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How are Missouri’s Laws Made?

The ideas for laws often come from 
the citizens of Missouri.  

Laws in Missouri are passed as “bills”.  
A bill can be introduced to the state 
legislature by either senators or 
representatives.

The bill is sent to a committee. The 
committee examines the bill more 
closely. There is also a public 
meeting where citizens can share 
their opinions about the bill. 

When the public meeting is over the 
committee meets to vote on the bill. 
If they are in favor of the bill they 
send it back to either the senate or 
house of representatives (to the 
house where the bill came from). 

The bill is then placed on the 
“perfection calendar”. Lawmakers can 
debate the bills strong points and 
areas that can be improved. When the 
bill is ready, a vote is taken to declare 
the bill “perfected”.

After the bill is “perfected” it is voted 
on again. If the bill passes- it is sent to 
the other half of the legislature and 
then the whole process starts over.

After both sides of the legislature are 
happy with the bill- the speaker of the 
house and the president of the senate 
sign the bill.

Then…

The bill is then placed on the 
“perfection calendar”. Lawmakers can 
debate the bills strong points and 

If a citizen has an idea for a law they contact their elected officials.



The bill is then sent to the governor.  

If the governor signs the bill it 
becomes a law.  

If the governor vetoes the bill it is 
sent back to the legislature. If two-
thirds of the members of each house 
approve the bill they can overturn the 
governor’s veto and the bill can still 
become a law.

How are Missouri’s Laws Made?



Purpose of the Missouri  
Constitution
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Missouri’s first Constitution was 
written in 1820- since then there have 
been new Constitutions adopted in 
1865, 1875, and 1945. 

Every 20 years the citizens of Missouri 
vote to either keep the current state 
Constitution in effect or to adopt a new 
one. The current Missouri Constitution 
was adopted in 1945. 

The Constitution creates the three 
branches of Missouri’s government (the 
executive, legislative, and judicial) and 
divides power between the three.

Missouri’s 
Constitution protects 

the rights of the 
citizens of Missouri.

The Missouri 
Constitution outlines 
the set-up of local 

governments in the 
cities and counties  

of Missouri.



Individual Rights and Responsibilities 
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Being a citizen of Missouri comes with rights and responsibilities.

The Missouri Constitution protects the rights of Missouri’s citizens. The Missouri Constitution protects the rights of Missouri’s citizens. 

Rights
As a citizen we have the 
right to say or write what we 
think- the freedom of 
speech. 

We have the right to vote for 
our leaders.  

We have rights that make 
sure we are treated fairly.

©Creations by Kim Parker 2018

The Missouri Constitution protects the rights of Missouri’s citizens. The Missouri Constitution protects the rights of Missouri’s citizens. 

Responsibilities

One of the biggest responsibilities 
we have as citizens is to  vote.  

We also have a responsibility to 
pay taxes. 

It is also our responsibility to 
obey laws. Laws keep us safe 
and help us get along with one 
another.



Being a Responsible  
Missourian
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Exercising the Right to Vote: 
It is important that citizens of Missouri 
exercise their right to vote.

Paying Taxes: 
Another important responsibility of a 
Missouri citizen is paying taxes.

The government needs our tax money to 
run the government and to help take care of 
our needs. Without our tax money the 
government would not be able to provide 
services to its citizens.

Citizens are allowed to register to vote when 
they are 18 years old.

Citizens should take their 
right to vote seriously. 

They should listen to the 
candidates speak and 
read the newspaper to 

learn about the 
candidate’s ideas so that 

they can make an 
informed decision about 
who will get their vote. 

Our tax money is used 

for things like:  

schools      

roads and bridges     

police and fire services roads and bridges     

police and fire services



Harry S. Truman
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R born on May 8, 1884 in Lamar, Missouri

R as a boy his family moved several times- to Grandview, Missouri and then to  

      Independence, Missouri

R he married Bess Wallace after World War I

R he got into politics in 1922

R in 1934 he was elected to the United States Senate

R as a politician he was known for being honest and hard working

R President Roosevelt chose Harry to run as his vice         

     president during the 1944 presidential campaign

R after being vice president for only 82 days, he was sworn in  

      as our 33rd president when President Roosevelt died

R as president he had to make the difficult decision to drop  

     atomic bombs on Japan during World War II



Our National Anthem
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The National Anthem is a symbol of our 
nation. It is a song that we sing at events 
around the country.  

The National Anthem was written by 
Francis Scott Key. He was inspired by the 
American flag.  

During the War of 1812 Key watched the 
British attack on Fort McHenry. The attack 
went on the whole night. The following 
morning, even though it seemed 
impossible, the fort survived the 
bombing and the American flag could be 
seen still waving over the fort. Key was so 
thrilled- he wrote a poem about it. 

The poem was set to music and became 
our official national anthem in 1931. 
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Missouri’s  
Signs and 
Symbols

The Gateway Arch

The Gateway Arch is located in St. Louis, Missouri and is 630 feet tall. It is the tallest man-made 
national monument in the USA. 

It is made out of steel and concrete. An enclosed tram takes you to the top of the Arch. 

The building of the Arch was completed in 1965. It has 1,076 steps. It cost $13 million to build 
the Arch. 

When it is windy the Arch can sway back and forth- up to 1 inch. It was built to sway back and 
forth in the event of an earthquake.
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Missouri’s  
Signs and 
Symbols

The State Flag

The red stripe represents VALOR. 

The white stripe symbolizes PURITY. 

The blue stripe represents VIGILANCE, 
PERMANENCY, and JUSTICE.

Missouri did not have a state flag for almost 100 years.  

Mrs. Marie Elizabeth Oliver, the wife of Senator Oliver, 

designed the flag.  

