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HOCO Tailgate

Photo Courtesy of Amy Blanton
Tailgate participants are eager to kick off the event.

John Myres
Distribution Manager

 No football game is complete without a 
proper tailgate, especially a game this important. 
In order to prep for a tense homecoming game 
against rival Cape Central, the SPS Foundation 
is coordinating a tailgate to get the night’s 
festivities off to a start.
 “The SPS Foundation Homecoming 
Tailgate is a fun community wide event. We 
are so appreciative of the support that we 
receive from our community and schools. 
Over 40 businesses, churches and schools 
are participating this year. The Homecoming 
Tailgate has become a Sikeston tradition. It is 
the perfect place to visit with friends, sample 
delicious food, and show our bulldog pride! 
The SHS band and cheerleaders will perform 
towards the end of the tailgate. Our goal is to 
raise $20,000 for the Sikeston Public Schools 

Foundation. Proceeds are used to fund SPS 
classroom teaching grants which enhance 
learning in classrooms across SPS. The tailgate 
will be from 4:30 p.m. until the game time on 
Friday, September 27. It is held in the SHS 
tennis court parking lot. Tickets are $5 each and 
can be purchased at the gate,” SPS Foundation 
Director Amy Blanton said.
 To those wondering what to expect at 
the tailgate, there are several attractions to look 
forward to. Buffalo Wild Wings will have a tent 
offering free samples of wings with a selection 
of sauces, every school will have their own tent 
offering food and games, and clubs such as the 
Bleacher Bums will have tents of their own set 
up.
 All of the proceeds of the event will 
go directly to the Sikeston Public Schools 

Foundation. The foundation specializes in 
ensuring the best possible education for future 
generations. Not only is the event a fun way to 
socialize with friends and sample amazing food, 
but it is also a great way to give back to the 
community.
  The tailgate is a part of Sikeston 
tradition and offers a plethora of fun for people 
of all ages. From face painting to food to 
performances, the tailgate has a wide variety of 
attractions that will not disappoint. 
 The tailgate will be held in the tennis 
court parking lot on Friday, September 7th prior 
to the football game. The official start time for 
the event is 4:30 p.m., and the tickets are $5.
 Make sure to come out to the tailgate 
and support local sponsoring businesses as well 
as the Sikeston Public Schools Foundation.
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Your Story isn’t over

Photo by Walk Bes;de Me
The Walk Bes;de Me logo.

 Walk Bes;de Me is a local group in 
Sikeston that consists of people who have been 
affected by suicide in some way. The people who 
make up this organization can be anyone from local 
law enforcement, to mental health professionals and 
teachers, or even regular concerned members of the 
community. 
 At this time last year, people of the 
community gathered together to walk in the annual 
Cotton Carnival Parade. 
 This group captivated those who lined the 
streets for the parade at just how loud the message 
can be of a silent group can be. 
 They joined together to walk silently while 
holding signs and spreading awareness about mental 
depression and suicide. These signs said everything 
from facts about how many high schoolers think 
about suicide, to all of the different hotline numbers 
that are available to contact. 
 This organization focuses towards 
breaking the silence around mental depression and 
suicide. The name Walk Bes;de Me is unique in 
the way where there is a semicolon in place of the 
‘I’. A semicolon can be a sign that someone may 
have gone through hard times, but their story is not 
over. Grammatically speaking, a semicolon means 
that the sentence is not finished and there is more 
coming. 
 Walk Bes;de Me was created to give others 
a support group for their loss and to offer hope.  

 “It was inspired by the many lives lost to 
suicide  in  our small  community,” McLane Barber 
said. 
 Walk Bes;de Me was started to let others 
know that they are not alone. 
 “Our mission is to raise awareness 
for suicide prevention by simply starting the 
conversation and to bring support during crisis. 
Our goal is to end the stigma surrounding mental 
health,” Barber said. 
 On Thursday, September 19, people of 
Sikeston had a Suicide Remembrance Walk at the 
Sikeston Complex to continue to spread awareness. 
 This walk was not only for those who 
have struggled with depression and suicide, but 
also those who have been affected by it with having 
family members who have experienced it. 
 “The response from the public has been 
overwhelming. There are so many people in the 
community who have been fighting their battle 
alone. Being able to bring mental health issues, 
specifically suicide awareness, into the light and 
talk about it has brought our community together,” 
Barber said. 
 You are not alone, and your story is not 
over. Text “hello” to 741741 to reach the Crisis Text 
Line, or call the Crisis number at 800-356-5395 
if you, or someone you  know, is having thoughts 
about suicide. Sikeston Public Schools are also 
willing to help and be there for any need. 

