
SIKESTON R-6 

PRACTICAL NURSE PROGRAM 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

 

“We are dedicated to providing a premier, comprehensive education and employment 

preparation in the rural Missouri Bootheel for adults enrolled in the Sikeston R-6 Practical Nurse 

Program of Sikeston.” 

 

PHILOSOPHY SIKESTON R-6 
 

Sikeston R-6 believes the purpose of education is to prepare students to be successful, life-long 

learners in an ever-changing society.  All students will be provided the opportunity and 

motivation to develop academically, mentally, emotionally, socially, culturally and physically to 

their fullest extent.  We further believe schools should foster honesty, citizenship, self-esteem 

and respect for the rights of others. 

 
 

PHILOSOPHY PRACTICAL NURSE PROGRAM 
 
Sikeston R-6 Practical Nurse Program derives its philosophy and purposes from the mission 
statement of the parent organization, Sikeston R-6.  Therefore, Sikeston R-6 Practical Nurse Program 
faculty collectively accepts the obligation to community service, continuing education, academic 
excellence and the provision of educational opportunities. 
 
The practical nurse program at Sikeston R-6 is based on the faculty’s beliefs concerning the concepts 
that describe nursing phenomena.  Major concepts include person, health, environment, nursing, 
and learning.  The physical, psychological, developmental, socio-cultural, and spiritual needs are 
considered when considering these major concepts.  Neuman Systems Model provides the structure 
for the explication of major concepts.   
 
The faculty believes: 
The client system (person) is a unique entity that may represent one or more human beings such as a 
family, group or community.  Constant interaction between the client system and the environment 
has the potential to strengthen or weaken the protective components of the system.  Therefore, 
interactions between the environment and client system result in varying degrees of health or illness.  
Variations in the client system’s response to environmental stressors are representative of the 
uniqueness of each system. 
 
Health is a state of optimal system stability.  Health is constantly changing.  Therefore, health is best 
viewed on a continuum ranging from optimal health through illness ending with death.  Optimal 
health is a state in which the client system has the ability to adapt to environmental stressors; thus, all 
system needs are being met.  Illness occurs when the client system is unable or unwilling to adapt; 
consequently, basic system needs are not met. 
 
 



The environment contains all internal and external stressors surrounding the client system.  The 
internal environment contains stressors that occur within the boundary of the client system.  
Conversely, the external environment consists of stressors that occur outside of the client system 
boundary.  As an open system, the client system continuously interacts with the environment.  Either 
the client system adapts to the environment or the system adapts the environment to itself.  This 
interaction between the client system and its environment results in varying degrees of health. 

 
Nursing is a profession concerned with assisting the client system to maintain, attain or regain 
optimal health; ultimately, offering support and the preservation of dignity when death of the system 
is eminent.  Nursing assistance is required when the client system experiences actual or potential 
environmental stressors.  A nurse performs as a communicator, provider of care, health care team 
member, educator and coordinator of care in order to assist the client system.  Nursing process and a 
body of knowledge derived from nursing theory and other disciplines is used to identify client system 
needs and develop interventions to promote optimal health. 
 
Learning is a lifelong process. The role of each faculty member is to facilitate student learning by 
serving as a role model, communicator, resource, teacher and mentor.  The learning process is a 
shared responsibility between the learner and the educator.  True learning encourages inquiry, 
discovery, critical thinking, increased knowledge and meaningful interactions with others that may 
possess different beliefs and values.  Faculty supports and encourages self-directed, self-motivated 
individuals to share in their learning and intellectual development. 
 
The faculty believes that nursing education should combine nursing knowledge with knowledge from 
other disciplines.  Graduates of Sikeston R-6 Practical Nurse Program possess a knowledge base 
derived from nursing, the behavioral sciences and physical sciences.  As a result, this program 
graduates nurses who possess the skills, knowledge and values needed to function as entry-level 
practical nurse generalists in a variety of health care settings. 
 


