
Dear Parents/Guardians,  
 
Hello! I am Mrs. Ware and I am the facilitator for Innovator’s Learning Lab, a project-based 
learning elective offered here at the Sikeston Junior High. A project motivates students to gain 
knowledge, and they remember it longer. Projects give students the chance to apply the skills 
they learn in school to personally relevant and real-world solutions. Your child will also learn 
skills in PBL, such as how to think critically, solve problems, work in teams, and make 
presentations. These skills will help students succeed in the future, both in school and in today’s 
work world.  
 
Typically, in this class, we complete one to three projects a semester. We begin with what is 
called a Driving Question. A Driving Question is an open-ended question (meaning there is no 
right/wrong answer and there can be multiple solutions to it) and the students answer to this 
question turns into their project. For example, one Driving Question posed to students last year 
was, “How can we, as community members, make Sikeston a better place?” A few of the 
answers to that question turned into a dog agility items project that was donated to the Sikeston 
Complex Dog Park, students bringing classic arcade games into the school to raise money to 
donate to the Kenny Rogers Children’s Center, and students volunteering at Sikeston P.A.W.S. 
and raising money for them, just to name a few.  
 
Students will have a lot of voice and choice in the class. Along with a lot of freedom to choose 
comes a lot of responsibility. Students will be working on learning how to manage time, best use 
resources, how to delegate tasks, make professional relationships outside of the classroom, 
how to speak, write, and dress professionally, how to problem solve, how to persevere, how to 
use technology, how to resolve personal conflicts, how to work...succeed...and fail as a team, 
how to tap into their creativity and refine practicality, and build resilience.  
 
Your student will fail and make many mistakes...often. We encourage that in this class. If we 
don’t strive to think and attempt something new, we cannot be innovative. We are more focused 
on showing growth/learning at the end of a project rather than “Was the project successful?”.  
 
During the project your student will be doing a lot of planning, researching, modifying, testing, 
and meeting/working with professionals from our community. At the very end, they will be 
presenting their work to an audience. This is where they show us where they started, where 
they ended up, and what they learned along the way. This audience typically includes parents, 
families, friends, other teachers, the public, and any Community Members who collaborated with 
us. Invitations will be sent out with our students, as well as posted on my Facebook page, 
Twitter, and teacher website.  
 
Students will not have the same total points. For example, if one group needs to be taught how 
to create a poll, I will teach them how to do that, allow them to practice and perfect their poll, 
and then grade the final product. That grade may pertain to this one group and not all the 
others, so the points will be different. It can be the same with one student. One student may 
need to be taught a skill and no one else will.  
 
If you look in SIS and see a blank space by an assignment, it means that assignment wasn't for 
your student. However, if you see a 0, that means your student IS missing an assignment.  
 



For the ‘end of the project’ assessments, students will be assessed on their creativity and 
innovation, their collaboration skills, and their presentation skills. All these rubrics (Scoring 
guides) are available on my teacher website.  
 
As parents/guardians, you can discuss the project at home, encouraging your student to think 
hard and ask leading questions about the topic. Please, do not do the thinking or the work for 
your student. This defeats the purpose of the class. It is very hard NOT to offer solutions and 
answers. (Oh so hard!) It is very difficult to see students struggle, but this is what we need them 
to do. The struggle will promote growth, I promise! Seeing them when they finally resolve a 
problem with their team, or on their own, is so rewarding! It is a great self-esteem builder.  
 
You can also support the project by helping in the classroom by volunteering your expertise, 
assisting with field trips, or donating items for projects.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Mrs. Ware 
cware@spsr6.org 
Work: (573) 471-1720 
Prep Period: 1:17-2:12 
Facebook: Mrs. Carissa Ware (I do NOT have messenger)  
Twitter: @Mrs_Ware_SJH 
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