Shelby Hodgkiss
Co-Editor in Chief
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Are AP classes worth it?

Rory Jaynes ‘20

“It depends on the 
class. The ones 

that relate to what 
you want to do 

on the future are. 
Otherwise it’s just 

extra stress.”

Keon Graham ‘20

“Yes, taking AP 
classes and doing 
well in them gives 

you an edge on 
getting accepted 
into college. Plus 
you are smarter.”

Brynna Wiese ‘20

“Yes, it prepares 
you with the 

knowledge for 
college, and they 
help you explore 
your preferred 

study methods.”

Daniel Lawrence ‘21

“Yes. They teach 
you how to be 
responsible.”

Olivia Grant ‘21

“Yes, but only 
because Mrs. 

Vinson and Mr. 
Balsman are 

my two favorite 
people at this 

school.”

Max Worth ‘21

“Yes. If you make 
a 3 or higher 
on the exam, 
you have an 

opportunity to get 
college credit.”

Photo  courtesy of Google Images 
Most students see this AP seal on their end of the year exams.

 Are Advanced Placement classes worth 
all of the work they require? While AP classes are 
notorious for the college preparation they provide, 
many high schoolers only feel overwhelmed by the 
workload.
 Many students who sign up for Advanced 
Placement classes hope to improve their studying, 
writing, and test-taking skills. These attributes 
prepare students for rigorous college courses. 
Regular classes may not require as much work from 
students as AP classes do, leaving some students 
in the dark when it comes to what is expected in 
college. 
 At first, it seems as if AP classes are a no-

brainer, but one thing many new AP students 
do not expect is the amount of time the course 
takes up outside of the classroom. They 
demand a lot from students, and when it is 
exam season, students are expected to put all 
their energy into preparing. AP classes cannot 
be passed with minimal effort.
 Of course, the best person to ask an 
opinion on AP courses is an AP teacher herself. 
Ms. Meinke, teacher of AP Literature and AP 
Language has seen her share of students who 
were not the best fit for the class, but she 
still believes it is an opportunity with great 
advantages.
 “If you know you’re not a good test 
taker, then AP may not be for you. However, 
it is a good way to get college credit while 
the teachers still care enough to give you one 

on one help that you as a high school student 
might still require,” Ms. Meinke said.
 Senior Emily Boyd has taken four 
AP classes throughout high school while 
balancing many extracurriculars. She finds 
them beneficial but overwhelming at times.
 “I take AP classes because the heavy 
workload prepares you for college. The only 
negative is the workload itself,” Boyd ‘20 
said.
 In my opinion, AP classes are 
completely worth it if you are willing to do 
what is required. There may be some late 
nights spent with homework, but the work 
pays off. Through AP classes, I have greatly 
improved upon my essay writing and study 
habits. I highly recommend challenging 
courses to those who know they can handle it.

Isabelle McGill
Co-Editor

Photo  courtesy of Google Images 
High school students are engaged in a class discussion, a different method of learning.
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Grace Blanton
Managing & Design Editor

Lilly Beth Sutton
Reporter

Traditions of Sikeston continue

Who will win the crown?
    Photos Courtesy of  Grace Blanton and Shelby Hodgkiss
Contestants of Miss Sikeston and Junior Miss Sikeston pose.

Photos courtesy of Lilly Beth Sutton

 While the football team prepares for 
the homecoming game, six girls are anticipating 
the announcement of the 2019 Homecoming 
Queen. The fall homecoming court consists of a 
group of senior girls who are voted on by all fall 
senior athletes.
 Each fall senior athlete listed a few 
senior girls they considered as good candidates 
for the Homecoming Queen title. This year’s fall 
homecoming candidates are: Reagan Collins, 
Emma Drury, Blaire Gordon, Lakyn Kaminsky, 
Kylie Lossing, and Lilly Piepenbrok. All six 
girls were thrilled about being nominated. 

