
 

No Tech Alternatives to AMI 
Assignments in Google 

Classroom 
 
If you have access to Google Classroom from home, please complete the AMI lessons that your 
teachers have posted. Students are also encouraged to log into Zearn and Achieve 3000 and 
continue working there. If you do not have online access, don’t worry, students will not be 
penalized for not having access to technology. However, there are still lots of things you can do at 
home to continue learning.  Here are some suggestions:   
 
ELA:  Read! Read a book on your level that you enjoy or read to a younger sibling. Ask someone to 
read to you. Choose three Reader Response questions to answer. You can write your answers 
down or tell them to a friend or family member.   
 
Write a Concrete Found poem. Using words and passages from a book you are reading or have 
read, write a poem in the shape of a picture that matches the story. To learn more about this type 
of poem, please visit this website from Scholastic. 
 
Math:  Practice problem solving and mathematical thinking with a regular deck of cards and play 
these Playing Card Math Games for Middle School.   
 
Science: Study the physics of sledding or conduct snow science experiments to find out how to 
make frost and create the best snow volcano reaction. We’ve got lots of options for snow day 
science. 
 
Social Studies: Continue learning about Black leaders as part of Black History Month.  Review the 
Black Athletes we learned about the first week of February 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19Y1C7sZeej_LzkZuZJ5sh4fCpD5tlr6r/view?usp=sharing and 
continue learning about Black inventors that we started learning about last week 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HnmK12apVkTr4j_-KYPrITKxYiskCp7t/view?usp=sharing  
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.scholastic.com/content/dam/teachers/articles/migrated-files-in-body/grades_6-8_text_deep_dive_concrete_found_poems.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19Y1C7sZeej_LzkZuZJ5sh4fCpD5tlr6r/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HnmK12apVkTr4j_-KYPrITKxYiskCp7t/view?usp=sharing


 

ELA Reader Response 
Suggestions  

 
Choose 3 (there are different questions for fiction and non-fiction texts) 
 
FICTION RESPONSES  
Compare and Contrast yourself to the main character in the book?  
What is the most important word in the book? The most important passage? The most important 
event or feeling? Explain why. 
Who should or shouldn’t read this book? Why?  
What are the best parts of the book? Why? What are the worst parts? Why?  
Do you like the ending of the book? Why or why not? Do you think there is more to tell?  
What makes you wonder in this book? What confuses you?  
Do any of the characters remind you of friends, family members, or classmates? Explain.  
Which character would you like to be in this book? Why?  
Do you think the title fits the book? Why or why not?  
How have you changed after reading this book? Explain 
What conflict in particular is driving the plot of the story?  
What does the writer’s purpose seem to be?  
I can relate to…..because…  
What’s something about a character’s past that you would like to know, and why?  
 
NON-FICTION RESPONSES  
What would you ask the author if you ever met him or her?  
What kind of research did the author have to do to write this information?  
Does this book provide recent information? Where could you look to find more information about 
the topic?  
What qualifies the author to write about this topic? How do you know?  
Would you like to learn more about this topic? Why?  
By reading this, did you discover anything that could help you outside of school? 
What facts did you like learning about the most? Why?  
What information would you like to share with someone else? Why?  
Would like to read more books about this topic? Why?  
What else would you like to know about this topic? How can you find it out?  
 
 
Back to Top List  
 

 
 



 

Playing Card Math for Middle 
School (4 Games) 

 
Multiplication War 
This game is played with two players and a full deck of cards. 
 
Ace is worth 11 
Jack is worth 12 
Queen is worth 13 
King is worth 14 
 
This game works with number recognition, positive & negative integers, and multiplication. 
 
How to Play:  
Black cards are positive numbers. 
Red cards are negative numbers. 
 
Deal out cards evenly between the two players. (Each player should have 26 cards) 
 
This game is played similarly to War. Begin by simultaneously flipping over top two cards. (Instead 
of one like in War) 
 
Remember that two negative numbers make a positive product (a negative times a negative 
equals a positive) and that -3 is greater than -8. 
 
