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Dr. Joe Sanfelippo giving a presentation.

Charlie Cox
Reporter

 On January 3, Sikeston R-6 teachers and 
staff brought in the new year by hearing Dr. Joe 
Sanfelippo speak about leadership. Sanfelippo is 
the Superintendent of Fall Creek School District in 
Fall Creek, Wisconsin. Under the leadership of Dr. 
Sanfelippo, the Fall Creek School District was named 
an Innovative District in both 2016 and 2017 by the 
International Center for Leadership in education.
 Dr. Sanfelippo was a 2nd grade teacher, a 
5th grade teacher, and a high school coach before 
he took on an elementary principal position in 2005. 
Dr. Sanfelippo holds a bachelors degree in Early 
Childhood Education from St. Norbert College,  a 
masters degree in Education Psychology from the 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, a masters 
in Educational Leadership, and a doctorate in 
Leadership, Learning, and Service from Cardinal 
Strich University. Dr. Sanfelippo is also a professor 
in the Educational Leadership Department at Viterbo 
University.
 Along with all of his academic 
achievements, Dr. Sanfelippo has also co-written a 
few books about education. Hacking Leadership: 10 
Ways Great Leaders Inspire Learning That Teachers, 
Students, and Parents Love is his newest book that 
emphasizes finding innovative solutions to issues 
that have plagued the education system for years 
and implementing them tomorrow. The Power of 
Branding: Telling Your School’s Story  is another book 
that Dr. Sanfelippo has co-written that showcases. 
This book targeted towards administrators and how 
to make a school as productive as it can be through 
leadership and the idea of learning together. 
 Although Dr. Sanfelippo has a very 
prosperous career as an educator and a Superintendent, 
his skills exceed even further. Dr. Sanfelippo is an 
accredited public speaker. 
 He visits many school districts and offers 
different keynotes and workshops to help schools 
move in a positive direction when dealing with 
issues. These keynotes include: Lead Where You 

Are, The Impact of 30 Second Moments, Creating a 
Culture of YES, Leading the Learning, Be a Social 
Media Superhero, and Comfort Zone: Now People!!. 
These keynotes gained a lot of traction and have 
been shared with schools all over the United States.
 Dr. Sanfelippo is also known for his usage 
of social media. He currently sits at 50,000 twitter 
followers that he keeps updated every day with his 
#1minwalk2work video that he records and posts 
every week day. On his walk to work, he records 
himself speaking about things that will help educators 
make the most out of their day. These videos serve as 
motivation to others to be better and help change the 
narrative of the public school system.
 On his visit to Sikeston, Dr. Joe Sanfelippo 
talked about showing people who are not involved 
with school system what is going on inside. He 
spoke about the importance of building connections 
between our school and our community, how to use 
social media to open doors, and how to be the teacher 
that students will tell their kids about. The Sikeston 
teachers and staff were very glad to have him come 
and speak. To hear what Dr. Joe Sanfelippo had to say 
to the teachers and staff of Sikeston R-6, scan the QR 
code on the bottom right corner of this page. 

Scan QR code to hear Joe Sanfelippo 
talk to Sikeston teachers.

Sanfelippo inspires educators
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Bootheel Heroes

Photo courtesy of Standard Democrat
The Sikeston Jaycees present a check to the Better Schools for Better Communities program.

 From the Bootheel Rodeo to the annual 
Crawfish Boil, the Sikeston Junior Chamber of 
Commerce, also known as the Sikeston Jaycees, has 
been dedicated to serving and improving the town 
of Sikeston since 1934. As a local organization, 
the Jaycees spend each year volunteering to help 
improve our city of Sikeston. 
 The Jaycees average a total of $130,000 a 
year in donations that are presented to local charities, 
along with community projects and nonprofits. 
They dedicate many hours towards supporting and 
growing our area. The organization focuses on 
putting their community before themselves. 
 Throughout our area, many organizations 
are positively affected by the donations that the 
Sikeston Jaycees collect. These organizations 
include: Kenny Rogers Children’s Center, Sikeston 
Bulldog Pantry, Three Rivers College, Sikeston 
House of Refuge, Missouri Delta Medical Center, 
and the YMCA of Southeast Missouri. 
 The Sikeston Jaycees’ biggest focus 
throughout the year is the Sikeston Jaycee Bootheel 
Rodeo. The Rodeo attracts spectators of all different 
ages from all across the country. The attraction of 
visitors causes an economic boom for hotels and 
restaurants in our area as people enjoy the affordable 
entertainment the Rodeo presents to them. 

