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“A grounding in the arts will help our children to see; to bring a uniquely     
human perspective to science and technology. In short, it will help them as 
they grow smarter to also grow wiser.” 
- Robert E. Allen – Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, AT&T Corporation  



 

Contact Information 
Mr. Jason A Mincy 
K-5 General Music & Choir Director 
Nocona Elementary School 
Conference Period: 8:00am-8:45am / 2:15pm-3:00pm 
Email: Jason.mincy@noconaisd.net 
Office Phone: (940) 825-3151 ext. 257 
Cell Phone: (940) 733-2303 

 
August 24, 2015 
 
Dear Parents & Students, 
 
Welcome to the 4th/5th grade Honor Choir at Nocona Elementary School! I am 
thrilled that you have joined such a wonderful organization and I am excited to 
begin our journey through the 2015-16 school year! 
 
The following choir handbook contains vital information to your success in the 
Nocona Choral program and I ask that you read this information together, both 
parent and child. It is imperative that you know and understand your role in   
making this group a success. This handbook contains important dates and   
scheduled activities, classroom procedures, grading policies, and other              
information about uniforms, parent volunteers, etc.  
 
If after reading through this handbook you have any questions please feel free to 
contact me. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Jason A Mincy 

 

 

 “Music education opens doors that help children pass from 
school into the world around them– a world of work, culture, 
intellectual activity, and human involvement. The future of 
our nation depends on providing our children with a complete 
education that includes music.” 
- President Gerald Ford 



 

Sacred Music Policy  
 

With the understanding and appreciation of cultural and religious diversity in our 
school, it is necessary that we address the issue of performing sacred music in 
our chorus.  
 
 
 

It is our goal to “enhance knowledge and understanding through a growing 
awareness and perspective of history and art as reflected in great music. To 
achieve any selected educational objective the quality of repertoire is of           
paramount importance...To study and perform music in which the musical setting 
of a text is artistically accomplished is a highly commendable objective…”  
 
 
 

 “Since choral music with a sacred text comprises such a substantial portion of 
the artistic   repertoire representative of the choral medium and the history of 
music, it should have an important place in music education.” 
 
 
 

 It is likely that sacred music will be performed by the Nocona Elementary Chorus 
simply due to its availability and quality. This music is used strictly for educational 
purposes. 
 
 Quotes adapted from “The Choral Podium,” published by the American Choral 
Directors     Association  (Winter 1992). 

“Arts education aids students in skills needed in the workplace: flexibility, the ability 

to solve problems and communicate, the ability to learn new skills, to be creative and 

innovative, and to strive for excellence.” 

– Joseph M. Calahan, Director of Cooperate Communications, Xerox Corporation 

 Choir Attire 
 

For all performances, students will wear a choir shirt and blue jeans. The cost for 
the choir t-shirt is $10 and needs to be paid to Mr. Mincy no later than          
September 18th.  If you have difficulty providing these items for your child, 
please contact me personally and I will find a way to assist you. Please see the      
t-shirt order form towards the end of the student handbook. 

 

 

 



 

Behavior Expectation & Policy 

M
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MAKE CHOICES THAT HELP YOU AND OTHERS LEARN 

CARE FOR MUSIC ROOM EQUIPMENT 

INVOLVE YOURSELF IN ACTIVITIES, PARTICIPATE 

SPEAK, SING & PLAY ONLY WHEN ASKED 

USE GOOD MANNERS & BE KIND 

CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS 

BEHAVIORAL CONSEQUENCES 

1st offense: Warning 
2nd offense: Loss of participation points 
3rd offense: Removal from activity to refocus 
4th offense: Parent contacted by phone or e-mail 
5th offense: Office referral 
6th offense: Parent conference 
7th offense: Constant infractions may lead to dismissal from choir program 

Please note that this organization is a select group and students involved within 
the choir are to be leaders on the campus. Setting a positive example for all     
students on campus is a vital role as a member of this organization. Behavior   
outside of the choral classroom will also be considered when determining       
performance trips outside of school as well as participation within the choir. A 
student may be removed from the Honor Choir upon the directors decision 
based on behavior/attitude towards other classes, students or teachers. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

A ten-year study indicates that students who study music 
achieve higher test scores, regardless of socioeconomic  

background. 
- Dr. James Catterall, UCLA.  

