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The power of pink

Photo Courtesy of Sikeston High School Graphic Arts
The 2019 Pink Out shirts boast an encouraging slogan.

Isabelle McGill
Co-Editor in Chief

 October is Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month. Each year, the National 
Breast Cancer Association uses the month 
to increase awareness of the disease. The 
Sikeston community always gets involved 
with a pink out game during the month. 
 The SCTC Graphic Arts class 
sponsors the Pink Out Game. They work 
hard to make t-shirts, rally towels, and 
frisbees. The money that is raised from the 
sales is donated to Missouri Delta Medical 
Center. Over the last 7 years the Graphic 
Arts Department has raised over $25,000 
with the selling of t-shirts and rally towels. 
The money makes a great difference for the 
Mammography Department.
 The money raised from the Pink 
Out Game goes to the Mammography 
Department at Missouri Delta Medical 
Center. The funds will continue to go towards 
helping the uninsured as well as the under-
insured to receive their mammograms.  It 
also helps with any other items or patient 
needs related to breast care.  After surgery 
patients sometimes develop lymphedema 
which requires compression garments. The 
money raised also helps purchase these 
garments.
 Amy Alcorn, Executive Director 
of the Missouri Delta Medical Center 
Foundation, wants to extend her thanks to 
all of those involved in making the event 

happen. 
 “We encourage each female, 
as well as male, to continue their self-
breast exams each month along with their 
annual mammogram. We are so grateful 
for the volunteers, raffle and door prize 
donors and table sponsors – the support is 
overwhelming when you sit back and look 
at the room filled with survivors and fighters 
as well as the wall of pictures. Thank you 
for standing behind the Mammography 
Department at Missouri Delta Medical 
Center and supporting us during October’s 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month,” Mrs. 
Alcorn said. 
 The Foundation and the 
Mammography Department appreciate 
the support and enthusiasm from 
Sikeston Public Schools, the Graphic Arts 
Department (Brian Henson), Missouri 
Delta Maintenance Department, Barndoors 
and Shutters by Kiley Jane, Morrison 
Healthcare, special guest speaker Dr. Paul 
Montany, and surrounding communities 
and Sikeston as everyone comes together to 
fight this terrible disease. 
 The Sikeston Bulldogs will be 
showing their support for breast cancer 
awareness by having a pink out at the varsity 
football game on October 25. Be sure to 
wear pink while cheering on the Bulldogs. 
Keep fighting!

Photo Courtesy of Daniel Byrd
Cheerleaders release balloons for breast cancer awareness.
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American Legion post 
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The American Legion logo.

 If you attended any of the pageants 
that took place during the Cotton Carnival, you 
probably heard many people mention the American 
Legion. Contestants, parents, and judges alike, all 
complimented and commented on the support of the 
American Legion in conducting and organizing the 
pageants. The American Legion has many jobs and 
helps with multiple community events, the Cotton 
Carnival being just one of them.
  The American Legion is a national 
organization that was started by Congress in 1919 
as a patriotic veterans organization devoted to 
helping those in the community. Started by a small 
group of World War 1 veterans, the organization’s 
membership now stands at nearly 2 million divided 
into more than 13,000 posts worldwide. The 
organization’s mission, as stated on their website, is 
to mentor youth and sponsor wholesome programs 
in our communities, advocate for patriotism and 
honor, promote strong national security, and to 
demonstrate devotion to service-members and 
veterans. 
 While the organization operates on a 
national level, their main focus is on the prosperity 
of small communities all over the United States. 
Because of their focus on towns just like Sikeston, 
the Legion sponsors many programs that benefit 
communities country-wide. Many of these activities 
sanctioned by the American Legion better the 
nation every day. A few of these programs include 