 Recently, the Sikeston Jaycees voted to 
endorse the upcoming bond request of Sikeston 
R-6’s schools. The Jaycees contributed $5,000 
towards the Better Schools for Better Communities 
program. 
 Better Schools for Better Communities is 
aiming towards improving schools throughout our 
community to better suit students and faculty. The 
Sikeston Jaycees are ecstatic to be supporting Better 
School for Better Communities and their upcoming 
projects.  
 Along with donating to the Better Schools 
for Better Communities program, the Sikeston 
Jaycees presented $8,000 towards the Sikeston 
Public Schools Foundation. This generous donation 
went towards purchasing an additional zSpace 
Computer and two years of supporting software 
for the Sikeston High School Library. With this 
innovative technology, students at Sikeston High 
School are given the opportunity to expand their 
learning to a whole new level.  
 The Sikeston Jaycees actively enhance 
our community of Sikeston everyday through their 
support and efforts. Overall, our area has become a 
better place for citizens due to the Jaycees and their 
organization. They want to thank everyone who 
supports the Sikeston Jaycees.  

Lilly Beth Sutton
Reporter
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Practicing Brinksmanship

“I think we should be 
tough against them; 
we shouldn’t just let 

them bomb us without 
any consequences.”

-Isaac Griggs ‘22

“I feel that there 
won’t be a war. There 
potentially might be 

some arguing between 
us, but Iran isn’t 

capable of going to 
war with us.”

-Corbin Bone ‘22

“We bombed them, 
they bombed back; at 
the end of the day I 
hope we don’t go to 
war and that we talk 
it out like civilized 

human beings.”

-Stephon Jones ‘22

“I think America is 
going to do what’s 
necessary to keep 
a safe environent 
for our troops and 

citizens.”

-Joe Miles ‘21

“I don’t like war. 
There’s enough 

people in the military 
right now so I don’t 
think there will be 
a draft. This seems 
like it would be just 

another pointless 
war.”

-Jade Davis ‘20

“I’m glad that a war 
hasn’t yet started. 
That’d be another 

section in our Military 
History class we 

would have to learn 
about.”

-Connor Clark ‘20

 Not even a week into the new decade, 
countries across the world were on the brink 
of a new world war. On January 3, the United 
States killed the top military commander of 
Iran, Qasem Soleimani, in a coordinated drone 
strike. This drone strike was carried out by 
President Donald Trump without any advisory 
from the Senate or House of Representatives. 
Soleimani was responsible for killing hundreds 
of American soldiers in the Middle East. After 
the realization of their general’s death, the 
Iranian government swore “severe revenge” on 
the United States. 
 American citizens are heavily divided 
over the issue. Many people believed that 
President Trump made the correct call by 
ordering the drone strike, regardless of how he 

carried it out. Others feel that Trump ordering the 
drone strike was reckless and that it could have 
very easily lead to World War III. Regardless of 
your opinion on the decision, there are definitely 
consequences to this action.  
 In response to the strike, Iran 
immediately withdrew from a 2015 nuclear 
accord. A few days later, Iran also ordered 
missile strikes on bases in Iraq occupied by US 
and Iraqi forces. The strikes injured many for 
both the U.S. and Iraq, but Iraqi troops were the 
only ones killed. At the same time, a Ukrainian 
civilian plane had crashed in Iran, only for it to 
later be discovered that had been shot down by 
none other than Iran. They later claimed that they 
shot down the plane by mistake, thinking that 
it was a military jet. All 176 plane passengers 

were killed. Since this, though, everything has 
been fairly uneventful, with the U.S.-Iranian 
conflict seemingly dying down. 
 Personally, I feel that if no extreme 
conflict comes from the drone strike killing of 
Soleimani, then this would be a huge win for U.S. 
foreign policy under the Trump administration. 
However, on the other hand, if this conflict 
leads to a war between the U.S. and Iran or, 
even worse, another world war, then this would 
be a huge catastrophe and would be a stain on 
President Trump’s term. Overall, I believe that 
killing Soleimani was the right call. According 
to many high-ranking U.S. officials, Soleimani 
was responsible for more death and instability in 
the Middle East than any other person in power, 
and that sort of evil simply can’t be tolerated.

