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District of Innovation Plan 
 

Introduction 
House Bill 1842, passed during the 84th Legislative Session, permits Texas public school districts to become 
Districts of Innovation and to obtain exemption from certain provisions of the Texas Education Code. On 
February 14, 2017, the Nocona Independent School District’s Board of Trustees passed a Resolution to Initiate 
the Process of Designation as a District of Innovation in order to increase local control over District operations 
and to support innovation and local initiatives to improve educational outcomes for the benefit of students and 
the community. On February 20, 2017, the Board of Trustees appointed the Local Innovation Committee as 
follows: Rod Bailey, Jamie Dunnam, Amy Murphey, Kristy Quinton, Becky Wilson, Windi Womack, and 
Stephenie Wright. 
 
On March 22, 2017, the Innovation Committee met and developed this innovation plan. 
 
Term 
The term of the Local Innovation Plan will be in place for the 2017-2018 school year through the 2021-2022 
school year unless amended or terminated by the Board of Trustees in accordance with the law. The Local 
Innovation Committee will revisit the plan annually to ensure that the recommendations still meet the needs of 
the district. Any recommended changes will be posted on the website for 30 days for feedback and require 
approval of the Local Innovation Committee, the NISD Site-Based Decision Making Committee, and the Board 
of Trustees. 
 
The district exercises innovations in the following areas under House Bill 1842 that was passed in the 84th 
Legislature: 
 

Teacher Certification 
(TEC 21.003)  
Texas Education Code Section 21.003 states that a person may not be employed as a teacher, teacher 
intern, teacher trainee, librarian, educational aide, administrator, educational diagnostician, or school 
counselor by a school district unless the person holds an appropriate certificate or permit issued as 
provided by Subchapter B. The current certification requirements inhibit the District’s ability to hire 
effective instructors to teach Career and Technical Education and Languages Other than English. In 
order to provide more students the opportunity to take such courses and obtain professional certification, 
the District seeks to establish its own local qualification requirements for such courses in lieu of the 
requirements set forth in law. Standard certification will be required for positions in core subject areas, 
special education and bilingual positions. Teachers with industry certifications/qualifications and native 
speakers with qualified experience could be eligible to teach a course through a local teaching 
certification. 
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School Calendar 
(TEC 25.0811) (EB LEGAL) (EB LOCAL) 
Texas Education Code Section 25.0811 states that a school district may not begin instruction before the 
fourth Monday in August.  Nocona ISD exercises its ability under HB 1842 from the 84th Legislature to 
begin instruction before the fourth Monday in August. 
 
 
Probationary Contract 
(TEC 21.102) 
Texas Education Code Section 21.102 states that a person who is employed as a teacher by a school 
district for the first time, or who has not been employed by the district for two consecutive school years 
subsequent to August 28, 1967, shall be employed under a probationary contract. A probationary 
contract may not be for a term exceeding one school year. Relief from TEC 21.102 will permit the 
district the option to issue a probationary contract for a period of up to two years for experienced 
teachers, counselors or nurses newly hired in NISD.  
 
 
Exemptions from Future TEC Mandates 
To better accommodate the Nocona ISD community, staff, and students, Nocona ISD includes a 
provision in the Local Innovation Plan for the District to maintain control over any future, eligible Texas 
Education Code Mandates, which can be exempted by 2/3 majority vote by the Nocona ISD Board of 
Trustees. 
 

 
 

 