American Legion Baseball and The Operation 
Comfort Warriors. Over the years, the American 
Legion has influenced huge social change in 
America, won hundreds of benefits for veterans, 
and started many necessary programs for children 
all over the country.
 The winners of Jr. Miss Sikeston, Miss 
Cotton Carnival, and Miss Sikeston work with the 
American Legion each year. 
  “After winning miss cotton carnival, 
I was blessed with a second family through the 
American Legion. The American Legion helps 
veterans by giving back to them in little ways like 
buying Christmas presents to thank them for all 
they’ve done,” Lakyn Kaminsky, 2018 Miss Cotton 
Carnival said.
 The Cotton Carnival is not the only event in 
our area that is positively affected by the American 
Legion. The Legion has made countless donations 
to many charities in the surrounding community 
including the Veteran’s Home in Cape Girardeau 
and the State Veterans Cemetery in Bloomfield.
 American Legion Post 114  cares not only 
for the veterans, but for the citizens and members 
of the Sikeston community. The Legion’s help via 
personal assistance, cash grants, donated goods, 
disaster relief, labor, and voluntarism better 
Sikeston every day.  Thanks to the American Legion, 
Sikeston’s many Legion sanctioned traditions may 
live on. 

Mia Arndt
Reporter

Honoring veterans and their families, both home and abroad
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What’s your favorite Halloween movie?

“My favorite movie 
is Halloweentown 

because it was super 
funny and I just really 

like it overall,” 

-Max Dukes 
‘23

“My favorite movie 
is Halloweentown 2 
because my family 

and I used to watch it 
every year,”

-Samantha McGowan 
‘23

“Hocus Pocus is mine 
because it has a really 
good storyline and it’s 
spooky so it matches 

spooky season,”

-Lila Eckert
‘22

“Pet Cemetery 
because my dog died 
and I really want him 

to come back,”

-Carson James
‘21

“Mine is Jaws 
because I am cool 

with sharks,”

-Payton Howard
‘20

“My favorites are any 
of the Scooby Doo 

movies because that’s 
my dawg,”

-Lakyn Kaminsky
‘20

 As the temperatures drop and the leaves 
begin to brown, it is clear that fall has begun 
in the 2019 year. One of the most significant 
events, Halloween, occurs in just a few weeks. 
The holiday is loved by many and is one of the 
most widely participated events in the entirety 
of the year. However, I’d like to focus on the 
cinema aspect of Halloween by ranking some 
of the most popular scary movies ever released, 
going from worst to best, and of course these 
rankings are all personal opinion. 
 The worst category of scary movies is 
the F-Tier.  A few movies in this category are 
Child’s Play, Don’t Breathe, and the Paranormal 
Activity movies. These movies are honestly some 
of the worst in the genre and probably should 
have never been made. The directors should be 
ashamed and the writers should be embarrassed 
for ever contributing to these disgusting pieces 
of cinema. 

 The second to worst category of scary 
movies is the D-Tier. Some movies included in 
this category are the Saw movies, It Follows, 
and The Bye-Bye Man. These movies are okay 
to kill time with, but aren’t really good movies, 
per se. There are definitely worse movies than 
the ones in the categories, but there are also 
definitely better ones. 
 The next tier of movies is the C-Tier. 
The movies in this category are pretty average 
overall. A few examples would be The 
Babadook, The Mist, The Nun, Dawn of the 
Dead. These movies are overall pretty average, 
overall. Each movie in this category is pretty 
enjoyable, but has their bad qualities. 
 The B-Tier of scary movies contains 
movies that are good movies, but not great 
movies. A few movies contained in this category 
are The Blair Witch Project, Scream, A Quiet 
Place, The Ring, and Cabin in the Woods. The 

movies in this list all make for overall pleasant 
watching experiences. 
 The second best tier of scary movies is 
the A-Tier. The A-Tier is full of movies that are 
objectively great. A few of these movies are The 
Conjuring movies, Halloween, Friday the 13th, 
Nightmare on Elm Street, Creep, and Split. Most 
of these movies are on the borderline between 
A-Tier and S-Tier, but don’t quite make it into 
the higher tier. 
 The best category of scary movies is 
the S-Tier. This tier is the tier with the greatest 
scary movies of all time. The movies in this 
category are objectively the best movies of the 
genre. Just a few of the movies in this tier are 
The Shining, IT, The Exorcist, and The Shining. 
These movies are masterpieces, without a doubt. 
Anyone who hasn’t seen these should go out, 
buy ten copies of each, and watch each copy at 
the same time to make up for lost time.

