
 

Seventh Grade Priority Standards 
 

ELA 

MLS Code  MLS Description  “I Can Statements” 

7.RL.1.A & 
7.RI.1.A  

Comprehend and interpret text (approaching text as a reader) 
Evidence/Inference. Draw conclusions, infer, and analyze by 
citing several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text.  

● I can draw conclusions and cite evidence from a text to 
justify my answers. 

● I can use context clues to help me understand the 
meaning of words I do not know. 

7.RL.2.A & 
7.RI.2.A  

Analyze how a text form/organization or overall structure 
contributes to meaning. 

● I can use factual information from a text to write a 
summary. 

● I can identify the central/main idea of the text. 
● I can identify the point of view of the characters or 

narrator(s) for any given text. 
● I can explain how the form/structure of a text helps me 

understand the meaning of a text. 
● I can explain how the elements of a story work 

together. 

7. RL.3.A & 
7.RI.3.A  

Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its 
audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia version, analyzing how the 
techniques unique to each medium contribute to meaning. 

● I can analyze how multiple audio, video, and 
multimedia versions of a text compare and contrast 
with a written text. 

● I can analyze how each medium interprets the subject. 

7.RL.1.D   Using appropriate text, determine the themes of a text and 
explain the relationship between the themes and supporting 
evidence; summarize the text distinct from personal opinions. 

● I can find more than one central idea in a text. 
● I can summarize a text using facts. 

 
 

 



 

7.RL.2.B    Analyze how the author develops and contrasts the points of 
view of different characters or narrators in a text 

● I can show how the character’s point of view are 
different from each other. 

● I can  identify the author’s purpose:  to entertain, 
persuade, inform, or argue. 

7.W.1.A.1   RESEARCH Conduct research to answer a question; gather 
relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, 
using a standard citation system.   

● I can use search terms effectively. 
● I can gather relevant information from multiple 

sources (mediums). 

7.W.1.A.2   Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital 
sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility 
and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data 
and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and 
following a standard format for citation. 

● I can assess the credibility and accuracy, reliability, 
and validity of my sources. 

● I can quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of 
others to avoid plagiarism. 

● I can cite my sources using MLA format.   

7.W.2.A  Follow a writing process to produce clear and coherent writing 
in which the development, organization, style and voice are 
appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience; develop writing 
with narrative, expository, and argumentative techniques. 

● I can follow a writing process to organize my writing. 
● I can use effective formatting to explain my topic. 
● I can follow a writing process to write a narrative. 
● I can write a narrative using techniques of dialogue, 

timing, and description. 
● I can organize events in a natural and logical order.   
● I can use transition words and phrases to show order of 

events or changes in setting. 
● I can use precise words, relevant descriptions, and 

sensory details to reveal the actions and experiences of 
the story. 

● I can conclude my story by reflecting on experiences or 
events.   

● I can follow a writing process to write an argumentative 
essay. 

● I can write a claim and support it with reasons and 
evidence. 

● I can write a claim and recognize opposing views. 
● I can support my claim with accurate sources of 

information. 
● I can use formal words and language to write about an 

issue or topic. 
● I can end my writing with a concluding statement that 

backs up the claims in my argument.   
● I can follow a writing process to write an expository 

essay. 

 



 

● I can use compare and contrast, or cause and effect to 
organize my writing. 

● I can organize my paper using a clear introduction. 
● I can support my topic using facts, definitions, details, 

and examples. 
● I can use appropriate transitions between ideas and 

concepts. 
● I can use precise language and vocabulary specific to 

my topic. 
● I can write a conclusion that supports the information 

presented in my paper. 

7.W.3.A   Review, revise, and edit writing with consideration for the task, 
purpose, and audience. 

● I can organize and maintain a clear focus throughout 
my paper.  

● I can add or delete content in order to clarify the 
meaning of my paper. 

● I can choose appropriate and precise language for my 
paper. 