Ethan Presley
Opinion Editor

What are your thoughts on the Iran situation?

Photo Courtesy of NBC
Protesters in Iran outrage over the killing of their leader.

Photo Courtesy of BBC
Tensions rise between the United States and Iran.
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Shelby Hodgkiss
Co-Editor in Chief

John Myres
Distribution Manager

Perfection runs in the family

    Photo Courtesy of Kirah Anthony
Tylen Brown ‘20 and KD Franklin ‘21 are going straight to State.

 On February 12, several culinary 
students will head to Districts to compete in a 
variety of competitions. Different categories to 
compete in are: Restaurant services, Commercial 
Baking, Culinary, and Job Skills. This year, 
Districts will be held in two different locations. 
The competition for Commercial Baking will be 
held in Sikeston while the Restaurant Service 
competition will take place in New Madrid. 
 Some Students who are competing 
are Tomero McClenton ‘21, KD Franklin ‘21, 
Tylen Brown ‘20, Sabrina Williams ‘20, Kylee 
Kennedy ‘20, and Anna Poyner ‘20. All together, 
one student is competing in Culinary arts, three 
students are in commercial baking, two students 
in restaurant service, and one student in Job 
Skill Demo A.  
 This year, State competitions are held 
in multiple locations. While the majority are 
held at Linn State Technical College in Jeff City, 
other competitions will be in Columbia, MO. 
 “I have a good group of kids that are 
competing this year in SkillsUSA. There have 
been some changes to our competitions this 
year, which have remained the same for a really 

long time, so we are working hard to learn 
the new recipes and regulations. I also have a 
student competing in a Job Skill Demo which 
is a competition that no one from my class has 
ever competed in, so we are both pretty excited 
about this competition. I am really excited for 
my students to have the opportunity to compete. 
They gain so much from this experience and have 
to work really hard to prepare for competition. I 
am looking forward to seeing how well they do 

when they compete and how much they learn 
along the way,” Culinary Arts teacher Heather 
Hoeflinger said. 
 Tylen Brown ‘20 is able to go straight 
to State which is April 2-4. Brown will be 
competing in Job Skills. KD Franklin will also 
be going straight to State like Tylen, only she 
will be competing in the Culinary Arts category. 
 The Culinary Arts participants look 
forward to their upcoming events

Photo Courtesy of The Standard Democrat
Raghad Alklani achieved a perfect score on the ACT

 A perfect ACT score is a goal 
that many students nationwide dream of 
achieving. In the case of Raghad Alkilani, 
however, this dream has just become a reality. 
 Yes, you read that correctly, 
a sophomore has just achieved the 
highest score possible on the ACT. To 
put that into perspective, only 0.195% 
of all test takers achieve the tremendous 
feat. That is nearly 1 in 500 people.
 Perfect scores are nothing new for 
the Alkilani family, however, as Raghad’s 
older brother Fadel also received a score of 
36 in his senior year of high school. Fadel 
currently attends Washington University 
in Saint Louis, Missouri. The university is 
very selective and only allows extremely 
high performing students to attend. As 
a matter of fact, Raghad’s other sibling, 
Layan, has also recently been accepted to 
the school and plans to attend. As of now, 
it is unknown where Raghad would like to 
attend university, but with a perfect ACT 

score, she has a wide array of options.
 “The ACT was mainly prior 
knowledge, but it did also require a lot 
of studying. I usually studied for it by 
taking practice tests,” Raghad said when 
asked how she prepared for the exam. 
 It is very clear that Raghad has 
a bright future ahead of her in whichever 
field she decides to study, and with two 
years still left in her high school experience, 
We can be sure to expect great things from 
her for many years to come. She has plans to 
take the SAT next year with the hopes of yet 
another perfect score. 
 For those who are unaware, the 
SAT is a standardized test similar to that 
of the ACT which tests college aptitude 
and is used by numerous universities in 
the admissions process. Regardless of how 
the SAT fares for Raghad, a perfect ACT is 
something to celebrate.

Culinary Competition
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Grace Blanton
Managing & Design Editor

Mia Arndt
Reporter

Dancing Queens

    Photo Courtesy of  Meghan Bivens
Junior High and High School Cheerleaders pose for a picture after practicing to make a perfect routine.

