
I think the last article I wrote for the paper started out something like “I don’t know where to begin.”  I feel like 
this one should start out the same way.  I have to apologize as I planned on writing an article sooner, but time 
just slipped by with so many things going on.   
 
I am so thrilled to say we had a wonderful graduation for the class of 2020 on Saturday, June 20 at 10 AM 
outside at Wildcat Stadium.  The weather cooperated for our original plan, and our seniors were recognized in 
front of a nice crowd.  Best wishes to our newest alumni as they move forward in their lives.   
 
We have so many summer activities going on throughout the district.  Driver’s education classes, summer 
conditioning for our BHS and BMS students, Summer Learning Academy for our BES and BMS kids, Crosswinds 
summer programs at BMS, children’s theater through our BHS theater program, teacher training with our 
technology staff, technology staff working on new equipment and updating our existing equipment, our 
custodial staff and paint crew refreshing our buildings in anticipation of the 2020-21 school year, summer team 
camps, and other events too numerous to mention.  We are in contact with our Coffey County Health 
Department as needed to make sure we are following appropriate protocols.   
 
Preparations for the 2020-21 school year are beginning.  On June 1; county school superintendents, board 
members, and representatives met for approximately two hours to talk about health issues this summer as well 
as opening schools this fall.  We talked about a variety of different health and safety items.  Our focus moving 
forward is to make sure we have plans in place to take care of the health needs of our staff, students, and 
visitors in all USD 244 buildings.  Cleaning, sanitizing, routine servicing of our HVAC equipment for proper air 
flow, repairs of equipment as needed, and many other projects are happening during the summer.  On July 9, 
the Kansas State Department of Education will provide a document of recommendations for school districts 
moving forward to prepare for an August start date.  Our board, administration, and health department are 
committed to doing everything possible to open up schools as close to our “old normal” as possible with some 
“new normal” things in place for the health safety of everyone. 
 
We will have a short survey for our families and staff to fill out in the near future to help give us better 
information moving forward into the new school year.  We rely on the public to share their thoughts in a 
productive manner to administration and our board of education so we can meet the needs of over 800 
students and over 225 staff members.  No matter what we do, there will be questions.  Please feel free to 
contact me or school administrators if you have questions so you have the most accurate and up to date 
information.     
 
Our board of education and administration are always willing to listen and communicate with the public.  
Transparency and honesty are staples of our board and administration.  We live stream our board meetings, the 
public can attend meetings in person, administrators and central office staff are always willing to share 
information with our patrons, I enjoy informing the public in these articles and like talking to community 
members when questions arise, we share a lot of information in our various social media and website formats, 
and we have LED message boards at each of the three schools in our district.  We are a public-school district 
with the emphasis on serving the public.  I want to thank our board members for their community service.  
Monique Hart, James Higgins, Stacy Augustyn, Shane Fejfar, Mike Thorp, Lucas Allen, and Selena King continue 
to be excellent board members that spend many hours/days serving our school district.  
 
As I reflect on the end of my 4th year as superintendent of schools in USD 244, I am so pleased with the 
accomplishments of our students and staff.  What we do in education is all about people.  We don’t have to look 
any further than what has transpired with COVID-19 and the need for social connections with students, staff, 
coaches, ministers, friends, and mentors.  As many of you have learned about me, I thrive on personal 
interactions with students and adults.  It gives me energy and fuels me to continue to work to make this the best 
place to learn and work in the state of Kansas.  I think about the many improvements we have worked on to 



create a better educational environment for everyone: renovated science rooms at BMS and BHS, the 
renovation of the BHS gym, flooring and painting projects to improve classroom atmospheres, LED lighting 
projects to save utility costs and improve illumination in the learning environments, renovations in the BHS 
theater, career and technical education opportunities for our BHS students to be more prepared for success 
after graduation, continued support for activities and programs at all three buildings to support our students 
and staff, the 1st grade wing renovation of the original 61 year-old building at BES, technology upgrades to 
support students and staff in the 21st century, and many other improvements that are too numerous to 
mention.  I want to thank the public again for supporting our 1 mill for 5 years plan we put in place four years 
ago to pay for the BHS/BMS science rooms and the BHS gym renovation.  Without this plan, we wouldn’t have 
been able to stay on top of the maintenance needed for our buildings which would have resulted in increased 
costs to the district over time.   
 
Please contact me at your convenience if you have any questions or comments.  I can be reached at 
cmarshall@usd244ks.org or 620-364-8478 EXT. 3040.  I am so lucky to be the superintendent of USD 244, and I 
look forward to continuing to serve the community with high standards.   
 
GO CATS! 
#Bton244OnTheGrow  
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