
Dear Parents:  

This week, we will begin a unit on the Holocaust in 8th grade Literature. During the course of this unit, 

students will read the play The Diary of Anne Frank along with other poems, stories, and excerpts that 

provide the students with a glimpse of life during the Holocaust. 

 In order for students to understand the context for the literature they will be reading, they will be 

researching background information on Hitler and World War II, the groups targeted by the Nazis, the 

rescuers, and bystanders, and issues for the U.S. society during this time period. Discussions will take 

place concerning how these events from the past are reflected in our world today. We encourage you to 

discuss these things with your students as well. This is a tremendous opportunity to discuss real life 

issues of the past and the present with your young adult.  

The students will be viewing The Diary of Anne Frank, The Devil’s Arithmetic, and The Boy in the Striped 

Pajamas.  The videos have been carefully selected, and I feel they will help students better understand 

the information they are receiving; however, some are not pleasant to watch.  We will also be watching 

short documentary type videos that deal with the topics encountered in our research and reading. 

Through this study, I hope students gain an understanding of the inhumanity and destruction of the 

Holocaust and discover that all the ingredients that made the Holocaust are still alive today. I also want 

them to realize the need to prevent another atrocity like the Holocaust from happening again. Also, my 

sincere goal is that from this unit, they examine and define what it means to be a responsible citizen in 

our society today.  

 If you have any questions or concerns regarding this unit, please feel free to contact me through e-mail 

at cware@sikeston.k12.mo.us or leave a message with our school secretaries at 471-1720 and I will 

return your call.  

I truly believe this unit will be a worthwhile experience for all students; however, if you do not want 

your child watching any of the following videos (The Diary of Anne Frank, The Devil’s Arithmetic, and The 

Boy in the Striped Pajamas) please sign the slip below.  

Thank you,  

Mrs. Carissa Ware  

8th Literature Teacher 

 _________________My child does have permission to view the videos.  

__________________My child does NOT have permission to view the videos.  

Parent Signature _____________________________________________________________________  

Student’s name ______________________________________________________________________ 

Date: _______________________ 
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