
 
Plan for Learning for the 2020-2021 School Year 

 

Chapel Hill ISD has been working hard to design a strong start to the 2020-2021 school year.  We are excited 
about having students return in person on August 19, 2020.  It is not possible to remove all risk of COVID-19. 
Our school would like to assure you that we have put lots of effort, brainpower, and resources into designing 
the safest and most conducive learning environment for our students and staff. 
 
We wanted to take this opportunity and provide you with some answers to frequently asked questions that 
we are receiving.  These considerations are being planned based on the information that is available at this 
time.  This is an evolving document that is subject to change.   
 
On July 28, 2020, TEA published the document titled School Year 2020-2021 Public Health Guidance. 
That resource is the cornerstone for Chapel Hill’s COVID response planning.  The document can be 
found by clicking here. 

 
Health and Wellbeing 
 
What guidelines are driving the school’s decision making processes? 
The school will adhere to state and federal health guidelines, Centers for Disease Control (CDC) information 
(www.cdc.gov), local resources, and community needs.  
 
Will faculty and staff  be screened at school each day? 
As per the Texas Education Agency best practices for school districts, all faculty and staff are required to self-screen 
before coming onto campus.   
 
Will my child be screened at school each day? 
All parents and guardians are asked to self-screen students before utilizing school transportation, or before coming 
onto campus.  According to the Centers for Disease Control, symptoms to look for include:   

● Temperature of 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or higher when taken by mouth 
● Sore throat 
● New uncontrolled cough that causes difficulty breathing (or, for students with a chronic 

allergic/asthmatic cough, a change in their cough from baseline) 
● Diarrhea, vomiting, or abdominal pain; or 
● New onset of severe headache, especially with a fever 

Symptoms may appear 2-14 days after exposure to the virus.  Please take precautions and avoid close contact with 
people who are sick.  If your child is sick, please keep them home.   

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/SY-20-21-Public-Health-Guidance.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/


 
What if my child starts showing symptoms of COVID-19 at school? 
All staff will be mindful of students wellbeing throughout the school day.  If a child begins to demonstrate COVID-19 
symptoms, or other signs of illness, they will be referred to the school nurse.  Schools must immediately separate any 
student who shows COVID-19 symptoms while at school until the student can be picked up by a parent or guardian.  
 
How will I know if there is a positive case of COVID-19 at school?  

1.  If an individual who has been in a school is lab-confirmed to have COVID-19, the school must notify its local 
health department, in accordance with applicable federal, state and local laws and regulations, including 
confidentiality requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Family Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act (FERPA).   

 
2.  Schools must close off areas that are heavily used by the individual with the lab-confirmed case (student, 

teacher, or staff) until the non-porous surfaces in those areas can be disinfected, unless more than 3 days have 
already passed since that person was on campus. 

 
3.  Consistent with school notification requirements for other communicable diseases, and consistent with legal 

confidentiality requirements, schools must notify all teachers, staff, and families of all students in a school if a 
lab-confirmed COVID-19 case is identified among students, teachers or staff who participate in any on 
campus activities. 

 
Will my child be required to wear a mask? 
In accordance with the Governor’s Executive Order, all faculty and staff, and students in grades 4-12 will be required 
to wear a face mask, cloth face covering, or face shield.  Children in grades Pre-K through Three are encouraged to 
wear a face covering as well. 
 
Exceptions to the mandate include people who have a medical condition that prevents them from wearing a mask, 
people who are eating or drinking, and people who are exercising outdoors.   
 
It may be impractical for students to wear masks or face shields while participating in some non-UIL athletic or other 
extracurricular activities. When it is impractical for students to wear masks or face shields during those activities, 
schools must require students, teachers, staff, and visitors to wear masks or face shields when entering and exiting 
facilities and practice areas and when not actively engaging in those activities. 
 
Will my child have opportunities to sanitize their hands? 
Yes.  Faculty and staff will encourage additional breaks for handwashing, and provide greater access to hand sanitizer 
throughout the day, including student transitions during scheduled breaks and lunch rotations.  
 

 
 
 
 



Instructional Considerations 
 
Will there be changes to the 2020-2021 school calendar? 
At this time, the district does not feel it is necessary to make any changes to our adopted calendar.  The 2020-2021 
school calendar can be found by clicking here.  
 
How will Chapel Hill be providing instruction for the 2020-2021 school year? 
Chapel Hill ISD will be offering two learning options for the 2020-2021 school year:  TRADITIONAL IN-PERSON 
LEARNING and REMOTE LEARNING FROM HOME.  Chapel Hill ISD is committed to providing families with 
options in order for them to choose the plan that best fits the needs of their family.  All throughout the summer, our 
teachers and staff have been busy working to plan highly effective instructional opportunities to be delivered, whether 
students attend school in-person, or remotely from home.   
 
