
Minutes from the March 16 Regular Midland School Board Meeting 
 
Call To Order: 7:08 
 Members present: Andy Pratt, Lea Ramsey, Jonathan Farrar, Robert Beel, Jeff Moore, Joe Cox,  
  Bryson Wood. 
 
The board moved to the High School to observe presentations from student’s demonstrating technology 
they are using in the classrooms.  The presentation was part of the DEN ambassadors which Mrs. Karen 
Wells facilitates five teachers, Ms. Tamara Bell, Mrs. Cathy Tharp, Mrs. Rebecca Davidson, Mr. Blake 
Cooper, and Coach Brett Barber.  Midland School District is the only school in the state asked to 
participate in this program by Discovery Education.  The students presented work they have done and 
was able to show the board the rigor we have in our classes.  EAST lab demonstrated the new 3D printer 
they have received this year and the presentation they will be competing with at EAST conference this 
week.  Mr. Cooper’s class demonstrated how they use padlet to involve students in discussions.  Ms. 
Bell’s class demonstrated the use of “zaption” and along with Mrs. Davidson and Coach Barber how they 
use WEVIDEO.  All of the students and faculty did a great job on their presentation. 
 
Mrs. Wells shared with the board the plans for Midland Student Adventures.  She had 45 
parents/students come to her meeting to discuss traveling to Peru in the summer of 2016.  So far she 
has had nine students sign up and they are beginning the fund raising to assist in offsetting the cost of 
the trip.  They will be travelling with Educational Tours.   
 
Mrs. Wells also shared with the board about her trip Poland this past January to Auschwitz.  She has 
been asked to fly to Los Angeles to represent the 25 teachers that were selected to travel to Poland as a 
commentator on a live virtual fieldtrip for students across the country.  Mrs. Wells will travel to Los 
Angeles in May.  We are proud that Mrs. Wells has this opportunity and that she represents Midland 
Schools in doing so. 
 
A motion was made by Jonathan Farrar and seconded by Robert Beel to approve the minutes of the 
February meeting.  The vote was 7-0 with all being in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
A motion was made by Lea Ramsey and seconded by Jeff Moore to approve the February financial 
statement.  The vote was 7-0 with all being in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Wammack presented the number of students currently enrolled.  He stated that since the report 
was ran, which showed 499 students enrolled, we have enrolled 6 more students.  Our numbers should 
now be around 504 or 505 students.   
 
A motion was made by Jonathan Farrar and seconded by Joe Cox to renew our website hosting contract 
with Gabbart communications at a cost of $3500.00.  Mr. Wammack also shared that he intends to work 
with Gabbart communications to change the website into a more user friendly and attractive site for 
viewers.  The vote was 7-0 with all being in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
A motion was made by Jonathan Farrar and seconded by Jeff Moore to approve the Gifted and Talented 
Spring Adventure trip to Eureka Springs this April.  The vote was 7-0 with all being in favor.  Motion 
carried. 
 
 



Mr. Wammack presented information on the falling: 
 Standards of Accreditation – We are submitting responses to the report concerning teachers on  

ALP.  This is something that has to be done each year for the Standards Assurance 
group.  

 Mr. Wammack presented information regarding outsourcing janitorial work.  He stated  
he spoke to a few schools that were outsourcing some or all of the work at their school.  
A company came by and shared that they design contracts based on the needs of the 
school.  Mr. Wammack shared that he asked the company where do they hire their 
employees and the company stated they hire local individuals so that individuals hired 
by the school at this time would be the first they would interview for the custodian jobs 
they would need.  Mr. Wammack will get numbers together to see how this would 
affect the budget and if money can be saved.  He mentioned that some schools are 
moving to outsourcing everyone from cafeteria, custodial, to grounds and maintenance.  
We want to see what is best for us and our budget.  More information will be discussed 
at the next meeting.   

 Mr. Wammack shared information regarding technology in the classroom and how students  
could use their own devices in class to connect to technology to enhance the learning.  
This will require us training our teachers in utilizing devices in the classroom.  It was also 
stated that we would have to purchase some devices to check out of the library to use 
as well.  Mr. Wammack plans to meet with each campus to get their thoughts on 
technology in the classroom to help prepare students for the future. 

 
Mr. Wammack shared the thoughts of the PPC on adding the three make-up days to the end of the 
school year.  The consensus of the PPC and Mr. Wammack was to extend the school year for students to 
June 3rd and teachers for June 4th to make up a Professional Development day.  Mr. Wammack also 
shared a couple of proposed calendars to the board that he will share with the PPC and let them look it 
over and make suggestions to finalize a calendar for next year. 
 
The board accepted the resignations of Lela McChesney, Elementary Principal; Maribeth Nardecchia, HS 
Math; Lara Morris, HS Math; Tim Morris, Elementary Music; Melissa Mezzapelle, 1st grade teacher; and 
Sherry Giovannini, HS Special Education.  All resignations are effective at the end of the 2014-15 school 
year. 
 
A motion was made by Jonathan Farrar and seconded by Robert Beel to hire Karen Lody as an 
Infant/Toddler instructor beginning Friday, March 20, 2015. 
 
The board adjourned at 10:44 pm. 
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