● I can demonstrate the relationship among ideas using 
multiple sentence structures.   

● I can use correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation in 
my paper.  

● I can use effective transitions to clarify relationships, 
connect ideas and claims, and signal time shifts in my 
writing. 

● I can use technology to produce and publish writing. 
● I can use technology to link to and cite sources. 
● I can use technology to interact and collaborate with 

others.   

7.RI.1.D  Explain the central/main ideas of a text and explain the 
relationship between the central idea and supporting evidence; 
summarize the text distinct from personal opinions. 

● I can explain how central ideas develop throughout the 
text. 

● I can summarize a text using facts. 

 
 
 
 

 

 



 

Math 

MLS Code  MLS Description  “I Can Statements” 

7.RP.A.2  Recognize and represent proportional relationships between 
quantities. 

● I can determine if two quantities are proportional from 
an equation. 

● I can determine if two quantities are proportional from 
a list. 

● I can determine if two quantities are proportional from 
a graph. 

● I can determine if two quantities are proportional from 
a table of values. 

● I can determine if two quantities are proportional from 
a context. 

● I can identify the constant of proportionality between 
quantities in tables. 

● I can identify the constant of proportionality between 
quantities in equations. 

● I can identify the constant of proportionality between 
quantities in graphs. 

● I can identify the constant of proportionality between 
quantities in real-world situations. 

● I can find the constant of proportionality between 
quantities using the values in tables. 

● I can find the constant of proportionality between 
quantities using the values in equations. 

● I can find the constant of proportionality between 
quantities using the values in graphs. 

● I can find the constant of proportionality between 
quantities using the values in real-world situations. 

● I can explain what a point (x,y) on the graph of a 
proportional relationship means in terms of the 
situation. 

● I can explain what the point (0,0) represents on the 
graph in terms of the situation. 

● I can understand that r is the unit rate in the ordered 
pair (1,r). 

● I can use units to explain a proportional relationship. 

 



 

● I can identify graphs of proportional and 
non-proportional relationships. 

● I can understand that the graph of any proportional 
relationship will pass through the origin. 

● I can explain why a proportional relationship must pass 
through the origin. 

7.RP.A.3   Solve problems involving ratios, rates, percentages and 
proportional relationships. 

● I can solve problems involving ratios. 
● I can solve problems involving rates. 
● I can solve problems involving percentages. 
● I can solve problems involving proportional 

relationships. 
● I can use units to describe the problem. 

7.NS.A.3   Solve problems involving the four arithmetic operations with 
rational numbers. 

● I can add rational numbers to solve problems. 
● I can subtract rational numbers to solve problems. 
● I can multiply rational numbers to solve problems. 
● I can divide rational numbers to solve problems. 
● I can solve multi-step real-world problems involving 

rational numbers. 

7.EEI.B.3   Solve multi-step problems posed with rational numbers.  ● I can write equivalent forms of rational numbers to 
solve problems. 

● I can use mental math and estimation strategies to 
determine if an answer is reasonable. 

7.EEI.B.4   Write and/or solve linear equations and inequalities in one 
variable. 

● I can write one-step equations involving addition or 
subtraction of rational numbers with variables. 

● I can write one-step equations involving multiplication 
or division of rational numbers with variables. 

● I can solve one-step equations involving addition or 
subtraction of rational numbers with variables. 

● I can solve one-step equations involving multiplication 
or division of rational numbers with variables. 

● I can write two-step equations involving the four 
operations on rational numbers with variables 
including the use of the distributive property. 

● I can solve two-step equations involving the four 
operations on rational numbers with variables 
including the use of the distributive property. 

● I can explain the meaning of the solution in a two-step 

 



 

equation within the context of the problem. 
● I can write two-step inequalities with rational 

numbers. 
● I can solve two-step inequalities with rational 

numbers. 
● I can graph two-step inequalities with rational 

numbers. 

