
Rainy Day Assignment: 
 
Using your phone take pictures using the 5 categories below.  Attached is the link I got the 
assignment from. The link has 13 assignments, we are doing just the first five.  If you would like 
to do more feel free to, it should be a fun assignment. 
 
https://iphonephotographyschool.com/rainy-day-projects/ 
 
A rainy day is no excuse for not taking great iPhone photos! You may not want to venture 
outside in the pouring rain, but there are plenty of amazing photography opportunities in your 
own home. And once the rain stops, it’s the perfect time to get outside and capture beautiful 
scenes while the ground is still wet. In this tutorial you’ll discover 13 photography projects that 
will inspire and motivate you to take incredible iPhone photos, even on the most rainy of days. 
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1. Take Still Life Photos 
 
Still life photography involves taking photos of inanimate objects. This genre of photography is 
great for experimenting with light and composition as you can take your time to arrange the 
subject in different ways, shoot from various angles and try out different light sources. 
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Your home is the perfect place for still life photography as it’s full of inanimate objects. A simple 
photo of flowers in a vase against a plain background makes a great still life photo. 
 
The soft, diffused light from a window on a rainy day provides the perfect light source for this 
kind of photography. Light on an overcast day is usually much easier to work with than the 
strong light on a sunny day, which can over-expose your photo and create harsh shadows. 
 
Even the most mundane subject gives you the opportunity to find a way to photograph it so that 
it will have visual impact or tell an interesting story. 
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Photographing the neck of my guitar from this particular angle makes it a much more 
interesting photo, allowing me to create a shallow depth of field where the subject blurs into the 
distance. Shining a lamp onto the guitar has created a lovely warm glow to the image. 
 
If you want to know how to blur background in photos, click here to learn how to achieve this 
effect on your own iPhone. 
 

https://iphonephotographyschool.com/rainy-day-projects/


So next time you find yourself indoors with time to spare, find an object in your home and 
experiment with shooting it from lots of different angles. Try out different types of light, such as 
window light and artificial light, to see what works best for your subject. 
 
2. Create Abstract Images 
 
Abstract photography is all about creating unique images from ordinary subjects. Our homes 
and workplaces are full of mundane everyday items, each with the potential to be photographed 
in a way that will make the viewer look twice. 
 
Abstract photography concentrates on shape, color, pattern and texture. Often, only a part of the 
object is included in the frame, creating an image with just an essence of the original subject. 
The challenge for us iPhone photographers is to find an unusual way to photograph something 
ordinary in order to make it more visually appealing. 
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This close up photo of some colorful nested bowls seems powerful to me, not just because of 
the fresh, vibrant colors and the shapes created by the curved lines, but also because each bowl 
seems to be interacting with its neighbor in an almost intimate way. 
The horizontal blinds inside provided a contrasting geometry which accentuates and interacts 
with the circular patterns. This combination of shapes and patterns, combined with the warm 
lighting from inside creates an interesting abstract image. 
 
When attempting to create abstract photos, look for subjects with strong shapes and 
contrasting colors. Look out for repeating patterns – if you can’t find naturally occurring 
patterns, create them by arranging identical objects in an interesting way, e.g. shells, pebbles, 
fruit, even cutlery! 
 
Get close to your subject to remove any distractions. Remember you don’t have to include the 
whole subject in the frame. Look for an unusual angle and try shooting from several different 
perspectives until you achieve the result you’d envisioned. 
 
3. Backlight Your Subjects 
 
Even when it’s raining outside, you can still get enough good quality light in your home to take a 
good photograph. A cool thing to try is to hold something semi-transparent against the window 
and photograph it. This is called backlighting and can be a great way of revealing detail that 
might otherwise be missed. 
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Leaves make perfect subjects to backlight. For the photo above I just held this large leaf up 
against the window, allowing the light to shine through it. 
 
The light revealed amazing detail and also made the green color much more vivid. This color 
and detail never would have been visible without backlighting. 
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Here’s another example of backlighting to reveal additional detail. This is a close up shot of a 
paper banknote that was pressed against the window. The backlighting enabled me to capture 
the detail of both sides of the note simultaneously, creating a unique version of this common 
banknote. 
 
Any semi-transparent objects that will partially allow the light through may potentially make 
great subjects for this kind of photography. Other suitable subjects include fabric, flower petals, 
or thin paper containing writing or drawings. 
 
4. Photograph Raindrops On A Window 
 
When it’s raining, it’s likely that your windows will become covered in raindrops. A powerful 
effect can be created by focusing on these water droplets on the window. When taken from 
indoors the relatively bright backlighting helps the water droplets stand out. 
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In this image I’ve included a subject in the distance (a tree). This creates added interest to the 
image, and also provides detail that can be captured within the droplets. The droplets behave 
like crude lenses and actually invert the subject inside each droplet, which helps make them 
stand out better against the background. 
 
The trick with this kind of photo is to make sure you focus on the droplets, rather than on the 
background. Sometimes this can prove difficult since they’re much smaller than the distant 
subject. 
 
If tapping the rain droplets on your screen doesn’t work to set focus on them, simply place 
another object or your hand just in front of the window, tap to set focus, then remove the object 
and take the photo. 
 
5. Take Portrait Photos In Window Light 
 
Windows provide an excellent natural light source for your indoor iPhone portraits of people. On 
a rainy day, the clouds diffuse the light beautifully which can be very flattering for portrait 



photography. Larger windows are better as the light can hit your subject from more angles, but 
smaller windows offer great opportunities too. 
 
In this section you’re going to learn a neat way to get even better lighting for your window-lit 
portraits. In the example below you can see my subject, Emma, is positioned a few feet away 
from a large window. 
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The side of her face nearest the window is well lit, but unfortunately the other side is in strong 
shadow because there’s no light source on that side of her face. 
 
The next photo shows how I attempted to solve this problem by getting her to hold a sheet of 
white board on the darker side, angling it so that it receives some of the window light and 
bounces it up onto her face. 
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This is a really simple, but incredibly effective way of dramatically improving the lighting in your 
portrait photos. If you don’t have a large white board, a piece of white paper or silver tin foil can 
work well too. Just don’t use anything colored as the color will reflect in your subject’s skin. 
 
If you don’t have a willing subject to photograph, why not use an iPhone tripod and take some 
self-portraits using the timer or a remote shutter. You can use the volume buttons on your Apple 
earphones as a remote shutter. 
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