
English I 

Ms. Amison  

Hello!! Welcome to high school! I look forward to meeting you and spending the year with you. 
You will be receiving The House on Mango Street from the school. This is your book and you 
are getting for free! That’s pretty awesome! J We aren’t just giving you this book to do with as 
you please. You are required to read this over the summer. The book is not very long; you will 
notice most chapters aren’t longer than a couple pages. On the next page you will find your 
summer reading requirements. This must be finished and ready to turn in on the first day of 
school. Your first test will be over The House on Mango Street. So, please read it!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Freshmen Summer Reading 

Please answer the questions in complete sentences. Do your best to answer thoroughly and 
explain what you mean.  

 

Introduction: A House of My Own 

She talks about how special it was when she finally got a place of her own. Do you have a place 
that is all your own, that’s special to you? If so, where/what is it? Describe it.  

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

The House on Mango Street 

Why is the house on Mango Street an improvement over the narrator’s other homes? In 

what ways does it fall short of her “dream” house?  

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Hairs 

Draw out how each character’s hair is described.  (Papa, Carlos, Nenny, Kiki, and Esperanza) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Boys & Girls 

What qualities does the narrator want in a best friend? Can you relate? What qualities do you 
look for?  

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________ 

My Name 

Chandelier- a holder for several candles or electric lights 

Why does Esperanza not like her name? How do you feel about your name?  

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________ 

Our Good Day 

Briefly describe Lucy and Rachel. Why do you think Esperanza likes them? 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________ 

Laughter 

In what ways is Esperanza’s sister, Nenny, similar to Esperanza? 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________ 

Louie, His Cousin & His Other Cousin 

After Louie’s cousin is arrested for stealing the yellow car, why do Esperanza and his 

family all wave to him as the police drive him away? Why aren’t they upset he has been 

arrested? 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Marin 



What do you think about Marin—her hopes and dreams? Do you think there is something wrong 
with what she wants? Do you relate at all? 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Those Who Don’t 

What does the sentence “All brown all around, we are safe” mean? 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Alicia Who Sees Mice 

What is Alicia doing to escape from Mango Street? 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

And Some More 

What evidence is there in this chapter that Rachel and Lucy are learning to be prejudiced against 
people with dark skin?  

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

The Family of Little Feet 

What do the girls learn in this chapter? Why do you think “no one complains” when Lucy’s 
mother throws away the shoes? 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Chanclas 

How does this chapter show Esperanza is growing up? 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Hips 

Why does Esperanza think Nenny belongs to a world she, Rachel, and Lucy don’t belong 



to anymore? 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

The First Job 

This first job is Esperanza’s first opportunity to experience the world away from Mango 

Street. What does her first job teach her about men and women in general? 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Papa Who Wakes Up Tired in the Dark 

Why does Esperanza’s papa “wake up tired in the dark”? How does Esperanza feel about 

her father? 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Geraldo No Last Name 

What is significant about Geraldo not having a last name? How is he treated? 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Four Skinny Trees 

What do the four trees teach Esperanza? What do the trees symbolize? 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

No Speak English 

Why is Mamacita upset when the baby starts speaking English? What is Cisneros saying 

about Mexican children in this chapter? 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Rafaela Who Drinks Coconut and Papaya Juice on Tuesdays 

What does Esperanza learn from Rafaela about the life of a young married woman on 



Mango Street? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Sally 

Describe Sally. What does she want in life? 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Bums in the Attic 

Why is Esperanza happy to tell her guest that she has “bums” in the attic? What is she 

saying about her life on Mango Street? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Beautiful and Cruel 

Who is Esperanza talking about in the following passage? 

“…but I have decided not to grow up tame like the others who lay their necks on the 

threshold waiting for the ball and chain.” 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

A Smart Cookie 

Why does Esperanza’s mother quit school? What advice does she give her daughter? 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 List Esperanza’s mother’s talents. What can’t she do?  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Monkey Garden 

Have you ever had someone ruin something that was special to you? A place or a memory? How 
does Sally ruin the Monkey Garden? Why is Esperanza upset? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Red Clowns 



What happens to Esperanza at the carnival? Why does she say Sally lies to her? 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Linoleum Roses 

What is the significance of the title of this chapter? What do the linoleum roses represent? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

The Three Sisters 

 What do you think Esperanza wishes for? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Alicia & I Talking on Edna’s Steps 

Why does Alicia think it is important for Esperanza to think of Mango Street as her home and 
return to it someday? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

A House of My Own 

Why do you think Esperanza describes her house as “clean as paper before the poem”? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Mango Says Goodbye Sometimes 

Why does she describe herself as a girl who “didn’t want to belong”? What has Esperanza 
learned through everything and about home? 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 


