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Updates to COVID-19 GUIDANCE (UPDATED 3-20-2020)

Continued learning opportunities for students

It is important that during the extended closure there is a continuation of educational delivery of core content
(English/Language Arts, math, science, social studies). While the focus for students for the remainder of the year
needs to be on core academic areas for all grade levels, districts that can continue to provide instruction for
elective courses may continue to do so; however, it is expected that many districts will have shortages of staff
who can continue to provide instruction, and districts may need to focus on a more limited scope of course
delivery. To assist districts in providing quality options for education, the Division of Elementary and Secondary
Education is assisting districts with various options:

• Districts may continue to use their district AMI plans that provide ongoing learning activities using blended
approach delivery options including digital, virtual, or delivery of educational packets to students.
• Districts may also utilize digital content through Virtual Arkansas Grades 9 (Canvas LMS with your district
teachers).
• Districts may utilize digital content through the Arkansas Public School Resource Center.
• Districts may utilize the state-supported Arkansas AMI Learning Guides with Arkansas PBS (AETN)
programming.

Details about delivery options listed above can be accessed here.

The DESE and Arkansas PBS have partnered to support teachers, families, and students by
providing Arkansas AMI Learning Guides associated with PBS educational programming. An additional
option for grades PK-8 will be available utilizing state-supported Arkansas AMI Learning Guides with
Arkansas PBS (AETN) programming. Beginning March 30 on Channel 2, Arkansas PBS will alter its regular
television programming to provide age-appropriate educational content for three specific grade bands (PK-2,
3-5, 6-8). The Arkansas AMI Learning Guides will support home-based instruction in association with the PBS
educational television programs to promote activities that students and families may use to practice existing
skills, learn new topics, and interact with one another in a meaningful way.

Suspension of requirements

Grading and attendance requirements have been suspended per Gov. Asa Hutchinson’s signed Executive Order
20-06. An amendment to his original emergency declaration regarding COVID-19 instructs state agencies to
identify regulatory statutes, orders, and rules that are hindering or preventing the rapid response necessary to
combat the spread of and recovery from COVID-19. The 30-day suspension of these provisions provides for
districts to have maximum flexibility in making decisions regarding how to deliver instruction and monitor
progress, including the reassignment of personnel to support educational delivery of core content. The
suspension was in effect on March 17, 2020.

Communities are encouraged to engage with school districts to create safe learning zones where students can
access Wi-Fi and technology support or pick up educational packets.

Seniors

Seniors who are on track to graduate and in good standing as of the 3rd nine weeks reporting period will be
considered “as meeting the graduation requirements” for the state of Arkansas. School districts may still
implement local policies for honor graduates and class rank and should make local decisions regarding end-of-
year engagement for current high school seniors regarding graduation. We encourage districts to find ways to
continue to support seniors’ next steps, such as assisting with FAFSA, scholarship applications, applications for
post-secondary opportunities, etc. Seniors who were not on track must be given the opportunity for credit
recovery. Students enrolled in courses for weighted credit, such as AP or IB, should still receive weighted credit(Date: 3/25/2020 8:55:13 AM)  Page 2 of 8
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regardless of the ability of a student to take an AP/IB/or other assessment. It is important to note that waivers of
the following have been approved for current seniors:

• Civics exam
• CPR
• Digital Learning
• Personal Finance

Click here to access Arkansas Graduation Requirements.

State Assessments

Due to the extraordinary circumstances created by the COVID-19 pandemic and resulting school closures,
states have been provided flexibility regarding the assessment and accountability requirements under the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA), as amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act
(ESSA). Given the widespread, extended school closures, and the interruption in school operations and on-site
classroom education, Arkansas will cancel administration of state testing for the spring of 2020. This includes the
ACT Aspire, the Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM), and the K-2 assessments. Arkansas will participate in the U.S.
Department of Education’s expedited waiver process and will be seeking broad flexibility from both assessment
and accountability provisions.

Special Education

The special education guidance on the COVID-19 webpage will continue to be updated. Please continue to
access it for ongoing information during the extension of school closures to on-site instruction.