 “What makes you deserving of the 
title of Homecoming Queen?”
RC- “I am very involved, and I talk to everyone. 
I’ve never met a stranger! I would be honored 
to represent our community as the Homecoming 
Queen.”
ED- “I am honored to be nominated, and would 
love to represent our senior class.”
BG- “I make an effort to be nice to everyone 
and treat others with respect. It’s an honor and 
blessing to be nominated!”
LK- “I try my hardest to treat others how I want 
to be treated. My spirit shines through my role 

as one of the Head Cheerleaders!”
KL- “I’m dedicated with school spirit, and I’m 
involved in many clubs and activities. I feel 
honored to be a part of this court.”
LP- “The spirit of this town is mesmerizing, and 
I love being a part of that. Being homecoming 
queen would put my love for this school on 
display!”
 The entire student body votes during 
their Homeroom classes on who they want to 
receive the title.  The winner will be announced 
at halftime of the football game, followed by the 
crowing at the dance. 

 As the traditions of Homecoming 
continue at SHS this week, so do the traditions 
of Miss Sikeston and Junior Miss at the Cotton 
Carnival. Senior girls at Sikeston are the only 
ones eligible to participate in Miss Sikeston, 
and Junior Miss is only available to freshman at 
Sikeston. Junior Miss was held Thursday night. 
Miss Sikeston will be held Saturday night. 
 Many of the senior girls have looked 
forward to being in Miss Sikeston ever since 
they were little. Contestants are starting to 
get nerves and excitement as the pageant 
approaches. Macy Robison tells us about her 
excitement for the event.
 “I’m most excited to get out on the 
stage and give it my all. I just love the feeling 
I get when I speak to a crowd. The pageants 
are easily one of my favorite things about the 
Cotton Carnival,” Robison ‘20 said.
 Another aspect of Miss Sikeston the 
contestants look forward to is the top twelve 
contestants of the pageants get to become a 
calendar girl. The first issue of every month 

following the pageant, one of the girls from 
top twelve is featured on the front page of 
the The Standard Democrat with the name of 
the current month. This is a great opportunity 
for the residents of Sikeston to see what girls 
represent the town that year.
 Junior Miss is an opportunity for 
freshman girls to get out of their comfort zone 
and try new things. It is one of the first memories 
that these girls will make while in high school. 
Blaire Durham shared her feelings about being 
a contestant in Junior Miss.
 “I’m nervous and excited. I’ve never 
been in a pageant before, so I decided to step 
out of my comfort zone to try something new,” 
Durham ‘23 said.
 The thrill for those participating in 
Miss Sikeston is beginning to increase as it gets 
closer and closer to pageant time. Good luck to 
all contestants in the Miss Sikeston pageant, and 
great job to the contestants of Junior Miss. The 
results of Junior Miss are already in, but were 
not ready at the time of press. 

Emma DruryReagan Collins Blaire Gordon Lakyn Kaminsky Kylie Lossing Lilly Piepenbrok
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Charlie Cox
Reporter

SHS has Skills(USA)

 SkillsUSA is a national non-profit 
organization that specializes in teaching 
students to be a  part of a skilled workforce 
in their future. Over the summer, many 
students from SHS were given the opportunity 
to compete at the national convention in 
Louisville, Kentucky. 
 The students from SHS that competed 
at nationals were Malena Compass, Colby 
Henson, Alyssa Hillis, Emily McHaffie, and 
Audrey Whitten. Hillis competed in the Screen 
Printing event. McHaffie, Compass, and 
Whitten competed in the Promotional Bulletin 
Board Event. This team of three had to create a 
bulletin board that helped promote SkillsUSA.
They also had to present their bulletin board 
and explain the creation process of it. Jalin 
Anderson competed in Advertising Design.
 “The promotional bulletin board 
event went pretty well for me and our team. I 
learned a lot about what SkillsUSA has to offer 
and also learned leadership skills that I hope to 
use in my future career,” Compass ‘19 said.
 One of the standout performances at 
the national convention was from SHS’s own 
Colby Henson. Henson achieved first place in 
his event at the national convention;  competing 
in the graphic imaging  sumblimination event. 
In his event, Henson had to design T-shirts, 

license plates, and coffee mugs. 
 “Colby has been around SkillsUSA 
since he was 4 years old.  He has seen year 
to year what it takes to be successful in our 
organization.  Last year, he was able to take 
my class for one hour so we put him in the 
contest just to get experience. He ended up 
winning the state contest and moving on to 
Nationals where he ended up placing second 
as a sophomore.  This gave him a lot of drive 
to learn more about his contest and gave him 
a goal to get back to Nationals this past year.  
His exact words when he finished his last event 
in his contest this year, was ‘I just a got a gold 
medal’ and that is what he accomplished.  He 
is the first student in school history to place at 
Nationals twice.  Getting second and first back-
to-back years at the National level is unheard 
of. Most students that make it Nationals will 
never know that feeling.  It is very rewarding 
as a teacher, but even more so as a father.  To 
see your student and son succeed is probably 
the proudest I have ever been as an educator 
and a father. I know how much time he put in 
to be prepared this year and it was probably 
the most excited I have ever been seeing a 
students’ name come across the board for 
first place at Nationals.  I am excited see what 
the future holds for him,” Mr. Brian Henson, 

