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New year, new leadership

       Photo Courtesy of Dr. Tony Robinson
Sikeston superintendent, Dr. Tony Robinson. 

Clark Steward
Sports Editor

 On July 1, the Sikeston R-6 Board of Education announced that the district had 
found someone to fill the empty position of superintendent, an opening created by the 
retiring of Mr. Tom Williams. That person is Dr. Anthony Robinson.
 “I’m extremely excited to be here. I love this community. I love the people 
that I run into. I love how positive and supportive everyone has been. I think we are 
going to accomplish some great things, and I’m just looking forward to all of these great 
accomplishments,” Dr. Robinson said.
 Dr. Robinson graduated high school from McCluer North in St. Louis. He received 
a bachelor’s degree from Evangel College while playing football, and went on to receive a 
master’s degree from Missouri Western State University. After teaching and coaching for 
several years, he then decided to go back to school and later received a doctoral degree in 
education administration.
 Dr. Robinson is also very familiar with southeast Missouri and the surrounding 
communities. He previously served as the deputy superintendent for Cape Girardeau 
schools. 
 After being hired into this new position, Dr. Robinson hit the ground running. He 
has already set goals for this school district, and has even begun working to achieve those 
goals.
 “I have many goals for our school district. I would like for our school to be 
accredited with distinction. I would like to increase our academic rigor. I would like to 
upgrade some of our facilities, such as C-Building and our elementary schools. I would 
also like to upgrade technology. I want teachers and students in our buildings to be able to 
access data,” Dr. Robinson said. 
 Dr. Robinson has not only enjoyed working in our schools, but he also has become 
close with the community. 
 “The support of this community has really stuck out to me. I have experienced a 
very friendly atmosphere. People have just been really open, and they genuinely want to 
help and support our students. I love that. Everyone from business leaders to community 
members just want to do what’s best for our kids,” Robinson said.
 Facilities are one thing that Dr. Robinson plans to attack immediately. On 
September 5, the town hall discussed some of the infrastructure issues in our school district. 
He also wants to be able to supply administrators and teachers with lots of data. With big 
plans already on his mind, Dr. Robinson has given the members of this community plenty 
of reasons to be optimistic about the direction of our schools.

“The support of this community has really 
stuck out to me. I have experienced a very 
friendly atmosphere. People have just been 

really open, and they genuinely want to help 
and support our students.”

-Dr. Robinson
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Favorite things
about SPS 

Photos courtesy of Google Images
Several pictures that capture the spirit of Sikeston Public Schools

 Sikeston Public Schools are hands-
down the best in Southeast Missouri. The rich 
tradition, amazing school community, excellent 
extracurriculars, and many other things come 
together to create a school system that is truly 
unlike any other. While each student has a 
different favorite aspect of the school system, they 
all realize how great our schools are and rarely 
take anything for granted. 
 Many Sikeston students’ favorite thing 
about our schools is the school spirit that each 
and every student shares. Every sporting event is 
packed with students and parents alike who fill 
the air with an unquantifiable energy. Athletes 
appreciate this more than most due to the fact 
that they are the ones that fans come to support. 
Having an enormous crowd show up to cheer you 
on over and over again is a great feeling, one that 
athletes always remember. 
 Two clubs that play an important role 
in bringing school spirit to sporting events are 
BUMS and Red Peppers. BUMS has been around 
for almost fifty years while Red Peppers is in its 
ninety-first year. Both clubs attend games and are 
the main contributors towards getting the student 
body involved in attending sporting events. 
BUMS and Red Peppers are many of the students’ 
absolute favorite thing about Sikeston. Football, 
Basketball, and every other sport would be 