Staffing during extended closure

We continue to have questions related to staffing during AMI days, related to both certified and classified staff
requirements. The directive is that schools must be closed to on-site instruction; however, there are essential
personnel who will need to continue to work, and there are essential duties that must be performed. Each district
must identify essential personnel and essential work functions and will have to call upon staff accordingly. In
some cases, essential staff may include teachers coming on-site to prepare AMI packets or to deliver virtual
instruction from their classroom site. Classified staff may be needed to assist with meal delivery or assistance
with AMI packets.

Individuals should adhere to the Arkansas Department of Health’s recommendations for social distancing and
group size limitations. Individuals who have been advised or required to quarantine should follow the ADH
requirements. No one should report to work if he/she is sick. Districts should recognize there are staff members
who have higher risks due to health conditions or live in a household with persons at a higher risk and might
need added flexibility. Districts have broad flexibility in providing opportunities for employees to work modified
hours or to work from home. As a way to address concerns with docking pay of contracted staff who can’t or
shouldn’t come to work, placing those individuals on paid administrative leave is an option.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Updates to COVID-19 GUIDANCE (UPDATED 3-18-2020)

The Division of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) is looking at options to meet the needs of
candidates in Educator Preparation Programs affected by COVID-19. We hope to have details out by
Friday. We want to assure you that we are working to communicate options available for candidates.(Date: 3/25/2020 8:55:13 AM)  Page 3 of 8
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For students in the Arkansas Professional Pathway to Educator Licensure (APPEL): Praxis testing centers
are now closed through April. APPEL will allow candidates to apply for the 2020 APPEL application
window, even if they have not met the testing requirements. They must meet ALL other criteria and fully
submit the APPEL application. The criteria required are:

• Transcripts showing degrees conferred
• Proof of payment for background check
• Two (2) letters of recommendation, including contact information, for person making the recommendation
• Passing score reports for Praxis subject assessments are not required for application

Governor Asa Hutchinson has given indication he expects schools to be open on March 30, 2020. To that
end, DESE is working towards guidance on reopening considerations for districts and families.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Updates to COVID-19 GUIDANCE (UPDATED 3-16-2020)

DESE COVID-19 Webpage: The Division of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) has created a
webpage devoted to education-related information regarding COVID-19.
http://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/divisions/communications/covid-19-information

Special Education Services: Specific guidance for special education services in Arkansas can be found at
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1x7gETXf-2hJidZ9GUXDxvcvQKUqD75MkT0Y--z6_O80/edit?
usp=sharing.

Child Nutrition Information: On March 14, 2020, the United States Department of Agriculture approved a
wavier for the DESE Child Nutrition Unit. The waiver is for non-congregate feeding in the Seamless Summer
Option (SSO) due to unanticipated school closures due to the novel coronavirus. The approved waiver
granted the following:

• Food and Nutrition Services (FNS) granted a waiver of the congregate feeding requirement for approved SSO
sponsors in good standing through June 30, 2020, or upon expiration of the federally declared public health
emergency, whichever is earlier.
• This flexibility allows, for approved Districts, to provide meals to be taken and consumed offsite, allowing for social
distancing during the novel coronavirus.
• FNS also granted a waiver of the requirement that SSO meals be served at non-school sites during unanticipated
school closures due to the novel coronavirus.

All Superintendents and Child Nutrition Directors were emailed on March 15, 2020, with step-by-step
instructions. Districts closed due to COVID-19, must have an approved SSO site and complete the non-
congregate feeding waiver, if needed. Contact the Child Nutrition Unit at 501-324-9502 if there are
questions.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Updates to COVID-19 GUIDANCE (UPDATED 3-13-2020)
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Gov. Asa Hutchinson held a press conference today and provided an update about COVID-19. The video of
the press conference is available at https://bit.ly/39Pd5VF.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention issued recommendations on school closures. These
recommendations, which are available at the following link, are based on science, reports, and by consulting
with school health experts: https://bit.ly/39QxCci.

