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What is Imagery? 

Imagery is the 

picture that forms 

in the reader’s 

mind as they read. 



Descriptions that appeal to 

your sense of  sight

• what would you see ?

• what would it look like?

Example: That’s the worst of  living so far out,” 

bawled Mr. White, with sudden and unlooked for 

violence; “of  all the beastly, slushy, out-of-the-way

places to live in, this is the worst. Pathway’s a bog, 

and the road’s a torrent.



Descriptions that appeal to 

your sense of  hearing

• what would you hear ?

• what does it sound like?

Examples: They sat down by the fire again. 
Outside, the wind was higher than ever, and the old 
man started nervously at the sound of  a door 
banging upstairs. A silence, unusual and depressing 
settled upon all three, which lasted until the old 
couple rose to retire for the night. 



Descriptions that appeal to 

your sense of  taste

• what would you taste?

• what does it taste like?

Examples: “Jason took one look at the cupcake in 
front of  him and couldn’t wait another second – he 
stuffed it right into his mouth. The rich, sweet, 
sugary taste of  chocolate ran over his taste buds as 
he chewed and swallowed the whole dessert in less 
than ten seconds.”



Descriptions that appeal to your 

sense of  smell

• how does it smell?

• what does it smell like?

Examples: In the period of  which we speak, there reigned in the cities a 
stench barely conceivable to us modern men and women. The streets 
stank of  manure, the courtyards of  urine, the stairwells stank of  
moldering wood and rat droppings, the kitchens of  spoiled cabbage 
and mutton fat; the unaired parlors stank of  stale dust, the bedrooms 
of  greasy sheets, damp featherbeds, and the pungently sweet aroma of  
chamber pots. The stench of  sulfur rose from the chimneys, the stench 
of  caustic lyes from the tanneries, and from the slaughterhouses came 
the stench of  congealed blood. People stank of  sweat and unwashed 
clothes; from their mouths came the stench of  rotting teeth, from their 
bellies that of  onions, and from their bodies, if  they were no longer 
very young, came the stench of  rancid cheese and sour milk and 
tumorous disease.



Descriptions that appeal to our 

sense of  touch

• what does it feel like?

• how does it feel?

Examples:  “Sarah placed her bare hand on 

the cold snow. It was wet at first, then the 

frigid cold set in like a thousand needles, all 

pricking her palm at once”



Identify Imagery

The knocking ceased suddenly, although the echoes 

of  it were still in the house. He heard the chair drawn 

back, and the door opened. A cold wind rushed up the 

staircase, and a long loud wail of  disappointment and 

misery from his wife gave him courage to run down to 

her side, and then to the gate beyond. 

The streetlight flickering opposite shone on a quiet 

and deserted street. 



Identify Imagery

The knocking ceased suddenly, although the echoes of  

it were still in the house. He heard the chair drawn 

back, and the door opened. A cold wind rushed up the 

staircase, and a long loud wail of  disappointment and 

misery from his wife gave him courage to run down to 

her side, and then to the gate beyond. 

The streetlight flickering opposite shone on a quiet

and deserted street. 



Now You Try It –
Use Sensory Imagery to describe:

• 1. pizza 

• 2.  popcorn 

• 3.  a boring class

• 4.  a football player  who thinks he’s really cool. 

• 5.  a silly dog  