7.GM.A.4   Understand concepts of circles.  ● I can understand two times the radius is diameter 2r=d. 
● I can understand the radius is one-half the diameter 

r=d/2. 
● I can understand circumference is C=𝜋d. 
● I can understand the area of a circle is pi times radius 

squared A=𝜋r2. 
● I can understand the value of pi can be found by taking 

the circumference of a circle and dividing it by its 
diameter 𝜋=C/d. 

● I can use the formula C=𝜋d to solve problems involving 
circumference of circles. 

● I can use A=𝜋r2 to solve problems involving area of 
circles. 

7.GM.B.5   Use angle properties to write and solve equations for an 
unknown angle. 

● I can understand complementary angles have a sum of 
90°. 

● I can understand supplementary angles have a sum of 
180°. 

● I can understand vertical angles are congruent. 
● I can understand adjacent angles share a vertex and 

side. 
● I can use angle properties to write multi-step problems 

to find an unknown angle measure. 
● I can use angle properties to solve multi-step problems 

to find an unknown angle measure. 

7.GM.B.6   Understand the relationship between area, surface area, and 
volume. 

● I can find the area of triangles. 
● I can find the area of quadrilaterals. 
● I can find the area of other polygons composed of 

triangles and rectangles. 
● I can find the volume of prisms. 
● I can find the volume of pyramids. 
● I can find the volume of cylinders. 

 



 

● I can find the surface area of prisms. 
● I can find the surface area of pyramids. 
● I can find the surface area of cylinders. 
● I can explain how to use the areas of faces of a 

3-dimensional figure to find the surface area.  
● I can explain how to use the area of the base and the 

height of a 3-dimensional figure to find its volume.  

7.DSP.A.2   Use data from multiple samples to draw inferences about a 
population and investigate variability in estimates of the 
characteristic of interest. 

● I can use data from multiple samples to make 
conclusions about a population as a whole. 

● I can make comparisons of data from multiple samples 
and actual results. 

● I can determine the variation between the estimates or 
predictions from the sample and the actual event. 

7.DSP.C.6   Investigate the relationship between theoretical and 
experimental probabilities for simple events. 

● I can understand the concept of theoretical probability. 
● I can predict outcomes using theoretical probability. 
● I can perform experiments that model theoretical 

probability. 
● I can understand the difference between theoretical and 

experimental probability. 
● I can compare theoretical and experimental probability. 

 
Back to Top 

Science 

MLS Code  MLS Description  “I Can Statements” 

PS1.A.4 

Develop a model that describes changes in particle motion, 
temperature, and state of a pure substance when thermal energy 
is added or removed. 
 

● I can draw a diagram showing the arrangement of 
particles in solids, liquids and gases. 

● I can predict the changes of motion of particles in solid, 
liquids, and gases when thermal energy is added or 
removed. 

● I can measure temperature using appropriate units. 
● I can identify how temperature of particles can affect 

their motion. 
● I can describe how the change in motion is due to 

 



 

kinetic energy. 
● I can explain how the average kinetic energy can be 

measured with a thermometer. 

PS2.A.2 

Plan and conduct an investigation to provide evidence that the 
change in an object's motion depends on the sum of the forces on 
the object and the mass of the object. 

● I can identify the change in an object’s motion due to 
balanced or unbalanced forces. 

● I can identify change in an objects motion due to the 
mass of the object. 

● I can describe or identify data on motion, total force, or 
mass of an object. 

● I can describe how the motion of an object is observed 
and include appropriate units of measurement. 

● I can describe how mass is measured with appropriate 
units. 

● I can design an investigation to identify and determine 
variables needed to minimize the collision. 

PS3.A.4 

Plan and conduct an investigation to determine the relationships 
among the energy transferred, the type of matter, the mass, and 
the change in the temperature of the sample. 

● I can determine the certain types of materials can affect 
thermal energy transfer. 

● I can determine that different masses of materials can 
affect thermal energy transfer. 

● I can determine that the transfer of thermal energy can 
cause a change in temperature. 