Updated Contact Information

In an effort to effectively field concerns related to school closures and school/student-related concerns of
potential positive COVID-19 cases, the Arkansas Department of Health has designated a hotline for school
personnel to utilize to report concerns. Additionally, Arkansas Children’s Hospital has designated a hotline
number to field concerns related specifically to the known presumptive positive case at ACH mentioned in
the March 12 press conference. For all other concerns, individuals should use the MAIN COVID-19 Hotline
number. These pertinent numbers are listed below:

School Designated COVID-19 Hotline: 1-833-504-0155

Arkansas Children’s Hospital Hotline: 1-800-743-3616

MAIN COVID-19 Hotline: 1-800-803-7847

Districts can email education questions to ade.communications@arkansas.gov.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Updates to COVID-19 GUIDANCE (UPDATED 3-12-2020)

Due to the growing number of presumptive positive COVID-19 cases, as well as a continued increase in the
number of people who have come in direct contact with those who have the virus, the Arkansas
Department of Health, in coordination with the Arkansas Department of Education, is closing all public
schools in Grant, Jefferson, Pulaski, and Saline Counties. As of today (3-12-20), only schools in these four
counties are being closed because of COVID-19.

Schools in these counties began dismissing students today and will remain closed until March 30. Schools
have the option of utilizing Alternative Methods of Instruction, as well as determining the appropriate
number of staff needed to ensure essential school functions (such as payroll, AMI days, etc.), are addressed.
Schools also are asked to limit exposure by postponing all extracurricular activities. During this time, there
are no restrictions to the number of consecutive days for which AMI can be used.

To ensure students continue to have access to nutritious meals during the closure, the Arkansas
Department of Education has applied for two U.S. Department of Agriculture waivers that would allow the
state to approve a school’s request to utilize the waivers to continue to provide meals for students during
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the closure. To learn more, go to https://bit.ly/2Qar9RM. More information will be provided as it becomes
available.

The Arkansas Department of Health has been designated as the lead agency in coordinating information
and response to the virus. ADH has established a dedicated phone line for school officials to call with
questions: (833) 504-0155. The phone line is open from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. For
urgent after-hours needs or on weekends, call (800) 803-7847.

ADE will continue to provide updates as more information is available. Be sure to also follow the
department on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Updates to COVID-19 GUIDANCE (UPDATED 3-11-2020)

Governor Hutchinson held a press conference this morning and released a proclamation that details action
to prevent the spread of COVID-19. The proclamation can be accessed here. Because Arkansas has been
planning a COVID-19 response for months, the state is well-positioned to begin containment efforts. The
Arkansas Department of Health (ADH) will continue to act as the lead agency to work in concert with other
state agencies to respond to the COVID-19 virus.

School and school activities will continue at this time, and the Arkansas Department of Education (ADE), in
consultation with the Arkansas Department of Health, shall provide guidance to local school districts and
institutions of higher education to address concerns related to the virus and take all actions necessary to
ensure the continuation of education. The Secretary of Health, in consultation with the Secretary of
Education, shall have sole authority to close public school campuses throughout the state for reasons
related to COVID-19. The situation will be monitored closely.

Planning

Should extended closures become necessary, the ADE understands the importance of coordination in
planning and responding to needs and will provide as much guidance as possible in how closures should be
conducted, including the handling of student and staff absences. The ADE is working with federal agencies
and the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) to identify issues that will need to be addressed if
school closures become necessary, such as possible modifications to state testing windows and
continuation of meals for students in need.

It is also important to note that The Division of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) has extended all approved
2019-2020 Alternate Methods of Instruction (AMI) applications for up to ten days.

Travel

State employees have been directed to clear their professional out-of-state travel plans with their Department’s
Secretary. All citizens are asked, however, to review and rethink travel plans to consider whether plans will put
themselves or others at higher risk of transmission. School districts should evaluate school-sponsored travel plans and ask
school-district employees to consider risks associated with their personal travel plans, including spring break.

New Resource for Arkansas
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The University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences (UAMS) is pleased to announce that UAMS HealthNow, its
24-hour digital connection to healthcare professionals, will soon offer free screenings for all Arkansans who
have questions about whether they may have the COVID-19 virus. UAMS HealthNow site will have a
screening tool with a series of questions about their symptoms, age, overall health, travel and other
potential exposure to the COVID-19 virus and guide them regarding next steps, if any. This may include a
video session with a UAMS HealthNow provider, advice to contact their local physician for further
evaluation and possible testing for the virus.

People who have symptoms and who have been exposed to COVID-19 are urged not to visit a physician
office, urgent care clinic, emergency room or hospital without first talking to the facility and getting
instructions on how to prevent spreading the virus to healthcare providers and other patients.