 For the Homecoming Assembly 
and the Homecoming game, the Junior High 
Cheerleaders and High School Cheerleaders 
are coming together to perform a routine to 
showcase all of the talent that the cheer program 
holds. Both the Junior High Cheerleaders and 
the High School Cheerleaders placed first at 
their respective competitions. The younger 
girls placed first at the Missouri Cheer Coaches 
Association Regionals competition, and the 

high school girls are State Champions. 
 With all this talent, the coaches knew 
they needed to create a routine that showed the 
town what the girls are capable of. The coaches 
decided to combine the forces of the two squads 
and create one massive squad of fifty-one girls. 
The routine will consist of all the cheerleaders 
stunting together, a pyramid utilizing all the 
cheerleaders, running tumbling, standing 
tumbling, a junior high spotlight, a senior high 

spotlight, and finally a dance all together. This 
is a perfect opportunity to show the school the 
current skill level of the Sikeston Public Schools 
cheer program. 
 One of the high school coaches, 
Meghan Bivens, gave her opinion on what she 
is most excited about for combining squads with 
this much ability. 
 “I am most excited about seeing the 
crowd’s reaction to the performance. They are 
always so supportive of our program, and I can 
not wait for their cheers,” Bivens said.
 This school year is an exciting time 
for the SPS cheer program. Not only is it a 
way for the cheer program to showcase to the 
community the enormous amount of talent 
they hold, but also to show the junior high 
cheerleaders what is to come when they enter 
high school cheerleading. This routine is also 
a great opportunity for the upperclassmen to 
practice and improve their leadership skills. 
This is the first time the cheer program has done 
a routine combining squads, and it should excite 
you for success in the years to come. 

Photo by Mia Arndt
Homecoming queen candidates (Not pictured: Taydrianna Barnett).

 On Friday, January 24, 
the Sikeston Bulldogs will play the 
Kennett Indians in the Field House. 
The varsity and junior varsity teams 
will fight to bring home the win 
before the homecoming dance to 
follow. After the game on Friday, all 
students are encouraged to attend the 
dance which will begin at 9:00 P.M. 
and take place in the cafeteria. 
 For this year’s winter 
homecoming, there are five girls that 
have been nominated for homecoming 
queen: Hannah Fodge, Taydrianna 
Barnett, Mallory Green, Reagan 
Collins, and Lakyn Kaminsky. The 
homecoming queen will be voted on 
by the student body. The queen will 
be announced in between the JV and 
varsity games and will be crowned 
that night at the dance. 
 In addition to the game and 
the dance, there will be an assembly 

during school that day. The assembly 
will include the introduction of 
the candidates, a routine by the 
cheerleaders, and the continuation of 
the Mr. SHS competition.
 When asked about their 
favorite parts of homecoming, two 
of the homecoming queen candidates 
shared their opinion.
 “I love homecoming because 
I love getting cute for the dance, and 
the pep rally is fun because we get to 
interact with our fellow classmates. 
I will miss the Bulldog Nation after 
graduation,” Green said.
 “This homecoming has 
been exciting because, after being 
nominated for homecoming queen, 
my friends made silly posts about me 
on their stories and I thought it was 
sweet,” Fodge said.
 You will not want to miss 
out on the 2020 winter homecoming.

Combining cheer forces
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Tyler Gilmer
Reporter

Australia’s fires and their global impact

 If you have been keeping up 
with the news at all recently, you 
have seen that Australia is dealing 
with a big problem: it’s on fire. 
These massive flames have already 
had a large impact, and relief efforts 
are being sent in to minimize future 
effects.
 Fires across the Australian 
country are not uncommon, as hot 
and dry climates during the summer 
bring what is called a “fire season.” 
This year, though, temperatures are 
abnormally high and rain amounts 
are low. These unusual conditions 
paired with people illegally starting 
fires have escalated the spread of 
these flames.
 The effects are large and 
numerous. The amount of land 
burned so far is equal to about 18 
million football fields. New South 
Wales has been hit the hardest, 
housing about 12 million of these 
acres.
 The many animals housing 
Australia have been affected the 
most by these fires. Half a billion 
animals are estimated to be affected, 
with millions killed. A third of the 
Koala population has been wiped 
out, along with a third of their 
habitat. The concern for Koalas 
isn’t as high as some other species, 
though, since habitats outside of 
Australia host these animals. Some 
species of birds and frogs with 
unique habitats to Australia could 
be completely extinct if the flames 
hit where they live.
 The greatest concern that 