● I can design an investigation to collect data on the 
initial & final temperature, types of matter, and  the 
mass of matter. 

● I can describe the relationship between temperature 
and kinetic energy. 

● I can identify and describe independent variables, 
dependent variables, and controls in an experiment. 

LS1.A.2 

Develop and use a model to describe the function of a cell as a 
whole and ways parts of the cells contribute to that function. 

● I can explain how a cell controls what enters and leaves 
a cell. 

● I can define homeostasis. 
● I can determine the difference between a plant and 

animal cell. 
● I can draw a model to show the movement of molecules 

through a cell membrane. 
● I can describe the function of the cell organelles. 

LS1.A.4  Present evidence that body systems interact to carry out key body 
functions, including providing nutrients and oxygen to cells, 

● I can describe the levels of organization (cells, tissues, 

 



 
removing carbon dioxide and waste from cells and the body, 
controlling body motion/activity and coordination, and 
protecting the body. 

organs, organ systems) and how they interact. 
● I can describe how organs and organ systems interact 

to keep the organism alive. 
● I can explain how different tissues work together to 

function as an organ. 

LS1.B.2 

Construct a scientific explanation based on evidence for how 
environmental and genetic factors influence the growth of 
Organisms. 
 

● I can determine how genetic factors influence the 
growth of organisms. 

● I can identify and describe evidence (from 
observations, investigations, and reading material) 
that genetics can modify the growth of plants and 
animals. 

LS1.C.1 

Construct a scientific explanation based on evidence for the role 
of photosynthesis and cellular respiration in the cycling of matter 
and flow of energy into and out of organisms. 

● I can describe the relationship between photosynthesis 
and cellular respiration as it affects the cycling of 
matter.  

● I can explain why the energy from the sun is necessary 
for the production of food and oxygen for living 
organisms. 

● I can describe how carbon dioxide and water can 
produce sugars and oxygen. 

● I can describe how sugars are used for plant growth as 
well as food for other organisms. 

● I can identify the three things necessary for 
photosynthesis. 

● I can explain how food produced in photosynthesis can 
be used for repair and seed production. 

● I can explain how food and oxygen provide energy for 
growth and survival. 

● I can explain why oxygen is released in photosynthesis. 

 
Back to Top 

 
 
 

 



 

Social Studies 

MLS Code  MLS Description  “I Can Statements” 

WH.2.CC.B  

Analyze the role early civilizations had in shaping concepts of 
government, law, and social order. 

● I can explain the role early civilizations had in shaping 
concepts of government. 

● I can explain the role early civilizations had in shaping 
concepts of law. 

● I can explain the role early civilizations had in shaping 
concepts of social order. 

WH.2.PC.A  Explain the significance of monotheistic and polytheistic 
religions to the social and political order of early civilizations. 

 

WH.3.CC.A 

Analyze the rise and fall of classical civilizations to determine 
their significance to future societies. 

● I can explain the rise and fall of the ancient Greek 
civilization to determine its significance to future 
societies. 

● I can explain the rise and fall of the ancient Roman 
civilization to determine its significance to future 
societies. 

WH.4.CC.A  Compare how the collapse of government and resulting 
instability led to the development of feudal kingdoms in Europe 
and Japan. 

 

WH.4.CC.B  Explain the origins and significance of the expansion of the 
Muslim and Mongol rule in Europe, Asia and Africa. 

 

WH.4.CC.C  Analyze how the Crusades and Black Death affected existing 
societies in Europe, Asia and Africa. 

 

WH.4.CC.D  Analyze the cultures of civilizations in sub- Saharan Africa, 
Mesoamerica, and Andean South America. 

 

WH.2.CC.A  Explain the causes and results of the Agricultural Revolution in 
relation to the development of new and more complex 
societies in Asia, Africa, and the Americas. 

 

WH.3.GS.A  Explain the origins, functions, and structure of governmental of 
governmental systems within classical civilizations. 

