
Essential Learnings 

 

During the 2018-19 school year, our faculty worked diligently at each grade level to identify the 

“essential learnings.”  In grades K– 6 we began our work by identifying those skills in math and literacy 

we believe are the most important at a particular grade level.  For example,  we identified the most 

important math and literacy skills in grade 3, that if mastered, would ensure student success in grade 

4.   This process created an environment that allowed our staff to identify  what is most important at 

each of the grade levels,  and to organize curriculum sequentially to ensure there were no gaps in the 

learning process.  Similar work was begun at the high school.  Given the complexity of the work and 

the sheer number of courses offered, essential learnings were identified in a select group of courses.  

Work will continue to complete the process for all  subjects in high school.  

 

There are literally hundreds of skills or “standards” in the suggested k-12 curriculum.  There simply is 

not enough time to teach everything, and more importantly, ask students to master everything.   The 

“essentials” will be used to guide daily instruction, provide support for all students, and to communi-

cate student progress  to parents.  At the beginning of each school year, we encourage each parent to 

obtain a copy of the essential learnings and reinforce them at home.     
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Kindergarten  

Essential Standards 

Literacy 

 Write a letter or letters for most consonant and short-vowel (Phonemes) 

 Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print 

 Know and apply grade-level phonics, and word analysis skills in decoding words 

 Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables and sounds 

 

Math 

 Count to answer “how many?” 

 Read, write and represent from 0-20 

 Use objects or drawings to decompose (break apart) numbers less than or equal 

 to 10 into pairs in more than one way and record each decomposition (part) by a 

 drawing or an equation 

 Count to 100 by ones, fives and tens 



Literacy 

 Ask and answer questions about a text read aloud 

 Write an opinion piece about a topic or book they are reading 

 Write when they pick a topic and write an informative text with facts and provide a closure  

 Write narratives recounting two or more appropriately sequenced events using details 

 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text 

 Describe characters, setting, and major events in a story using key detail 

 Understand the organization of basic features of print 

 Demonstrate an understanding of spoken syllables and sounds in reading 

 Apply grade level phonics skills in decoding words 

 Read grade level text with accuracy and fluency to support comprehension  

Math 

 Count to 120 starting at any number 

 Add and subtract within 100 using concrete models or drawings 

 Find 10 more or 10 less than a given 2 digit number 

 Tell time to the half hour and hour on the analog and digital clock 

 Count collections of like coins (pennies, nickels, and dimes) 

First Grade  

Essential Standards 



Second Grade  

Essential Standards 

Literacy 

 Read and comprehend literature with complexity 

 Identify the main topic of multi-paragraph text 

 Read and comprehend informational texts 

 Read grade level text 

 Write opinion pieces 

 Revise and edit with adult or peer support 

 Write for extended and shortened time frames 

 Form and use irregular pronouns 

 Form and use regular and irregular verbs 

 Use adjectives and adverbs 

 

 

 

 

Math 

 Use addition and subtraction to solve 1 and 2 step  word 

 problems 

 Add and subtract within 20 using mental strategies 

 Understand place value up to three digits 

 Read, write, and make models of numbers to 1000 

 Compare 2 three digit numbers 

 Add and subtract with 100 fluently 

 Add up to 4 two digit numbers 

 Add and subtract within 1000 

 Tell and write time to the nearest 5 minutes with am 

 and pm 

 Solve money word problems and label coins correctly  



Third Grade  

Essential Standards 

Literacy 

 Read grade level text with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support  

 comprehension 

 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring 

 explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers 

 Describe characters in a story and explain how their actions contribute to the 

 sequence of events 

 Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about 

 a text, using terms such as chapter, scene, and stanza; describe how each  

 successive part builds on earlier sections 

 Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots of stories written by 

 the same author about the same or similar characters 

 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring 

 explicitly to the text as a basis for answers 

 Determine the main idea for a text, recount the key details and explain how 

 they support the main idea 

 Read and comprehend informational text, including history/social studies, 

 science, and technical text, at the high end of the grades 2-3 text complexity 

 band independently and proficiently. 

 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting the opinion with reasons 

 Write informative/explanatory text to examine a topic and convey ideas and 

 information clearly 

 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 

 effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.  