SkillsUSA Sponsor, said. 
 Mr. Henson has been heavily involved 
with SkillsUSA for over fifteen years. During 
his tenure with SkillsUSA he has displayed 
unwavering passion for the organization.
 “Seeing students succeed in my class 
in competitions has impacted me most as an 
educator.  Our class has had three students 
win national contest, two win silver medals 
and one bronze on the national level. On the 
state level have been extremely successful 
each year. Seeing my students get out of their 
comfort zones and preparing for something 
they have never done is what excites me as a 
teacher. I always tell people, that win I see the 
excitement on their faces when they do well 
and also the disappointment in their faces lets 
me know they gave it their all and that they 
care,” Mr. Henson said.
 These students have achieved 
something that will stay with them for the 
rest of their lives. The SkillsUSA national 
convention competitors worked tirelessly 
to prepare for their events. These students 
learned leadership skills, team building 
strategies, and other things that will help create 
a skilled workforce for the United States. 
Congratulations to all who competed at the 
national event of SKILLSUSA. 

Photos  courtesy of Brian Henson
Colby Henson brings home the gold and stands with other National medalists.
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Mint and menthol 
products make up close 
to 75% of Juul’s average 

revenue. 

A mysterious vaping-
related pulmonary disease 
has sickened 380 people 

in 36 states and resulted in 
seven deaths. 

According to the National 
Institute on Drug Abuse, 

13.2% of teens say 
there’s nicotine in their 
e-cigarette, 5.8% claim 

that their device contains 
marijuana, and 13.7% 

In 2017, a study showed 
that those who don’t smoke 
were four times more likely 
to start smoking cigarettes 

after only 18 months of 
vaping. 

Manufactures aren’t 
legally required to list 

every ingredient in their 
e-cigarettes, so users don’t 

truly know what they’re 
inhaling.

1 juul pod = 20 cigarettes 
worth of nicotine.

Mia Arndt
Reporter 

 Considering the nicotine concentration of a 
Juul pod is among the highest of any other e-cigarette 
product, it’s no wonder why there’s been a 78% jump 
of use in teenagers from 2017 to 2018. Health and 
Human Services secretary, Alex M. Azar, said that 
in recent studies, it was reported that five million 
minors across the United States had been using 
e-cigarette products within the last thirty days. At a 
time when hundreds of teenagers have been sickened 
by e-cig related diseases, thousands of health 
professionals are urging users to quit while they can. 
 The mysterious lung disease has shocked 
the nation, affecting 380 people in 36 states and 
resulting in seven deaths. In all cases, the patient 
has admitted to e-cigarette use. An e-cigarette is 
defined as any battery-operated device that heats 
a liquid and delivers an aerosolized product to 
the user. This includes e-cigarettes used for the 
delivery of nicotine as well as those used for the 
delivery of THC or cannabis products. E-cigarettes, 
also known as vapes, have caused diseases that 
have taken the lives of people in Illinois, Kansas, 
California, Indiana, Minnesota, and Oregon. While 
many have passed away, others are still fighting the 
disease. Many patients affected by the pulmonary 
illness have a combination of respiratory, 
gastrointestinal, and constitutional symptoms. The 
Wisconsin Department of Health Services and the 
Illinois Department of Public Health have reported 

the median age of the victims is 19 years old. 
 As the number of victims grows, the 
big question remains. What are the long term 
health effects of vaping and when will we know? 
Scientists and medical professionals across the 
country continue to wonder with us, although the 
suspected results aren’t looking good. Studies 
have found vapes to contain lead, nickel, tin, 
silver, formaldehyde, manganese, toluene, and 
other chemicals linked to cancer and central 
nervous system problems. As this generation is 
essentially the first to have a widespread vaping 
problem, only in decades to come will we truly 
understand the effects of vaping on users’ health.
 When asked about their attempt at quitting, 
an anonymous student spoke about the experience. 
“When I first started juuling,” anonymous said, “I 
never expected to get addicted. When I decided to 
quit, I realized I was hooked. Quitting was super 
hard, but now that I’m done, sports are easier and 
I can feel a difference at practice. I’m glad I quit 
when I did.” Minors everywhere are experiencing 
the same phenomenon; deciding to give it a try 
and soon becoming addicted. While many teens 
decide not to quit, more and more are realizing 
the true health effects behind the smoke. As 
more and more cases of illness emerge publicly, 
many are beginning to realize the true danger 
behind a seemingly “safe” alternative to smoking.