Ethan Presley
Opinion Editor

Photo  courtesy of Google Images 
Every year, tons of people celebrate the holiday by watching scary movies.
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Shelby Hodgkiss
Co-Editor in Chief

Turning students into leaders

 This year, there is a new BLT on campus, and we are not 
talking about food. Athletic Director, Andy McGill started the first 
Bulldog Leadership Team for Sikeston. 
 “The idea of the BLT started last school year following 
a couple of events. In the fall, some athletes and coaches attended a 
leadership conference at Cape Central High School and that sparked 
an idea. In addition, the athletic staff participated in a book club last 
school year. In discussion of the “Leadership Playbook” and “Chop 
Wood Carry Water” we determined there was a need within our school 
for developing leaders out of our student body,” McGill said. 
 After determining our school had this need, Mr. McGill 
contacted coaches and club sponsors for nominations of students who 
acted as leaders in school and the community. 
 “It was important to utilize both athletics as well as clubs 
and organizations to fulfill this “team.” The idea is that the skill 
development will be carried over from their teams and organizations, to 
their classrooms, to their future college, career or military choices. By 
helping them foster these skills, they will become stronger community 
members in their future,” McGill said. 
 Students from the Bulldog Leadership Team attended the 
SEMO Conference Leadership Convention on September 12 and 
listened to the guest speaker Johan Khalilian. Khalilian spoke about 
how to be a leader and stepping out of your comfort zones within 
different school teams and clubs. Taking this advice can also help 
students become better leaders in the community. 
 The group will meet once or twice a month during lunch 
shifts. Different topics that will be discussed will be responsibility, 
sportsmanship, character, goal setting, and more. 

 The Bulldog Leadership Team was not the only student 
advisory committee formed this school year. The Principal Advisory 
Committee was formed with a similar purpose in mind as BLT. 
 “The purpose of the committee is to promote collaborative 
conversations between administration and students at Sikeston High 
School in order to improve the overall experience at SHS,” Head 
Principal Doyle Noe said. 
 In the last meeting, students discussed the pros and cons of 
Southwest Foodservice Excellence, which is the new food service on 
campus. 
 “The principals see the school through one lens and students 
often see it through another. This committee bridges those gaps by 
allowing students to give their opinions on things such as the new food 
service,” Rory Jaynes ‘20 said. 
 Giving students the opportunity to express their opinions to 
administration can help to improve Sikeston High School. 
 “The goals are to increase communication, foster positive 
relationships, and identify areas of strength and concern at Sikeston 
High School. In creating the committee, I wanted a diverse group of 
students who would be open to sharing and solving problems,” Noe 
said. 
 Students from all grades and personalities make up this 
committee. 
  “I asked other administrators, counselors, teachers, and 
students about possible candidates,” Noe said. 
 The Principal Advisory Committee plans to meet at least once 
a month to discuss different events happening at Sikeston High School. 
Dr. Robinson and Mrs. Holifield will attended meetings occasionally.  

Photo courtesy of Sheby Hodgkiss

Mr. Doyle Noe and members of the Principal Advisory Committee.

Bulldog Leadership Team Principal Advisory Committee

Photo courtesy of Sikeston Athletics

Some members of BLT attending the SEMO Conference Leadership Convention.
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 Wednesday night marked Sikeston’s 
4th annual Fields of Faith hosted at the football 
field. FCA Huddles from several of the area’s 
schools came together to sing songs, pray 
together, listen to speakers, and grow closer to 
God.
 Students and adults from Sikeston, 
New Madrid, Hayti, Caruthersville, Charleston, 
and Holcomb filled up the Reserved, Bums, 
and Red Pepper sections to take part in an 
event that is vastly growing across the nation 
called Fields of Faith. 
 According to fieldsoffaith.org, 
“Fields of Faith is a student led event.  Students 
invite, pray for, share with, and challenge their 
peers to read the Bible and follow Jesus Christ.  
An athletic field provides a neutral, rally point 
where a community can come together.” 
 The event began with worship songs 
led by a band made up of Camryn Self ‘22, 
Lilly Piepenbrok ‘20, Doug Johnson, Zach 
Moore, Kobe Hutcheson, and Jay Lancaster. 
The band led those attending through songs 
such as “Yes I Will,” “Death was Arrested,” 
“Great Are You Lord,” and “What a Beautiful 
Name.”
     Following the singing came student 
testimonies, started off by Montana Long from 
Holcomb. Montana read Proverbs 3:5-6 about 

