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Deserved Recognition

Photos Courtesy of Standard Democrat and KFVS12
Brent Trankler is awarded the $100,000 check.

Ethan Presley
Opinion Editor

 On Thursday, October 24, a Sikeston 
High School Staff member was given an 
amazing award, that teacher was welding 
instructor Brent Trankler. The award received 
was the Harbor Freight Tools for Schools Prize 
for Teaching Excellence. 
 “I continuously look for funding and 
invest my personal time when applying for 
resources in order to keep my equipment on 
course with industrial standards and cutting 
edge. I have applied for the Harbor Freight 
Tools for Schools award for three years and 
easily have over 100 hours in it,” Trankler said.
	 Trankler	 was	 one	 of	 the	 three	 first	
place winners in the United States, and was the 
only winner within the state of Missouri. The 
total award amount was $100,000; $70,000 of 
this amount will go to his welding program 

while the other $30,000 goes to him personally. 
 “Getting a grant of this size opens 
a lot of doors! Currently, when making bend 
test specimens, we often get a choke point 
with our current sawing system. I would like 
to implement a programmable saw to help 
streamline this process. I am also looking at 
robotics, CNC machinery, advanced Pulse 
Welding equipment, software for Advanced 
Welding	Qualification	Test	 Record	 processes,	
and expanding our hand tool inventory. I will 
be contacting my advisory committee members 
and area industrial leaders to ensure that this 
generous award is spent in the right areas. 
This grant will forever positively impact this 
program, school district, community, and 
industries that rely on my welding technology 
graduates,” Trankler said. 

 Teachers across the school district 
agree that the award couldn’t have gone to 
a better person. Trankler is a passionate, 
knowledgeable instructor that genuinely cares 
about those that he educates.
 “Student success is what drives me. 
The simplest thing I do makes the biggest 
difference in my classroom: taking an honest 
interest in each of my students’ lives. I can 
honestly say that their success means more to 
me than my own. My students have positively 
impacted me as much as I have affected them.” 
Trankler said. 
 The Bulldog Barker staff would like 
to congratulate Trankler, as well as the many 
students involved with the Sikeston Career and 
Technology Center Welding program on this 
amazing accomplishment.
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Putting service first

Photo by Kiwanis International
The Kiwanis logo.

 Kiwanis International is a service club that 
is known throughout the world. The organization 
makes its mission serving children in need on a 
local level through various outreach projects and 
events. Fortunately for our community, Sikeston is 
host to its own Kiwanis Club that is over 80 years 
old, and high school students can get involved in 
the organization as well. The Key Club at Sikeston 
High School is the perfect club for students who are 
interested in giving back to their community. 
 Kiwanis helps various groups, projects, 
and youth organizations throughout the community, 
in addition to providing scholarships. The Kiwanis 
motto, “helping children, one child at a time”, 
exemplifies	 how	 focusing	 on	 children	 at	 the	 local	
level makes a positive impact. 
 While many people know the presence of 
Kiwanis in the community, some are not aware of 
all Kiwanis does. Mr. Justice is active with Kiwanis 
and is the Key Club sponsor at Sikeston High 
School. 
 “Kiwanis helps with the Flag project in 
town. We have our Kiwanis Fish Fry every October, 
and	Pancake	Day	in	March.	We	also	cook	fish	for	
the	Kenny	Rogers	telethon	and	the	Methodist	Men’s	
Fish	 Fry.	 We	 cook	 fish	 for	 the	 Jaycees	 sponsors	
during radio. We also provide support to various 
youth groups in town,” Mr. Justice said. 
 One notable event put on by Sikeston 

Kiwanis is the Flag Service Project. On patriotic 
holidays such as Memorial Day and Veterans Day, 
the	Kiwanis	Club	places	flags	in	yards	of	Sikeston	
residents to boost patriotism. The funds raised are 
funneled back into the community. The money is 
used for scholarships for Sikeston graduates, the 
Bulldog Pantry, and other community organizations.
 When students want to get involved in 
serving their community, they can join Key Club. 
This organization is present in 29 countries and has 
over 250,000 members. The Key Club at Sikeston 
helps the Kiwanis with their local events, such 
as	 fish	 fries	 and	 pancake	 day.	 The	 students	 who	
participate	in	the	club	see	firsthand	the	importance	
of giving back to their own community. 
 Lauren Hornback, President of Sikeston 
High School Key Club, feels like the club has 
encouraged her to put more effort into all of her 
activities beyond Key Club. She feels like more of a 
leader through participating in the service projects. 
 “The best part about Key Club is the 
projects we do within the community. We work 
a lot with the VFW and the Kiwanis and they are 
very appreciative when we do even the smallest of 
projects for them. It just gives everybody a great 
feeling,” Hornback ‘20 said.
 Kiwanis International and Key Club 
perform service that elevates Sikeston. All students 
are highly encouraged to join Key Club. 

