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As you read note how Franklin expresses his 

support of the Constitution.

I confess that I do not entirely approve this 

Constitution at present; but sir, I am not sure I shall 

never approve it: for having lived long, I have expe-

rienced many instances of being obliged, by bet-

ter information or fuller consideration, to change 

opinions even on important subjects, which I once 

thought right, but found to be otherwise. It is there-

fore that, the older I grow, the more apt I am to 

doubt my own judgment and pay more respect to 

the judgment of others.

Most men, indeed as well as most sects of reli-

gion, think themselves in possession of all truth, 

and that wherever others differ from them, it is so 

far error. Steele, a Protestant, in a dedication, tells 

the Pope that the only difference between our two 

churches in their opinions of the certainty of their 

doctrine is, the Romish Church is infallible, and 

the Church of England is never in the wrong. But, 

though many private persons think almost as highly 

of their own infallibility as of that of their sect, few 

express it so naturally as a certain French lady, who, 
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ABOUT THE READING Benjamin Franklin 
was eighty-one years old at the time of the 
Constitutional Convention. During the months 
he spent there, he worked with others to 
create a better form of government. Franklin 
knew how important it was to compromise. 
He urged his fellow delegates to focus on 
the common good. On September 17, 1787, 
he addressed the convention. After he spoke 
almost everyone present signed the document

Most people and most religious 
groups think they are always right. 
They believe that anyone who dis-
agrees with them is wrong.

Franklin does not yet completely 
support the Constitution, but 
thinks he may do so in the future.

VOCABULARY
consideration thought

apt likely

Romish Roman Catholic

infallible free from error

hereafter later
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in a little dispute with her sister said: “I don’t know 

how it happens, sister, but I meet with nobody but 

myself that is always in the right.”

Franklin further explains why he supports the 

Constitution.

In these sentiments, sir, I agree to this Constitution 

with all its faults—if they are such—because I 

think a general government necessary for us . . . I 

doubt, too, whether any other convention we can 

obtain may be able to make a better Constitution; 

for, when you assemble a number of men, to have 

the advantage of their joint wisdom, you inevitably 

assemble with those men all their prejudices, their 

passions, their errors of opinion, their local inter-

ests, and their selfish views. From such an assembly 

can a perfect production be expected?

It therefore astonishes me, sir, to find this sys-

tem approaching so near to perfection as it does; 

and I think it will astonish our enemies, who are 

waiting with confidence to hear that our councils 

are confounded like those of the builders of Babel, 

and that our States are on the point of separation, 

only to meet hereafter for the purpose of cut-

ting one another’s throats. Thus I consent, sir, to 

this Constitution because I expect no better, and 

because I am not sure that it is not the best.
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Because he knows he is not 
always right, Franklin supports the 
Constitution even if there are 
flaws in it.

When you form a group of peo-
ple, you can’t help but get 
both their strengths and their 
weaknesses.

The builders of the Tower of 
Babel could not talk to one anoth-
er clearly. Some enemies of this 
effort are hoping that the same 
thing will be true of those at 
the convention.
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WHAT DID YOU LEARN?

 1. Why did Franklin think it was hard for people to compromise?

 2. Why did Franklin think it was surprising that the Constitution was as good as it 

was?

 3. Why did Franklin support the Constitution?
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