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Comparing Plants and Animals

It was time for science class in Mrs. Kim's room. The children were in their

seats and ready. They looked at a table at the front of the classroom. On the

table were several items. There was an ivy plant, a stuffed toy dog, a

fishbowl with two goldfish, and a picture of a rose.

"Have you looked at all the items?" asked Mrs. Kim.

The children looked at their teacher. She was standing in front of a dry erase

board. On the board she had drawn two circles. The circles overlapped so

that they made three different areas.

"What are these things for?" asked Marty.

"We are going to discuss these items," answered Mrs. Kim. "What can you tell me about them?"

"The items are all different," answered Mike.

"Yes, they are different," said Mrs. Kim. "But how are they all different?"

"Well," answered Matt, "some are real and some are fake. The ivy plant is real and the picture of the rose is a fake

plant."

"That's very interesting," said Mrs. Kim. "Isn't this the picture of a real rose?"

"Yes, but it is just a picture," added Laura. "It's not alive and the ivy plant is alive."

"Can you say the same thing about the goldfish and the stuffed dog?" asked Mrs. Kim.

"Yes," answered Maria, "the goldfish are alive and the stuffed dog isn't."

"How do we know when something is alive?" asked Mrs. Kim.

"It breathes air," said Tony excitedly.

"Do you mean to say that this plant breathes?" said Mrs. Kim.

"Well," said Tony, "it needs air to live. If you shut it up in a box, it would die."
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"How else can we tell if something is alive?" asked Mrs. Kim.

"It needs to have water!" shouted David.

"It can grow!" added Maddie.

"It needs food!" said Chris.

"It has babies," said Mimi shyly.

"Those are all good ways to tell if something is living," said Mrs. Kim. "Now let's divide living things into two

groups, plants and animals. How are plants and animals alike and how are they different?"

Danny wanted to be the first to answer. He waved his hand in the air. "Plants and animals are alike because they

both need air, they both need water, they both grow, they both need food, and they both have babies!"

The class giggled. "Plants don't have babies," said Evan.

"A plant makes seeds," argued Danny. "Seeds grow to be new plants."

"You are exactly right," said Mrs. Kim. "That is a good comparison. Now, how are plants and animals different?"

"Animals can move from one place to another," said Sean. "Plants stay in one place."

"Plants are usually just green," added Ryan. "Animals can be all sorts of colors."

"Animals sometimes eat plants," reasoned Heather, "while plants make their own food."

"Plants have roots, a stem, and leaves," said Mitch. "Animals have a head, body, arms, and legs."

"Very good, class," interrupted Mrs. Kim. "Now I would like for you to look at the dry erase board. I am going to

put the word plants above one of the circles. I am going to put the word animals over the second circle. What do

you think I am going to write over the area I made by overlapping the circles?"

"Both!" shouted the class.

"Right," said Mrs. Kim. "Now, I am going to write six facts having to do with living things. If the fact is true of

animals only, put it in the animal circle. If the fact is true of plants only, put it in the plant circle. If the fact is true
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for both plants and animals, put it in the center area for both."

Mrs. Kim wrote the following facts on the board:

 1. Make their own food

 2. Eat other living things

 3. Have roots

 4. Move freely

 5. Grow

 6. Reproduce

Draw your own circles. Can you put the facts in the right circles? Can you think of more facts you could add to the

circles? Try and think of five more things about living things you could add to the diagram.

Answers: Animals - Eat other living things, move freely; Plants - Make their own food, have roots; Both - Grow,

reproduce

Comparing Plants and Animals

Questions

1. Plants and animals are not alike in any way.

A. False
B. True

2. Which one do all living things need?

A. Air
B. Dirt
C. Vitamins
D. Milk

3. What can a plant NOT do?

A. Move from place to place
B. Grow
C. Produce its own food
D. Reproduce

4. What does the word reproduce mean in this story?
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5. List two ways that plants and animals are different.

6. A book is a living thing.

A. True
B. False

7. What did Mrs. Kim use to show the similarities and differences in plants and animals?

A. A blackboard
B. A pie chart
C. Overlapping circles
D. A computer

8. The children said that non-living things were fake.

A. False
B. True
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How many of these can you write about? Think! Write! Check all the ones you answered.

What is a plant? How can you recognize a plant?

What is an animal? How can you recognize an animal?

Don't stop writing. Use a blank piece of paper to continue.
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