Isabelle McGill
Co-Editor in Chief
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The New Kanye West

Mia Arndt 
‘21

“I think it’s pretty 
cool to see him take 

such a surprising step 
in 2019.”

Josiah Degen 
‘20

“So far I think it’s a 
pretty good album 

although I am going 
to miss the old Kanye 

West.”

Morgan McCauley 
‘23

“I think it’s very trash 
and disappointing. We 
miss the old Kanye.”

Noah Mason 
‘21

“I think his newest 
album is a good 
representation of 

how strong faith can 
impact someone’s 

life.”

Leilani Smith 
‘22

“I think the new 
album is cool because 
it shows another side 
of Kanye and artistry 

as a whole.”

Keriah	Warfield	
‘23

“The New Kanye is 
lame, I am not a fan.”

 Kanye Omari West is just as talented 
as he is controversial. Since he released his 
first	 album	 in	 2004,	The College Dropout, he 
has shifted his artistic prowess in nine different 
solo albums. Throughout the years, Kanye West 
has	 accumulated	 21	 GRAMMY	 awards	 and	
has become a household name throughout the 
world.
 After announcing his support for 
President Trump in late 2017, Kanye West faced 
backlash that would help push him towards a 
new artistic direction altogether. West since has 
started a moving church known as the Sunday 
Service Choir.
 The Sunday Service Choir has traveled 
all across the globe performing original gospel 
music composed by Mr. West himself. The 
Sunday Service performances quickly gained 
traction and were received with praise by 
many Christians and Kanye fans. Soon after 

the Sunday Service Choir started, Kanye West 
returned to twitter after a year long hiatus to 
announce his ninth studio album titled JESUS 
IS KING.
 This album has brought us a brand 
new version of Kanye West. Although Kanye 
has made religious songs in the past, JESUS IS 
KING	 is	 his	 first	 all-gospel	 album.	 Seeing	 as	
how Kanye West has gotten famous from his 
memorable melodies and his excellent use of 
samples, I decided to see how students at SHS 
felt about this new iteration of Kanye West’s 
music.
 Overall I feel that the ‘New Kanye’ is 
inspiring and breaks barriers for the norms of 
popular artists in 2019. Kanye has since stated 
that he will only be producing gospel music 
from now on. Although this is surprising, it is 
not something that I am against. Who doesn’t 
like some new Kanye songs here and there?

Charlie Cox
Reporter

Photo Courtesy of Google Images
Kanye West listens to his new album with fans in Chicago

Photo Coutesy of Google Images
Kanye West perfoming at Coachella, 2019.

Photo Courtesy of Google Images
50,000+ people watch Kanye West and the Sunday Service Choir perform at Coachella, 2019.
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Grace Blanton
Managing & Design Editor

Reaching for another state title

  Last Sunday, October 27,  the 
Sikeston varsity cheerleading squad competed 
in the Missouri Cheer Coaches Association 
Regional	 Competition.	 The	 competition	 was	
held at St. Francis Borgia High School located 
in Washington, Mo. The cheerleaders put 
in an extensive amount of time and effort in 
order to prepare for the competition, and they 
will continue to put the same effort, if not 
more, to prepare for the State Cheerleading 
competition. 
	 Lakyn	 Kaminsky,	 Co-Head	
Cheerleader	 of	 the	 2019-2020	 school	 year	
gave her thoughts on the preparation of the 
Regional	Competition.
 “I believe that we prepared more for 
this past competition than ever before. The 
girls on the mat, as well as the alternates, 
have dedication like no other. We all share a 
common love for cheerleading, and that shows 
with our potential and skill. We have a very 
talented squad this year, and I cannot wait 
for State with this team. We are capable of so 
much! I am so lucky to lead a team with this 
much passion for the sport,” Kaminsky said. 
 The cheerleading team showcased 
their	routine	to	the	public	for	the	first	time	on	
Wednesday, October 23, at Wing Elementary. 
The showcase was an opportunity for the 