The highest product wins all four cards. (Similarly in War the highest number takes both cards) 
If the cards products have the same value, the cards are placed in a center pile (or set to the side).  
 
The next hand is played normally and will determine the winner of the previously set aside cards 
plus the current hand. 
 
Play continues until one person holds all the cards or until a set amount of time has passed and 
then the person holding the most cards wins the game. 
 
Exponent War 
This game is played with two players and a full deck of cards. 
 
Face cards = 10 
Ace = 1 or 10 (decide before beginning the game 
 
This game works with multiplication, base, and exponents. 
 



How to Play: 
Deal out cards evenly between the two players. (Each player should have 26 cards) 
 
This game is played similarly to War. Begin by simultaneously flipping over top two cards. (Instead 
of one like in War) The first card is the base and the second card is the exponent. The player with 
the highest product wins all four cards. 
 
If the cards products have the same value, the cards are placed in a center pile (or set to the side). 
The next hand is played normally and will determine the winner of the previously set aside cards 
plus the current hand. 
 
Play continues until one person holds all the cards or until a set amount of time has passed and 
then the person holding the most cards wins the game. 
 
Hit The Target Number 
This game can be played with 2-5 players and one deck of cards. 
 
Ace = 1 or 11 
Jack = 12 
Queen = 13 
King = 14 
 
This game works with multiplication/division, addition/subtraction, order of operations, and 
mathematical reasoning. 
 
How to Play: 
The group of 2 – 5 players selects a target number from 1-30. One of the players will turn five cards 
from the deck face up and the object is to make a number sentence using all five cards with 
any operations to reach the target number. 
 
For example, suppose the target number is 20 and the cards in play are 5, 5, 6, 2, and Ace (in the 
case making the Ace worth 1). One winning combination is: 5 x 2 + 5 + 6 – 1 = 20. Another is (6 x 5) – 
(2 x 5 x 1). Also, (6 ÷ 2) x 5 + (5 x 1) works, as do many more. 
 
The first player to find a winning combination keeps the cards and chooses the next target 
number. If no combination is found in about a minute, flip over another card and try to make a 
combination using six cards. 
 
If playing with players of different abilities, instate a rule that says, if a player hasn’t made a 
combination in three rounds, he or she may make combinations using four of the five cards until 
they make a winning combination; other players must use five. 
 
Collaborative Fractions 
This game can be played in four variations, with two people working together. You will need a 
deck of cards and some scratch paper and pencil. 
 



face cards = 10 
Ace = 1 or 11 (decide before you begin) 
This game works with adding, subtracting, and multiplying fractions as well as numerator and 
denominator. 
 
How to Play: 
Decide if you are going to add, subtract, or multiply with the cards you turn up, or maybe you do 
all of them with each set of cards you turn up! 
 
Deal out four cards and place them face up. Using these four cards, create two fractions. To do 
this make the two largest cards denominators, and the other two become numerators. Use 
scratch paper to work out the problem you have created (don’t forget about common 
denominators!). 
 
Be sure to reduce answers into simplest form! 
 
Back to Top List  
 

 
 

 

SNOW DAY SCIENCE 
How to Make Frost: The Science of Condensation 
From https://www.steamsational.com/how-to-make-frost/ 

Materials Needed: 
● 2 aluminum cans (like empty and clean bean cans, lids removed) 
● Salt 
● Crushed ice or snow 

Make a Hypothesis: In this experiment, one can of ice/snow will have salt added and one will be 
left alone.  Which one do you think will make frost on the outside of the can? 

Set up the Experiment: Fill both cans with the same amount of ice or snow. Place the cans near 
each other but not too close.  Then liberally add salt to only one can. Let the cans sit and observe 
for 5 minutes. 

What happened? Is there a difference? Which one formed frost? Why? Was your hypothesis 
correct or incorrect?  

