
Much work has been done to our district facilities over the past year and a half.  The BHS/BMS Science Room 
Open House was well attended, and the public commented very favorably to our work. 
 
Administrators, directors and the Board of Education continue to work on a revolving five-year plan to maintain 
and improve facilities from our capital outlay funds.  Here is an update on some projects going on in USD 244: 
 

 BHS Theater is getting an electrical and lighting upgrade because we were not compliant with the state 
fire marshal.  Over the years, extension cords were connected to other extension cords for our lights.  In 
the late 70’s when the high school was built, the electrical panel and electrical needs for the theater 
were OK for that time.  We are in the process of upgrading electrical and lighting systems. The new LED 
lights will be much more efficient and last longer, which will be a cost savings over time to the district.  

 All three of our buildings are going to get an upgrade to the computer controls for our HVAC (Heating 
Ventilation Air Conditioning) systems.  This is important in maintaining the proper climate in our 
schools.  We need to make sure we have consistent temperatures and fresh air in our buildings.  These 
controls will allow us to troubleshoot problems as they arise.  We will be able to utilize a web based 
program to control our HVAC systems from any computer, anywhere and at any time.  Some of our 
controls date back to 1995 at BHS and 2005 at BMS.  These upgrades will allow us to save money 
making sure our systems are running when they should be running and program them accordingly.   

 BMS will get a boiler replacement over Christmas Break.  The old boiler is a single unit that is 26 years 
old.  This boiler runs at about 70% efficiency.  The new system we will put in place is a three boiler 
system that will run at about 90% efficiency.  It will allow us to regulate heat in the building more 
effectively.  If we have a 50 degree day in the winter, we may turn on one boiler for the building.  If we 
have a 10 degree day in the winter, we will turn on all three boilers.  We have talked to other schools 
that utilize this system, and they have been very happy with their cost avoidance and savings on their 
utilities.   

 We are looking to replace our 1996 Ford service truck that has over 96,000 miles.  This truck has served 
the district well for more than 20 years, but we are starting to have problems with it.  I have done some 
research on used service trucks, and they are very hard to find.  If someone has a good one, they aren’t 
selling it.  We will look to purchase a very basic truck that has very few “bells and whistles” on it to 
serve the district for another 20 years.   

 
Again, I want to thank the Coffey County Republican for allowing me the space in the paper to share school 
related information to the public.  We are so lucky to have a quality publication that serves the county so well.  I 
will return with an article in the paper in January.    
 
If you ever have any questions, please contact me at 620-364-8478 Ext. 3040 or e-mail me at 
cmarshall@usd244ks.org.   
 
Happy Holidays!   
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