squad to show their peers what they had been 
working on for the past several months. The 
cheerleaders have been preparing the routine 
for	 the	 Regional	 and	 State	 competition	 ever	
since they attended the cheer camp and the 
University of Mississippi. This camp allowed 
the cheerleaders to learn a base to their routine 
that they could keep working on. 
 The showing at Wing Elementary 
went very well. The cheerleaders did not do 
the routine perfectly, but it gave the crowd a 
routine to be proud of. The Junior High cheer 
squad also participated in the showing. The 
Junior High cheer squad competed in the 
Regional	Competition,	 and	 they	 ended	 up	 in	
first	place.	
 The high school cheerleading squad 
competed	 on	 Sunday	 at	 two-thirty	 in	 the	
afternoon. The squad had a perfect warm 
up,	 which	 gave	 them	 great	 confidence	 for	
the routine that they would do in front of the 
judges and everyone else in the gymnasium. 
Lilly Piepenbrok, senior cheerleader, gave her 
thoughts on her feelings right before going out 
on	the	competition	floor.	
	 “I	 had	 a	 lot	 of	 confidence	 while	 I	
was waiting in the tunnel before we went 
out to compete. Our warm up was honestly 
perfect; it could not have gone any better. I 

was afraid that if our warm up was bad that 
it would carry over into our performance, so 
a wonderful warm up came as a great relief to 
me,” Piepenbrok said.
 The cheerleaders did not have a 
perfect performance. They had a few stunts fall, 
and some of the girls’ hands went down during 
tumbling passes. This caused the cheerleaders 
to	lose	the	Regional	competition	winning	title.	
The cheerleaders came in second place. They 
were	not	satisfied	with	their	performance,	but	
they understand their placing. They are using 
this competition as motivation to do better at 
the State competition. Gaining second place at 
this	 competition	 qualified	 the	 cheer	 squad	 to	
compete at state.
	 Kylie	Lossing,	Co-Head	Cheerleader,	
gave her opinion on the competition Sunday.
 “We all tried on that blue mat, and 
everyone put in every ounce of effort that they 
had, and that is all that matters. I am proud of 
my team no matter what. We are so good, and 
even though our performance Sunday does 
not	reflect	our	ability,	I	am	still	proud	to	be	a	
Sikeston Bulldog Cheerleader,” Lossing said. 
 The cheerleaders will compete in the 
Missouri Cheer Coaches Association State 
competition on Saturday, November sixteenth 
at Lindenwood University. 

Photos by Amy Blanton and Lora Fodge.
Cheerleaders	celebrate	their	placing	second	at	Regionals.
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Shely Hodgkiss
Co-Editor in Chief

Lilly Beth Sutton
Reporter

Battle of the Diamond

Students Observe Area Resources

   	Photo	Courtesy	of	sctcSOAR
SOAR	students	visit	the	Sikeston	Depot	Museum.

 Beginning last school 
year, SHS started a new program 
for	 students	 called	 SOAR.	 SOAR	
is a program that allows junior and 
senior students to get out of school 
once a month and explore a variety 
of careers in the community of 
Sikeston.
 These tours of jobs allows 
for students to see that they have 
the availability to stay in their 
hometown, but still have a career 
that they love and have a true 
passion for.
	 On	 October	 23,	 SOAR	
students	 met	 at	 the	 Regional	
Chamber of Commerce located 
in downtown Sikeston. From 
there, these students were given 
an insight on local businesses in 
the downtown area. They visited 
Flame Boutique, True Hand Tattoo, 
Leigh Anne’s Loft, Sikeston Depot 
Museum, and Margaret + James.

 At each of these 
businesses, owners and employees 
gave resourceful ideas on how to 
start and maintain a business in 
a	 small-town	 area	 like	 Sikeston.	
They	 explained	 that	 finding	 a	 job	
does not necessarily mean moving 
away from Sikeston; students have 
great opportunities to discover 
a career they love in their own 
hometown.
 “The thing I enjoy the 
most	 about	 SOAR	 is	 getting	 to	
explore businesses around my 
town that I did not even know 
existed. I also enjoy seeing how the 
businesses operate, and I am given 
a	great	opportunity	to	possibly	find	
my future career” Hannah Fodge 
‘20 said.
 Throughout the school 
year,	SOAR	students	will	continue	
to explore their opportunities of 
careers in Sikeston. 

    Photo Courtesy of Alex Wallner
Sikeston Softball and Baseball team get together after the Battle of the Diamond.