trusting God and spoke to how this verse has 
greatly impacted her in letting God take care 
of her rocky relationship with her dad.
 Colleen Swilley ‘20 then shared 
how Romans 12:2’s message of not being 
“conformed to this world” has helped her to be 
herself and not care about what other people 
might think of her.
 Next, Emily Brasher from New 
Madrid gave a verse that shows how God is 
over all and should be our top priority in life 
by reading Revelation 1:8.
 Head Coach of Boys/Girls Soccer 
Gabe Dement stepped up and talked through 
how he doesn’t take any credit for his teams 
praying on the field or the major turnouts he 
has in his classroom at the Junior High FCA 
meetings. He says he points to God as the 
reason these great things are happening and 
uses Proverbs 3:5-6 to trust God in continuing. 
 The last student testimony came from 
Lilly Hodgkiss ‘23, who urged her peers from 
Romans 1:16 to be bold and unashamed and 
also Romans 2:12-13 to be doers of God’s 
Word and be active in serving Him.
 Finally came the main speaker, SHS 
Girls’ Basketball Coach Dana Self. Self spoke 
on her passion for basketball, her playing 
career at Arkansas State, and how a coach 

there helped her to stick to her role both in 
basketball and in life. She urged her audience 
to find what they’re good at, find their purpose, 
and stick to their role whatever it might be. 
 “I was honored and humbled to be 
asked to speak. Fields of Faith and FCA are 
both near to my heart. FCA was a huge part 
of my life in high school, so being a part of it 
now as a teacher is an honor. I love seeing so 
many people in the community come together 
for God’s Kingdom. I don’t consider myself 
a speaker, but did my best to share my story 
of basketball and faith. It was a fun night and 
there’s nothing better to see than our students 
sharing their faith and leading out this way,” 
Self said.                    
 After Self’s message, Pastor Jeff 
Loftin of Sikeston First Baptist Church invited 
any student or adult who wanted to answer the 
call to Christ to come onto the field and speak 
with one of the many counselors spread out 
across the football field. Immediately, groups 
congregated onto the field to pray and ask 
questions about furthering their faith.
 Fields of Faith is an event led by 
the organization of Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes. FCA meets every Tuesday at 7:30 
am in Mrs. Hodgkiss’ room, and everyone is 
welcome to attend. 

Photo courtesy of Tyler Gilmer
The worship band leads songs at Sikeston’s Fields of Faith on Wednesday night.
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Grace Blanton
Managing & Design Editor

Special athletes compete in the best Olympic games

 Competing athletically is an aspect 
of life that many people look forward to 
during their childhood and teenage years, 
but physical and mental disabilities 
hinder some from ever achieving that 
dream. Children with special needs could 
participate in rec league sports, but did 
not get to compete for titles in state and 
nationally recognized events. Wanting 
to make a change, in the 1960’s, Eucine 
Kennedy Shriver founded the Special 
Olympics. This organization provides 
children and adults with disabilities 
the opportunity to compete year round 
in sporting events. The first games 
were held in 1968 in Chicago, Illinois. 
 The root of Special Olympics can 
be traced back to Camp Shriver. Eucine 
Shriver heard complaints from parents 
that they could not find a summer camp 
for their child with disabilities. Shriver 
started her own camp in Maryland and 
recruited children with disabilities. The 
camp was a huge success, and it offered 
children the opportunity to swim, play 
soccer, play basketball, and ride horses. 
After the success, Shriver continued to 
push for the cause of justice for children 
and adults with disabilities, and in 1986 
Chicago Park District announced that 
it was going to hold the “Olympics” 
for children from the USA and Canada 
with special needs. On July 20, 1968, 
the first Special Olympic International 
Summer Games occurred with over 
200 events for children to compete in. 
 Special Olympics has become 
an internationally recognized nonprofit 
organization that gives back to ensure 
justice for those with special needs. 
It practices inclusion and celebrates 

