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Dear Ninth-Graders,  

 

Welcome to high school!  I am so excited to be your teacher next year!!  In preparation for class, you will be 

reading To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee over the summer.   This is a classic novel that is filled with 

history, mystery, imagery, and humor.  I think that, if you love to read, and if you keep an open mind, this 

could be one of the best books you will ever read. Many say the first chapter is difficult, but once you get past 

that you’ll love it! So, give it a chance… get past the first chapter before you make judgements.  

 
You may check out the novel from the public library, purchase it from any bookstore, or you may order it 

online at www.amazon.com or www.barnesandnoble.com. A paperback copy on Amazon is around $9.00, but 

you can certainly find a used copy for $2.00. 

  

Enclosed you will find the summer reading assignment which goes along with the novel.   It will help you 

analyze the novel’s theme, tone, and setting, and in the process, you will be locating examples of figurative 

language.  Please complete the assignment with thoughtful reflection and maturity. 
 

 

To Kill a Mockingbird is set in the South during a very disturbing period of our nation’s past.  You will 

experience many different emotions and lessons as the characters grow and move through their own conflicts 

and challenges in this story.  Jem, Scout, and Dill must come to terms with their feelings about people of 

different color as well as people who are simply “different.” 

 

“By almost any measurement, To Kill A Mockingbird is the most important 

novel ever authored by a native Alabamian. The Pulitzer Prize–winning 

novel spent 88 weeks on bestseller lists, and by the 35th anniversary 

of its publication in 1995 had sold 30 million copies. It continues to sell 

almost a million copies a year and is often ranked among the top 40 

best-sellers listed in the newspaper USA Today. The themes and issues 

raised in the novel remain relevant, and thus To Kill A Mockingbird will 

likely hold its place in public discourse on tolerance, justice, and humanity.” 

 

Wayne Flint, Auburn University 

Censorship Philosophy: 

There are numerous glowing testimonies to the virtues of this novel; however, I do want to make you aware 

that the content of this novel is incredibly mature in nature.  There is some sensitive material; there is 

offensive language; there are racial slurs.  Many of these are simply a reflection of the setting, the time period, 

and an effort to create an effect through description and dialect and dialogue; however, the content is no less 

offensive. 

 

In the PreAP classroom, many of the literary selections that we tackle, and the discussions that we have in an 

attempt to analyze difficult literature is an attempt to prepare students for the increasingly more rigorous AP 

courses that students will encounter in the upper grades.  The themes are disturbing in many cases and, for 

some students, intellectually complicated.  However, my refusal or failure to expose students to these texts 

would do them a grave disservice.  As further explanation:  “Precluding students from reading literature with 

difficult themes and language, or even “the insinuation thereof,” would deprive them of exposure to vast 

amounts of important material, including Shakespeare, major religious texts such as the Bible, the works of 

Flaubert, Joyce, Faulkner, D.H. Lawrence, and Nabokov, contemporary books such as I Know Why the Caged 

Bird Sings, Beloved, and many of the texts regularly assigned in high schools throughout the United States, 

including books such as Night, Les Misérables, and Things Fall Apart.  As an AP teacher, I believe I would 

potentially put my students at an educational disadvantage in college [and in life] if I did not introduce them 

to challenging literature in high school.” 

Now, having said that, once you have had the opportunity to peruse the novel, should you decide that you feel 

differently about the censorship philosophy, please contact me via email before the end of June.  Certainly we 

can discuss any concerns that you have and any material that you might have questions about.  If you are 

still unsettled about the outside reading assignment, I will gladly substitute the outside reading assignment 

with an alternate text.  

 

http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/


 

Your project is due on the FIRST class day of the 2018-19 year.  If you do not have the assignment, I 

will make arrangements for you to move to a regular English I class--no excuses will be accepted. If 

you are having trouble, please contact me.  If I did not consider this novel to be of value, I would not 

ask for your cooperation in reading it. 

 

Summer Reading Project 

Part 1 

Design a dust jacket for the novel. When planning/designing the cover, consider important aspects of the 

novel, imagery, symbols. Get creative! You will be able to keep this on your copy of the novel.  

Must include 

1. On the front of the jacket: the title, the author, and publisher's name along with a picture of a scene or 

symbol of the story. 

2. Inside the front of the cover, write a summary of the book. Be sure to write a well developed paragraph 

and include specific details from the book.  

3. Inside the back of the cover, write a short biography of the author. 

4. On the back, you may have another image/illustration, BUT leave space for comments about the book. 

We will do this part in class once the year begins.  

 

Part 2 

Socratic Seminar Essential Questions 

For each of the following questions, provide a general answer based on your reading of To Kill a Mockingbird. 
Secondly, provide TWO quotes from the novel that would support your answer.  Use quotation marks, provide 

page numbers, and explain how each one relates to your answer. 

 

1.  What are the causes and consequences of prejudice and injustice, and how does an individual’s  

response to them reveal his/her true character?  

a. Answer question 

b. Quote 1 + explanation 

c. Quote 2 + explanation 

 

     2.   What allows some individuals to take a stand against prejudice/oppression while others choose  

to participate in it?  

a. Answer question 

b. Quote 1 + explanation 

c. Quote 2 + explanation 

 

     3.    How are prejudice and bias created? How do we overcome them?  

a. Answer question 

b. Quote 1 + explanation 

c. Quote 2 + explanation 

 

     4.    What happens when belief systems of societies and individuals come into conflict?  

a. Answer question 

b. Quote 1 + explanation 

c. Quote 2 + explanation 

 



     5.    When should an individual take a stand in opposition to an individual or larger group?  

a. Answer question 

b. Quote 1 + explanation 

c. Quote 2 + explanation 

 

Both parts of this project must be completed before the first day of school. You will turn in on the first 

day of school. In addition to this assignment, be prepared to take a test over the novel in the first 

week of the 2018-19 school year. 

 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions:  hamison@chisddevils.com or text me at 

903-717-1658 
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