 This fall, the Sikeston Softball and 
Baseball team decided to go head to head to see 
who had reign over the “Diamond.”
 On Thursday, October 24, the Lady 
Dogs softball team defeated the boys baseball 
team	14-6	after	playing	a	7	inning	softball	game	
at	the	Sikeston	Complex	Softball	field.	
 Admission into the game was brining 
a canned food item or a new clothing item that 
would later be donated to the Bulldog Pantry. 
For players, they were asked to provide two 
canned foods to enter into the game. 
 “We copied this game off of something 
that college programs have done in the past. 
We thought it would be a great way for both 
programs to come together, have some fun, and 
do something good for the community,” Head 
Baseball Coach Brett Kolons said. 
 Players from both sides were excited 
to play one another and helping the community 
while having good, clean, fun. 
 “When I initially introduced this idea 
to the girls, we were traveling home on the 

bus from an away game. They were ecstatic. 
Once I explained it was for the Bulldog Pantry, 
they were even more excited that it had a 
more substantial cause. This is when I knew 
they were all on board. I think just as much as 
competing against the boys, the softball players 
were happy to have an opportunity to prove 
there’s nothing soft about softball. I overheard 
them make comments like, “maybe they’ll see 
it’s not so easy,” or “perhaps they’ll have a new 
appreciation	 for	 softball,”	 so	 they	 were	 fierce	

competitors from the start. I knew they were 
going to play to win,” Head Softball Coach 
Laura Brown said. 
 Both coaches were very proud of the 
donations that the game brought in. Overall, 
there were a multitude of cans brought in 
during the game. These cans will go to children 
attending Sikeston Public Schools to make sure 
no one goes unfed. While this game had special 
inspiration behind it, it proves that it is more 
than just a game. 
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Hayden Alcorn
Reporter

Te e n  S u i c i d e  P r e v e n t i o n

 The topic of suicide is one of 
extreme importance that, in the past, 
has been completely shoved under 
the rug. With a dramatic increase in 
the number of teens and young adults 
falling victim, it has never been a 
topic of more prevalence or relativity 
to the times. The reality of the issue 
regarding mental health and suicide 
is so widespread and becoming 
commonality that it can affect 
anyone, even those close to you. 
For this reason alone, it is of utmost 
importance that we as a community, 
being more enlightened of this issue 
than ever before, make great efforts 
and strides towards the spreading of 
suicide awareness. 
 According to U.S. News, for 
teens 15 to 19 years old the suicide 
rate has increased 10% from 2014 
to 2017. This is an alarming number 
because there has never been such a 
sharp increase in a three year span. 
This	 could	 be	 linked	 to	 the	 all-time	
high anxiety and depression levels 
among teens. With the technology 
of today there is not as much 
physical bullying, but much more 
psychological bullying through the 
internet. The theory behind this is why 
would a bully be mean to someone in 
front of a bunch of people at school, 
when they can send a message online 
or comment vulgar things on a post. 
 Cyberbullying may be one 
of the most dangerous things in 
the world today. The fact someone 
can hide behind a screen and insult 

someone makes them a coward. The 
fact they feel the need to insult or 
bully someone is absurd. In the wise 
words of Thumper from Bambi, “If 
you can’t say something nice... don’t 
say nothing at all.”  How hard is that? 
As a society, we need to ridicule those 
who bully, especially those who do it 
online. Technology is a great thing 
when used properly, but to use it to 
degrade people is unacceptable. 
 Society also needs to look for 
the signs of depression, anxiety, or poor 
mental  health to identify all possible 
future suicide victims. According to 
the Mayo Clinic, the signs of suicide 
may include talking or  writing about 
suicide, withdrawing from social 
contact, experiencing sudden mood 
swings, abusing drugs or alcohol, 
expressing a sense of hopelessness, 
taking	part	in	risky	or	self-destructive	
behavior, changing eating or sleeping 
patterns, or giving away belongings 
for no apparent reason. Most of these 
signs are odd and out of the ordinary 
for most people to do. Even when a 
person who is struggling with life is 
talking to a friend, parent, or teacher, 
it may go in over their heads because 
they are not thinking about the worst 
that could happen or they are in denial 
that person would do that. It is better 
to	assume	the	worst	and	have	an	 in-
depth conversation about what they 
are going through or even just about 
life and actually listen to them. By 
having this conversation it can show 
that someone cares about them and 

that they are not alone and can get 
help.
 The saddest part about suicide 
is that it is one of the most preventable 
forms of death. If we recognize 
the signs of depression, anxiety, or 
mental health issues we will be able 
to stop them from potentially killing 
themselves. We as a community 
need to try to be understanding of 
what people are going through and 
welcome conversation about their life 
struggles with open arms. Give those 
struggling full attention and help 
get them in contact with the proper 
people to get them help. 
 I  think  a common 
misconception people have is that  if  
they cannot get help, there is no way 
out of what they are going through, 
and no matter what happens it will just 
get worse. They just feel worthless. 
When the truth is they all have worth 
and mean a lot to the world no matter 
who they are. Whether it is depression, 
anxiety, or any other mental health 
issue, they can get help. There are 
many websites, numbers, people, 
and organizations who can help and 
are more than willing to help. One of 
the top organizations is the National 
Suicide Prevention Lifeline 
(1-800-273-8255)	 which	 tries	 to	
convince people to keep living and 
gets them lined up with whatever 
treatment they need. If you or a loved 
one are having suicidal thoughts 
please call the number above because 
nothing is worth taking your own life.

