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Dear Sophomores, 

  
I am so excited about having the opportunity to work with you again!  This summer you will be expected to read The 

Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerld.    If you have any questions or problems, please feel free to e-mail me at 

bbrack@chisddevils.com. 
 

As one of his friends said when his work became popular again in the early Fifties, "How Scott would have loved to 

know that people admired and cared for his books!" He could have, and not out of vanity, but because his sense of 

achievement, his very sense of identity, depended on recognition. 

 
The Great Gatsby 
 
This summer, you will be diving into the Jazz Age with F. Scott Fitzgerald’s classic novel, The Great Gatsby. 
Amazon.com summarizes the plot of this novel like this:  “The Great Gatsby, F. Scott Fitzgerald's third book, 
stands as the supreme achievement of his career. This exemplary novel of the Jazz Age has been acclaimed by 
generations of readers. The story of the fabulously wealthy Jay Gatsby and his love for the beautiful Daisy 
Buchanan, of lavish parties on Long Island at a time when The New York Times noted "gin was the national drink 
and sex the national obsession," it is an exquisitely crafted tale of America in the 1920s. 
 
The Great Gatsby is one of the great classics of twentieth-century literature.” 
At the time of its publication, though, this novel was overlooked for its classic themes and characters. 
 
Arthur Mizener of the New York Times said of the novel in his review back in 1960:  “It has not always been so, nor 
has "Gatsby" always sold at the rate of 50,000 copies a year, as it did last year. In 1937, when Fitzgerald wanted to 
give Miss Sheilah Graham copies of his books, they went from bookstore to bookstore only to be told again and 
again that there were no copies of any of them in stock.”  Later in this same article, Mizener goes on to say that “As 

one of his friends said when his work became popular again in the early Fifties, "How Scott would have loved to know 

that people admired and cared for his books!" He could have, and not out of vanity, but because his sense of 

achievement, his very sense of identity, depended on recognition.” 

 

The last statement is of interest because next year we will be focusing on literature that delves into the theme of 

IDENTITY; how interesting that the author’s sense of identity was specifically tied to the success of his novels or stories. 

 

Class discussion during the first week of school will center around themes, characterization, conflicts, and symbols of 

note.  You will also take a test over the novel details during the first week of school, so be prepared for that. 

 

For your summer project, you will READ the novel.  Then, you will complete a body biography for one of the characters 

in the story.  Specific instructions for this assignment are addressed below: 

 

Body Biography Directions  

 

What is a body biography? A body biography is a combination of artwork and writing (quotes from the novel and your 

own explanations of those quotes).  

 

You will decorate your body biography according to the requirements listed below to demonstrate your understanding 

of the assigned character. Please note: your body biography is not supposed to be a literal representation of your 

character. Instead, it should be more like a giant collage of written ideas, drawings, and symbols that work together to 

show us how well you understand your character, but I also want you to be CREATIVE!  
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What is the purpose? The purpose behind creating a body biography is to allow you to take a deep look at one character from the 

story. You will have to review significant events that occurred in the life of your character,  choices that your character made, and 

changes that your character went through internally within the course of the novel. You will have to take a serious look into what 

makes your character tick – what motivates your character, how does your character feel about himself/herself at the beginning 

of the novel, and how do those feelings change by the end of the novel.  

 

How do we create a body biography? I will provide body templates on this assignment.  You will use colored construction paper, 

glue sticks, scissors, markers, crayons and colored pencils and any other objects that you choose.  Make sure you display your 

character’s name prominently on the body outline paper.  

 

The following body parts should be accounted for:  

1. THE HEART– (15 points) Choose an object that best represents what this character loves most.  What should it look like and 

what shape, color, pictures, or symbols should be included in it? If the character’s love changes through the novel, you should find a 

way to represent this visually. The heart is a good place for illustrating the important relationships in his/her life.  Place a picture or 

representation of that object in the area of the heart.  Include 3 quotes that support your choice around the character and label it 

with the “heart.” 

 2. THE BACKBONE – (15 points) Actors often discuss a character’s “spine.” This is the character’s objective within the novel. 

What is the most important goal for your character? What drives his/her thoughts and actions? How can your represent that thing? 

This is his/her spine. How can you illustrate it?  Place the visual representation on the spine of your paper doll.  Include 1 quote to 

support your choice along with the page number and label it “backbone.” 

3. THE FEET – (15 points) On what is the character standing? This should be a symbolic representation of the character’s most 

fundamental beliefs about life. This could be a saying that is repeated through the novel or something that represents who he/she 

“is.”  Include 3 quotes that show where you made this as your choice with page numbers and the label of “feet.”  Also include a 

visual representation of the belief.  

4. THE HANDS – (15 points) What does the character hold in his or her hands most often? Items that are associated with the 

character either literally or figuratively should be included.  When you think of this character, what “things” do you think of based on 

the information in the book.  What items or possessions were mentioned throughout the novel that might be of great importance to 

the character?   Include a visual representation of this thing/things and 3 quotes with page numbers and labels “hands.” 

5. COLORS – (10 points) Colors are often symbolic. What color(s) do you associate with your character? Why? How can you 

effectively work these colors into your project?         (see the attached color chart) 

6. QUOTATIONS - (30 points total -- 3 points per quote) For each of the body parts above, you need to find quotes from the 

novel that you used to come up with the character’s heart, backbone, feet, and hands.  Place the quotes WITH PAGE NUMBERS next 

to the object that you associated with your character.  These quotes do not necessarily need to be spoken by the character. Possibly, 

another character says them in regard to your character.  

 

7. PRESENTATION – (1 daily grade) Each person will present his/her Body Biography to the class. The presentations should explain 

the choices you made and help the class understand the meaning of the symbols you have used.   PLEASE TRY TO FIND 

CHARACTERISTICS THAT NO ONE ELSE MIGHT THINK OF.  I WILL GIVE BONUS POINTS FOR REALLY CREATIVE IDEAS.  In other words, I 

don’t want 80 projects that are exactly the same…  After you make your presentation, you will display your Body Biography by 

hanging it in the classroom. Practice your presentation.  

 

8. WRITTEN PORTRAIT – (1 quiz grade) This is an important part of the project, so make sure you read the directions.  

a. Paragraph one discusses the selection that you made for the HEART section of the product.  Introduce your paragraph with a 

topic sentence and then an explanation why you selected these particular items.  

b. Paragraph two discusses the BACKBONE you selected and an explanation about why you selected that particular item. 

Introduce your paragraph with a topic sentence and then an explanation why you selected these particular items. 

c. Paragraph three discusses the colors you chose and how they represent your character. Explain your choices.  Introduce your 

paragraph with a topic sentence and then an explanation why you selected these particular colors. 

 



The written discussion needs to be typed and printed off before turning in.  Font 12, double spaced, no fancy fonts.  

Your assignment has three parts: 

 

1.  Paper Doll  

2. Written discussion 

3. Presentation to class 

 

 

Due Date for project -- First class day of 2017-18.  If you do not have your project completed, your schedule 

will be changed to a Regular English II class. 

 

Link to color symbolism: 

http://teachingenglishlanguagearts.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/Color-Symbolism-Chart.pdf 

 

 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions:  bbrack@chisddevils.com or by 
text:  903-563-2351 
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