Health effects of Juuls cause governmental action

 On September 11, President Trump said 
in a meeting with the government’s top health 
officials, “We can’t allow people to get sick, 
and we can’t have our kids being so affected.” 
This all stemmed from Trump’s decision to 
implement a ban on all flavored e-cigarette 
products including mint and menthol. With the 
growing panic arising from country-wide disease, 
President Trump was urged by many to take action. 
 Following his announcement of the ban, 
big brand producers like Juul are in panic mode. 
These major manufacturers claim that mint and 
menthol products should not be seen as flavors 
considering traditional tobacco products have 
always offered mint products. The FDA and the 
Trump Administration fight back saying that mint 
and menthol products are flavors widely popular 
among teens, so the flavors should be outlawed in an 
attempt to prevent teen addiction. Those in favor of 
the flavor ban argue that the introduction of flavored 
products was an attempt to hook the nations teens 
on nicotine. Flavored products are, in fact, the most 
popular e-cigarette products on the market, and 
studies show that mint and menthol products make 
up close to 75% of Juul’s rapidly rising revenue. 
 Not only does the FDA disapprove of 
flavored products gaining popularity, the FDA is not 
happy with Juul specifically. A federal law passed 
in 2009 requires tobacco companies to obtain 
explicit FDA approval before selling “modified 

risk tobacco products’ - anything that is allegedly 
less dangerous than other tobacco products for sale. 
In a letter written to Juul, the FDA claimed Juul 
had wrongfully convinced consumers that using 
their product is less dangerous than traditional 
tobacco products through their “Make the Switch” 
campaign. Juul argues that their slogan, “Make the 
Switch” does not imply that Juul is in any way safer 
than traditional tobacco products. Those opposing 
Juul say that the word “switch” implies switching to 
Juul is a safer life-style choice, while Juul has never 
been approved as a safer alternative to smoking. 
 With the pressure continuing to build, Juul 
has a decision to make. They can lobby for a less 
comprehensive ban that allows mint and menthol 
pods to remain on the market, or they can allow 
the ban to pass without a fight. If the company 
decides to fight the ban, Juul could preserve their 
rising revenue, although fighting the ban could 
greatly effect the continually worsening public 
opinion of Juul. On the other hand, Juul could 
decide to allow the ban to pass peacefully, and 
by doing so, eliminate copycat products and do 
away with an even bigger threat: the possibility 
of the FDA taking Juul’s products off the market 
altogether. All this being said, Juul isn’t the only 
one with a decision to make. Americans everywhere 
are making the choice to quit after learning that 
they were falsely convinced juuling was safer than 
smoking. Don’t just “make the switch,” quit for good.

Legal ActionHealth Effects
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Blitzing towards success

Ethan Presley
Opinion Editor

• September 27- 

Fall Homecoming

• September 26/28- 

Cotton Carnival 

Pageants

• September 27- 

Sikeston Football 

vs. Cape

• September 28- 

Sikeston Softball 

at Jackson 

Tournament

• October 5-        

FBLA Show 

Me Leadership 

Conference

 Each time it comes around, many 
students take the ACT test in hopes of 
achieving their desired scores. While some 
students decide upon taking the test without 
any sort of preparation, many decide to 
partake in the ACT Blitz. The ACT Blitz is a 
test prep course that takes place before each 
ACT test. The course covers all four subjects 
included in the ACT, and is taught by Ms. 
Wanda Throop, Mrs. Sally Lape, Mrs. Libby 
Caskey, and Ms. Betsy Hunter.
 “When teaching our course, we take 
a unique approach, we teach students how to 
take the test,” Throop said. 
 The ACT Blitz course focuses 
primarily on addressing the various types of 
questions that will be on the test, rather than 
the actual information that might be included 
within it. 
 “We teach strategies that will help 
students recognize how to answer specific 