Photo by PBS
Suicide	rates	among	15-19	year	olds.

 

The graph presented the latest spike in suicides 
among 15 to 19 year olds. From 2000 to 2007 the 
suicide rate went down 1.7%, but had a slight 3.1% 
uptick from 2007 to 2014. Since 2014 it has had a 
10% increase.

 

 This map shows that the suicide rate  has 
increased in every state except Nevada. The trend 

shown in the map is that northern experienced more 
of an increase in suicide.

Photo by CDC
Suicide rates across the United States.
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• Nov. 1- Football 

Districts begin

• Nov. 2- Boys 

Soccer districsts 

begin

• Nov. 4- First day 

of winter sports

• Nov. 9- Fall Red 

Pepper Dance

• Nov. 14- Model 

UN Semo 

Conference

• Nov 27-Dec.1- 

Thanksgiving 

Break

Mia Arndt
Reporter

Andy McGill
Athletic Director

 As we reach the end of October, 
several	 of	 our	 sports	 teams	 are	 finishing	
district competitions and a few teams have 
even concluded their fall seasons. The 
2019 Sikeston Bulldog sports teams have 
had another fall season with many proud 
moments to celebrate. 
 The girls tennis team wrapped up 
the 2019 season at the beginning of October 
and although they did not see any of the team 
members reach sectionals, the team gained 
valuable experience that will drive them 
through	 their	 off-season	 preparations	 for	
2020.
 The Lady Bulldogs softball team 
wrapped up their season last week with a loss 
to Notre Dame during district play. The girls 
worked very hard this year and competed 
with their opponents. The Lady Bulldogs 
record	for	2019	was	10-13.
 The Lady Bulldogs volleyball team 
have had some exciting matches this season 
including the SEMO Conference Volleyball 
tournament at the Cape Sportsplex. At their 
district tournament, the team lost to Cape 
Central after and amazing season under the 
direction	 of	 first	 year	 head	 coach,	 Emily	
Taylor. 
 This season, the Sikeston Bulldogs 
soccer team has not only impacted the sports 
world, but the Sikeston community has felt 
their	presence	as	well.	The	6th	annual	Gold	
Out game played last month allowed the team 
to	 raise	money	 for	children	fighting	cancer.	
The boys’ soccer team will soon compete in 
the district tournament at Farmington High 
School. The tournament will be played the 
week of November 4th.

 The Bulldog football team currently 
sits	as	the	#5	seed	in	the	district	led	by	first	
year head coach, Terry Flannigan. District 
playoffs begin on Friday, November 1, where 
the Bulldogs will play against Hillsboro, at 
Hillsboro.
 The SHS band participated in the 
Cotton Carnival Parade and held the annual 
Sikeston Marching Festival the following 
Tuesday. In addition, they competed in the 
SEMO Band Directors Association Marching 
Competition, which was held at Sikeston 
Public Schools stadium on Saturday October 
12. The SHS marching band has had a busy 
and successful marching season. 
 The SHS cheerleaders have spent 
countless hours preparing for their regional 
competition since the start of school. On 
October 27, the team competed at regionals 
where they received second place and a bid 
to the state competition next month.
 As always, we are so very proud 
of the student athletes for the hard work and 
sportsmanship they put forth during the fall 
sports seasons. The determination and efforts 
of these young men and women make our 
school and community proud.
 We wish our athletes luck in the rest 
of their season. In addition, we are looking 
forward to the winter sports season as the 
first	practice	date	draws	near,	November	4.
Finally, the athletic department would like 
to thank the coaches, maintenance staff, 
teaching staff, volunteers and student 
workers that put in extra hours running the 
gates, clock, concession stands, setting up 
and	 preparing	 the	 fields.	 Without	 you,	 the	
home events would be impossible.
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John Myres
Distribution Manager

1:59:40

Photo Courtesy of Googke Image search
Kipchoge	is	lifted	into	the	air	in	celebration	directly	after	crossng	the	finish	line.

