
AP Calculus AB Syllabus 
 

Course Philosophy 
The Advanced Placement course in AP Calculus AB is taught over a full 
high school academic year and is comparable to Calculus I as taught in 
colleges and universities. Students are expected to take the AP test at the 
end of the year.  
 
The course is organized into eleven interrelated units as indicated on the 
course timeline. Particular emphasis is placed on cumulative review, real 
life application problems and on teaching students the skills necessary to 
solve mathematical problems with and without the aid of 
technology.Concepts and problems are conveyed graphically, numerically, 
analytically, and verbally. Relevant real world applications involving 
calculus concepts are presented throughout the course. To accommodate 
those students with limited precursor knowledge, review topics from 
algebra, pre-calculus, SAT topics and trigonometry are woven into the 
curriculum as needed. In addition, some time is devoted to the college 
application process since most of the students in the class are first 
generation college 
students. This course is about mathematics but it is also about gaining a 
greater awareness of self and how one fits in the world as well as an 
increased readiness for the rigors of college. 
 
Students will receive a copy of class notes as well as assignments for each 
topic. You will also be required to complete, grade, check and correct all 
assignments BEFORE the following class. Students will be randomly 
selected to present specific problems and solutions to the class. All 
students must present 5 times per six-weeks. 
 
 
 



Cheating: If you can’t explain what you wrote down then you are 
cheating. This includes but is not limited to: copying someone’s homework 
or in class assignments, copying answers from the internet, using a pencil 
when we are checking work, letting someone else copy your work, using a 
cheat sheet for a quiz or test, having someone else’s homework paper, etc. 
NO grade is worth cheating over. In the end you hurt yourself and your 
classmates. This is taken very seriously, trust is hard to rebuild! 
 
 
Course Grades 
Daily Grades: 

15% Homework (2-3 Assignments Weekly Grade/Check/Correct) 
35% Quizzes (At least 1 Weekly) 

Test Grades: 
10% Presentation of Homework (5 each Six-Weeks) 
10% Binder Test (1 per Six-Weeks) 
30% Unit Test(s) (1 per Unit Completion) 

 
 
Materials 
2-3 inch Binder 
Dividers 
Post-It Notes 
2 Colors Highlighter 

Colored Pen (Not Blue or Black) 
Pencil/Blue or Black Pen 
*Protractor 
*Pencil Bag 
*Optional 

 
 


