
Minutes of the March 11, 2019 of  
Midland School Board Meeting 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm with all members present except Joe Cox who was unable to 
attend and Brandon Langle, who entered at 7>03 pm. 
 
The board recognized students who competed in the Future City competition in Huntsville, AL in 
January.  Mrs. McFarland introduced Cade Harrison and John McFarland, who were two of the young 
men that competed this year.  The students walked the board through the project and answered 
questions the board members had of them.   
 
Mrs. Dacia Jones, Discovery Education mentor, addressed the board and provided an updated on 
Midland’s STEAM transformation with Discovery Education.  Mrs. Jones stated that we are ahead of the 
curve of the initiative the state is moving.  We are only thirteen months into the transition and our 
teacher innovators are working very hard.  When asked if STEAM will improve our test scores, Mrs. 
Jones told the board that STEAM in the classroom is a tool for teachers to better reach their kids.  It is 
not a curriculum nor does it replace the Reading and math programs that we have.  We still use Phonics 
First and computational math to teach kids.  A hands on project will better assist the students in 
remembering and understanding what was taught.  Mrs. Jones is asking the innovators to reach out to a 
colleague and begin bringing them on board and all teachers are encouraged or required to visit the 
learning labs on days they are set up.  Mrs. Jones reiterated that STEAM is not a curriculum, it is a tool to 
connect students to what they are interested in.  Midland plans to use the ACT Aspire assessment and 
MAP assessments to assess the effectiveness of our STEAM transformation.   Mrs. Jones wanted the 
board to know that it takes three years to solidify change.   
 
A motion was made by Brandon Langle and seconded by Bryson Wood to approve the minutes of the 
February 18 meeting with the correction made on page two of the minutes.  The vote was 6-0 with all 
being in favor.  Motion carried.   
 
A motion was made by Jeff Moore and seconded by Margaret Milam to approve the financial statement 
for the month of February 2019.  The vote was 6-0 with all being in favor.  Motion carried.   
 
Mr. Wammack shared that our numbers were down a few to 499 students currently enrolled.   
 
Mrs. Meharg gave the elementary report consisting of: 

 The elementary celebrated Dr. Seuss week February 25 – March 1.  Mrs. Cindy made her 
traditional cake for Dr. Seuss birthday.   

 The SPIRIT award winners were:  Ainsley Knuckles, Prek; Briar Blevins, 2nd; Summer Dickerson 
and Carley Piety, 3rd; and Marshall Quattlebaum, 6th. 

 Mrs. Meharg thanked Mrs. Milam for touring the campus on March 5th. 

 The elementary was awarded an EAST grant to establish an EAST lab on the campus next year.  A 
group representing the elementary went to the EAST conference and GALA on March 13th for 
the announcement.   

 March 29th the Pee Wee banquet will be held at the elementary.  

 The elementary will be taking the ACT Aspire assessment April 22 – 26. 
 
 



Mr. Madden gave the high school report consisting of: 

 Dr. Jody Smotherman and Ms. Amy Finster from White River Health Services visited with the 
administrators asking how they can be more involved.  Dr. Smotherman was amazed at the 
number of backpacks from the food pantry was sent home.  He stated he would send a check for 
$1000 to go toward our food pantry on behalf of WRHS.   

 The seniors took their required Civics exam and all passed. 

 Chasity Reeves and Paige Brumley went to Searcy to accept a Historical Book that was donated 
to the high school library by the Tax Collector of White County.   

 He thanked Mr. Joe Cox for touring the high school campus on March 5th. 

 On March 6th, the FFA district Equine Judging team finished 3rd overall and will compete in the 
Stated FFA competition.  Chancey Berg finished 9th and Isabella Carpenter finished 17th.  The 
Veterinary Science team finished 28th overall.   

 The high school will be taking the ACT Aspire assessment April 9 -12. 
 
The board took no action on a student wanting to have a legal transfer to our district.  They wanted 
more information and will decide at our April meeting. 
 
Mr. Wammack shared with the board the conversation he and Mr. Burns had regarding a pump station 
being placed on the school property when the sewer system is installed.  Mr. Burns and his consultant 
stated it would be best if the city owned the 25 ft. x 25 ft. piece of land so they could secure it.  A 
motion was made by Nathan Wood and seconded by Glen Gay to donate the piece of land Mr. Burns 
pointed out to the city.  The vote was 6-0 with all being in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Wammack share the cost of running the toddler and infant room throughout the summer.  The 
expense for summer hours last year was $17,225.18.  The revenue was $4494.00.  Mr. Wammack 
wanted the board to be aware of the cost in case this becomes an issue in the budget. 
 
Mr. Wammack shared the phone policy that was sent to the ADE for approval before purchasing IP 
intercom phones to be placed in each of the high schools classrooms.  Mr. Wammack asked the board to 
approve purchasing enough phones to place in all classrooms throughout the district.  This will allow for 
secure conversations between the office and classrooms and will also allow teachers to make regular 
contact with parents during prep periods when needed.  He stated that the high school was previously 
approved and that he would recommend adding the elementary and preschool.  A motion was made by 
Brandon Langle and seconded by Jeff Moore to add phones for the classrooms at the elementary and 
preschool using the phone policy presented.  The vote was 6-0 with all being in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Wammack provided the following updates: 

 The bleachers are removed in the gym and Mr. Odell has painted the lower half of the gym the 
beige we have in the lobby.  Gym Masters will redo the floor March 13th through 15th and the 
bleachers should arrive the week of Spring Break.   

 Still working on finding donations to assist with the marquee sign at the elementary.   

 We are working on the certified salary schedule for next year.  We are also working on the 
classified schedule to meet the minimum wage.   

 Mrs. Milam and Mr. Cox toured the campus with me on March 5th and was able to see a lot of 
the good things going on at our schools and to look at our facilities.   

 Robert from Noland Service Company came and spoke to me about a program that Entergy has 
for saving energy with Wi-Fi Thermostats.  He has installed these at the Riverview District and 



was wanting to help us out.  I spoke to Mr. Rutledge at Riverview and so far he was pleased with 
their work.  I will get more information from Clear Result and see what they say.  There is no 
cost to the district to do this upgrade. 

 A motion was made by Jeff Moore and seconded by Nathan Wood to approve the 2019-20 
school calendar provided by the PPC.  The vote was 6-0 with all being in favor.  Motion carried. 

 A motion was made by Jeff Moore and seconded by Glen Gay to approve the 2018 Audit that 
was just received.  The vote was 6-0 with all in favor.  Motion carried. 

 
The meeting moved to executive session at 9:02 and returned to open session at 9:39. 
 
Brandon Langle stepped out of the room.  A motion was made by Jeff Moore and seconded by Margaret 
Milam to renew Mrs. Meharg’s contract as Elementary Principal for the 2019-20 school year.  The vote 
was 5-0 with all being in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Langle returned.  A motion was made by Brandon Langle and seconded by Nathan Wood to renew 
Mr. Madden’s contract as high school principal for the 2019-20 school year.  The vote was 6-0 with all 
being in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
A motion was made by Jeff Moore and seconded by Glen Gay to accept the resignations of the following 
certified teachers:  Karen Wells, high school Media Specialist/AP Lang. Arts; Angela Muse, Literacy 
Coach, Testing coordinator, English teacher; Larry McBride, High School Science; Melissa Brackett, 
Elementary PE and Pee Wee basketball.  The vote was 6-0 with all in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:43 pm. 