With guidance and support form adults, use technology to produce and publish 

writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English, grammar, and usage 

as appropriate for grade 3 when writing or speaking 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English, capitalization,  

punctuation, and spelling as appropriate for grade 3 when writing  

Math 

Use multiplication and division within 100 to solve word problems 

Determine the unknown number in a multiplication or division problem 

Understand division as an unknown factor problem 

Using computational fluency, multiply and divide within 100. By the end of third 

grade, automatically recall all products of two one digit numbers 

Solve one or two step word problems using the four operations 

Use place value understanding to round whole numbers to the nearest 10 or 100 

Computational fluency adding and subtracting within 10000 

Read and write numbers to 10000 using base 10, number names, and  

expanded form.  

Understand unit fractions 

Explain equivalence of fractions in special cases and compare fractions by  

reasoning their size. (Fraction on the same point on a number line, simple equivalent 

fractions, whole numbers as fractions) 

Tell time using quarters of  the hour. Tell and write time to the nearest minute and 

find time intervals. Solve word problems using addition and subtraction  



Literacy 

 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining 

 Be able to summarize and determine the theme of the 

 story 

 Describe character, setting, and events in a story 

 Determine the meaning of general or domain-specific 

 words 

 Interpret information from charts and graphs 

 Read grade-level text fluently 

 Produce clear and coherent writing 

 Use grammar properly (in writing and speaking) on 4th 

 grade level 

 Demonstrate command of simple and compound  

 sentences and correct fragments and run-ons 

 Use capitalization, punctuation, and spelling correctly 

 for grade 4 

 Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct 

 speech 

Math 

 Interpret multiplication as an equation 

 Solve multi-step word problems 

 Know factors and multiples of whole numbers 

 Add and subtract whole numbers fluently 

 Multiple one-digit by one-digit numbers and two-digit 

 by two-digit numbers 

 Find area and perimeter for rectangles 

 Add and subtract fractions and mixed numbers 

 Draw and identify points, lines, line segments, rays,  

 angles, parallel lines, and perpendicular lines 

Fourth Grade  

Essential Standards 



Fifth Grade  

Essential Standards 

Literacy 

 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the  text says explicitly 

 and when drawing inferences from the text 

 Examine a grade-appropriate informational text. Provide a summary.  

 Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key 

 details 

 Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, 

 events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on 

 specific  information in the text 

 Determine the meaning of general academic words and domain-specific 

 words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area 

 Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important  

 similarities and differences in the point of view and/or perspective they  

 represent 

 Recognize the distinguishing features of a paragraph including that multiple 

 sentences may be used to form  a paragraph and the author may indent or 

 skip a line to signal a new paragraph 

 Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding 

 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting the opinion with reasons 

 and information 

 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and  

 organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience 

 Engage effectively n a range of collaborative conversations/discussions (one-

 on-one, in groups, teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and 

 texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly 

 Produce complex sentences using dependent clauses and subordinating  

 conjunctions 

 Use correct capitalization. Use a comma to separate an  introductory  

 element from the rest of the sentence, set off appositives, the word yes or 

 no, set off a tag question from the rest of a sentence, and indicate direct  

 address. Use punctuation to separate items in a series   

Math 

 Properties of addition and multiplication 

 Generate pattern using input/output table 

 Read, write, and compare decimals to the thousandths 

 Base 10 numbers using exponents 

 Basic operations with decimals 

 Efficiently add and subtract fractions with unlike denominators 

 Conversions within customary units and metric units 

 Solve real world problems by multiplying fractions and mixed numbers  

 Find volume with cubic units 



Literacy 

 Examine a grade appropriate literary text: provide an 

 objective summary, determine theme of text, and how 

 it is conveyed through details 

 Recognize and distinguish features of a paragraph 

 Produce clear and coherent writing and the 

 development, organization, and style are appropriate 

 to task purpose and audience 

 Recognize and distinguish features of a paragraph 

 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 

 English grammar when writing or speaking; produce 

 compound complex sentences using dependent  

 clauses, subordinating conjunctions, coordinating  

 conjunctions. Produce complex sentences with a 

  variety of dependent clauses using subordinating  

 conjunctions 

 Demonstrate the meaning of words and phrases as 

 they are used in a text, including figurative and  

 connotative meaning; analyze the impact of a specific 

 word choice on meaning and/or tone 

Math 

 Apply and extend previous understandings of numbers 

 to the system of rational numbers 

 Apply the properties of operations to generate  

 equivalent expressions 

 Solve real world problems by writing and solving  

 equations with non-negative rational numbers 

 Solve real world and mathematical problems involving 

 area, surface area, and volume 

 Recognize and develop understanding of statistical  

 variability  

Sixth Grade  

Essential Standards 


