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Dear Seniors, 
  
WoooooHooooo!  You are finally here -- senior year!!!  Exciting things are going to 
happen...but not quite yet!!  :)  You still have work to do and projects to complete.  So, we are 
going to have a summer reading project, and my promise is to make it as painless as 
possible… 
 
The summer reading assignment for this year is Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austin.  The focus 
characters of this novel are Elizabeth Bennett and Mr. Darcy who provide wit, wisdom, and 
humor through this classic novel. 
 
Goodreads introduces the novel in this way: 
'It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good fortune must be in 
want of a wife.' Thus memorably begins Jane Austen's Pride and Prejudice, one of the world's most 
popular novels. Pride and Prejudice--Austen's own 'darling child'--tells the story of fiercely 
independent Elizabeth Bennett, one of five sisters who must marry rich, as she confounds the arrogant, 
wealthy Mr. Darcy. What ensues is one of the most delightful and engrossingly readable courtships 
known to literature, written by a precocious Austen when she was just twenty-one years old. 
 
Humorous and profound, and filled with highly entertaining dialogue, this witty comedy of manners 
dips and turns through drawing-rooms and plots to reach an immensely satisfying finale. In the words 
of Eudora Welty, Pride and Prejudice is as 'irresistible and as nearly flawless as any fiction could be.' 
 
Another review of this classic is this one:    

● Pride and Prejudice was first published in 1813, although Jane Austen had written it between 
October of 1796 and August of 1797.  This was at a time when women were expected to stay at 
home and just be a pretty face, not think for themselves, and not involve themselves in politics 
or careers (read: “men’s work”).  Men were authors; women were not.  Austen’s father first 
submitted Pride and Prejudice to a publisher in 1797, under the title First Impressions, but it was 
rejected probably for the sole reason that it had been written by a woman.  Even when Pride and 
Prejudice was finally published in 1813, Austen’s name did not appear as the author of the book, 
and in fact, Austen was never given credit for being the author of any of her works while she 
was alive.  The title page of Pride and Prejudice, when published, read “by the author of Sense 
and Sensibility.” 

Regardless, Jane Austen is one of the most widely read authors of English literature and  
there is no doubt in my mind as to why this is true.  She had a lot to say about women  
and society in England during the late 18th and early 19th centuries.  Pride and  
Prejudice is quite comic and it paints a clear picture of how women who lacked their  
own fortune oftentimes had to forsake love to marry for economic security and social 
 status. -- Between the Covers Blog 

 

I would like for you to purchase your own copy of the book so that you can annotate the book 
as you read. If, though, you are on limited funds and need to borrow a copy, I have several 
copies which you can annotate with sticky notes if necessary, OR, there are free internet 
versions available -- you would not be able to annotate or keep accurate page numbers.   If 
you use this version, please keep a journal specific to the novel. In your annotating, mark key 
passages, words, ideas, etc.   It is important that you approach this reading with a sense of 
integrity; any possible shortcut (Spark Notes, etc.) is the most unwise choice you can make 
and a terrible way to start.  
 



Your assignment for this novel is to complete mind maps using  the characters of Elizabeth 
Bennett and Mr. Darcy.  This project is very similar to the one completed for All the Light We 
Cannot See.  

1.  For Mr. Darcy, choose a theme that you see he is consistently associated with 

throughout the novel.  For that theme, construct a mind map using quotes from the 

novel to support its accuracy/legitimacy.  Explain the choice and relationship of each 

quote that you choose. 

2. For Elizabeth Bennett, do the same thing using a different theme. 

a. Each mind map needs to incorporate at least 5 quotes/explanations. 

b. Include page numbers for the quotes that you choose. 

c. Use no larger than a ¼ page poster board for each mind map 

d. Be as creative as you would like.  Make your project as visually interesting as you 

want.  I’m more interested in NEATNESS than mad creativity. 

e. Assignment is due on the first MONDAY OF THE SCHOOL YEAR.  Please be 

prepared to turn it in on that date. 

3. Examples of mind maps can be found on the internet...Look for them there. 

In addition to reading Pride and Prejudice, I want you to get your own copy of How to Read 

Literature Like a Professor.  Read chapters 1-20 before the first day of school.   

***Note that the two assignments are NOT DUE on the same day, so this should alleviate a 

little bit of stress; however, I do not advise procrastinating until the very last minute as some 

of you are prone to do. 

 

Finally, please read the book that Mrs. Harvey, our librarian, gave you before school was out, 

Make Your Bed, by  William H. McCraven.  This should be an enjoyable, stress-free read.  We 

will discuss it, but you will not be tested over the material for the class. 

 

If you have questions as you work, don’t hesitate to contact me.  I’m more than happy to work 

with you or answer your concerns:  

 bbrack@chisddevils.com 

903-563-2351 
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