the differences of the children, rather 
than tearing down the children and 
identifying them as disabled. It touches 
the lives of the disabled, as well as 
those around them. Nicholas Leong, 
a volunteer photographer, gave his 
impression of Special Olympics when 
he observed it for the first time.   
 “At the Opening Ceremony of 
the Games, I had to hold back tears. 
I watched the athletes enjoying their 
time on the world stage, and I couldn’t 
help but wonder whether my daughter’s 
turn to be able to experience the joy of 
sports would ever come,” Leong said.
 The Special Olympics 
organization offers a wide range of 
events to create inclusion among all of 
their athletes. The athletes can choose 
to compete individually or as a team. 
There are more than thirty events 
to participate in, which helps create 
a positive environment and allows 
the athletes to feel joy, which helps 
complete their mission:“The mission 
of Special Olympics is to provide 
year-round sports training and athletic 
competition in a variety of Olympic-
type sports for children and adults with 
intellectual disabilities, giving them 
continuing opportunities to develop 
physical fitness, demonstrate courage, 
experience joy and participate in a 
sharing of gifts, skills and friendship 
with their families, other Special 
Olympics athletes and the community.”
 The Special Olympics 
website offers personal stories from 
the athletes with disabilities. The 
testimonies demonstrate the impact 
that this organization has had on 

children with disabilities for over fifty 
years. Haseeb Abbasi, an athlete with 
autism, shared his experience with 
Special Olympics. He described the 
wonderful impact it had on his life.
 “Special Olympics accepted me 
the way that I am and gave me a voice 
to speak for myself. Special Olympics 
not only equipped me with the ability 
to compete as an athlete, but also gave 
me the confidence to share my joy and 
feelings with everyone,” Abbasi said. 
 The team at Special Olympics 
continues to strive to make an impact. 
In an interview with ABC of the Special 
Olympics CEO, Mary Davis, she  explained  
the purpose of Special Olympics. 
 “The Special Olympics uses the 
power of sports to create an environment 
where athletes can showcase their talents 
and capabilities, and the broadcasts 
present an “exciting opportunity” for 
the families and friends of athletes 
who could not witness the opening 
ceremony or games live,” Davis said.
 Special Olympics is an incredible 
organization that gives back to the 
children that seem like the world is 
excluding them. This organization 
celebrates the children’s disabilities, 
and teaches them that just because they 
are different, that does not mean they 
cannot change the world. Lift up these 
athletes, and encourage them to continue 
to strive and compete for the prize in 
athletics. Special Olympics continues to 
fight for justice for children and adults 
with mental and physical disabilities, 
just like Eucine Shriver would. 
  Information was provided  
by the Special Olympics website. 

Photo by ABC News
Sara Ahmed Felemban competing in the 2019 Special Olympics World Games.
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• October 9-  

FAFSA Night

• October 10- 

Soccer Gold Out 

Game vs. North 

County

• October 10- 

Lindenwood 

University 

Campus Visit

• October 17- 

Young Writers’ 

Club first meeting

• October 26- 

October ACT 

testing

Stand up to bullying!
 On October 7, 2019, students across 
the globe decided to take action and stand 
as a united front against a problem that has 
plagued the public school system for decades: 
bullying. 
 Millions of students across the nation 
wore blue to school to show the victims 
of bullying that they are not alone, and that 
others ARE on their side. The event found its 
origins in 2008, when the organization Stomp 
Out Bullying started a large campaign urging 
students to wear blue on the first day of each 
October. 
 Stomp out Bullying is a global 
organization that advocates for fair treatment 
of others among peers, and hopes to contribute 
to the decline of bullying.
 This event is one of great magnitude 
and one that should be taken seriously by 
everyone. Make sure to set a reminder for 
October 5, 2020 to wear blue!