Parents will be given the opportunity prior to school starting to select a learning plan for their child.  This selection 
will remain in place for the first grading period (nine weeks of instruction.)  If a parent who chooses REMOTE 
LEARNING FROM HOME and wants their child to switch to an on-campus instructional setting, they MAY do so, but 
these transitions MUST occur only at the end of a grading period, if it will be beneficial to the student’s instructional 
quality.  Parents will need to schedule an appointment with the campus principal two weeks prior to the new grading 
period in order to schedule the transition. 
 
TRADITIONAL IN-PERSON LEARNING 
Face-to-face, traditional learning on campus, with increased disinfecting protocols and social distancing 
considerations. 
 
REMOTE LEARNING FROM HOME 
Full-time learning opportunities which occur virtually from home.  Remote Learners will be required to participate in 
online class activities and demonstrate progress on a daily basis, Monday-Friday.  Remote Learning will be a full 
course load of instruction and assignments that is comparable to what students who are attending school in-person 
will be required to complete. 
 
Attendance requirements, grading policies, and class participation expectations will be the same for both learning plan 
options. 
 
If you have not completed the 2020-2021 Return to School Learning Commitment and Health Assurances Form, 
please click http://tiny.cc/CHReadytoLearn. 
 
What are the rules about attendance for this school year? 
Per Texas Education Code (TEC), §25.092, students must attend 90% of the days a course is offered (with some 
exceptions) in order to be awarded credit for the course and/or to be promoted to the next grade. This requirement 
remains in force during the 2020-21 school year and applies to traditional, in-person learners or remote learners.. 
Given the public health situation, student attendance may be earned through the delivery of virtual instruction. 
 
 
 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/scschoolfiles/1041/approved_2020-2021_school_calendar_1.pdf
http://tiny.cc/CHReadytoLearn


How will grading be done for in-person learning and remote learning? 
In-person learning and remote learning will follow a similar format, have similar assignments, and similar material 
for each day.  Expectations for participation, engagement, and grading will be the same for in-person and remote 
learning.  For further information regarding campus grading policies, please refer to your child’s student handbook.   
 
Will remote learning in 2020-2021 be different from remote learning in the Spring of 2020? 
Yes.  TEA has given school districts different and more stringent requirements for remote learning during the 
2020-2021 school year.  These guidelines are more rigorous and structured than what was permissible during the 
2019-2020 COVID-19 emergency closure.  Chapel Hill ISD will work to empower and assist parents to help support 
their child’s learning. 
 
What would a routine day of remote learning look like for my child? 
High quality instruction delivered from a teacher is the cornerstone of learning.  Remote learning will require 
students to engage on a daily basis, Monday-Friday,  per course in order to receive new instruction, measure daily 
progress, and assess the acquisition of new concepts and skills.  Activities may include virtual meets with teachers 
through online platforms such as Zoom or Google Hangouts, links to videos and resources, and access to additional 
teacher-directed activities.   
 
If my child is involved in remote learning, how will they get help? 
Teachers will have structured schedules to share with students and parents to provide instructional support.  From 
virtual office hours, to whole class online meeting times, Chapel Hill teachers will work all throughout the school day 
balancing the needs of in person and remote learning.   
 
For families plugged into remote learning, technical support or questions about devices can be requested by reaching 
out to homelearning@chisddevils.com. 
 
At times like these, you may have questions, or might need a little extra help.  Our district has set up an Advocacy 
resource to help families.  Let us know if we can help, because...we care.  For academic support, mental health 
resources, or community assistance feel free to email us at  wecare@chisddevils.com.  
 
If my child is a remote learner, will they need a computer? 
In-person and remote learners will be assigned an elearning device.  Chapel Hill will be setting each child up with 
their own personal Chromebook when you come to your assigned Meet the Teacher appointment time.  This device 
will be used to facilitate learning at school and at home. 
 
Will STAAR testing take place during the 2020-2021 school year? 
Yes.  In compliance with state and federal legislation, all state assessments are scheduled to take place. 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:homelearning@chisddevils.com
mailto:wecare@chisddevils.com


Day-to-Day Operational Considerations 
 
What new cleaning protocols will be put in place? 
High-frequency, touchable surfaces will be wiped-down with a disinfectant daily, and more often as needed. 
Teachers will have access to additional supplies in their classrooms to ensure frequent sanitation opportunities are 
available.  All buses will be treated with disinfectant after each route. 
 
