
Instructions and Rubric for the DVD Cover Project for The Monkey’s Paw 

For this project you are to create a DVD cover for The Monkey’s Paw. The purpose of this project is to 

demonstrate you understand how to create mood. Your DVD cover needs to reflect the mood presented 

in The Monkey’s Paw. You will need to consider the colors you use, the type of text you select, and the 

images you choose to create in your DVD cover.  

In addition, you must choose a tagline. (It’s like a catchphrase) For example, an exciting new adventure 

movie might have the tagline, “His first day at work blew his mind.” There might be an explosion behind 

the scene of a man sitting at a desk. Important things to remember about a tagline: it is short but 

powerful, it doesn’t give away the important details or the ending, and it needs to be 

memorable/catchy.  

The images you use CANNOT BE ONES USED IN THE BOOK! Also, we have seen all of the examples on the 

internet. Don’t use those either. Use your own creativity! Consider recreating a scene from the book 

that is exciting or important and create a scene for it. Don’t be limited! Try to be different and unique!  

The paper project MUST BE DONE ON PLAIN WHITE PAPER! Projects submitted on lined paper WILL NOT 

BE ACCEPTED! If you need a sheet of white paper, just ask. We have plenty available for you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DVD Cover for The Monkey’s Paw: Demonstrating Mood 

 

Category 4 3 2 1 

 
 
 

Title 

Title can be read clearly, has 
no spelling errors, no 
punctuation errors and 
accurately reflects the 
mood of the story, The 
Monkey’s Paw.  

Title can be read and 
somewhat reflects the 
mood of the story, The 
Monkey’s Paw.  

Title cannot be read 
clearly and/or has 
spelling 
errors/punctuation 
errors but reflects the 
mood of the story, The 
Monkey’s Paw.  

The title is not legible 
and/or has many 
spelling and 
punctuation errors 
and/or does not 
reflect the mood of 
the story, The 
Monkey’s Paw. 

 
Attractiveness 

The DVD cover is 
exceptionally attractive in 
terms of design, layout, and 
neatness.  

The DVD cover is 
attractive in terms of 
design, layout, and 
neatness.  

The DVD cover is 
acceptably attractive 
though it may be a bit 
messy.  

The DVD cover is 
distractingly messy or 
very poorly designed. 
It is not attractive or it 
looks unfinished.  

 
 

Tagline 

An exceptional tag line grabs 
the reader and compels 
them to want to read the 
story, The Monkey’s Paw, 
without giving away the 
ending.  

A tag line exists without 
giving away the ending.  

A tag line exists but the 
ending is given away.  

Student does not have 
a tag line or attempts a 
tagline but it isn’t a 
true tagline.  

Graphics: 
Relevance 

All graphics are related to 
the topic/mood.  

Most graphics are 
related to the 
topic/mood.  

Few graphics relate to 
the topic/mood.  

No graphics relate to 
the topic/mood.  

 
 

Graphics: 
Originality 

All of the graphics used on 
the DVD cover reflect an 
exceptional degree of 
student creativity in their 
creation and/or display.  

One or two of the 
graphics used on the 
DVD cover reflect 
student creativity in 
their creation and/or 
display.  

The graphics are made 
by the student, but are 
based on the designs or 
ideas of the textbook or 
samples on the 
internet.  

No graphics made by 
the student are 
included.  

 
Name/Date/Hour 

Project has name, date, and 
hour on the BACK of the 
DVD cover.  (-1 if it isn’t on 
the back) 

Project has 2 of the 
three required items 
on the BACK of the 
DVD cover. (-1 if it 
isn’t on the back) 

Project has 1 of the 
required items on the 
BACK of the DVD cover. 
(-1 if it isn’t on the back) 

Project has no name, 
date, or hour.  

Turned in on 
time 

Project was turned in on 
time.  

N/A N/A Project was not 
turned in on time.  

 
Colors 

Colors used definitely 
support the mood of The 
Monkey’s Paw.  

Colors used mostly 
support the mood of 
The Monkey’s Paw. 

Colors used somewhat 
support the mood of 
The Monkey’s Paw. 

Colors do not support 
the mood of The 
Monkey’s Paw. 

Spelling, 
Punctuation, and 

Grammar 

There are no spelling, 
punctuation, or grammar 
errors. 

There are 1-3 
spelling, 
punctuation, or 
grammar errors. 

There are 4-5 
spelling, 
punctuation, and 
grammar errors. 

There are more 
than 5 spelling, 
punctuation, and 
grammar errors. 

Student Name: 
 

  
Student 

Project Score 
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                 100 
 