The science:  Since people usually put salt on roads and walkways to melt snow and ice, you may 
have predicted that the can without salt would form frost and the can with salt wouldn’t.  But the 
opposite happened! Salt lowers the melting point of ice. When this happens, the water vapor 
around the can falls below freezing as well. Frost forms on the outside fo the can when the water 
vapor is freezing. The can without the salt has a higher melting point that is above freezing. That 
is why the water vapor only makes condensation and not frost on that can.  

https://www.steamsational.com/how-to-make-frost/


 

The Physics of Sledding  
from https://elementalscience.com/blogs/science-activities/88961923-10-snow-science-activities  

Everybody loves to go sledding! As you whoosh down the hills, here are a few things you can test 
to learn about the physics of sledding: 

● Do you go faster down a steeper or more gentle slope? 
● Do you go faster with more or less weight? 
● Which shape of sled goes the fastest? 
● Which material for the sled goes the fastest? 

 

Guess the Amount of Water Snow Will Leave Once it Melts 
from https://elementalscience.com/blogs/science-activities/88961923-10-snow-science-activities  

Fill a clear container with snow and then guess at where the water level will be once the snow 
melts. This will take several hours depending on the size of your container, so if you really can't 
wait, pop it in the microwave for 15-second intervals until the snow has melted. 

Make Ice Bubbles 
from https://elementalscience.com/blogs/science-activities/88961923-10-snow-science-activities  

Everybody loves bubbles, but the frozen variety is very fragile. You can blow bubbles directly on 
the snow and observe it as it freezes! 

Make a Snow Volcano 
From https://www.science-sparks.com/snow-volcano/  and 
https://www.sciencenewsforstudents.org/article/study-acid-base-chemistry-volcanoes-experimen
t  

Materials: 
● 2 spoonfuls of baking soda 
● 1 spoonful dish soap 
● A few drops of red food coloring 
● A little more than 2 tablespoons vinegar 
● Snow 
● Small container 

Add everything except the vinegar to the container. Carefully shape a volcano around the 
container using snow. 

Stand back, get ready...add the vinegar and watch the eruption! If it doesn’t work so well, add a bit 
more dish soap and vinegar and give it a good stir.  

The science: The reaction that occurs is an example of acid-base chemistry. Vinegar contains 
acetic acid. White vinegar has a pH of about 2.5. Baking soda is sodium bicarbonate. It is a base. It 
has a pH of about 8. 

https://elementalscience.com/blogs/science-activities/88961923-10-snow-science-activities
https://elementalscience.com/blogs/science-activities/88961923-10-snow-science-activities
https://elementalscience.com/blogs/science-activities/88961923-10-snow-science-activities
https://www.science-sparks.com/snow-volcano/
https://www.sciencenewsforstudents.org/article/study-acid-base-chemistry-volcanoes-experiment
https://www.sciencenewsforstudents.org/article/study-acid-base-chemistry-volcanoes-experiment


Acids and bases react together. The H+ from the acid and the OH- from the base come together 
to form water (H2O). In the case of vinegar and baking soda, this takes two steps. First the two 
molecules react together to form two other chemicals — sodium acetate and carbonic acid. 
Carbonic acid is very unstable. It then breaks apart quickly into carbon dioxide and water. Carbon 
dioxide is a gas, which makes the water fizz like soda pop. If you add a little dish soap to your acid 
solution, the bubbles will catch in the soap. The reaction produces a big fwoosh of foam. 

Acids and bases will react together until there are no excess H+ or OH- ions present. When all the 
ions of one type are all used up, the reaction is neutralized. This means that if you have a lot of 
vinegar, but very little baking soda (or vice versa), you’ll get a small volcano. Varying the ratio of 
ingredients can change the size of that reaction.   

Go Further: Now that you understand the science behind the reaction a little better, play around 
with how much vinegar, dish soap, and baking soda you use. Create a table to track how much of 
each you use. Make sure you make a prediction about what kind of reaction you will get before 
each attempt. What gives you the largest reaction? 

 
Back to Top List  

 
 