 

WH.4.PC.A  Analyze scientific, technological, intellectual, and artistic 
advancements to determine the legacy of European,African and 
Mesoamerican civilizations. 
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Eighth Grade Priority Standards 
 

ELA 

MLS Code  MLS Description  “I Can Statements” 

RL.1.A/ 
RI.1.A 

Draw conclusions, infer, and analyze by citing the textual 
evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

● I can draw conclusions and make inferences from the 
text. I can cite text evidence to support analysis of the 
text. 

RI.3.B   Analyze two or more texts that provide conflicting information 
on the same topic, and identify where the texts disagree on 
matter of fact or interpretation. 

● I can compare two texts or media pieces. 

W1A.1  Conduct research to answer a qestion including a self-generated 
question; gather relevant credible sources, print and digital; 
integrate information using a standard citation system 

 

W1A.2  Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital 
sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and 
conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a 
standard format for citation. 

 

W2A  Follow a writing process to produce a clear and coherent writing 
in which the development, organization, style, and voice are 
appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience; develop writing 
narrative, expository, and argumentative techniques. 

● I can follow a writing process to produce an appropriate 
piece of writing. 

RI.1.B/ 
RL.1.B  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in 

the text, including figurative and connotative meanings using 
context, affixes, or reference materials. 

● I can determine the meaning of a word as it is used in a 
text. 

 
 

 



 

RI.1.D/ 
RL.1.D 

Explain the central/main idea (theme RL1D) of a text and analyze 
its development over the course of a text; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 

● I can explain the central idea/theme of a text and 
summarize it.  
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Math 

MLS Code  MLS Description  “I Can Statements” 

8.EEI.A.1   Know and apply the properties of integer exponents to generate 
equivalent expressions 

● I can simplify an expression that contains two or more 
terms with the same base being multiplied by adding 
the integer exponents.  

● I can simplify an expression that contains two or more 
terms with the same base being divided by subtracting 
the integer exponents.  

● I can simplify an expression that contains a power 
raised to another power by multiplying the integer 
exponents.  

● I can generate an equivalent expression containing a 
negative exponent by converting to the multiplicative 
inverse.  

● I can generate an equivalent expression containing a 
base raised to the power of zero by converting to one.  

● I understand that any base raised to a power of zero will 
simplify to be one.  

● I understand that the multiplication and division 
properties will only work when the base is the same. 

8.EEI.B.5   Graph proportional relationships. a) Interpret the unit rate as 
the slope of the graph. b) Compare two different proportional 
relationships.  
 

● I can graph proportional relationships using the unit 
rate (1, r).  

● I understand that proportional relationships have 
linear graphs that pass through the origin.  

● I can find the unit rate of a proportional relationship 
displayed in a graph, equation or table.  

 



 

● I can compare two different proportional relationships 
given multiple representations, including tables, 
graphs, and equations.  

● I can find the slope/rate of change of a proportional 
relationship.  

● I understand that in a proportional relationship the 
unit rate is the slope of the linear equation. 

● I understand that proportional relationships have both 
a constant ratio and a constant rate of change.  

● I can write the equation y = kx for a proportional 
relationship.  

8.EEI.B.6   Apply concepts of slope and y-intercept to graphs, equations 
and proportional relationships. a) Explain why the slope (m) is 
the same between any two distinct points on a nonvertical line in 
the Cartesian coordinate plane. b) Derive the equation y = mx for 
a line through the origin and the equation y = mx + b for a line 
intercepting the vertical axis at b. 
 
 

● I can explain why the slope (m) is the same between 
any two distinct points on a non-vertical line in the 
Cartesian coordinate plane. 

● I can write an equation in slope-intercept form when 
given a table of values.  

● I can write an equation in slope-intercept form when 
given a linear graph.  

● I can write an equation in slope-intercept form when 
given two-points on a line.  

● I can write an equation in slope-intercept form when 
given a real-world linear situation.  