types of questions. The questions are very 
predictable, so the more practice that students 
have in answering these questions, the better 
they will score,” Lape said.
 The course takes an entire day to 
prepare and uses past tests to give students a 
practice experience that is as close to reality 
as possible. 
 “We conduct an all-day course 
before each ACT test that takes place during 
the school year. Students are able to apply the 
strategies that we teach them to a released 
ACT test and take these tests with them for 
further study,” Caskey said. 
 Alongside the ACT Blitz, the four 
academic coaches also offer free tutoring at the 
YMCA before each test. These opportunities 
assist many students in acquiring a good ACT 
score as well as strengthening their academic 
capabilities, and the student body greatly 
appreciates them.  
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Tyler Gilmer
Reporter

Should college athletes be paid?

 A California bill has been passed 
to the state’s Governor Newsom that would 
allow college athletes to receive pay through 
endorsement deals. Professional athletes have 
expressed strong support for the bill, while the 
NCAA has publicly denounced it and warned 
about the consequences that would come to 
college programs if the law was passed.
 The bill, named the “Fair Pay to 
Play Act” would allow athletes attending 
one of California’s colleges/universities (not 
including community colleges), to receive 
indirect pay from endorsements if it does 
not interfere with the school’s contract. The 
Senate and Assembly both passed the bill with 
unanimous decision, and Governor Newsom 
has to sign or veto it or else the bill will become 
law regardless on January 1, 2023.
 This Act, under Senate Bill 206, was 
introduced by Senator Nancy Skinner.
 “College athletes have been exploited 
by a deeply unfair system. The NCAA, the 
universities, the media- they’ve made billions 
of dollars on the talent of athletes, while the 
athletes have not received anything,” stated 
Skinner.
 This topic has caused a large 
discussion in the athletic world, with many 

believing that college athletes should benefit 
from the billions of dollars that they bring to 
their college and the NCAA. These supporters 
think that paying these players will help 
increase their financial stability. Among the 
advocates for the bill are NBA star Lebron 
James and Senator Bernie Sanders.
 James, who skipped college to enter 
into the NBA before current rules and whose 
14 year old son will enter college soon, urged 
Californians in a tweet:
 “Call your politicians and tell them 
to support SB 206!  This law is a GAME 
CHANGER.  College athletes can responsibly 
get paid for what they do and the billions they 
create,” James said. 
 Sen. Sanders, who is currently 
running his presidential campaign and has 
strongly supported free college education, 
replied to James with his own tweet.
 “College athletes are workers. Pay 
them,” Sanders said.
 On the other side of the argument, 
former NFL quarterback Tim Tebow and the 
NCAA have shown strong objection to the 
bill, hinting at critical changes it would make 
to college athletics.
 Tim Tebow, a Florida alumnus and 

current broadcaster voiced his strong opinions 
on how the law would change the nature of 
college athletics in a segment of First Take.
 “But now we’re changing it from 
‘us’...from being an alumni where I care, 
which makes college sports special, to then 
okay it’s not about ‘us,’ it’s not about ‘we.’ It’s 
just about ‘me.’ … It changes what’s special 
about college football. We turn it into the NFL, 
where who has the most money, that’s where 
you go,” Tebow said.
 The NCAA has publicly denounced 
the Fair Pay to Play Act and sent a letter 
to Governor Newsom, warning of the 
consequences if the bill were to be made law.
 “If the bill becomes law and 
California’s 58 NCAA schools are compelled 
to allow an unrestricted name, image and 
likeness scheme, it would erase the critical 
distinction between college and professional 
athletics and, because it gives those schools 
an unfair recruiting advantage, would result 
in them eventually being unable to compete in 
NCAA competitions,” Newsom said.
 The Fair Pay to Play Act becoming  
law would allow college athletes in California 
to be paid, which could spread to all NCAA 
programs for better or worse.

