
This month I thought I would give you some information on our mill levy in USD 244.   
 
What is the definition of one mill?  One mill is one dollar of property tax levied against $1,000 of assessed 
valuation.  The assessed valuation is computed by taking the market value of the property and multiplying it by 
the appropriate assessment factor for that class of property.  Property could be residential, commercial, farm 
land, etc.   
 
We levy 20 mills, like every other district levies, for our general fund.  USD 244 can levy 4 mills for capital outlay, 
like every other district, for capital improvements like building upgrades, new buses, classroom furniture, carpet, 
new boilers, chillers, etc.  
 
USD 244 currently levies 5 mills for capital outlay as we asked the public to support the additional 1 mill for 5 
years to renovate our BMS and BHS science rooms as well as renovate our 40-year-old BHS gym that needed a 
new gym floor, new bleachers, paint, new wall carpet, as well as some other improvements you do when you 
are doing a major project.  We had close to $350,000 left from this project since we came in under budget so we 
used that toward the renovation our 60-year-old 1st grade wing at BES that was in dire need of renovations.  The 
additional mill will expire in 2022.    
 
If we want to levy more than 4 mills for capital outlay, we need to ask the public for these additional mills.  The 
state allows school districts up to 8 mills for capital outlay.  Many districts in the state of Kansas need more than 
4 mills to maintain their facilities and/or they have bond issues.  Some districts need both. We are very fortunate 
in Burlington to have a strong tax base from Wolf Creek/Evergy.  Our board of education, our administrators, 
and I have focused on using capital outlay to update and maintain our facilities so we don’t need costly bond 
issues.    
 
I surveyed my colleagues across the state, and I received 58 responses to my two questions—What is your mill 
levy?  What is your Local Option Budget (LOB) mill levy?  Burlington was the lowest mill levy and the lowest LOB 
mill levy from those that responded.  No one likes to pay taxes, but Burlington has very low taxes compared to 
other towns in the state of Kansas.   
 
The one basic thing that local patrons want to see with our budget is the mill levy staying the same or 
decreasing.  Our mill levy has decreased again in 2021-22.  Our board of education continues to be very fiscally 
responsible while maintaining a high level of education for USD 244 students.   
 
I would also like to take this time to thank everyone in our community for what you all have done during the 
pandemic.  Our students and staff have been incredible during these challenging times.  We are doing things we 
never dreamed of in education and in our community, and we are excelling!  This reflects well on Burlington and 
Coffey County, and I am proud to be a small part of our successes.   
 
If you ever have any questions, please contact me at cmarshall@usd244ks.org or you can call me at 620-364-
8478 EXT. 3040.   
 
 GO CATS! 
#Bton244OnTheGrow 
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