these fires are bringing are towards 
the human race. Around 30 people 
have already been killed, and many 
have had their homes burnt to the 
ground.
 To help combat these flames, 
over 2,700 firemen have been 
working tirelessly day and night to 
either calm the flames or completely 
extinguish them. Over 100 of these 
firemen are from the US, sent over to 
aid after Australia sent its fair share 
of workers to California in 2018. 
This exchange of fire resources 
comes from an agreement between 
the US Department of the Interior 
and Emergency Management 
Australia.
 Last weekend, Australians 
thought they might finally get a 
break from all the fires, and they 
did, but what came gave the country 
an entirely different problem to 
worry about. Large balls of hail and 
high winds ravaged through parts of 
Australia, namely Melbourne and 
Canberra. The hail ripped through 
many’s windshield and windows. 
The high winds caused a dust storm 
that clouded the sky in North South 
Wales. 
 The NASA Earth 
Observatory stated that the massive 
flames are the cause of the recent 
rain and hailstorms. 
 “These ‘fire clouds’-- are 
caused when fires loft enough heat 
and moisture into the atmosphere 
to produce thunderstorms,” said the 
NASA Earth Observatory.
 The process starts when 

the flames emit smoke plume that 
rises into the air. The plume cools 
and creates a cloud. The cloud then 
becomes like any other and creates 
a downbursts of storms, wind, and 
lightning. The lightning could cause 
even more fires, creating a vicious 
and destructive cycle.
 Mike Fromm, a US Naval 
Research Laboratory meteorologist, 
spoke on the fire-caused clouds.
 “They are a combination of a 
regular thunderstorm that everybody 
is very, very familiar with, but with 
the explosive heat source from the 
fire which actually makes them very 
peculiar,” said Fromm.
  These storm clouds caused 
by the fires are called pyrCbs 
(pyrocumulonimbus) events, and 
are responsible for the movement 
of the smoke from the flames. The 
smoke has made an entire circle 
around the globe, now back to 
where they originated in Australia. 
It’s also officially entered the 
stratosphere, the second layer of 
our atmosphere, which has caused 
Australian  and New Zealand to 
experience dangerous air quality 
levels. If the fires and storms get 
worse, atmosphere conditions could 
worsen and affect countries across 
the globe.
 With the Australian fire 
season not likely to end until the end 
of February, only time will tell what 
caliber of the impact the country’s 
problems will have on it and the rest 
of the world. 

 Firefighters work tirelessly to maintain or 
extinguish the flames in Australia. About 2,700 firemen 
make up these workers, over 100 of them sent from the US. 
Many say this is a nice payback from when 140 Australian 
firefighters were sent to help aid the Californian fires in 
2018. The US Department of the Interior and Emergency 
Management Australia have an agreement that supports 
these exchanges of fire resources. Without each other’s 
help, both countries would be in much worse states.

 A major concern that the fires have brought are 
regarding the many species that are hosted throughout 
Australia. Estimates of animals affected equal about half 
a billion, with millions probably dead. As pictured above, 
koalas have been hit hard by the flames. A third of their 
environment in New South Wales has been destroyed, 
killing a third of the koalas with it. Other species with 
habitats unique to Australia could become completely 
extinct, namely different types of birds and frogs.

 Thunderstorms and rain were finally forecasted for parts of Australia last weekend, which seems great, at 
first. The storm ended up bringing large balls of hail and strong winds which caused dust storms. Although the storm 
could greatly maintain and even extinguish some flames, the problem is the storms have the potential to carry ash 
into major waterways. This could cause millions of people’s water supply to be contaminated. To prevent this from 
happening, New South Wales put in silt curtains and boom devices to keep this ash and other materials from entering 
its waters. These efforts should contain the ash for now, but many are concerned that future heavy rains will bring so 
much ash towards waterways that it will be impossible to contain all of it. Nevertheless, firefighters are thankful for 
the storm helping to calm the flames, and now they’re just waiting for the storm to calm and temperatures to drop.

Photos courtesy of Google Images
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• Jan. 24 - JV/V 

Boys Basketball vs. 

Kennett at 6 P.M.

• Jan. 24 - 

Homecoming Dance 

at 9 P.M.

• Jan. 30 - JV/V Girls 

Basketball vs. Dexter 

at 6 P.M.

