
Name: edHelper

What Do We Do With the Rest?

The children were sitting in small circles. Mrs. Kim had divided the

class into small groups for her science lesson. She handed a different

object to each of the groups. One group got an orange. One group got a

can of soda. One group got a stack of newspapers. One group got a

plastic bottle filled with water. One group got a box of band aids. When

each group had their object, Mrs. Kim explained what they were going

to do.

"I would like for you to study your object as a group," she began. "Then

I would like for you to tell me how many ways you think you could use

your object."

The groups started buzzing with ideas. One person in each group made a list of all the ways the object could be

used. After a few minutes, it was time to share their ideas.

"Matthew," said Mrs. Kim, "please tell me how your group would use the orange."

Matthew stood beside his group. "We decided that you could put it in a bowl with other fruit, you could squeeze it

for juice, and you could eat it."

"What would you need to do to the orange before you eat it?" asked Mrs. Kim.

"We would have to take the outside peel off," answered Matthew.

"Maddie, what would your group do with the bottle of water?" asked Mrs. Kim.

"We could drink the water," said Maddie. "Or we could wash our hands in it."

"What is left when the water is gone?"

"We would still have the plastic bottle," answered Maddie.

"C.J., what would your group do with the can of soda?" asked Mrs. Kim.

"We decided that we could drink it, of course," answered C.J. "But you could put it on papers to keep them from

blowing away. You could also shake it up and spray your friends."
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"Would you have to peel the can before you drink the soda?" asked Mrs. Kim.

"No," answered C.J., "but you will have the can left over after the soda is gone."

"Heather," asked Mrs. Kim," what would your group do with the stack of newspapers?"

"Most people like to read the newspaper," answered Heather. "After you have read it, you could use it to wrap

things you don't want to get broken. My grandpa says he used to put newspapers inside his coat to keep warm."

"What do you have left when you have finished doing those things?" asked Mrs. Kim.

"You still have the newspaper you started with," answered Heather.

"Mitchell, your group has the can of band aids. What will you do with them?" asked Mrs. Kim again.

"We would use the band aids to put on scrapes and cuts," answered Mitchell. "Then we could use the can to keep

pennies or marbles in."

"What do you have after you have used the band aids?" asked Mrs. Kim.

"Well, the band aid is still there, but it will come off later. There's the paper the band aid came in. And then,

there's the box when you've spent all your pennies."

"All right," said Mrs. Kim, "you've done a nice job. Now we need to discuss what is left over. This group had an

orange peel left over. This group had a plastic bottle left over. This group had a can, this group a stack of

newspapers, and finally, this group had band aids, papers, and a metal can. These leftovers are called waste. We

think we no longer have any use for them. What will you do with the waste?"

"Throw it away," volunteered Jordan.

"Good idea, Jordan," said Mrs. Kim. "Come and put all the waste into this box and throw it away."

Jordan went to each group and picked up their object. When he had collected all the objects, he went to the trash

can. He stopped before he put anything in the trash can. He looked at Mrs. Kim. "I can't put anything else into this

can," he said. "It's so full it is overflowing."

Mrs. Kim turned to the class. "That is what is happening all across America." The landfills where trash is dumped

are filling up. Each person in America throws away about four pounds of trash each day. That's a lot of trash and

waste. What can we do to help?"
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"We came up with a lot of different ways to use the objects we had," said Mary Jo. "Couldn't we come up with

different ways to use the waste?"

"That's a great idea," said Mrs. Kim. "That is called recycling. We can turn lots of waste materials into products

we can use again. For instance, newspapers can be recycled and the paper can be used again. Plastic like our water

bottle and metal like our band aid can are good things to recycle."

"We found another way to use the can that held the band aids," added David. "Can't we reuse things?"

"That is another good suggestion," said Mrs. Kim.

"How about if we just don't make as much waste?" suggested Libby.

"That is another good way to help our environment," said Mrs. Kim. "You have come up with some very good

ideas about recycling, reusing, and conserving. Let's see how many other ideas your group can come up with."

And that is just what they did.

What Do We Do With the Rest?

Questions

1. This story is about helping the environment.

A. True
B. False

2. What do you need to do to an orange before you eat it?

A. Throw it away
B. Squeeze it
C. Share it
D. Peel it

3. What is another name for leftovers?

A. Waste
B. Landfill
C. Compost
D. Tomorrow's breakfast

4. How can leftovers be recycled?
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5. What is happening to the landfills in America?

6. How many pounds of waste a day does the average American have?

A. Two pounds
B. Ten pounds
C. One half pound
D. Four pounds

7. What does the word conserving mean in the story above?

A. Holding
B. Buying
C. Saving
D. Using

8. Reusing materials can help the environment.

A. False
B. True
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How many of these can you write about? Think! Write! Check all the ones you answered.

What does the word "waste" mean? Can you think of some examples of waste?

What things can you do to keep our environment clean?

Don't stop writing. Use a blank piece of paper to continue.
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