
AP World History 
Course Syllabus 

Lily Svrcek, Instructor 
School Phone: (903) 572-8096 

Course Introduction and Description: 
This course will provide the framework and illumination for historical grasp of place and 
time. The themes you will be studying are cultural diffusion, human interaction with the 
environment, origins and spread of religion and ideologies, conflicts, and cooperation of 
the historical evolution of man. Specific topics of studies; River Valley Civilizations, 
Empires, the Renaissance, the Columbian Exchange, the Scientific Revolution, the Rise 
of the West, the Enlightenment, Revolutions, World Wars, and the interacting modern 
world. Simply stated, this course will focus on the connections between civilizations ad 
identifying the continuities that link past and present. 
Ap 
Year Long Goals: 
1.    To examine how and why change occurs 
2.    To analyze and draw conclusions about recurring themes in World History 
3.    To improve reading comprehension and critical thinking 
4.    To become efficient writers of a historical essay 
5.    To prepare for the successful completion of the AP Exam in May 
  
 Objective to the mastered: 
  
By the end of the 8-month period, each student will be able to: 
  
1.    Master a broad set of knowledge 
2.    Demonstrate an understanding of historical chronology 
3.    Utilize primary and secondary sources 
4.    Interpret primary and secondary sources 
5.    Utilize critical thinking, reading, and writing skills 
6.    Work cooperatively with others 
7.    Prepare for the AP Exam 
  
Evaluation will be made through completion of projects, oral discussions, class 
presentations, short essays, quizzes, unit tests, major exams, document-based 
questions, written homework assignments, student-teacher collaboration, and a major 
research paper. 
  
  



  
  
Material Requirements: 
·         Three ring notebook with dividers. 
·         4 - 3 X 5 packs of index cards with lines. 
·         2 boxes of tissues. 
·         One set of colored dry erase markers. 
·         Red pen. 
·         Pen or pencil writing material of your choice. 
·         Notebook paper 
·         Yellow highlighter 
·         AP Cracking the World History Exam Premium Edition 
Rules: 
1.       When the tardy bell rings, you are to be in your seat ready to work. 
2.       No cell phones will be out (Must be in your backpack or purse). 
3.       Bring all supplies each day. 
4.       Acceptable responses- “Yes Ma’am” and “No Ma’am” 
5.       Treat others as you would like to be treated 
6.       Under no circumstances may a student wear or bring a hat into the classroom. (Any hat 
entering the room will be confiscated and kept until the last day of school). 
7.       I will dismiss you and not the bell. Please remain seated until I give you permission to 
leave. 
8.       Anyone not in his or her seats when the bell rings will be counted tardy. Anyone out of his 
or her seats without permission will be counted tardy. 
9.       Late work will receive a 70 the next day or a 0 there after. 
10.   You can make up three 0s for a 50 within the nine week period. 
11.   Avoid being absent. If you know of are absence ahead of time, please advice me of it so 
that we can discuss the work you will miss, etc. For an unplanned absence, please take every 
step possible to ensure that you return to school prepared for class (this might involve phoning a 
classmate). If a test has been announced and you know about it, you will be expected to take it 
on the day that you return to school. If you are absent, it is your job to see me the day you 
return to school and find out what you missed. You need to have a pen and paper when you do 
this so that you get the complete assignment. You have as many days as you were absent to 
turn in the makeup work. However, you ad of which you should be aware, especially if several 
days have been allotted during which the assignment is to be completed. I will not chase you 
down to give you missing assignment or makeup work. It is your responsibility. 
12. Your grade is made up of various categories: 
·         Homework and Classwork  25% 
·         Quizzes 30% 
·         Test, and  Folders  45% 
Notebook Requirements: 
·         Make a decorative cover 



·         Put syllabus in a Plastic sheet at the front (I will give the sheet back to you) 
·         Label dividers; Vocabulary, Section Reviews, and Test/Quiz 
·         If you need extra help, see me and we will arrange a time for help. 
Course Objectives: 
By the end of the course, students will be able to: 
A. Understand the significance of the past to their lives and to their society. 
B. Distinguish between the important and the inconsequential, to develop the 
“discriminating memory” needed for discerning judgment in public and personal life. 
C. Perceive past events ad issues as they were experienced by people at the time by 
analyzing both primary and secondary documents. 
D. Acquire a comprehension of diverse cultures and shared humanity. 
E. Comprehend the interplay of change and continuity, and avoid assuming that either is 
somehow more natural, or more to be expected than the other. 
F. Grasp the complexity of historical causation and avoid excessively abstract 
generalizations. 
G. Recognize the importance of individuals who have made a difference in history and the 
significance of personal character for both good and bad. 
H. Appreciate the force of the irrational and accidental in history and human affairs. 
I.        Understand the relationship between geography and history as a matrix of time, place 
and as context for events. 
J.        Read widely and critically in order to recognize the difference between fact and 
conjecture and between evidence and assertion. 

I understand and acknowledge the rules and procedures on this paper. 
Your signature: _________________________________________________ 

Your parent’s signature: __________________________________________ 

Mrs. Svrcek: ____________________________________________________ 

Principal: Mr. Ysasi: _______________________________________________________ 

 