John Myres
Distribution Manager

Photo courtesy of Jennifer Hodgkiss
 Students in Mrs. Hodgkiss’ Homeroom 
class performed random acts of kindness to help 
“Stomp Out Bullying.” Students wore blue, 
chalked sidewalks, and opened doors while paying 
compliments to others.
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Lilly Beth Sutton
Reporter

Spencer Clay
Reporter

Giving back to Bulldog Tennis

Looking ahead
    Photo Courtesy of Google Images

Woman playing tennis.

 Over the past few years, the Sikeston 
tennis program has started growing. As the 
program continues to flourish, more equipment 
and supplies are needed. This year the Sikeston 
tennis program has decided to put on an open 
tournament to help fundraise for the team.
 The Sikeston Open Tournament will 
take place at the Sikeston High School Tennis 
Courts on October 26 and 27. The first match 
will begin at 8 a.m. that Saturday morning. All 
ages are welcome to participate. You can play 
in either singles or doubles matches. 
 To participate in the matches, you 
must pay $20.00 for a singles entry or $35.00 
for a doubles entry. All of the entry fees will 
go directly towards funding the Sikeston 
tennis program. The proceeds will allow for 
new uniforms, supplies, and equipment to be 
purchased. They are also gladly accepting any 
donations. 
 Marc Jannin, head coach of the 
Sikeston tennis teams, is very excited for the 
tournament. 
 “We decided to have the tournament 

because we are trying to fundraise so we can 
purchase new equipment, apparel, and other 
things that will benefit our program. I hope the 
tournament will be a success. With it being the 
first year of holding the tournament, it may be 
challenging to spread the word and get people 
to register. We have posted to social media and 
emailed coaches around the southeast area to 
help with this possible dilemma. I would be 
happy with about 15-20 registrants for the first 
year, because it will only grow from there. 
Hopefully we can make a tradition out of this 
tournament,” Jannin said. 
 The tournament will include double 
elimination and random ranking. Balls will be 
provided for all participants, and two out of 
three sets must be won to continue playing. 
 The first and second place winners 
will each receive trophies. Registration for 
the event ends on October 23. Contact Coach 
Jannin or Coach Pershard if you are interested 
in participating in the matches or have any 
questions or concerns. Be sure to go out and 
support Sikeston’s tennis programs. 

    Photo Courtesy of Semoball
John Myers ‘20 fights for the ball.

 As fall sports begin to wind down 
into the latter part of the season, every team 
is trying to secure a high spot in their district 
tournament. These last few weeks are crucial 
in securing some final wins and building team 
chemistry. 
 The team who values this time most 
is the Sikeston Soccer team, who has not 
gotten a win over the season. The young team 
is currently mostly made up of underclassmen, 
and some players still are not sure if they will 
start or not. 
 The team’s resolve surprisingly 
remains unwavering. Despite having no 
wins, a smaller amount of seniors than most 
teams, and having played mostly larger teams, 
Sikeston has not looked at those shortcomings 
as excuses.
 “Although we are an 0-16 team, we 
see steady improvement out of our players 
every single game. If that doesn’t show hard 
work and willingness to come out and play, 
I’m not sure what does,” John Myres ‘20 says.
 This team uses its various obstacles 

as motivation. Coach Dement has a famous 
line that he commonly tells his players.
 “They have to play in the same 
weather as us and on the same field as us,” 
Dement says to his players. 
 The team is looking to their Gold-Out 
game to turn around their fortune. The Gold-
Out game is a fundraising game for cancer 
research where the Bulldogs will face district 
rival North County.
 The team only has four games left 
before the regular season ends and the post 
season begins. It is yet to be seeded, but 
Sikeston could face North County, Cape, 
or Farmington for a chance at the district 
championship title. 
 In previous years, the Bulldogs 
have not had any luck in winning a district 
championship title. This year the Bulldogs 
are still looking optimistically at the title as a 
possibility. 
 “If other teams can do it, why can’t 
we? We’re just like any other team of high 
school boys.” Myres said. 
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Hayden Alcorn
Reporter

