
As I am getting ready to complete my first 6 months on the job as superintendent of Burlington Public Schools, it 
is with great pride that I write this first article for the Coffey County Republican.  I have talked a lot about “The 
Message” with our staff during these first few months of my tenure.  I am here to tell you that the message is 
loud and clear—Burlington Rocks! 
 
One of my first duties as superintendent was to host an outside group of three educators to discuss the new 
accreditation system for Kansas.  These educators, trained by the state, were amazed at our school system.  
They came away impressed by our 97% graduation rate at BHS, 82% post-secondary attendance rate after high 
school, 87% retention rate for students after year 1 of college returning for the next year and 38% of our 
students leave BHS with associates degrees upon graduation.  This isn’t just about Burlington High School.  It 
takes everyone at all levels supporting our students and their success.  BES and BMS build the strong foundation 
in the years before high school.  Families and friends support the kids as they grow into young adults.  It takes a 
village to raise kids, and our community has taken ownership of the future. 
 
Throughout these past few months, I have learned about the terrific education going on in all of the schools.  I 
have seen students at BES learn social skills, work on their academic skills, dive deep into understanding how 
they came up with answers to problems, salute our veterans, display manners and friendship toward their peers 
and adults, and many other things too numerous to mention.  BMS students have amazed me with their work on 
many projects so far.  I have been impressed with the way staff utilize project based learning to incorporate 
many different subject areas to help make learning more meaningful.  BHS is always an active place.  I have 
observed students designing and creating in shop classes, students and staff utilizing technology to enhance 
learning, a focus on the election process and candidates during social studies classes, a focus on internships in 
the community to help students learn about future employment opportunities, and I have read student papers 
and enjoyed their creativity in language arts classes.  It has also been great to see students succeed in all 
activities outside of the regular school day.  
  
Throughout the first semester, I have accepted a number of complements about our school system from 
outsiders looking in.  This is the greatest form of flattery we can receive, when people that don’t live in our 
community see the positives and let you know about them. It is very exciting to be a part of our success in USD 
244.  
 
I feel very honored to be your superintendent.  If you ever have any questions or would like to talk to me, please 
feel free to contact me via e-mail at cmarshall@usd244ks.org or call me at 620-364-8478 extension 3040.  
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