
It is question and answer time again.  I hope you learn a little about USD 244 with this article.   
 
Has the district ever thought about putting a turning lane in at BMS for the exit heading south from the main 
entrance?  Yes.  We did look at this as a possible project when I first got here four years ago.  There are a couple 
of problems with this idea.  One is the busses that need more space to turn onto Cross Street.  This would be a 
safety issue.  Another issue is the space that we have with that culvert and the slope of the ditch in front of the 
school.   
 
Is the state going to replace state assessments with the ACT test in high school?  No.  This is something that 
was discussed at the state board of education level in Topeka.  They decided not to do this right now.  The 
proposal would have been for 10th grade Math and English/Language Arts and 11th grade Science.  It might be a 
topic of conversation in the future.  I believe that the state board of education made the right decision now as 
our focus is on all students and how to help them have success in high school and beyond.  Almost all of our 
junior students at BHS take the ACT test so as to not close any doors in the future for them.  I agree with this 
decision by the state board of education.  The ACT isn’t as easily adaptable for special education students.  Also, 
the ACT test focuses more on college bound students.  We are about so much more than just test scores now as 
we focus on the specific needs of each student as some go college, some to technical schools, some to the 
military, and other areas after high school.  As long as our students are going on to get further training after high 
school, that is a good thing no matter what it is.       
 
What are the class sizes in USD 244?  Class sizes are very reasonable in USD 244.  Our smallest class is 45 in 2nd 
grade.  Our largest class is 81 in 8th in grade.  We average 18 students per classroom at BES.  Our board of 
education and administration has tried to make sure class sizes stay reasonable.  We want to make sure our staff 
can educate kids to the best of their abilities and give the kids the attention they need.  We are fortunate to 
have smaller class sizes for future growth.   
 
Did USD 244 receive a grant for restroom facilities at the BHS baseball and softball fields?  Yes, we did.  Tracey 
Moerer, central office assistant and board clerk, and I wrote a grant to the Evan and Walter Jones Trust for 
$100,000, and we just found out that we were awarded the money.  The USD 244 Recreation Center board and 
Scot Jeffers are partnering with us on this project providing $10,000 a year for five years to help us build the 
facility.  We are so thankful that we have a strong relationship with the recreation center and their board to help 
serve kids and activities in USD 244 and the county.  We will begin planning this project very soon.  The restroom 
facilities have been a need ever since the baseball and softball fields were built.  We often get terrific 
complements on our fields, but we hear about not having restroom facilities close to the fields.  This has been 
something that our board of education has heard about from our citizens, and they have asked me to make this 
happen.  We now will be able to turn this dream into a reality.   
 
What did USD 244 do for our in-service on February 17?  We had a training for safety and security focusing on 
ALICE (Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter, and Evacuate) for all of our staff.  John Calvert, KSDE school safety 
specialist, partnered with our local law enforcement in Coffey County and Burlington to put together scenarios 
to practice in the case of a school emergency.  I can’t thank our 1st responders in Coffey County enough for their 
service to our community.  The training was very beneficial for everyone involved.  We hope we never have to 
use these strategies, but we are better prepared if we do.   
 
I continue to feel so blessed to be your superintendent of schools in Burlington.  I am so fortunate to serve this 
community and continue to try and help improve all aspects of our school system working with our board 
members, staff, and city/county officials.  If you ever have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 
cmarshall@usd244ks.org or call me at 620-364-8478 EXT. 3040. 
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GO CATS! 
#Bton244OnTheGrow 
 


