
We are in November and still in school On-Site.  I am sure many people thought we wouldn’t make it this far.  
The credit goes out to many different people too numerous to mention.  A big thank you goes out to everyone 
that has played a part in USD 244 being as normal as possible so far this 2020-21 school year. 
 
I thought that I would share with you the three different learning models that are being used or may be used 
this school year.  The On-Site model is the one that almost all of our students are using now.  This model looks 
like school in past years.  The Remote model is being used by a few of our students. They use a laptop or iPad to 
remote into the classroom to join the teacher and students for daily instruction.  We feel this is the best method 
for the kids to continue their learning and, hopefully, be ready sometime in the future to return to school in 
person.  Both of these models have been successful in USD 244 so far this year.  The Hybrid model is something 
that we are finalizing plans on with administrators, directors, staff, board members, and our community 
advisory committee and serves as the “just in case” model.  This model would have kids divided into two groups. 
They would attend school one day in person then the next day remotely with the laptop or iPad.  They would 
alternate days like this for as long as necessary.  This model would be put in place if we are given orders from 
the Coffey County Health Department or the State of Kansas.  This is a model we hope we never have to use. 
 
What are the things we are doing in schools now to ensure we have On-Site learning?  Here is a partial list: 
Masks are required inside the building for staff, students, and visitors.  We do take “mask breaks” throughout 
the day.  We have hired additional daytime custodial staff to help with cleaning throughout the day.  We have 
adjusted lunch groups at all three buildings to limit the number of people in the cafeteria and spread out the 
kids.  We take temperatures of all students before they get on a bus or enter the school.  We are trying to social 
distance as much as possible in our buildings.  We are changing out HVAC (heating, ventilation, air conditioning) 
filters more frequently.  There are many other things we are doing that are too numerous to mention. 
 
Some people have asked if we will have “snow days” with our ability to have the Remote model for students.  
The answer is yes.  If we have Remote learning on a snow day, legally we have to feed kids since this is a day of 
school.  This could be dangerous for cars and buses.  Some of our staff may need to get to school for internet 
connection and materials.  It might not be safe for them to travel.  There are other considerations that make this 
a dangerous proposition.  For now, we would not have school Remotely on snow days.   
 
I am very proud of the fact we have been able to do almost everything we normally do, with some adjustments, 
in USD 244 so far this school year.  A reminder to keep washing hands, use masks, socially distance when 
possible, monitor your own personal health for yourself and the safety of others, and use any other health 
safety measures you can think of.   
 
Please contact me at your convenience if you have any questions.  I can be reached at cmarshall@usd244ks.org 
or 620-364-8478 EXT. 3040. 
 
GO CATS! 
#Bton244OnTheGrow 
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