● I can write an equation in slope-intercept form when 
given the slope and the y-intercept of a line. I can write 
an equation in slope-intercept form when given the 
slope and one-point on the line.  

8.EEI.C.7   Solve linear equations and inequalities in one variable. a) Create 
and identify linear equations with one solution, infinitely many 
solutions or no solutions. b) Solve linear equations and 
inequalities with rational number coefficients, including 
equations and inequalities whose solutions require expanding 
expressions using the distributive property and combining like 
terms. 

● I can create linear equations with one solution, 
infinitely many solutions or no solutions.  

● I can identify linear equations with one solution.  
● I can identify linear equations with infinitely many 

solutions 
● I can identify linear equations with no solutions. 
● I can solve linear equations with rational number 

coefficients in one variable.  
● I can solve linear equations with rational number 

coefficients in one variable with the distributive 
property.  

● I can solve linear equations with rational number 
coefficients in one variable with the distributive 

 



 

property and combining like terms.  
● I can solve linear equations with rational number 

coefficients by combining like terms.  
● I can solve linear inequalities with rational number 

coefficients in one variable with or without the 
distributive property and combining like terms.  

8.F.B.4   Use functions to model linear relationships between quantities. 
a) Explain the parameters of a linear function based on the 
context of a problem. b) Determine the parameters of a linear 
function. c) Determine the x-intercept of a linear function. 
 

● I can explain that the slope is the constant rate of 
change and describe what this means in the context of a 
given situation.  

● I can explain that the initial value is the y-intercept and 
describe what this means in the context of a given 
situation.   

● I can determine the slope of a linear function given a 
description of the relationships or from two points, 
tables, or graphs.  

● I can determine the y-intercept of a linear function 
given a description of the relationships or from two 
points, tables, or graphs.  

● I can identify an x-intercept from a graph and 
determine its meaning In the context of a given 
situation.  

● I can identify an x-intercept from a table and determine 
its meaning In the context of a given situation.  

● I can identify an x-intercept from an equation (e.g., in 
slope-intercept form y=mx+b or standard form 
ax+by=c) and determine its meaning In the context of a 
given situation. 

8.GM.A.3  Describe the effect of dilations, translations, rotations and 
reflections on two-dimensional figures using coordinates. 
 
 

● I can describe the effect of dilation on two-dimensional 
figures using coordinates.  

● I can describe the effect of rotations on 
two-dimensional figures using coordinates.  

● I can describe the effect of reflections on 
two-dimensional figures using coordinates.  

● I can describe the effect of translations on 
two-dimensional figures using coordinates.  

8.GM.A.5   Explore angle relationships and establish informal arguments. 
a) Derive the sum of the interior angles of a triangle. b) Explore 
the relationship between the interior and exterior angles of a 

● I can explain why the interior angles of every triangle 
add up to 180 degrees.  

● I can explain how interior and exterior angles of a 

 



 

triangle. c) Construct and explore the angles created when 
parallel lines are cut by a transversal. d) Use the properties of 
similar figures to solve problems. 

triangle are related.  
● I can construct the angles created when two parallel 

lines are cut by a transversal. 
● I can find the missing angles when two parallel lines 

are cut by a transversal. 
● I can use properties (congruent corresponding angles 

and proportional corresponding sides) of similar 
figures to solve problems.  

● I understand that similar polygons have the same shape 
because corresponding angles are congruent.  

● I understand that most similar polygons are different 
sizes (dilations of one another).  

● I understand that all congruent polygons are also 
similar.   

8.GM.C.9   Solve problems involving surface area and volume. a) 
Understand the concept of surface area and find surface area of 
pyramids. b) Understand the concepts of volume and find the 
volume of pyramids, cones and spheres.  

● I can find the surface area of pyramids. 
● I can find the volume of pyramids. 
● I can find the volume of cones.  
● I can find the volume of spheres.  
● I understand that the surface area of pyramids is found 

by adding the areas of each face together. 
● I can solve problems involving surface area.  
● I can solve problems involving volume.  