Grading Policy 

The grading scale is as follows: 
 

360 points  Participation/Daily Work  
 

400 points  Performances/Concerts  
 

240 points  Proficiencies (Tests/Musicianship/TEKS)  
______________________________________________ 

 1000 points total 
 

Grades are entered on a weekly basis. The expectation on the students in my class is no 
less than any other class here at Nocona Elementary School. A large percentage of a 
students grade is their participation in the choral concerts and performances. Please 
discuss any conflicts with me immediately so that other arrangements may be made, I 
want to ensure all students are able to receive a passing grade in my class.  For more 
detailed  information on the grading scale, please see Mr. Mincy. 

Fundraising 

Fundraising is an essential element in the development of the choral music     
program here at Nocona Elementary School. General fundraisers will help raise 
money to defray costs of any trips or other activities contemplated for the        
organization. 
 
 

Students are expected to participate in the fundraising efforts we undertake 
throughout the year. My (Mr. Mincy) expectation is that when we do a fundraiser 
we strive for maximum involvement and return on our effort.  
 
 

Monies raised through certain fundraisers will be deposited into the Student    
Activity Fund.  

 

Long-term departmental needs include: Footnotes Music Rug 7’8”x10’9”      
Rectangle ($504), Tone Chimes ($850), Orff Classroom Sets (prices vary), Remo 
African Drum Set ($400), Projector ($200) 



 

 

 

 

         

Travel Information 
As an ensemble we have the opportunity to show our appreciation to our      
community and surrounding areas by demonstrating our talents and gifts for   
music.  Thus, one of the functions of this group is to travel to various places 
across North Texas and represent Nocona Elementary School to the best of our 
ability. 
 

2015-2016 Planned Trips 
 MSU Basketball Game or Minor League Baseball Game 
 Nocona Tree Lighting  
 Friday, May 20th– Sandy Lake Music Festival Carrollton, TX 

 

Often times, we may be asked to perform at local venues with little notice; please 
note that the above list it not a comprehensive travel list. As we approach any 
event, more information will become available and information will be sent 
home with your child as well as emailed to your personal email. To ensure that 
your child is properly looked after, please completely fill out the forms at the end 
of the  handbook.  

Electronics Policy 
In the interest of providing a positive experience for all of our students, we will 
observe an electronics use policy while on field trips.  
 
Electronic devices will not be allowed on the school bus at anytime. Students 
must check their personal electronics in with a classroom teacher while riding 
the school bus. Electronics will be given to students at a designated time to allow 
them to take pictures or contact family/friends. Again, students will not be        
allowed to use personal electronic devices while on the school bus. If a parent/
guardian needs to contact the student, two options are provided; contact the 
secretary at NES or call Mr. Mincy’s cell phone.  

“It is our job, as parents, educators, and friends, to see that our young people have the   
opportunity to attain the thorough education that will prepare them for the future. Much 
of that education takes place in the classroom. We must encourage our youngsters in such 
pursuits as music education. In addition to learning the valuable lesson that                           
it takes hard work to achieve success, no matter what the arena, music education            
can provide students with a strong sense of determination, improved                                       
communication skills, and a host of   other qualities essential for successful living.” 
- Edward H. Rensi – President and Chief Operation Officer, U.S.A. McDonald's    Corporation  



 

 

 

 

PARENT/GUARDIAN CONTACT OPTION 

Choir shirts are being ordered for all Elementary School choir students.  The shirts are 
part of their performance uniform; therefore, all students will need to purchase a shirt.  
The cost for each shirt is $10.00.  Please circle below the size your child will need to  
order. You may purchase extra shirts if you desire, just circle the shirt size(s) in           
addition to your child’s size.  Checks are made payable to Nocona Elementary School 
(In the memo area of the check please write your child’s name & Choir Shirt). 
Please return this form and your cash or check as soon as possible—no later than     

 

NOTE: The Youth L and Adult S is the same 

size except the adult has a little longer length. YOUTH SIZE:    S      M     L  

 

ADULT SIZE:     S      M     L     XL     XXL 
 

STUDENT NAME: ____________________ 
 

□ Cash  □ Check No. _______ 

In an effort to make sure you get the most up-to-date information regarding trips 
or performances, please list your contact information below: 
 
Cell Phone: ____________________________ Carrier: _________________ 
 
Email: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
            Yes, I would like to receive updates of choral/music events at Nocona  

Elementary School.  
 
