
Midland School Board Minutes 
November 14, 2016 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:03 pm.  All members were present except Mr. Wood who 
entered at 7:08 pm.   
 
Mr. Marshall Hughes, First Security Beardsley Public Finance, discussed the Lease Purchase 
agreement with the board.  He presented an agreement for $116,969 at 3.19% interest for the LED 
lighting project that will change out all the lighting across the district.  A motion was made by Jon 
Farrar and seconded by Joe Cox to “Adopt the Resolution Authorizing a $116,969 Lease Purchase 
Agreement for the purpose of acquiring and installing lighting equipment; designating the Lease 
Purchase Agreement as a Qualified Tax Exempt obligation; and authorizing and prescribing other 
matters related thereto and to employ First Security Beardsley Public Finance as Fiscal Agent.”  The 
vote was 7-0 with all in favor.  Resolution passed. 
 
A motion was made by Jon Farrar and seconded by Jeff Moore to approve the minutes of the 
October 17, 2016 board meeting.  The vote was 7-0 with all in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
A motion was made by Jon Farrar and seconded by Brandon Langle to approve the October Financial 
statement.  The vote was 7-0 with all in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Wammack shared the current enrollment numbers as of November 7th for the district.  
Elementary has 304 students enrolled and the HS has 240 students for a total of 544 students.  That 
is up 27 students from this time last year. 
 
Mr. Wammack presented the elementary report for Mrs. Meharg which consisted of: 

- First quarter academic awards were held on October 26th 
- October SPIRIT students were selected on October 31st.  Students selected were Madilynn 

Quinn (PreK-K), Avery Knuckles (1st/2nd), Chase Weaver (3rd/4th), and Brooke Rattan 5th/6th) 
- We honored our local veterans with Lemonade on the lawn on Veteran’s day.  Mr. Britt 

Currie and 3rd grader Jacob Canard performed patriotic songs for the crowd. 
- As of November 14th, the current enrollment at the elementary is 304 students. 

 
Mr. Butterworth presented the high school report consisting of: 

- ACT Aspire Interim Assessments will be given Thursday November 17 
- Our Red/White Basketball game was a success to start off the basketball year. 
- Our pep band played at the homecoming pep rally.   
- Mrs. McFarland, Mrs. Tharp, Mr. Calhoun, and Mrs. Branscum attended training on Learning 

Blade to increase implementation of STEM in the classroom. 
- Seth Kirk and Angela Webb were selected as the 9th grade Batesville Optimist Students of 

the Month 
- Nick Hurst and Sydney Marx were chosen as the first recipients of the SPIRIT  award for 

showing the Mustang SPIRIT at MHS. 
- Mrs. Tharp will be taking students from EAST to the Arkansas Coalition for Student Voice in 

Education. 
- Our students competed in the Special Olympics bowling tournament on November 9th 
- FCCLA will be assisting the women’s shelter in moving on November 16th. 

 



Mr. Cox left the room as the board discussed a proposed Resolution to use “The Speckled Calf 
Designs” for shirts and other things.  Mr. Wammack shared with the board that he would send the 
resolution to the Commissioner of Education for his approval.  A motion was made by Jon Farrar and 
seconded by Glen Gay to approve a resolution allowing Midland Schools to use “The Speckled Calf 
Design” store pending approval by the Commissioner of Education.  The vote was 6-0 with all being 
in favor.  Motion carried.  Mr. Cox returned to the meeting after the vote. 
 
Mr. Wammack presented the Independence County Mitigation plan to the board for their approval 
of a Resolution to accept the plan.  A motion was made by Jon Farrar and seconded by Brandon 
Langle to approve the Resolution to accept the Mitigation plan.  The vote was 7-0 with all being in 
favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Wammack presented the board with the current Crisis plan for the district.  He explained that 
we do a fire drill each month and tornado drills in September, January, and February.  We did an 
Active Shooter drill in October.  We are currently evaluating our plan to have another Active Shooter 
Drill in the spring.  Mr. Wammack stated that in an emergency there is really three things that can 
be done:  We can evacuate, Lock down, or secure the building.  In the past, we have Locked Down in 
cases of Active Shooter.  With the ALICE training we sent Office Les to last year, we are being 
encouraged to flee if we can from Active Shooters.  If we can’t flee then we barricade in the room 
we are located.   
 