• Jan. 31 - V Wrestling 

@ De Soto 

Tournament at 1 

P.M.

• Feb. 7 - JV/V Boys 

Basketball vs. Poplar 

Bluff at 6 P.M.

• Feb. 8 - ACT 

Isabelle McGill
Co-Editor in Chief

College Adviser
Update

4-year college-bound:
Review your award letter
Complete entrance loan 

counseling if taking out student 
loans

Pay housing deposits (ask if they 
take the free waiver)

Pay enrollment deposit
Schedule your orientation date

Register for classes
Set up your student portal 

accounts and emails
Sent off health records and 

immunization records
Know how to read a course 

catalog
Know what questions to ask an 

academic adviser (Ms. Pulley can 
help you)

Let the Adviser know of final 
college plans

2-year college-bound: 
Take the Accuplacer 

Develop transfer plans
Schedule your orientation date

Register for classes
Set up your student portal 

accounts and emails
Sent off health records and 

immunization records
Know how to read a course 

catalog
Know what questions to ask an 
academic adviser (Ms. Pulley 

can help you)
Let the Adviser know of final 

college plans

 Important Information for Seniors:
1. The Missouri Priority deadline for the FAFSA is February 1st 
2. Registration Deadline for the April ACT test is February 28

3. If you’re planning to attend Sikeston SEMO or Sikeston TRCC, 
we’re touring both campuses on February 21. We will tour Mizzou on 

March 31.  (Pick up a permission slip from Ms. Pulley)
4. Schedule your orientation date to the college of your choice. 

5. Check “Class of 2020 Counselor Group” google classroom for 
scholarships.

6. Check your emails DAILY! 

Military bound:
Take the ASVAB

Pass the physical fitness exam

Take the oath of enlistment

Receive a ship out date for Basic 
Training

Job & career bound:
Get connected to a job training 

program 
Get connected to a temporary 

agency 
Get connected to the Missouri 

Jobs Center
Complete resume and cover 

letter
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Grant Stoner
Reporter

Taking sports to the extreme

Photo courtesy of  Google Images
Man performs extreme kayaking.

 Mountain biking, river surfing, extreme ironing, waterfall kayaking, 
and hang-gliding among other extreme sports that put participants at risk 
of injury or even death, are growing in popularity. Most people think that 
the only reason people do these extreme activities is for an adrenaline rush. 
Many participants feel they participate for fear; they believe that fear is a 
healthy experience. 
 Extreme sports started in the 1950s with the author and sportsman 
Ernest Hemingway. 
 “There are only three sports: bullfighting, motor racing, and 
mountaineering; all the rest are merely games,” Hemingway said. 
 Base jumping is an example of an “extreme sport” because it 
involves a high degree of risk, while swimming is classified as “non-extreme” 
because the risks involved are minimal. 
 To some, fear can be a healthy experience. Participants use fear as 
a way of training their body. They stay calm and keep their bodies under 
control.  It’s like a way of training.
 Others view these extreme sports as an act of stupidity. They ask 
themselves what the point is in putting not only their bodies in harms way, 
but their lives. 
 One of the most bizarre extreme sports is extreme ironing. Extreme 
ironing is where people take ironing boards to remote locations and iron 
items of clothing. It is the latest danger sport that combines the thrills of an 
extreme outdoor sport with the satisfaction of a well-pressed shirt. 
 Many debate whether or not it’s a sport. This sport has created a sort 
of “cult-like” following. They take their activities to places as inhospitable as 
Antarctica. 
 With the addition of what seems to be more and more extreme 
sports each year, this genre of sports seems not to be slowing down anytime 
soon. While many will continue to judge those that participate in these life 
threatening sports, there will be just as many that will compete in them. 
 Photo courtesy of  Google Images

Man floats on the bottom of the ocean as he performs extreme ironing.
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Hayden Alcorn
Reporter

Bouncing back

Photo Courtesy of Google Images
Taydrianna Barnett ‘20 drives the ball up the court. 

