
Dear Family, 

	 I would like to welcome you to fifth grade! I am so excited to 
get to know all of you! I’ve put together a welcome packet of 
information that I thought may be helpful for you and your child 
to look through. Please let me know if you have any questions. 

	 I believe that open lines of communication are key in 
providing an effective education for your child. Please contact me 
with any questions, concerns, suggestions, etc. that you may 
have. Class Dojo or email is probably the quickest way for me to 
respond, however, you are always welcome to call too. Here is my 
contact information: 

Email: blacy@sikeston.k12.mo.us 
School Phone Number: (573)471-0792 

Best wishes to you and your family for a great school year! 

	 	 	 	 	 	 Sincerely, 

	 	 	 	 	 	  



Here are the essential learning outcomes for our English 
language arts class: 

These are some broad statements that help give you an brief 
overview of what we will be learning this year. 

	 While I have tried to give you a brief overview of what we will be 
covering this year, I certainly have not listed everything. I hope this 
packet gives you an idea of how our English Language Arts (ELA) 
classroom will operate. I will be sending home bi-weekly newsletters 
to inform you more specifically about the topics being covered. Please 
never hesitate to email or call with any questions! 

English/Language Arts: 

- The student will be able to read with accuracy, fluency, and 
comprehension. 

- The student will be able to quote accurately and explicitly 
from the text and draw evidence from the text.  

- The student will be able to summarize written and oral 
texts. 

- The student will be able to compare and contrast/note 
similarities and differences in text. 

- The student will be able to make text to text, text to self, 
and text to world connections through a variety of texts. 

- The student will be able to determine word meanings using 
a variety of methods. 

- The student will understand the use of figurative language. 
- The student will write a variety of texts (persuasive, 

narrative, and informational) utilizing proper grammar and 
mechanics. 

- The student will be able to engage in a variety of 
collaborative conversations. 



School Hours & Transportation 
	 Students will be able to enter the classroom at 7:40. At this 
time, students need to sharpen pencils, use the restroom, fill 
their water bottles, etc. School begins at 7:50 a.m. This means 
students must be in the classroom by 7:50. Students that come in 
after 7:50 a.m. are considered tardy. 
	 School will be dismissed at 2:50 p.m. After-school pick up 
will be at the north entrance of the building. Students riding a 
bus will be loaded and unloaded in front of the school. Students 
riding bikes and from school need to park at the rack provided 
when they get to school. Students are encouraged to lock up their 
bike during the day. Students walking home from school will be 
dismissed after the busses have left the front of the building. If 
your car is not in the car dismissal line your child will be 
considered a student walker.  

Water Bottles 
	 If your child would like to bring a water bottle to class, he/she is 
certainly welcome to do so. I ask that students do not leave their 
water bottles in our classroom the entire day, unless they have placed 
it in their backpack. Students are responsible for their own water 
bottle and if it becomes too much of a distraction, he/she will be asked 
to leave it at home. 

Friday Folders 
	 Each student has a Friday Folder that will be full of work your 
child has completed for the week. Students will pick up their folder 
every Friday at the end of class to bring home. Please go through the 
assignments from this folder together with your child. This is a great 
way to see what your child is learning! If you notice a mistake or have 
a question, please call or email me. After reviewing the papers, they 
are yours to keep at home, unless otherwise noted.  



Homework 
	 Students will be able to record all English Language Arts 
assignments at the end of the class period. I will write each 
assignment on the board for students to copy. It is their responsibility 
to copy it correctly and to have the book and papers necessary to 
complete the assignments.  
	 It is also the student’s responsibility to put their name on all 
assignments. If no name is written on an assignment, I will place it in 
a clip on the board. I will not grade an assignment until it is turned in 
with the student’s name written on it. 

Late Work Policy 
	 Students are expected to turn in all assignments on time. If a 
student turns in an assignment late, they will stay in from recess to 
finish the assignment. If this begins to become a regular occurrence, 
students will go to the office with me during recess to call parents and 
explain what is happening. I will also contact parents via email, class 
dojo, or phone call as needed. Students may receive classroom and 
office referrals for missing assignments. 

Reading 
	 A majority of our reading will come from novels, however we 
will also be reading short stories, poetry, articles, etc. this school 
year. I hope to use many different forms of text this year to show 
students that reading is connected to many real-world experiences. 
We will be reading in large class, small group, partner, and quiet-
reading settings. We will also be discussing what we read to learn 
more from each other and dig a little deeper into the text.  

Writing 
	 Our writing lessons will be split up between grammar lessons 
and writing projects. We will focus on one unit of grammar for a 
couple weeks, and then work on a writing project. We will work a lot 
on editing our own papers. Students will always be graded on writing 
projects using a scoring guide.  



Student Information System (SIS) 
	 Parents can access their child’s grades at anytime through 
SIS. You can receive your login and password information from 
the office if you haven’t already done so. I would encourage you 
to do this as it helps to stay on top of missing assignments and 
overall grades. 

Class Dojo 
	 Class Dojo is a classroom management tool used by many 
teachers in our school and around the world! With our class 
code, you will be able to create an account add our class, and 
receive photos, videos and announcements on our Class Story, or 
private message. I have the app on my phone and it is the 
quickest way to reach me before or after school. I will also be 
sharing homework information, important dates, etc through 
this app. You will also be able to see your child’s behavior log 
throughout the day. He or she may gain points for positive 
behavior or lose points based on negative behavior. You will 
always be able to see why your child lost or gained a point and 
can always contact me for more information about what 
happened in class.  

Final Thoughts 
I am so excited for our journey this year and I look forward to 
working with you and your child to make this year the best 
school year yet!  

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Thanks, 

       Ms. BriAnne Lacy