Will Chapel Hill ISD have extracurricular activities in 2020-2021? 
Throughout the spring emergency closure and summer break, Chapel Hill ISD has adhered to all University 
Interscholastic League (UIL) and TEA recommendations and guidance.  Chapel Hill will continue to review any 
additional information released for the new school year. 
 
Will my elementary child have recess?  Will my Junior High Student have any brain breaks outside? 
Yes.  Engaging in outdoor free play is a pivotal part of the adolescent learning process. Steps will be taken to practice 
reasonable social distance. 
 
Can I still come on campus during the school day? 
In order to minimize student and visitor exposure, guests will need to schedule an appointment with the campus they 
plan to visit prior to arrival.  During these visits, parents and other visitors must follow virus prevention and 
mitigation requirements of the school.  
 
Before a scheduled visitor is allowed onto the school campuses, school systems must screen all scheduled visitors to 
determine if the visitors have COVID-19 symptoms or are lab-confirmed with COVID-19, and, if so, they must remain 
off campus until they meet the criteria for re-entry. Additionally, school systems must screen to determine if visitors 
have had close contact with an individual who is lab-confirmed with COVID-19, and, if so, they must remain off 
campus until the 14-day incubation period has passed.  
 
Please contact the campus secretary to schedule your visit: 
Chapel Hill Elementary, Patti Holt, pholt@chisddevils.com, (903) 572-8096 ext. 397 
Chapel Hill Junior High, Cynthea Tejeda, ctejeda@chisddevils.com, (903) 572-8096 ext. 497 
Chapel Hill High School, Sylvia Ventura, sventura@chisdevils.com, (903) 572-8096 ext. 597 
Chapel Hill Special Services, Maria Tinoco, mtinoco@chisddevils.com,  (903) 572-8096 ext. 697 
Chapel Hill Athletics, David Schmitt, dschmitt@chisddevils.com, (903) 572-8096 ext. 572   
 
Can I bring lunch to my child? 
No. No outside deliveries of food will be allowed. In order to practice unnecessary exposure to Chapel Hill students 
and staff, outside lunch items brought in by a parent during the day will be prohibited.  Students will continue to be 
allowed to bring their own lunch from home. 
  
Will my child have access to water fountains? 
Water fountains will be retrofitted with dispensers to fill water bottles.  Students are encouraged to bring their own 
water bottle for day-to-day use. 
 

mailto:pholt@chisddevils.com
mailto:ctejeda@chisddevils.com
mailto:sventura@chisdevils.com
mailto:mtinoco@chisddevils.com
mailto:dschmitt@chisddevils.com


Will there be new protocols for students riding on a school bus? 
Students will be asked to use hand sanitizer upon boarding the bus and wear a face covering. 
 
Buses will be treated with disinfectant after each route. To help reduce the spread of illness, please do not allow your 
child to ride the bus if they are sick, or showing symptoms of illness. 
 
Where will the kids go in the morning when they are dropped off before school starts?  
Entrances and gates to gain access to campus will remain locked until 7:30 a.m. Please do not drop students off before 
that time. Students that arrive at school during bus transport will remain on the bus until 7:30 a.m. This will help to 
increase social distancing. After 7:30 a.m. students will have access to the cafeteria for breakfast, following set 
guidelines and procedures.  
 
Will breakfast cafeteria procedures be different? 
Yes, students will sanitize hands before entering the cafeteria.  Elementary students will eat in the cafeteria, and 
Junior High and High School students will eat in their first period teacher’s classroom. 
 
Will lunch cafeteria procedures be different? 
Yes, students will sanitize hands before entering the cafeteria to eat lunch. Students will practice social distancing by 
spreading out in the cafeteria, utilizing their student dividers, eating in outside areas, and the teacher's first period or 
homeroom classroom (for some elementary grade levels).  
 
Can I use my own device? 
To ensure students the best academic experience, the district will be providing chromebooks that are equipped with 
an educational technology filter and they will be equipped with the programs/icons that the students will need to be 
successful during remote learning.  Students will not be allowed to bring their home personal devices to school due to 
our network limitations. 
 
Will after school care still be provided during the school year? 
Yes.  Chapel Hill ISD will offer after school care as we have in the past with proper social distancing from 3:45 - 6:00 
p.m..  The cost is $6.00 per child, per day.  For more information, please contact Elementary Principal, Mrs. Misty 
Lake, mlake@chisddevils.com 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:mlake@chisddevils.com

