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At Chapel Hill, we take pride in being the premier public school district of choice that is All
About the A’s...Academics, Arts, Agriculture, Athletics, Advocacy, and Accountability.  After the
last �ive months, we have another “A” at Chapel Hill-Adaptable. In order to craft the best plan
for learning, we must be adaptable, willing to adjust to new situations, continue to advocate
for the Chapel Hill Learner, and show appreciation for the support of our community.

This document serves as the Chapel Hill ISD Return to School and Continuity of Services Plan.
These strategies are designed with two main priorities that must be balanced, which are
in-person learning and student/sta� well-being.  The following measures are intended to
assure students are able to stay at school as long as safely possible for everyone.  This
document is a product of collaboration between school district personnel, direction from local
health authorities, and guidance from the Texas Education Agency.  This plan is subject to
change as a response to our local health climate, and/or we receive additional guidance from
health authorities, TEA, and other municipalities.

Goal: The students and sta� of Chapel Hill will be engaged in a great year of learning in a safe
and secure environment that will allow all students to show academic gains, social emotional
development, and personal enrichment.

Objective: Chapel Hill ISD will continue to operate in alignment with recent Texas Education
Agency school health operations requirements.
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On September 17, 2021, updated public health guidance from the Texas Education Agency was
released.  The following information was taken directly from that document and can be found by
visiting the TEA webpage or clicking here.

School Health Operations Requirements
September 22, 2021

Required Actions if Individuals with Test-Con�irmed Cases Have Been in a School

1. If an individual who has been in a school is test-con�irmed to have COVID-19, the school
must notify its local health department, in accordance with applicable federal, state and
local laws and regulations, including con�identiality requirements of the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) and Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).

2. Upon receipt of information that any teacher, sta� member, student, or visitor at a
school is test-con�irmed to have COVID-19, the school must submit a report to the Texas
Department of State Health Services via an online form. The report must be submitted
each Monday for the prior seven days(Monday-Sunday).

3.  Consistent with school noti�ication requirements for other communicable diseases,
and consistent with legal con�identiality requirements, schools must notify all teachers,
sta�, and families of all students in a classroom or extracurricular or after-school
program cohort if a test-con�irmed COVID-19 case is identi�ied among students, teachers
or sta� who participated in those classrooms or cohorts.

Health and Hygiene Practices: Masks

Per GA-38, school systems cannot require students or sta� to wear a mask. GA-38
addresses government-mandated face coverings in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Other authority to require protective equipment, including masks, in an employment
setting is not necessarily a�ected by GA-38.

School systems must allow individuals to wear a mask if they choose to do so.

As much as possible, everyone is strongly recommended to keep a physical distance from
others of at least six feet.
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Proper cleaning of high frequency locations and surfaces has proven to be an e�ective
mitigation strategy.  All space will continue to be cleaned and disinfected on a daily basis.
Sta� will have access to necessary supplies to clean between classes or contacts,
especially commonly touched surfaces including keyboards, desks, and doors.  All school
vehicles will be cleaned and disinfected following each use.

All students and sta� are expected to self-screen for COVID-19 symptoms and exclude
themselves when experiencing symptoms.  All visitors will be screened for symptoms,
including a temperature check, prior to entering campus for any reason.

Additionally, as a reference for practices recommended by the CDC, see here.

Students Who Have COVID-19

As provided in this Department of State Health Services (DSHS) Rule, school systems must
exclude students from attending school in person for at least 10 days who are actively sick
with COVID-19, who are suspected of being actively sick with COVID-19, or who have
received a positive test result for COVID-19, and must immediately notify parents if this is
determined while on campus.

Parents must ensure they do not send a child to school on campus if the child has
COVID-19 symptoms or is test-con�irmed with COVID-19, until the conditions for re-entry
are met. See the DSHS rule for more details, including the conditions for ending the
exclusion period and returning to school.

A student demonstrating COVID-19 symptoms may return prior to the 10 day exclusion
period with a lab-con�irmed negative test and an alternative diagnosis from a physician.

Students Who Are Close Contacts

As a reference, close contact determinations are generally based on guidance outlined by
the CDC, which notes that individuals who are fully vaccinated may not need to follow the
stay-at home period.

As noted above, public health authorities will be noti�ied of all positive cases in schools.
While school systems are not required to conduct COVID-19 case investigations, local
public health entities have authority to investigate cases and are currently engaged in
cooperative e�orts on that front. Participation by individuals in these investigations
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remains voluntary. If school systems are made aware that a student is a close contact, the
school system must notify the student’s parents.

School systems may choose to require household-based close contact students to stay at
home during the below stay-at-home period if they are in an area with high or rising
COVID-19 case rates. This applies speci�ically to students who are close contacts because
an individual who lives in the same household is COVID-19 positive.

Independent of whether a school system chooses to implement the above requirement,
parents of students who are determined to be close contacts of an individual with
COVID-19 may opt to keep their students at home during the recommended stay-at-home
period. In cases when it is permitted, parents who opt to send their children to school in
the two weeks following exposure are encouraged to closely monitor their children for
symptoms.

For individuals who are determined to be close contacts, a 14-day stay-at-home period
was previously advised by the CDC based on the incubation period of the virus. CDC has
since updated their guidance, and the stay-at-home period can end for students
experiencing no symptoms on Day 10 after close contact exposure, if no subsequent
COVID-19 testing is performed.

Alternately, students can end the stay-at-home period if they receive a negative result
from a PCR acute infection test after the close contact exposure ends.

Sta� Who Have COVID-19 or Who are Close Contacts

Similar to students, school systems must exclude sta� from attending school in person
who are actively sick with COVID-19, who are suspected of being actively sick with
COVID-19, or who have received a positive test result for COVID-19. Sta� may return when
the re-entry conditions have been met, as described in the DSHS rule used for students.

For sta� who are not fully vaccinated who meet the close contact threshold with a
COVID-19 positive individual, it is recommended that the school system require that sta�
remain o� campus during the stay-at-home period, but this is a local employment policy
decision.

For sta� who meet the close contact threshold with a COVID-19 positive individual, if these
sta� continue to work on campus, rapid testing must be performed periodically for 10
days postexposure.
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