
Mixtape Project 

 
Premise:  
If people in the centuries before our time could somehow have access 
to our contemporary music and understand the lyrics, which songs 
might hold special appeal for them?  Based upon what you’ve learned 
about the civilizations or societies, determine what specific songs 
you think they’d be able to relate to or connect with. 
 
For each assigned civilization/society include the following: 

1.  Name of the civilization/society 
2. 3 specific songs, including the name of the artist and year of 

release  
3. Excerpt from the lyrics which illustrates the connection (do not 

include offensive lyrics) 
4. An altered form of the lyrics which the host civilization might 

make to customize it for their purposes 
5. Explain which theme(s) is being tied in and how 

 
Example: 
 
Civilization:   The Vikings of Medieval Europe (Period 3) 



First Track:  Proud Mary by Creedence Clearwater Revival (1969) 
 
Excerpt: 
“If you come down to the river 
Bet you gonna find some people who live 
You don't have to worry 'cause you have [if you got] no money 
People on the river are happy to give 
 
Big wheel keep on turnin' 
Proud Mary keep on burnin' 
Rollin', rollin', rollin' on the river 
Rollin', rollin', rollin' on the river” 
 
Alternate Excerpt 
“If you come down to the river, 
Bet you gonna find some defenseless churches they made 
You don’t have to worry ‘cause you have no money 
People in Anglo-Saxon England are easy to raid 
 
Sea winds keep on blowing 
Oarsmen keep on rowing 
Rowing, rowing, rowing on the river 
Rowing, rowing, rowing on the river” 
 
Theme(s) 
 
Interaction Between Humans and the Environment:  The Vikings were experts in the 
building of sea and river-going vessels, known as longships, which exploited access to 
foreign cities built along coastlines or on major rivers.  Their seagoing exploration led 
them to discover parts of North America centuries before Columbus.  
 
 
Development and Interaction of Cultures:  The Viking raids and subsequent settlements 
involved a high level of interaction between Norse Viking culture and that of those they 
encountered (peacefully or through conflict). 
 
State Building, Expansion, and Conflict:  The Vikings ultimately used their nautical and 
military skills to gain money, territory, and eventually colonies. 
 



Second Track:  Enter Sandman by Metallica (1991) 
 
Excerpt:  
 
“Dreams of war, dreams of liars 
Dreams of dragon's fire 
And of things that will bite 
 
Sleep with one eye open 
Gripping your pillow tight 
 
Exit: light 
Enter: night 
Take my hand 
We're off to never never land” 
 
Alternate Except: 
 
“Dreams of war, dreams of gold 
Dreams of Logi’s fire 
And of battles we’ll fight 
 
Sleep with one eye open 
Gripping your broadsword tight 
 
Exit: light 
Enter: night 
Take Thor’s hand 
We’re off to raid another land” 
 
Theme(s) 
 
Development and Interaction of Cultures:  The Vikings developed a warlike culture 
accompanied by a mythology that glorified and honored heroic and courageous deeds 
in combat. 
 
State Building, Expansion, and Conflict:  The Vikings ultimately used their nautical and 
military skills to gain money, territory, and eventually colonies. 
 



Third Track:  Mo Money Mo Problems by Notorious BIG (featuring Mace & Puff Daddy) 
(1997) 
 
Excerpt:   
 
“Ten years from now we'll still be on top 
Yo, I thought I told you that we won't stop 
Now what you gonna do when it's cool 
Bag a money much longer than yours 
And a team much stronger than yours, violate me 
This'll be your day, we don't play 
Mess around be D.O.A., be on your way 
Cause it ain't enough time here, ain't enough lime here 
For you to shine here, deal with many women 
But treat dimes fair, and I'm 
Bigger than the city lights down in Times Square 
Yeah, yeah yeah 
 
I don't know what, they want from me 
It's like the more money we come across 
The more problems we see” 
 
Alternate Excerpt: 
 
“Centuries from now we’ll still be on top 
Yo, I thought Ragnar told you that we won’t stop 
Now what you gonna do when it’s cool 
Bag a trade route much longer than yours, 
And a colony much stronger than yours, violate me 
This’ll be your day, if you don’t pay 
Mess around and we won’t trade, be on our way 
Cause it ain’t enough time here, ain’t enough ivory tusks here, 
For you to shine here, deal with many Byzantines 
Hustlin all their nobles, and I’m 
Bigger than the city lights down in Constantinople 
Yeah, yeah yeah 
 
I don’t know what, they want from me 
It’s like the more trade routes we open up 



The more civilizations we see” 
 
 
Theme(s) 
 
Development and Interaction of Cultures:  Although the Vikings are typically notable due 
to their militant conquests, their desire to acquire new trade routes led them to have 
peaceful, commercial contact and cultural interaction with many foreign peoples.  
 
Creation, Expansion, and Interaction of Economic Systems:  Thanks to their skill in 
navigating seas and major riverways, the Vikings were able to open and maintain vast 
trade networks, connecting Scandinavian resources with those of the Mediterranean 
and the East.  
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