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Dear Juniors, 

  

I am so excited that you decided to take AP Language.  This summer as you begin your commitment to higher 

learning, please feel free to contact me anytime with questions, concerns, or worries.  I am here to help you 

through this process.  

  

Our focus for AP Language will be the concept of COURAGE through struggle and daily experiences..  Many of 

the selections that we read will come straight out of the American experience; some will not, but all will 

possess the concept of courage in our actions. 

 

With that being said, let me reveal your assignment.  This summer, I’m asking you to read Profiles in 

Courage by John F. Kennedy.  The summary of this selection as it appears on Amazon.com looks like this: 

“Written in 1955 by the then junior senator from the state of Massachusetts, John F. Kennedy's Profiles in 

Courage served as a clarion call to every American. The inspiring true accounts of eight unsung heroic acts by 

American patriots at different junctures in our nation's history, Kennedy's book became required reading, an 

instant classic, and was awarded the Pulitzer Prize. Now, a half-century later, it remains a moving, powerful, 

and relevant testament to the indomitable national spirit and an unparalleled celebration of that most noble 

of human virtues. 

This special "P.S." edition of Profiles in Courage commemorates the fiftieth anniversary of the book's 

publication. Included in this new edition, along with vintage photographs and an extensive author biography, 

are Kennedy's correspondence about the writing project, contemporary reviews of the book, a letter from 

Ernest Hemingway, and two rousing speeches from recipients of the Profile in Courage Award.”  We will 

reference this source throughout our analysis of language next year. 

 

The second book I’m asking you to read for next year is I Am Malala:  The Girl Who Stood Up 

For Education and Was Shot by the Taliban by Malala Yousafzai.  
 

 "I come from a country that was created at midnight. When I almost died it was just after midday." 

 When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl spoke out. Malala Yousafzai refused to 

be silenced and fought for her right to an education.  On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, when she was fifteen, she 

almost paid the ultimate price. She was shot in the head at point-blank range while riding the bus home from 

school, and few expected her to survive.  Instead, Malala's miraculous recovery has taken her on an 

extraordinary journey from a remote valley in northern Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations in New 

York. At sixteen, she became a global symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest nominee ever for the Nobel 

Peace Prize.  I AM MALALA is the remarkable tale of a family uprooted by global terrorism, of the fight for girls' 

education, of a father who, himself a school owner, championed and encouraged his daughter to write and 

attend school, and of brave parents who have a fierce love for their daughter in a society that prizes sons.  I 
AM MALALA will make you believe in the power of one person's voice to inspire change in the world. 

 

Assignment: 
After reading the two novels, write an essay that compares and contrasts the courage that Malala shows 

through her words and actions to the courage displayed in one of the stories from Profiles in Courage.  



 

You may use the block method of organization or the point-by-point method -- whichever works best for your 

personal discussion.  Be sure to support your discussion by including quotations with corresponding citations 

for each novel.  In addition, pull in one article from the school’s database to lend support to your discussion. 

Again, any information that you use from these sources should be correctly cited.  Include a works cited page 

as well with the publishing sources listed in alphabetical order and MLA format.  

 

The following are SAMPLE citations for these two novels; however, keep in mind that your copy may be a 

different publication, so check your information..  

 

Kennedy, John F. Profiles in Courage. New York: Harper & Row, 1964. Print. 

 

Yousafzai, Malala, and Christina Lamb. I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by the 

Taliban.  New York NY :Black Bay Books, 2015. Print. 

 

Citations for database articles are located at the ends of the articles, but be sure to use MLA format.   To 

access the database, go first to chisddevils.com, choose the menu for ‘campuses’ and choose ‘high school.’ 

Click on “Library Resources.”   You can then choose from either Gale or Brittanica, but I suggest Gale for this 

assignment.   Login is J225906 and password is ‘learn.’  If you need help in ANY way with locating information, 

please don’t hesitate to contact me via email or by text -- 903-563-2351.  I will answer you as quickly as 

possible. 

 

http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/docs/handouts/Organization_CompareContrast.pdf 

 

Summary of assignment: 

● Read Profiles in Courage and I am Malala 

● Complete comparison/contrast essay that includes text support from BOTH book and from two 

additional database articles. 

● Type essay in size 12 font; Times New Roman (or a simple font); doublespaced; cover sheet; works 

cited page 

  

The Summer Reading assignment is due on the first day of school.  You will receive ONLY half credit at any 

point after that. 

 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions:  bbrack@chisddevils.com or by 
text:  903-563-2351 
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