I will be utilizing a messaging program, your information will not be shared with 
other parents/guardians nor will you be added to a group chat.  
 

https://www.facebook.com/MusicwithMrMincy 

T-Shirt Order Form 

 



 

2015-2016 NOCONA ELEMENTARY CHOIR CONTRACT 

Dear Parents/Guardians and Students, 

 

I am very pleased that you have decided to participate in the Nocona 4th/5th Grade Honor 

Choir for the 2015-16 school year. In choir we will experience the fun and joy of music through 

singing. Along with developing the singing voice, chorus members will develop increased     

self-confidence, self-discipline, and skills necessary for teamwork.  

 

Participation in chorus is a privilege that requires discipline, commitment, and responsibility. 

Please review the following guidelines together then sign and return this sheet to the director.  

 

We understand that rehearsals are important and that choir members are expected to attend 

all rehearsals and to arrive promptly.  

 

We understand that bad behavior and not following classroom rules and procedures will    

result in removal from choir.  

 

We understand that the privilege of being in choir requires the members to be positive       

ambassadors of Nocona Elementary. This means chorus members will maintain good behavior 

and academic standing in choir as well as the school and local communities. Inappropriate 

school behavior and attendance can lead to dismissal from choral participation.  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

We agree to the above listed statements and understand the behavioral guidelines and our      

responsibility of commitment to the choir.  

 

Chorus Member Name: ____________________________ Grade: _____ Teacher: __________  

 

Chorus Member Signature: _________________________________ Date: ________________  

 

Parent/Guardian Name: _____________________________ Phone: ______________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature: ___________________________________ Date: ______________ 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
Grade 

With whom do you live?  (Circle all that apply) 

 

MOM        DAD        STEP-MOM        STEP-DAD        GRANDPARENTS        GUARDIAN 

________________________     _____________    ____________    ___________ 
Parent’s/Guardian’s Name (First & Last)                     Work Phone No.                    Home Phone                      Cell 

 
Address:  ____________________________  City/State/Zip:  ____________________________________________    
 
E-mail:  _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Are you able to volunteer for Choir Activities?       Morning         Afternoon          Evening           No     (please circle) 

________________________     _____________    ____________    ___________ 
Parent’s/Guardian’s Name (First & Last)                     Work Phone No.                     Home Phone                      Cell 

 
Address:  ____________________________  City/State/Zip:  ____________________________________________    
 
E-mail:  _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Are you able to volunteer for Choir Activities?       Morning         Afternoon          Evening           No     (please circle) 

 
 

 

____________________           _______________            ____ 

Name: (LAST)                                              First                            MI 

 
____________________          ____________                ______ 

Address                                                    City                               Zip 

 

 
 
ID Number 

 
 
Birthday (M/D/Y) 

 
 

 

 
Folder Number 

 
Homeroom Teacher 

CHOIR STUDENT INFORMATION FORM 

2015-2016 

OVER ▬► 

What is your musical background/knowledge? 



 

NOCONA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CHOIR DEPARTMENT 

MEDICAL INFORMATION 
FOR 2015-2016 SCHOOL CHORAL ACTIVITIES 

 

School Name:  Nocona Elementary School                                                                     _ 

Student Name:_________________________________________ 3.Age:__________ 

4.  Address:_____________________________________________ 5.DOB:_____/_____/______ 

6.  Student Cell Phone:_________________________      7.  Home Phone: _____________________ 

Name of Parent or Guardian:_____________________________ Cell Phone: _____________________ 

Business Address and Phone Number:____________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

  Does Student have insurance through parent employer?      YES_____    NO______ 

If yes, name of insurance company:____________________________________________ 

Policy Number:____________________________________________________________ 

Health History: (Check all that apply)  12. Allergies (check all that apply) 

_____ Diabetes            _____ Aspirin 

_____ Orthopedic Problems          _____ Penicillin 

_____ Asthma            _____ Sulfa 

_____ Epilepsy            _____ Insect Stings 

_____ Cardiac Problems           _____ Tetracycline 

_____ Other (specify)           _____ Other (specify) ___________________ 

 Do we have permission to administer to your child?  (Check)   _____ Tylenol _____ Advil  

 Has you child had a tetanus shot current to within six years?   _____ Yes     _____ No 

 Do you know of any health factor that makes it advisable for your child to follow a limited program of   
physical activity or from participating in any activities?  If yes, please explain. 

 

 
 
 

 I give permission to the physician or hospital to secure proper treatment for and to order medications, 
injections, anesthesia and/or surgery for my child as named above. 

 
 

___________________________________________  ________________ 
Signature of Parent or Guardian      Date 
 