This service will be available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to patients of all ages across the state of
Arkansas and can be accessed from a smart phone, tablet, laptop, or
computer. https://uamshealth.com/healthnow/

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

General Information and Guidance for Schools-Novel Coronavirus (ISSUED 3-3-2020)
While currently there are no confirmed cases of novel coronavirus (COVID-19) in Arkansas, we recognize the importance
of planning and communication to ensure the safety of all Arkansans. Because we share a primary responsibility for the
safety and well-being of Arkansas students, the Division of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) would like to
provide guidance with the respiratory illness by COVID-19.

Coronaviruses are a large family of viruses that usually cause mild respiratory illnesses such as the common cold.
COVID-19 is a disease caused by a new coronavirus identified in humans this last December (2019).
The Arkansas Department of Health has been designated as the lead agency in coordinating information and response to
COVID-19. Information can be accessed
at: https://www.healthy.arkansas.gov/programs-services/topics/novel-coronavirus
Please review the detailed guidance from ADH, which is attached to this memo.

Guidance about Students and Staff Who Have Traveled or Possibly Been Exposed to COVID-19
At present ADH are monitoring travelers who have returned within the last 14 days from countries with sustained
community transmission. At present these are the affected countries: China, South Korea, Italy, Iran, and Japan. As the
epidemic spreads, we will likely also monitor travelers from other affected countries. Travelers from affected countries
are advised to stay at home and monitor for symptoms until 14 days have passed from their departure from that country,
while limiting interaction with others. Once 14 days have passed without any symptoms of illness, CDC recommends
these travelers be allowed to return to school and public activities.
It is recommended that schools communicate with parents to let them know that the district is aware of the risk of
COVID-19 internationally, the district is working with ADH to identify students and staff who may have traveled from the
affected countries, and district staff will collaborate with ADH if any such students or staff are identified. Districts are
requested to identify any student or staff who may have departed China (or, in the future, any other affected country)
within the last 14 days. This information is permitted to be shared with ADH under the public emergency rule.
Schools should inform their school nurse if any students or staff have traveled to these countries so that the nurse can
advise regarding home self-quarantine and assist with self-monitoring. Please report this information to ADH at
501-537-8969.

If a student is identified as having traveled from China (or other affected country) in the last 14 days and has symptoms
(fever, cough, and shortness of breath), they should immediately be placed in a single room and have a mask placed on
them. Others in the room should wear a mask. If physical contact is required, then gown, gloves and mask should be
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worn. Any suspected case (with symptoms) of COVID-19 should be reported to ADH immediately at 501-537-8969 (M-F
8:00 AM – 4:30 PM) or 1-800-554-5738 (after hours and weekends).
Unless students and staff are found to be at risk, schools do not need to take any special precautions beyond the normal
recommendations to prevent the spread of viruses in schools. To reduce the risk for getting and spreading viral
respiratory infections, including the flu and the common cold, encourage them to take simple steps to help prevent
COVID-19. These include:

· Staying home when they are sick.
· Frequent hand washing with soap and water. If soap and water are not readily available, using an alcohol-based
hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol.
· Advising persons to avoid touching their eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.
· Following the school's routine cleaning and disinfection program.
· Cover your mouth when coughing or sneezing.
· Urging students and staff to get a flu shot during the flu season.
· Providing adequate supplies for good hygiene.

The DESE will continue to coordinate with other state agencies and will provide ongoing updates as new information
develops. Should it become necessary, outbreaks in school districts will be managed with assistance of the local
Departments of Health and/or county office of emergency management; therefore, districts should communicate with
local officials to plan accordingly.

Districts should also review approved Alternative Methods of Instruction (AMI) plans and communicate with teachers,
parents and community members how decisions will be made if it’s determined that there is a need for Alternative
Methods of Instruction. The Division of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) has extended all approved
2019-2020 AMI applications for up to ten days. In addition, DESE will accept new AMI applications for the 2019-2020
school year from districts that did not previously apply. The deadline for submission is May 1, 2020.

School nurses and school administrators will continue to receive updated guidance as the DESE has new information to
share.

Health related questions regarding the information provided in this memo may be directed to Cheria McDonald, State
School Nurse Consultant, at cheria.mcdonald@arkansas.gov . For all other inquiries, contact Don Kaminar
at John.Kaminar@arkansas.gov.

Attachments

• LetterCovid19-2.28.20final_082832.pdf
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