Photo  courtesy of Google Images 
Mark Allen Emmert and David Singleton would both be impacted by althetes being paid to play. 
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Grant Stoner
Reporter

Hayden Alcorn
Reporter

 The girls’ volleyball team is working 
hard to make a comeback after starting off the 
season with an 0-8 record. They have been 
working together during practice in order to build 
team chemistry. Team chemistry is important in 
every sport and can help better a team’s overall 
performance. 
 Despite their losing record, Coach 
Pullen is confident in her team’s ability to turn 
their season around. 
  “We’ve had a slow start to our season, 
but we have many matches left. The girls have 
so much talent that I am looking forward to 
seeing in the second half of our season.”
 “We had a team bonding day when 
we went to Cape for lunch, watched SEMO 
Redhawks Volleyball and then went for ice 
cream. We all had so much fun, and it was a 
great day for us as a team. Another highlight is 
watching how hard the girls fight on the court. 
They do not give up and show that each match,” 
Pullen said.
 The team’s chemistry can improve the 
way the girls play.

 You just got served

Lady Dogs on the rise
    Photo Courtesy of Semoball.

Alivia Cobb ‘20 fights for the ball.

Photo courtesy of Alex Wallner
Emma Drury ‘20 pitching.

 “We focus on each and every match in 
different ways, but the next few weeks we will 
be playing some great teams such as Jackson, 
Puxico, and Kennett with a few tournaments 
that will have some high level competition,” 
Pullen said.
 The  girls  have 11 matches left in the 
regular season. With plenty of time left, the 
girls and their coaches are confident that they 
can turn their season around for the better. 
 The  girls  work  extremely  hard and 
would love to have your support at their next 
home match.

    Photo Courtesy of Semoball.
Emily McHaffie ‘20 jumping to hit the ball.

 The lady Bulldogs’ have had a streak of 
success to start this season. After finishing with 
a 6-13 record in 2018, the Bulldog’s have started 
out 4-4 already winning half of the games in 
just eight games. The team’s success to start the 
season is linked to having many versatile players 
and strong senior leadership.
 “One big difference this year is having 
more options with players.  I have a several 
younger players who contribute, not just fill a 
space in the line up. Emma Drury has been a 
tremendous leader for our team.  She has the 
skills, the attitude, and the right way of projecting 
that with her teammates.  Two other seniors who 
have been positive leaders on the team are Megan 
Witt and Naudia Lazcano. Meg and Naudia are 
both showing a lot of versatility playing both 
infield and outfield while encouraging their 
teammates. I think this is proving that they want 
what’s best for the team and they’re willing to 
do whatever it takes to make the team better,”  
Coach Laura Brown said.
 The team also had Drury ‘20 take home 
the Semoball Player of the Week award with 895 
votes. Drury had an outstanding week, tally a 

triple, a home run, three runs scored, and four 
runs batted in between two games. Drury has 
been a standout for the team as a leader and as a 
player.
 “We are all so incredibly proud of 
Emma for winning Semoball Player of the 
Week.  She certainly deserves it too! She’s a 
great player and contributes to the team in all 
areas,” Brown said.
 “It’s an honor to be voted as Semoball 

player of the week. This is one way of knowing 
that hard work and dedication pays off. I thank 
God for the opportunity. We as a team are making 
improvements towards one common goal as a 
team and not as individuals. We encourage and 
support each other to give our best no matter 
what,” Drury said. 
 The girls look to continue their success 
at the Jackson Tournament over the weekend 
and would love your support.



Clark Steward
Sports Editor

 Sikeston football is preparing to take 
on a bitter rival, Cape Central, this Friday night. 
Not only is this a rivalry game, but it is also a 
district match-up for the two teams, as well as 
Sikeston’s homecoming game. After Sikeston 
defeated Cape Central in last year’s game, the 
Bulldogs will look to repeat their success this 
time around. 
 “I think that anytime you play a 
homecoming game or anytime you play a rivalry 
game, the kids are going to be up. They’re gonna 
be excited to play. They’re gonna be excited to 
play. It’s a little added incentive that they may 
not always have. We’re looking forward to 
playing against Cape Central. Of course, the 
fact that Coach Gibbs is up there now is just 
another incentive for our kids to play well and 
compete every down,” defensive coordinator, 
Josh Hopkins said.
 The team is coming off a 53-0 loss to 
possibly the best team in the SEMO Conference, 
the Jackson Indians. After giving up 45 points 
in the first half, the Bulldogs showed some 
positives while holding the Indians to only 8 
second half points. Following this loss, the 
team’s record had dropped to 1-3 on the season, 
but there’s still a lot of season left.
 The game this Friday night will be very 
personal to many players and coaches from both 
sides. Sikeston will not only be playing their 
homecoming game, but they will also be taking 
on former head coach, Kent Gibbs. Gibbs left 
the program this past season as he decided to 
desert the team and has gone on to lead a rival, 
the Cape Central Tigers, to a 2-2 record thus far.
 “I’ve never had to call a defense against 
his offense before. I’m looking forward to that 
challenge. I’m looking forward to playing that 