drastically different without the two clubs showing 
up to their games.
 Many students love the variety of clubs 
offered at Sikeston Public Schools. The many 
clubs allow students to express themselves by 
joining an organization to do something together 
that they all enjoy doing. Virtually every interest 
has a respective club to go along with it, and each 
club has a group of sponsors to help make sure 
every student who wants to join can. 
 Another favorite aspect of Sikeston 
Public Schools is the excellent staff that we have. 
Sikeston students feel as though teachers are 
always there to help with challenges and offer 
guidance. Sikeston carefully grooms prospective 
teachers to ensure that they always hire the best 
people for the job.
 Personally, my favorite aspect of Sikeston 
Public Schools is the sports environment. Going 
to games with friends throughout the year and 
cheering on our teams in close games has been 
truly unforgettable. These events bring a certain 
life to a school year that, at times, tends to drag 
on. Being a member of BUMS every year of my 
high school life, as well as being an officer this 
year,  has created countless memories that I will 
forever look back on. However, everyone has had 
different experiences, so I’m sure that every aspect 
of Sikeston is a favorite to someone. 

Ethan Presley
Opinion Editor
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What is your favorite thing about SPS?
“I like the amount and 
variety of electives offered 
here at Sikeston.” 

Tylen Brown ‘20

“My favorite thing about 
Sikeston is the school spirit 
among all of the students.”

Macy Robison ‘20

“My favorite part of 
Sikeston is Red Peppers 
because it gave me the 
chance to meet new people 
and stay involved.”

Audra McMillen ‘21

“The students, teachers, 
and everyone I’ve gotten to 
know have been my favorite 
parts about Sikeston Public 
Schools.”

Marcus White ‘21

“My favorite thing is how 
everyone here is really 
supportive no  matter what 
you do and how it’s easy 
to try new things because 
people always have your 
back.”

Noah Mason ‘22

“I love how the teachers are 
so supportive and how they 
love doing their job. They 
make me feel comfortable 
asking questions.”

Hailey Barker ‘22

“I love how all the teachers 
here are positive and try to 
help us have a good day if 
we’re feeling down.”

Blair Durham ‘23

“I like the freedom that we 
have. I also like the amount 
of opportunities that are 
available to us.”

Hunter Breeden ‘23
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Isabelle McGill
Co-Editor in Chief

Pep, spice, and everything nice

    Photos Courtesy of Brynna Wiese
Sikeston Red Peppers enjoy the Greenie Parade and first football game.

 The ninety-first year of Red Peppers 
started off with an action-packed weekend. Fun 
Night, the Greenie Parade, and the first home 
football game gave the Sikeston Red Peppers 
every opportunity possible to showcase their 
pep and tradition. 
 On Thursday, September 29, new 
members, better known as greenies, turned in 
their Red Pepper requirements at Fun Night 
before participating in games, pictures, and 
chants. This year already seems promising 
with the amount of new members. There are 
98 greenies, and these new members span each 
grade. 
 “I’m excited to work with girls that I 
have watched grow up, especially my daughter. 
This year will be very special!” Red Pepper 
sponsor Jennifer Hodgkiss said.
 This year, Fun Night was the first 
Red Pepper event for greenies. However, 
the festivities were even more special for the 
seniors, who are cherishing their lasts. 
 “This year, the atmosphere at Fun 
Night was a lot different, mainly because I am 
a senior. The games were definitely a lot more 
enjoyable and everyone really did work as a 
team. No one was singled out and that’s what is 

so great about Red Peppers, it brings everyone 
together. I’m so happy to finally be a senior 
and I can’t wait to graduate, but I will without 
a doubt miss this organization,” Miranda Witt 
‘20 said. 
 After school on Friday, old and new 
members alike walked downtown in the Greenie 
Parade, a long-standing Red Pepper tradition. 
Red Pepper officers and senior cheerleaders 
lead chants from the front of the parade to 
exhibit school spirit and the organization’s love 
for Sikeston. The long, sweaty, and loud walk 
through town is always overshadowed by the 
excitement and fun the girls have. 
 Freshmen that have yet to experience 
the atmosphere of Red Peppers saw more of 
how the Red Pepper section feels during the 
parade. 
 “I absolutely loved it! It was so fun 
to cheer on Sikeston with some of my best 
friends,” Emma Qualls ‘23 said. 
 Just a few hours after the parade, 
the Red Pepper section was filled from top 
to bottom for the first football game against 
Vashon. Anticipation of members for football 
season has been building all summer, and 
all of the peppers were ready to cheer on the 