8.GM.B.7   Use the Pythagorean Theorem to determine unknown side 
lengths in right triangles in problems in two- and 
three-dimensional contexts. 
 

● I can use the Pythagorean Theorem to determine 
unknown side lengths in right triangles in problems in 
two dimensional contexts.  

● I can use the Pythagorean Theorem to determine 
unknown side lengths in right triangles in problems in 
three-dimensional contexts.  

8.DSP.A.1   Construct and interpret scatter plots of bi-variate measurement 
data to investigate patterns of association between two 
quantities.  
 

● I can construct a scatter plot of bivariate measurement 
data.  

● I can interpret a scatter plot of bivariate measurement 
data to identify clustering.  

● I can interpret a scatter plot of bivariate measurement 
data to identify outliers.  

● I can interpret a scatter plot of bivariate measurement 
data to identify a positive or negative association.  

● I can interpret a scatter plot of bivariate measurement 
data to identify a linear or non-linear association. 
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Science 

MLS Code  MLS Description  “I Can Statements” 

ESS1.A.1  Develop and use a model of the Earth-Sun-Moon system to 
explain the cyclic patterns of lunar and eclipses of the sun and 
moon. 

● Identify the components of Earth-Moon-Sun system 
● Describe the tilt of the Earth on its axis and its rotation 

rate 
● Compare the size of the components and the distance 

relationship within the model 
● Explain the frequency that the Moon rotates on its axis 

and around the Earth 
● Describe the frequency of the Earth-Moon system and 

its orbit around the Sun 
● Describe the path of solar radiation to the Earth or 

Moon 
● Explain where the light from the Moon originates  
● Explain why only part of the Moon is visible at different 

times of the month (moon phases) 
● Explain why solar energy from the Sun warms some 

parts of the Earth more than others 
● Explain why the North Star always appears in the same 

location in the sky 
● Explain the position of the Sun, Moon, and Earth in a 

solar eclipse 
● Explain the position of the Sun, Moon, and Earth in a 

lunar eclipse 
● Predict the phases of the Moon when given the relative 

locations of the Earth, Sun, and Moon 
● Predict whether an eclipse will occur given the location 

of the Earth, Sun, and Moon and your position on Earth 

ESS1.B.1  Analyze and interpret data to determine scale properties of 
objects in the solar system. 

● Demonstrate the position of the planets in relation to 
the distance from the Sun, the diameter, surface 
features, structure, and composition 

 



 

● Explain how advancements in engineering and 
technology have improved our knowledge of the solar 
system 

● Identify the differences, locations, and composition of 
different solar system objects 

ESS1.C.1  Construct a scientific explanation based on evidence from rock 
strata for how the geologic time scale is used to organize Earth’s 
history. 
 
 
 

● Use evidence (rock strata, relative ages of rock unit) 
and reasoning to construct an explanation of the 
geological time scale 

● Identify the relative age of organisms using 
undisturbed rock strata  

● Identify features of rock strata that are younger/older 
● Identify the relative age of the rocks using index fossils 
● Construct the relative time ordering of events using 

order of rock layers, fossil records, and evidence of 
major geologic events 

ESS2.A.1  Develop and use a model to illustrate that energy from the 
Earth’s interior drives convection which cycles Earth’s crust 
leading to melting, crystallization, weathering and deformation 
of large rock formations, including generation of ocean seafloor 
at ridges, submergence of ocean seafloor at trenches, mountain 
building and active volcanic chains. 

● Develop a model to identify the relative components of 
the Earth’s materials and systems 

● Describe the relationships between the cycling of 
matter or energy through chemical and physical 
changes above, on, and below the Earth's surface 

● Explain the forces involved in the formation of 
different rocks in the rock cycle 

ESS2.C.2  Research, collect, and analyze data to provide evidence for how 
the motion and complex interactions of air masses results in 
changes in weather conditions. 
 