 Just two short weeks ago, the running 
world was changed forever. Even for those who 
are not avid runners, and do not follow running, 
this is still a huge event. For those who are 
unaware, I am talking about Eliud Kipchoge 
running	the	first	marathon	ever	recorded	under	
two hours.
 Eliud Kipchoge is a 37 year old man 
from Kenya, who, even before this historic 
landmark, was known around the world for his 
world class marathon runs.
 One thing that many may not know 
about Kipchoge is that, growing up in Kenya, 
Kipchoge did not have access to upscale training 
facilities. In fact, Kipchoge did not run on a 
treadmill until the age of 33, when his training 
for Nike’s “Breaking 2” event took place.
 “Breaking 2” was an attempt by 
world renowned sports brand, Nike to create 
the perfect conditions for three world class 
marathoners	to	run	the	first	marathon	in	under	
two	hours.	The	runners	were	outfitted	with	(at	
the	 time)	 unreleased	Nike	 running	 shoes	with	
cutting edge ‘ZoomX” technology. The shoes’ 
midsoles	 housed	 a	 thin	 carbon	 fiber	 plate,	
allowing the shoes to propel the runners forward 
in a way that was previously unheard of.
 By the end of Nike’s “Breaking 2” 

event, it was clear that the one man capable of 
accomplishing this feat was Kipchoge, as he 
finished	with	a	trailblazing	time	of	2:00:40.
 Of course, fans all across the world 
were devastated due to the fact that the 
landmark was so close. Kipchoge thought 
otherwise, however, saying: “Although we did 
not defeat the barrier, today it was brought that 
much closer, and I am now well aware that it is 
possible”. 
 Kipchoge did not stop there, however. 
The journey had just begun. Kipchoge kept 
training,	and	ended	up	setting	the	official	world	
record	 marathon	 time	 (2:01:39)	 at	 the	 2018	
Berlin Marathon.
 On the fateful day of October 12, 
2019, Eliud Kipchoge would make history. 
In an attempt similar to Nike’s “Breaking 2”, 
British chemical company INEOS sponsored 
another	 sub-two	marathon	 attempt.	There	was	
only two differences, Kipchoge was the only 
runner, and the event was hosted in Vienna, 
Austria, not Monza, France.
 Aside from the pacemakers, who were 
rotated every ten kilometers, Kipchoge was 
the	 only	man	 on	 the	 track	 for	 the	 entire	 26.2	
mile stretch. These pacemakers are world class 
runners	with	10K	times	of	26	minutes	or	 less.	

Just think that their fastest 10K times are ran 
at the same exact speed as Kipchoge ran this 
marathon.
 Kipchoge clocked in at the INEOS 
1:59	challenge	with	a	final	time	of	1:59:40.	To	
put that into perspective, Eliud Kipchoge ran a 
4	minute	34	second	mile	26	times	in	a	row.	
 In the weeks leading up to the event, 
statistical	 analysts	 and	 experts	 in	 the	 field	
of sports science speculated the feat to be 
impossible. Many had concluded that the feat 
was possible, and it would not be accomplished 
until at least 2028. 
	 As	 Kipchoge	 crossed	 the	 finish	 line,	
in likely more pain than one could imagine, he 
did what he always did: smiled. He rejoiced 
knowing that he had proven all the naysayers 
wrong, and set history. Kipchoge, a 37 year old 
Kenyan man who hadn’t ran on a treadmill until 
the	age	of	33,	had	just	become	the	first	human	
in history to run a marathon in under 2 hours.
 The event was streamed in Kipchoge’s 
hometown of Nandi, Kenya, and the joy 
radiating	from	the	crowd	as	he	crossed	the	finish	
line was unreal and inspiring to many. October 
12, 2019 is a day that will be remembered as 
one of the most historic events in all of sports 
and mankind alike.
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Heading into districts

Season sets to an end
Photo courtesy of Daniel Byrd    

Senior	John	Myres	clears	the	ball	downfield.

 The boys soccer team is 
looking forward into the beginning 
of	 their	 postseason	 play	with	 the	 first	
round of districts coming up.
 Heading into districts, Coach 
Gabe	Dement	 reflected	 on	 the	 season	
thus far and spoke on the youth of the 
program this year.
 “This year has offered a 
great opportunity for the youth in our 
program to gain experience against 
tough competition. With 18/25 players 
being freshmen and sophomores, they 
have learned a lot that will help us in 
the future.” 
 Dement then gave his 
expectations	 for	 this	 first	 round	 of	
districts next week.
	 “Our	first	round	of	districts	is	
against an extremely tough opponent 
in Cape Central. We played very well 
against them in the 2nd half of our 
regular season game with them, and 
hopefully we can build on that.”