Juiced baseballs

 The game of baseball has a long, deep 
history in the United States. It was created in 
the mid-1800s, formed into a league in 1901, 
and is now a multi-billion dollar business. 
The game has survived many scandals from 
the famous 1919 “Black Sox Scandal” to 
the notorious steroid era in the late 90’s and 
early 2000’s. The latest scandal or conspiracy 
lies within the baseball itself. The begging 
question every player, manager, and fan finds 
themselves asking is are the baseballs juiced? 
Others may be asking themselves what is a 
juiced baseball? A juiced baseball is an altered 
baseball that is made in order to produce more 
offensive output. 
 Major League Baseball purchased 
Rawlings in the middle of the 2018 season 
for an astounding 395-million dollars. This 
is significant because Rawlings has been the 
maker of the official game ball since 1977.  
Across the league, a record high 6,776 home 
runs were hit in 2019. That is 671 more home 
runs than the previous high of 6,105 back in 
2017. The MLB was accused of making the 
ball harder. The MLB denies this action saying 
that the ball is now proven to have been made 
more aerodynamic by changing the outer 
surface causing it to fly further when hit. 

 There is no denying the game has 
evolved over the years, from a “Dead-Ball 
Era” (1901-1919) (a time with low runs and 
home runs per game) to a “Live-Ball Era” 
(1920-present), which sees an increase in runs 
and home runs per game due to the change 
to Australian wool inside of the baseball that 
allows the ball to be more tightly wound. To 
put this into perspective, in 1910 the average 
amount of runs per game was 3.83 and the 
average amount of home runs per game was 
0.14, but by 1920 the average amount of 
runs per game had jumped to 4.36 with 0.26 
homers per game. Besides this significant 
change, baseballs have only slightly changed. 
The game has not had a notable change in runs 
per game, but has had a change in the way 
runs are scored. The average amount of runs 
per game had been about the same until 2010, 
besides a slight spike during the steroid era. 
Consequently, during this time the average 
amount of home runs has had a major increase. 
 Corresponding with the increase 
in power, there has also increased strike out 
numbers. While the ball does have an effect 
on the home run totals from 1920 to 2010, the 
players’ approach at the plate has also changed. 
The players are swinging for more home runs, 

increasing their strike out numbers. With new 
technology providing information on launch 
angle and exit velocity, more and more players 
are focused on hitting more home runs. In 1995, 
the average amount of strikeouts per game was 
at 6.3, and by 2019 that number increased to 
8.81. Strikeout numbers have gone up every 
year since 2005 and has increased by 17,398 
since 1995. 
 With the evidence presented, the 
conclusion that has been reached is that the 
ball is having some effect on the up tick in 
home runs, but there are other factors that 
factor in as well. For example, with modern 
technology such as film to scout, players are at 
an advantage. Another reason, is the pitchers’ 
increased pitch velocity, which makes sense 
that the harder a ball comes in, the harder it 
goes out. A final reason is that players are more 
prepared for games. Players of today show up 
at 2 o’clock for a 7 o’clock game compared 
to in the past when players would show up an 
hour or two before game. Players were only 
left with time take a few swings and be ready to 
go. These are all factors in the boost for home 
runs. So yes, the balls may be favoring hitters 
a little bit, but the hitters have also enhanced 
their way of playing the game.

Photos  courtesy of Google Images 
Changes in the game of baseball.
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Grant Stoner
Reporter

 The start of the playoffs is going to 
be bitter sweet for the Bulldogs as the end of 
the season is nearing. For the four seniors on 
the team, they had their senior night this past 
Monday. Despite their loss to North County, the 
girls still enjoyed the night that was dedicated 
to them. 
 The girls have three regular season 
games left until playoffs. They currently have 
a record of 15-19, with a league  record of 4-6. 
There is still a little bit of time to improve on 
their record. 
 Sikeston is hoping to make a deep 
playoff run. Having the four seniors will help 
with this experience. 
 They have no shortage of difference 
makers that can make or break their run. Senior 
Emma Drury’s pitching will be a tremendous 
help. 
 Senior Megan Witt is confident that 
her team will have a great run in the playoffs.  
 “We have been trying to come together 

Refuse to lose 

Photo courtesy of Sikeston softball

Players meet at the pitcher’s mound to discuss strategy. 