Mr. Wammack presented to the board what he proposed to the PPC committees regarding a raise 
across the board for employees.  He stated that both PPC committees reported to him that all staff 
voted in favor or a $300.00 raise added to the base salary.  Mr. Wammack shared with the board 
that this would be approximately $42,000 addition to the budget but is something that needs to 
happen.  The board agreed and wanted to do something other than a bonus this year.  Mr. 
Wammack also shared that we have 54 employees who use the school insurance that we currently 
pay $155.93 a month.  With the raise we will add 2.8% to that monthly cost and the district will 
begin paying in January $160.30 for insurance per individual.  A motion was made by Jon Farrar and 
seconded by Brandon Langle to approve a $300.00 increase to the base salary of our salary 
schedules.  The vote was 7-0 with all being in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
The board set December 12th at 4 pm for a visioning meeting for the district.  The regular December 
board meeting will follow at 7 pm. 
 
A motion was made by Joe Cox and seconded by Jon Farrar to purchase a 2005 Chevy Colorado with 
127,000 miles from Southside Auto Sales for the price of $7450.00 to be used as a second 
maintenance truck.  The vote was 7-0 with all in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
A motion was made by Jeff Moore and seconded by Joe Cox to purchase a 2016 Dodge Caravan 
using the State Procurement bid of $20,981 from Landers Dodge-Jeep.  The vote was 7-0 with all in 
favor.  Motion carried.  Mr. Wammack explained that it may be the end of January before we get 
the van.  They have to order it from the factory. 
 
Mr. Wammack provided the following updates: 

- The building is moving along fast.  They have installed the septic system and field lines and 
in the process of painting and installing windows.  We are planning on moving in sometime 
in December if weather holds out. 



- Mr. Wammack, Jonathan Farrar, and Bryson Wood are registered for the State Board 
meeting December 7 – 9.   

- Mr. Staggs is working on the drainage on the north side of the cafeteria.  He come across a 
gas line not buried very deep.  We have called Smith plumbing to bury a new line deeper for 
Mr. Staggs to complete the grade of concrete. 

- Mr. Tom Gay is checking on prices for culverts to fill in the ditch to the east of the 
gymnasium. 

- Mr. Nagle will be gathering information on the press box situation at the baseball field.  This 
is something the board can look at on the 12th during our walk around. 

- Mr. Wammack requested the board approve paying ticket takers and clock/bookkeepers at 
games $50.00 per night instead of the $40.00 we have been paying.  A motion was made by 
Jeff Moore and seconded by Joe Cox to approve the $50 per night pay.  The vote was 7-0 
with all in favor.  Motion carried. 

- In order to make sure that all of our positions meet the $8.50 per hour requirement in 
January, Mr. Wammack proposed increase our substitute pay from $55/$60 a day to 
$65/$70 per day.  A motion was made by Jeff Moore and seconded by Glen Gay to increase 
our substitute pay to $65/$70 per day beginning January 1, 2017.  The vote was 7-0 with all 
in favor.  Motion carried. 

- A motion was made by Jon Farrar and seconded by Glen Gay to approve the district in 
entering a contract with WillSub to take over our substitution calling and pay from January 1 
to June 30, 2017 to see how we like it.  The vote was 7-0 with all in favor.  Motion carried.   

 
The board entered executive session at 10:47 and returned to the regular meeting at 11:15. 
 
A motion was made by Jeff Moore and seconded by Joe Cox to accept the resignation of Kimberly 
Wiltrout as elementary custodian effective October 28th.  The vote was 7-0 with all in favor.  Motion 
carried. 
 
A motion was made by Jeff Moore and seconded by Jon Farrar to hire Steven Bunting as elementary 
custodian beginning November 15, 2017.  The vote was 7-0 with all in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
The board adjourned at 11:19 pm. 
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