 The Bulldogs have come up 
short	0-8	and	0-6	against	the	Tigers	this	
year. 
 However, as with any sport, 
Coach Dement has been preparing 
his players to perform better this time 
against a strong Cape team. 
 “In practice, we have done 
a lot of defense, possession, and 
scrimmaging in attempt to improve 
heading into next week.”
 With more than an entire 
week between the team’s last game and 
the	first	round	match-up	against	Cape,	
a newly scheduled game was added 
against Poplar Bluff at home. This 
game took place on Tuesday with the 
Dogs	 taking	 a	 tough	 1-7	 loss	 against	
the Mules.
 The Bulldog boys soccer team 
looks to bounce back as they face off 
against	the	Cape	Tigers	in	the	first	round	
of Class 4 District 1 play on November 
4 at Farmington High School.

Photo Courtetsy of Semoball   
The Girls Volleyball team comes together in a huddle.

 The Sikeston girls volleyball team 
finished	up	their	season	on	Monday	with	a	1-2	
loss	against	Cape	in	the	first	round	of	districts.	
The	team	ended	the	year	with	a	10-24	overall	
record	and	1-4	district	record.
	 The	 Lady	 Dogs’	 first	 half	 of	 the	
season was rocky, winning only 2 of their 
first	13	matches.	Following	this,	 though,	was	
a	winning	streak	of	6	straight	matches	started	
off by a home victory against Charleston. 
Jaden Blissett, a senior leader next year, spoke 
to how the team kept adjusting to start pulling 
out wins.
 “This season didn’t start off as we 
planned, and it was frustrating because I knew 
how good of a team we were. We worked on so 
many	different	rotations	trying	to	figure	it	out	
and	we	finally	got	a	win,	and	we	kept	winning	
after that, and it felt so good to accomplish 
that as a team. We were playing as a team and 
working hard,” Blissett said.
 Even though the girls only won two 
more games after the winning streak, they 
showed great teamwork and never quit. 

 The team loses seniors in Alivia Cobb, 
Emily	McHaffie,	and	Taydrianna	Barnett,	who	
showed leadership and provided examples to 
lower classmen.
 Next year’s senior class will include 
4 returning varsity players in Khrystionna 
Swann,	Trashiona	Ranson,	Jaden	Blissett,	and	
Armani Hodges. With at least a full season of 
varsity play under their belts, these girls will 
be fully prepared to take on senior roles next 
season.
 After this season, the team looks 
to combine hard work and teamsmanship 
to further improve their skills on the court. 
Blissett spoke to how her and the rest of the 
team will transition into the 2020 season.
 “I’ll take this season into next years 
season by working hard in the off season and 
coming in next season ready to accomplish 
things as a team,” Blissett said.
 Overall, the Lady Dogs Volleyball 
team showed great resilience and teamwork 
under Head Coach Emily Pullen and look 
forward to improving next season.
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 The Sikeston Football team is 
winding down the season and preparing for the 
postseason.	The	Bulldogs	were	3-6,	 and	 they		
sealed their record for the regular season last 
Friday,	October	25,	with	a	36-0	loss	to	Kennett	
at home. 
 Friday night was about more than 
just football, though. The Bulldogs hosted the 
annual Pink Out game. The pink out game is 
a fundraising event to raise awareness and 
money for breast cancer and breast cancer 
research. 
 Breast cancer is the largest and most 
common form of cancer in women throughout 
all	ages,	so	the	Bulldogs	decided	to	fight	on	and	
off	the	field	for	the	men	and	women	affected	by	
the disease.
	 Pink	 Out	 t-shirts	 were	 printed	 off	
and sold. All proceeds went towards research 
on the disease. Many students bought shirts 
and wore them out to the game to show their 
support	of	both	the	Bulldogs	and	those	fighting	
the disease.
 Despite the loss, the team was still 
excited to be there playing for something 
bigger than football. The team is now moving 
forward in preparations for Hillsboro and the 
postseason.
 The football team will play against 
Hillsboro Friday, November 1, at 7 PM. The 
team	is	preparing	for	what	could	be	their	final	
game with high energy and tenacity.
 The team is trying to keep their 
season	alive	in	this	week	10	match-up	against	
Hilsboro. This game will feature the Sikeston 
Bulldogs taking on the district three seed.  
“Hillsboro is a tough team, but I think the 
schedule we have played this year really 

Postseason Preparations

Photo  courtsey of Daniel Byrd
Senior	Gage	Rolwing	evades	tacklers.