● Describe the relationship between air mass movement 
and changes in weather 

● Predict the weather in a given location given the 
temperature, air pressure, humidity, and wind speed 

● Predict the weather based on patterns of air mass 
movement (cold fronts, warm fronts) 

● Describe the tools and methods needed to help predict 
the weather 

● Make observations and record data from first hand or 
from professional monitor services 

ESS3.A.1  Construct a scientific explanation based on evidence for how the 
uneven distributions of Earth’s mineral, energy, and 
groundwater resources are the result of past and current 
geoscience processes and human activity. 

● Explain the uneven distribution of Earth’s minerals, 
energy, and groundwater are the result of past and 
current geoscience processes  

● Explain how the type and distribution of resources can 
be changed by human activity  

 



 

● Explain why some resources are limited in this geologic 
time 

● Explain why there is a difference between renewable 
and nonrenewable resources 

ESS3.C.1  Analyze data to define the relationship for how increases in 
human population and per-capita consumption of natural 
resources impact Earth’s systems. 

● Produce evidence to support or refute the claim that an 
increase in human population and per-capita 
consumption of natural resources affect the Earth’s 
systems 

● Identify and explain how new solutions can change the 
rate of resource consumption 

 
Back to Top 

Social Studies 

MLS Code  MLS Description  “I Can Statements” 

SS.6-8.AH.1.GS.A   Analyze laws, policies and processes to determine how 
governmental systems affect individuals and groups in 
society in American history prior to c.1870. 

● I can review laws, policies, and different governmental 
practices that affected early settlers prior to 1870. 

SS.6-8.AH.2.G.C   Compare major patterns of population distribution, 
demographics and migrations in the United States and 
the impact of those patterns on cultures and community 
life in this time period. 

● I can compare and contrast the migration and cultural 
impact on the development of the 13 colonies. 

 

SS.6-8.AH.3.GS.C   Apply the principles of inalienable rights, popular 
sovereignty, natural rights, and social contract to 
evaluate the purpose and legacy of the Declaration of 
Independence. 

● I can identify and explain key principles that lead to the 
creation of the Declaration of Independence. 

SS.6-8.AH.3.GS.E   Apply the principles of rule of law, representation, 
separation of powers, checks and balances, and 
federalism to explain the purposes and functions of the 
Constitution. 

● I can describe the “how” and “why” the Bill of Rights 
was created, and how those rights continue to protect 
our individual rights and freedoms today. 

 

SS.6-8.AH.3.GS.F   Describe the origins and purposes of the Bill of Rights  ● I can consider and investigate the purposes of the US 

 



 

and evaluate the enduring significance of these concepts 
to the preservation of individual rights and liberties. 

Constitution in relation to the citizens. 
 

SS.6-8.AH.3.GS.G   Examine elections, issues, laws, and events of this time 
period to explain how the concepts of judicial review, 
elastic clause, and an amendment process were 
established or used to meet challenges. 

● I can consider and investigate the purposes of the three 
branches of government. 

SS.6-8.AH.4.CC.C   Analyze the forced removal and resettlements of Native 
Americans to determine its impact on their cultures and 
civilizations. 

● I can explain how the growth of the US and legislation 
impacted the settlers and Native Americans. 

● I can create a map and timeline to show the westward 
expansion. 

SS.6-8.AH.5.CC.B  Trace the events as well as political, cultural, economic 
and social conditions leading to conflict between 
Northern and Southern states. 

● I can create a timeline of the important events and 
issues creating conflict between the North and South. 

SS.6-8.AH.5.GS.B   Analyze federalism and popular sovereignty to explain 
peoples' expectations of the role of government and 
their place in governance. 

● I can compare and contrast the views, ideals, and 
economic factors between the North and South. 

SS.6-8.AH.5.EC.B  Compare the economic strengths and weaknesses of the 
North and South before, during and immediately after 
the Civil War 

● I can explain why the events of the Civil War had a 
strong influence on the powers of the state and national 
governments. 
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