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Dear Sophomores, 

 I am so excited about having the opportunity to work with you again!  This summer you will be expected 

to read  Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe.    If you have any questions or problems, please feel free to 

e-mail me at bbrack@chisddevils.com. 

 

Things Fall Apart 

This novel takes place in Nigeria in 1890, during the period of Colonialism, which we will study and discuss. Achebe 

will plunge you into the Igbo society as it transitions tribal rule to British rule and dominance.  Amazon.com 

summarizes the plot of this novel like this:  “One of Chinua Achebe's many achievements in his acclaimed first novel, 

Things Fall Apart, is his relentlessly unsentimental rendering of Nigerian tribal life before and after the coming of 

colonialism. First published in 1958, just two years before Nigeria declared independence from Great Britain, the 

book eschews the obvious temptation of depicting pre-colonial life as a kind of Eden. Instead, Achebe sketches a 

world in which violence, war, and suffering exist, but are balanced by a strong sense of tradition, ritual, and social 

coherence. His Ibo protagonist, Okonkwo, is a self-made man. The son of a charming ne'er-do-well, he has worked 

all his life to overcome his father's weakness and has arrived, finally, at great prosperity and even greater reputation 

among his fellows in the village of Umuofia. Okonkwo is a champion wrestler, a prosperous farmer, husband to 

three wives and father to several children. He is also a man who exhibits flaws well-known in Greek tragedy: 

Okonkwo ruled his household with a heavy hand. His wives, especially the youngest, lived in perpetual fear of 

his fiery temper, and so did his little children. Perhaps down in his heart Okonkwo was not a cruel man. But his 

whole life was dominated by fear, the fear of failure and of weakness. It was deeper and more intimate than the 

fear of evil and capricious gods and of magic, the fear of the forest, and of the forces of nature, malevolent, red 

in tooth and claw. Okonkwo's fear was greater than these. It was not external but lay deep within himself. It 

was the fear of himself, lest he should be found to resemble his father. 

And yet Achebe manages to make this cruel man deeply sympathetic. He is fond of his eldest daughter, and also of 

Ikemefuna, a young boy sent from another village as compensation for the wrongful death of a young woman from 

Umuofia. He even begins to feel pride in his eldest son, in whom he has too often seen his own father. 

Unfortunately, a series of tragic events tests the mettle of this strong man, and it is his fear of weakness that 

ultimately undoes him.” 

 

Though some parts of the story may be confusing to you, please keep in mind that the plot is based on Achebe’s 

attempt to present the Nigerian culture realistically.   Once you have finished reading the novel, complete ONE of 

the projects from the following list.  If you have any questions -- or if you just need clarification about something,, 

don’t hesitate to contact me.  I won’t mind a bit! 
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PROJECT 

For this novel, you will choose one of the following five projects as the assessment for your 
summer reading.  Choose the one that best fits your interests and understanding of the novel. 

Choose the one that best suits your personal interests/gifts/talents as a student/thinker/creator. 
You may use Powerpoint, video, paper (or other medium), or computer document-based 
projects.  If you have another idea that you’d like to suggest or try, just run it by me first. 

The project is due on the first MONDAY of the school year, so be prepared to turn it 
in on that day.   

 
1. Collect into a booklet the Ibo proverbs you find throughout the novel. Write down the 

proverb and your interpretation of it by using its context. Illustrate each proverb in an 
interesting or unique way.  

 
2. Collect into a booklet the fears and superstitions you find. Illustrate these 

fears/superstitions in a unique and interesting way, and then provide an explanation for 
your choice of illustration. 

 
3. Throughout the novel you will find religious beliefs such as the influence of one’s chi, the 

power of Umuofia’s “potent war-medicine,” and the pervading influence of the Oracle of 
the Hills and the Caves. Create a presentation of these beliefs, using whatever format you 
feel is most effective and creative.  Be sure to illustrate in an appropriate way. 

 
4. In chapter 4 you will find a description of the Week of Peace. In chapter 5 there is a 

description of the Feast of the New Yam. Explain and portray these festivals in an 
appropriate presentation, making them both memorable and clear to your audience. 

 
5. The bride-price ceremony is found in chapter 8, the betrothal in chapter 12, and the 

wedding in chapter 14. Explain and portray this phase of village life in a presentation that 
is interesting and memorable for your audience. 
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903-563-2351 -- please identify yourself so that I know who I’m speaking to  :) 

 

In addition to this novel, you DO need to read the novel that you received from Mrs. Harvey, our librarian, 

Five People You Meet in Heaven  -- Mitch Albom.  We will discuss this the first week of school.   It is not 

optional reading -- I do expect you to have it read as well. 

mailto:bbrack@chisddevils.com