 After a rough 1-5 start to the 
season, the Sikeston girls’ basketball team 
has won four of their last six games. These 
wins include wins over Timberland and St. 
Dominic to win the St. Dominic Christmas 
Tournament’s Consolation title, a rout of 
Charleston winning 83-30, and a hard-fought 
win over New Madrid. Their two losses came 
in an overtime loss to Saxony Lutheran and 
a rough loss to a stellar Notre Dame team.      
 The team has been led by 
Taydrianna Barnett ‘20 and Karris 
Allen ‘22. The two have led Sikeston 
in scoring in this past stretch. They, 
along with other young key contributors 
have given the team it’s recent success. 
 Head Coach Wills contributes the 
found success to players embracing their 
roles and finding their footing on the team.
 “I think the switch has come from 
differences we have made in practices and 
everyone figuring out their roles on the 
team. When you have such a wide range of 

basketball abilities on the team, it takes a 
few games under your belt before everyone 
knows and embraces their roles. This team 
is not like teams before them” Wills said.
 The team is starting to turn their 
season around and is starting to show off 
much of its young core with most of the 
team being underclassmen.  
 “The biggest difference from last 
year is our lack of upper-class men. We are 
very young in that we start 3 sophomores, 
1 junior, and 1 senior. We don’t have a 
definite vocal leader among the team. There 
are a few people who are capable, but 
have not fully embraced the role yet. This 
team’s biggest strength is their athleticism. 
We have quickness and some players with 
natural basketball ability,” said Wills.
 The girls’ next home games include 
an upcoming game on January 25 against 
Ste. Genevieve and a game against Dexter 
on January 30. The girls would love for 
everyone to come out and support. 

On the mats
Spencer Clay

Reporter

  In the world of winter sports, the 2019-2020 season is over 
half way done. Both winter sports at Sikeston, wrestling and basketball, 
are trying to work out their mid season issues before heading into their 
final weeks. Coaches and players alike are working together to try 
to solve individual problems so that players can perfect their craft. 
Wrestling is really trying to figure this out, since during matches the 
wrestlers individually taking on opponents to score for their team.
  “During every wrestler’s match, the coaches sit and try to 
guide the wrestlers. This helps the coaches figure out what the wrestler 
needs to improve on.” Devyn Tinsley ‘21 said. This guidance helps 
the players to see their weakness pointed out in a match, and allows 
a wrestler to try to fix it in match. If the wrestler cannot work out 
their problems on their own, the coaches are able to fix it in practice.
 “We are a young team, but we have great leadership from our 
juniors (Eddie Foster, Tinsley, and Cannon Gaddis) and our lone senior 
(Cherei Jones),” Coach Michael said. Because of this young lineup, juniors 
have had to step up and be leaders. On top of being young, the lineup is 
also not filled out. There are open spots where there is no competition. 
That means that each wrestler has to win every match to secure a team win.
 “Our smaller team has bought into the fact that we have to be 
more aggressive and competitive than other teams. We like to take the 
action to our opponents to take them into deep water, otherwise known 
as a place where they are not comfortable,” Michael said. Sikeston 
wrestling is full of fighting spirit and works hard every day to improve. 
 “We are constantly in the wrestling room after school, and 
we are always mentally in there as well. As a wrestler, you have 
to be prepared to commit all of your time and effort to your craft,” 
Tinsley said. The wrestling team has an  upcoming conference meet in 
Jackson. Go out and support your team on January the 24 and the 25.

Photo Courtesy of Sikeston Wrestling Twitter
The girl’s wrestling team poses after a meet.



Spencer Clay
Reporter

 Sikeston has been a very competitive 
school in sports for a very long time. Since its 
conception, it has been one of the top schools 
in sports in Southeast Missouri. One particular 
sport has stood out in the past few years, 
building an impressive resume over the span 
of a decade. Of course, if you asked anyone in 
Sikeston what this sport is, they would all give 
the same answer: basketball. 
 The Sikeston basketball team has high 
standards to live up to since their undefeated 2011 
year when they won the state championship. 
Many impressive players have come to the 
school since, trying to get tutelage under Head 
Coach Gregg Holifield. These names include 
now college athletes, such as Fred Thatch Jr. 
and Kevin Jones. Sikeston basketball is truly 
reputable, and is a competitive and fearsome 
opponent for other schools. 
 However, with every great program, 
there are doubts about the legitimacy of the 
team. Many people believe after every year that 
Sikeston will finally not fill the legacy that its 
predecessors left behind. Luckily for Sikeston 
students and fans alike, these doubts never turn 
out to be reality. Even though many starters from 
the 2018-2019 season graduated, new seniors 
have stepped up to fill those starting spots. Clark 
Steward, Payton Howard, and Nick Harrison are 
included in this list. 
     “We have a lot of team chemistry this 
year. We all play well together and build off of 
our strengths and weaknesses,” Gage Rolwing 
‘20 said. The team is playing with an above .500 
record and has beaten the highly ranked class 
3 Charleston Bluejays twice. Sikeston has only 
racked up four losses, all to state ranked teams. 
The team has a few minor kinks to work out, but 
they are almost performing at the top of their 
game.
    “We just get into the gym and work to 
improve. Lots of reps and mental conditioning 
gets us where we need to be,” Rolwing said. The 
team knows the formula to winning and is under 
the coaches who know a thing or two about 
success. On top of the coaches having a very 