It took 3 years before Mrs. Oliver’s flag became the official 

state flag of Missouri (1913).

The state seal represents Missouri’s  
independence as a state. Its placement in the  
center of the flag represents Missouri’s place  
in the geographical center of the United States. 

The 24 stars around the seal stand for Missouri being the 24th state in the U.S.
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Missouri’s  
Signs and 
Symbols

The State Seal

The state seal was adopted in 1822.  

The center of the seal is has 2 parts- on the right  
side is the United States coat of arms, which  
contains the bald eagle. On the left there is a  
bear that stands for courage and a crescent moon  
that stands for the state’s growth. 

A grizzly bear stands on either side of the seal. The bears represent strength and bravery. 

The words “United We Stand, Divided We Fall” circle the shield. This means that citizens in Missouri believe in 
the strength of the states standing together in the United States. 

The Roman numerals at the bottom of the seal stand for “1820”- the year Missouri became a state. 

There are also 24 stars on the seal because Missouri was the 24th state to join the United States.



“The Show-Me State”
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Missouri’s  
Signs and 
Symbols

The State Nickname

The “Show-Me” State is not an official nickname, however, it is widely used and  
appears on Missouri’s license plates.  

No one is completely sure where the saying originated. Most people think a U.S. 
Congressman from Missouri named Willard Duncan Vandiver used it in a speech. 

“I come from a state that raises corn and cotton and cockleburs and Democrats, and frothy 
eloquence neither convinces nor satisfies me. I am from Missouri. You have got to show me.” 

-William Duncan Vandiver 1899

Today it means that people from Missouri are not gullible- they are unwilling to believe  
things without the evidence to back it up.



Eastern  
Bluebird
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Missouri’s  
Signs and 
Symbols

The State Bird

The eastern bluebird was adopted as Missouri’s state bird on March 30, 1927. 

The bluebird is a songbird. The male bluebird is a brighter blue than the female bluebird.  

Bluebirds like to live in open areas like farms, orchards, and open woodlands.  
The bluebirds are helpful to farmers because they eat insects that destroy crops-  

like beetles, crickets, and grasshoppers. 

The bluebird is a symbol of happiness. 

It is common in Missouri from early spring until late November.



Flowering  
Dogwood
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Missouri’s  
Signs and 
Symbols

The State Tree

The flowering dogwood was adopted as  
Missouri’s state tree in 1955.  

The flowering dogwood blooms in the spring with 
greenish-white (or sometimes yellow or pink) 

flowers. In the fall the dogwood tree’s leaves turn 
scarlet or orange before falling for the winter. 
Bright red berries grow on the tree in the fall. 

Dogwoods grow well in Missouri’s climate.  
They can grow to be about 40 feet tall. 



Hawthorn 
Blossom
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Missouri’s  
Signs and 
Symbols

The State Flower

The hawthorn blossom was adopted as Missouri’s state flower in 1923.  

Hawthorn blossoms can have either white or red petals. The flower has a greenish-yellow center. 
The flowers have a sweet smell. 

Thorns protect the plant from animals that might eat the leaves or blossoms.  
The thorns can be as long as 3 inches! 

More than 75 species of the hawthorn grow in Missouri- mainly in the Ozark region. The white 
hawthorn blossom is a member of the great rose family. 

The hawthorn blossom is also called the “red haw” or the “white haw”. 



Mule
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Missouri’s  
Signs and 
Symbols

The State Animal

The mule was adopted as Missouri’s state animal in 1995.  

Mules are the offspring of a female horse and a male donkey. Mules have long ears, with a 
short mane and small hooves like a donkey. They have a strong body like a horse.  

The mule was very popular with farmers and settlers because it is sturdy and a strong worker.  
It pulled pioneer wagons to the west.  

The Missouri mule was also used in both World Wars to move troops and supplies.



Channel Catfish
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Missouri’s  
Signs and 
Symbols

The State Fish

Missouri adopted the channel catfish as the state fish on May 23, 1997.  

The channel catfish is the most abundant catfish in Missouri’s streams.  

It uses its cat-like whiskers to help it find its food. 

The adult catfish can be 12 to 32 inches long.  
It normally weighs anywhere from 1/2 pound to 15 pounds.



American 
Bullfrog
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Missouri’s  
Signs and 
Symbols

The State Amphibian

The American bullfrog was adopted as Missouri’s state amphibian on June 5, 2005.  

The American bullfrog is the largest frog that is native to Missouri.  
It is found in every county in Missouri. 

The bullfrog is a predator and it eats insects, small turtles and snakes, worms, tadpoles and frogs. 

The idea for the bullfrog to be named the State Amphibian came from a 4th grade  

classroom in Kansas City, Missouri.



Three-toed 
Box Turtle
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Missouri’s  
Signs and 
Symbols

The State Reptile

The three-toed box turtle became Missouri’s official state reptile on June 21, 2007. 

The three-toed box turtle is a land-dwelling turtle. It has three toes on its hind legs.  
It has a bottom shell that is hinged so this allows the turtle to retreat inside like it is in a box.  

The three-toed box turtle is brown or olive green.  
It has some patches of brighter colors (red, yellow, orange) on its legs and head.  

Males have red eyes and females have brown eyes. 
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Missouri’s  
Signs and 
Symbols

The State Insect

Honeybee

The honeybee was adopted as Missouri’s state insect on July 2, 1985. 

The honeybee is common to Missouri. It is either yellow and black or orange and black. 

Honeybees live in hives.  

The honeybee collects nectar and pollen from flower blossoms in order to produce honey. 

The honeybee is a state symbol in 17 different states! 