  In my opinion, the most exciting sport to 
watch is college basketball. The atmosphere at the 
events along with the heart and effort the players 
put out is unrivaled. Even though March Madness 
is	 five	 months	 away,	 it’s	 never	 too	 early	 to	 talk	
about college basketball. 
 Every season it seems like there are a few 
teams that are guaranteed to have their names in the 
National Championship conversation. One of those 
teams	 is	 always	 Kentucky.	 Year	 in	 and	 year	 out	
Kentucky brings in top recruits that are basically 
NBA ready from the start. This year is no different 
in terms of their youth. Another thing that Kentucky 
always	seems	to	do	is	to	under-perform	due	to	their	
lack of experience. 
 Kentucky failed to get some of the big 
name recruits this year, and I believe they will have 
a below average year by Kentucky standards. I do 
not	foresee	them	getting	past	a	Sweet	16	match-up.	
 A second team that always seems to have 
their name in the mix is Duke. Duke lost two of 
the top three draft picks this past season. Duke 
returns some solid players, but what they lost is a 
significant	portion	of	 their	points.	 In	a	conference	
as tough as the ACC, I also think Duke will struggle 
and will fail to win a regular season or conference 
tournament championship. 
 There is one team that I think is going to 
surprise everyone: Memphis. Memphis was able 
to recruit one of the best players in the nation in 
James Wiseman. Memphis is going to be one of the 
youngest teams in the nation, and could possibly 
start	 five	 true	 freshmen.	Despite	 this,	 I	 think	 that	
Penny Hardaway is a very good college coach, and 
will lead his team easily through the regular season 
and conference tournament. I truly believe that this 
team has what it takes to make an Elite 8 or Final 
4 run. It honestly wouldn’t surprise me if Memphis 
wins the National Championship this year. 
 With many of the nation’s top teams 
losing large amounts of talent, this opens the way 
for outside schools, such as Memphis, to make a 
run deep into the postseason. I expect them to upset 
some of the national powerhouses this season. 
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prepares our team for this level of play,” Coach 
Jacob	 May	 said.	 The	 Bulldogs	 are	 confident	
heading into the tough game.
 “We need to play our hardest Friday 
night, and I think we have done a good job 
putting ourselves in a position to play really 
well,” May said. Players also seem equally as 
confident	about	the	game.
 “I think we should be able to do well 
this week. Hillsboro is a team that is very similar 
to us, especially in the season record. So, we 
should be able to play well.” Seth Copeland ‘20 
said.
 The postseason is game after game of 
‘win or go home’ football.
 The Bulldogs have been hard at work 
preparing for the postseason, both mentally and 
physically.
	 “We	have	done	a	lot	of	film	study.	We	
have a very good game plan worked up, and I 
hope we can execute what we have put in motion 
thus far,” May said. The coaches and players both 
equally want to win and exceed expectations on 
that level.
 “I think that there is a chance to win 
for sure one, and maybe even more games 
throughout this postseason,” Copeland said. The 
Bulldogs seem to be bursting with excitement 
for the high risk, single elimination style game.
 “At this time the regular season does 
not matter anymore, and it’s just win or go home. 
It is really exciting to be in that situation, even if 
the outcome is not what you may want it to be,” 
Copeland said. 
 The Bulldogs are prepared to play at 
Hillsboro no matter the weather conditions or 
the toughness of the opponents. We wish the 
Bulldogs good luck in their district run. 
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Seniors’ Final Night in Stadium

       Photo Courtesy of Daniel Byrd
Seniors Grant Stoner, Leyton Jenkins, and Kadin 

WIlburn making memories. 

       Photo Courtesy of Daniel Byrd
Aeneas Moore ‘20 checks with the referee. 

       Photo Courtesy of Daniel Byrd
Graphic Arts Class presenting a check for this years Pink Out shirt sales.

       Photo Courtesy of Daniel Byrd
Leyton Jenkins ‘20 looks off into the crowd.

       Photo Courtesy of Daniel Byrd
Seth	Copeland	‘20	runs	off	the	field.	

       Photo Courtesy of Daniel Byrd
Cheerleaders performing before kickoff.

       Photo Courtesy of Daniel Byrd
Seth Steelman ‘20 plays for the band. 

       Photo Courtesy of Daniel Byrd
Senior cheerleaders Grace Blanton, Lakyn Kaminsky, and Lilly Piepenbrok pose for the 

camera. 