Midseason form

Photo Courtesy of Sikeston Basketball
The varsity basketball team poses for a team photo.

 Although Missouri has never been a 
powerhouse college basketball state, it has rarely 
been as weak as it is now. I can guarantee you that 
there is no shortage of talent in the St. Louis area. 
The problem is that coaches are failing to keep local 
recruits at local colleges. 
 A prime example of this is CBC Senior, 
Caleb Love. Love is a 6’3 180 pound point guard 
who recently committed to the University of North 
Carolina. Love is ranked as the number 18 prospect 
in the nation for the senior class, and he is just one 
of the many local recruits who has decided to leave 
Missouri. 
 Of Missouri’s 8 recruits that have been 
awarded a three star or better recruiting ranking 
from ESPN, none of them are attending a college 
in Missouri. This is largely due to the failure of 
coaches to get out and recruit locally. 
 During the 2018-2019 season, the Tigers 
fell below .500 and are currently on a bad losing 
skid. The Tigers have lost 4 of their last 5, all of 
which have been to fellow SEC opponents. The 
Tigers also took an embarrassing loss at the hands 
of Charleston Southern. Although it is still early 
in Cuonzo Martin’s coaching time at Mizzou, 
basketball team needs to turn around quickly.
 By far the worst performance of the season 
has been SEMO under the leadership of Rick Ray. 
Their record overall is 4-15, and they have lost each 
of their last 6 games. It is safe to say that SEMO 
basketball is in desperate need of a cultural and 
coaching change. 
 One of the sole bright spots for the state 
has been Saint Louis University. The Billikens are 
coming off an excellent season that ended with an 
NCAA Tournament birth. This season, the team 
currently stands at 14-4. They are coming off of 
an overtime loss to the seventh ranked team in the 
nation, Dayton. Travis Ford has done an excellent 
job in his time at SLU, and I expect more of the 
same success from his teams in the future.
 With Missouri college basketball on a 
downward trend, there is a desperate need for some 
cultural changes in programs around the state. In 
my opinion it all starts with one thing: keep local 
talent local.

Clark’s 
Clubhouse

Clark Steward
Sports Editor

January 24, 2020                                          Sports                                                                 11

good record, the Sikeston fans also pump up 
the team.
   “The crowd really gets worked up over 
the games. It inspires me to do more and be 
aggressive,” Rowling said. The crowd will 
get a great game on Friday, when we have the 
homecoming game against the 12-05 Kennett 
Indians. The game will be tough, but we have 
home court advantage and the sprawling sea 
of red, otherwise known as the Sikeston fan 
base. 
    The seniors are important to the 
team, but so are the juniors. Some juniors 
have stood out this year and have even gotten 
starts. Lontas McClinton and Leroy Atkins 
have seen the court as starters, and are key 
players in many of our games. Other juniors 
to look out for include Heath McCain and 
Tylan Pobst.
 “Lontas and Leroy have become 
players that we depend upon each game,” 
Rolwing said. The team truly works hard day 
in and day out.  

Photo Courtesy of Daniel Byrd
Head Coach Gregg Holifield looks up at the scoreboard.
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Winter Athletics

Photo Courtesy of Daniel Byrd
Kenyon Smith ‘20 guards a Charleston player.

Photo Courtesy of Daniel Byrd
Kharis Allen ‘21 drives toward the basket.

Photo Courtesy of Daniel Byrd
Taydrianna Barnett ‘20 dribbles the ball up the court.

Photo Courtesy of Daniel Byrd
Leroy Atkins ‘21 goes up for a layup.

Photo Courtesy of Sikeston Wrestling
Sikeston girl wrestlers pose for a picture.