  In my last column that I wrote about the 
Cardinals I predicted that the team had what it takes 
to make a deep playoff run. As we can now see, it 
has become a reality. After a nerve racking first 
four games with the Braves, the Cardinals stomped 
the Braves in a decisive Game 5. This was the only 
game of the series where Redbird fans could breathe 
easily. 
 The Cardinals split the first two games of 
the series with the Braves. Following the split, the 
team then traveled back to St. Louis where they 
would blow a ninth inning lead and lose Game 3. 
Cardinal catcher Yadier Molina undoubtedly saved 
the season with a game tying single in the 8th inning 
of Game 4, followed by Molina’s walk off hit in the 
bottom of the 10th. 
 The Cardinal offense went to work early in 
Game 5 and tied an MLB postseason record with 
ten runs in the 1st inning. The Cardinals would 
go on to handle the Braves easily with a 13-1 win, 
sending them to the NLCS.
 If you will also recall my last Cardinals 
column, I stated that the one problem the team 
needed to fix was their closer situation. This has also 
been brought to the light after Carlos Martinez gave 
up three runs in the 9th inning of Game 1, which 
ended in a Cardinal win. It was emphasized when 
he blew a 9th inning lead in Game 3, giving up three 
more runs. In my opinion, Martinez doesn’t  need 
to be on the NLCS roster, but Mike Shildt is loyal 
to his players. Hopefully, his loyalty won’t cost the 
Cardinals the chance at a 12th World Series title. 
 Now, it’s time for yet another challenge. 
The Cardinals will face the Washington Nationals 
in a best of seven series. The Nationals have a solid 
starting rotation that features Stephen Strasburg 
and Max Scherzer. Pairing this rotation with a solid 
lineup, including Trea Turner, Anthony Rendon, 
and Juan Soto, makes for a scary opponent. One 
spot that has been a weakness for the Nationals 
throughout the year is their bullpen. I believe that 
the key to Cardinal success is getting the starters 
out early. Taking pitches and running up the pitch 
count needs to be a key component in the Cardinals 
strategy. It is without a doubt #TimeToFly!

Clark’s 
Clubhouse

Clark Steward
Sports Editor

as a team and work more cohesively. We are 
still figuring out what works and what doesn’t. 
We are moving people around because of the 
versatility that we have. This season has been 
a lot more fun because I have not stressed over 
wins and losses. Over the years I have realized 
that it’s just a game and it is supposed to be 
fun,” Witt ‘20 said.
 Coach Brown has been preparing and 
is confident in her teams’ play.
  “Primarily, we’re going to have to 
get our bats going.  I think we need to clean 
up our defense too to compete in the upcoming 
post season games. All of the teams are tough.  
We will have to play well to continue to 
advance through post season play. The impact 
these seniors have on our team is huge.  They 
have such great leadership skills and lead by 
example,” Brown said.  
 The start of the playoffs is going to be 
bittersweet for the Bulldogs as the end of the 
season is nearing. 

Photo courtesy of Sikeston softball
Emma Drury ‘20 stands on base.
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Traditions of Sikeston

       Photo Courtesy of Daniel Byrd
Sikeston Fall Homecoming Court 2019. 

       Photo Courtesy of Daniel Byrd
 Emma Drury is hugged by her brother, Sam, after being crowned Fall 

Homecoming Queen.

       Photo Courtesy of Daniel Byrd
Top three of Junior Miss Sikeston from left to right: Emma-Claire Self, 2nd Alternate; Zoie McDonald, 

Queen; and Emily Riley, 3rd Alternate.  

       Photo Courtesy of Daniel Byrd
Zoie McDonald is crowned Junior  Miss Sikeston.

       Photo Courtesy of Daniel Byrd        Photo Courtesy of Daniel Byrd
Top six of Miss Sikeston from left to right: Rory Jaynes, 4th Alternate; Reagan Collins, 2nd Alternate; Lakyn Kaminsky, 

Queen; Isabelle McGill, 1st Alternate; Emma Drury, 3rd Alternate; and Blaire Gordon, 5th Alternate.
Lakyn Kaminsky is crowned Miss Sikeston.