chess game. It’s something that I’ve been looking 
forward to for a while. We’re excited about this. 
We kind of know each other, so that’s a benefit. 
We know what the other one is gonna do. We’ll 
just see how it plays out.” Hopkins said.
 Some feel that playing against Gibbs 
may prove to be an advantage for the Bulldogs, 
both strategically and motivationally. 
 “As players, we know a lot of things 
that he likes to do. That’ll help the players, as 
well as the coaches, to know his tendencies,” 
quarterback, Gage Rolwing ‘20 said.
 Rolwing rejoined the team for practice 
on Monday for the first time in two weeks. 
After sitting out with an ankle injury, Rolwing 
is looking to return to the field this week. Being 
a senior leader, as well as the usual starting 
quarterback, Rolwing is looking to make a 
contribution on the field this week.
 “I’m going to do as much as I can to 
help our team. I’m trying to get back into the 
groove of things this week at practice,” Rolwing 
‘20 said.
 Many players agree that playing under 
Friday night lights is an awesome experience. 
Playing in a homecoming game is like icing on 
the cake.
 “I’m excited to finally be able to come 
back and play. I’m looking forward to playing in 
this great atmosphere,” Rolwing ‘20 said.
 After a slow start to the season, the 
Bulldogs are looking to turn it around in this big 
game. Many people are expecting a competitive 
match-up between these two familiar foes.
 The Bulldogs are taking on the Cape 
Central Tigers tonight at Sikeston Public Schools 
Stadium. The game will start at 7:00. The team 
would love to have everyone’s support.

Here come the kitties

Photo courtesy of Semoball
Joseph Heckemeyer ‘23 being tackled by a Poplar Bluff player.

 Year after year Antonio Brown is one of 
the top wide receivers in the NFL. This year, not 
so much. However, it isn’t his on-field play that is 
costing him. It’s his life off of the football field that 
is ruining his career. 
 It all began with a dispute over his football 
helmet. After the NFL and NFL Players Association 
determined that many current helmets did not meet 
safety standards, Antonio Brown was outraged. 
This is because his favorite helmet was on the list of 
unsuitable helmets. Brown filed multiple grievances  
and even sat out of preseason games and practices. 
 After holding out of most of the preseason, 
the Raiders decided to part ways with the star wide 
receiver. Following his release, Brown elected to 
sign with the defending Super Bowl champions, the 
New England Patriots. 
 Brown joined the Patriots and played 
a game with his new team, even recording a 
touchdown. Just as soon as everyone thought the 
crazy train was over, it proved to be just getting 
started.
 Brown is now being sued by former trainer 
Britney Taylor over sexual assault allegations. He 
was also accused of sexual misconduct by another 
woman. 
 Following all of this, Brown decided to 
send an intimidating group message to the female 
artist who accused him of sexual misconduct. That 
was the last straw for the Patriots. New England 
made the right decision and decided to release 
Antonio Brown. 
 So, after being cut by two different teams, 
Brown announced on Twitter that he won’t play in 
the NFL anymore. I don’t buy that one bit. I think 
he’s just saying all of this because he is afraid no 
team will want to sign him. This is his way of 
protecting his ego. 
 No matter how good a player is, no one is 
worth the trouble that Brown puts teams through.  
He is a cancer in the locker room. I for one hope 
that he stays true to his word and never plays in 
the NFL again. A league without the distraction 
of Antonio Brown is a league that I will be more 
willing to watch and support. 

Clark’s 
Clubhouse

Clark Steward
Sports Editor
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Bulldog Athletics in action

       Photo Courtesy of Semoball
 Jacob Lovell ‘20 drives towards the goal against Saxony Lutheran.

       Photo Courtesy of Semoball
Spencer Clay ‘21 fights for the ball with an Anna-Jonesboro defender.

       Photo Courtesy of Semoball
Emily McHaffie ‘20 spikes the volleyball against Poplar Bluff.

       Photo Courtesy of Semoball
Mackenzie Conway ‘22 takes the first serve at home.

       Photo Courtesy of  Semoball
Megan Witt 20’ slides into the home plate.

       Photo Courtesy of Semoball
Joseph Heckemeyer ‘23 lunges for the end zone at Poplar Bluff.