Bulldogs. 
 The first game was also the first 
opportunity for the new Red Pepper officers to 
stand on the rail and lead the section, including 
Cayenne Shelby Hodgkiss. 
 “The game was super fun and 
everyone had a lot of energy. I can’t wait to see 
what the rest of the year is like if the first game 
was that awesome. As Cayenne, I get to lead 
some of my best friends alongside some of my 
best friends. It’s still kind of hard to believe, but 
I’m soaking all of it in” Shelby Hodgkiss ‘20 
said. 
 Although Sikeston cheerleaders 
are Red Peppers, the girls have a different 
perspective of the organization from the 
sidelines.
 “The excitement from the Red Pepper 
section keeps the energy of the cheerleaders up. 
The support from students makes Sikeston such 
a unique atmosphere for sports,” Mia Arndt ‘21 
said.
 The Red Peppers cannot wait to cheer 
each team to victory for this upcoming school 
year. The 91st year of Red Peppers is sure to 
be accompanied by pep, spirit, and a sea of red 
each Friday. 



September 6, 2019                                    Student Life                                                5

Mia Arndt
Reporter

Lilly Beth Sutton
Reporter

Sikeston learning virtually

Putting child nutrition first

    Photo Courtesy of Google Images
A child learning from the Gateway Virtual Academy.

Photo  courtesy of Google Images 
An example of the food served through SFE.

 A new lunch program has 
arrived at SHS this year. It serves as a 
free food source for all students.
 The adopted program was 
created by a company called the 
Southwest Foodservice Excellence. 
At SFE, or Southwest Foodservice 
Excellence, their goal is to provide 
healthy, but delicious, meals that are 
available for all students.
 The meals provided by the 
company are completely free for 
every student at our school. SFE 
provides the widest variety of custom 
meals that are approved by students 
all across the world. The meals are 
specifically made to reflect good taste 
and visual appeal.
 Many students at are our 
school are adapting to the new lunch 
program. Opinions vary when it 
comes to personal enjoyment of the 
food, but all can agree the service is a 
great resource.
 “I like the food more than 

I did last year. I really like that it is 
available to everyone. It is a great idea 
for our school,” Tommy Gilmore ‘21 
said.
 The new program has 
resulted in some controversy, though. 
Most students are willing to try and 
enjoy the new meals. Some students 
are struggling. Not everyone is a huge 
fan of the food itself.
 “I think the idea of the 
program is nice and I enjoy knowing 
that the food is healthy, but I still don’t 
like the food as much as I wish I did.” 
Devin Robinson ‘21 said.
 While some students might 
not like all of the meals, most agree 
that it has helped to enhance our 
school’s environment. 
 Overall, SFE has improved 
student life throughout our school. 
Students are more excited about 
eating meals, especially knowing that 
they can eat for free. Our school has 
benefited from SFE. 

 Learning is no longer limited to 
the classroom with the Gateway Virtual 
Academy. Students kindergarten through 
twelfth grade have the opportunity to take 
virtual learning courses.
 Online courses can provide 
students the opportunity to take additional 
classes beyond those that are offered on 
campus. Dr. Jodi Glidewell is in charge of 
the Gateway Virtual Academy. 
 “It can be beneficial for students 
who need more flexibility in their schedule 
due to the need to work, if they have children, 
have medical needs, those who experience 
anxiety in the traditional educational setting, 
or those who travel due to being an athlete 
or performer,” Dr. Glidewell said.  
 The program is available to all 
students at SHS. The Gateway Virtual 
Academy is free for everyone, and everyone 
is eligible as long as the student is only 
enrolled in seven classes at a time. The 
opportunities made available by the program 

are many. In addition to the lack of cost, a large 
variety of courses are offered including AP 
classes and various foreign languages. 
 Two different vendors are used for the 
program. For the kindergarten through eighth 
grade students, Calvert Learning is used. For 
students ninth through twelfth grade, Edgenuity 
is used. 
 Both programs offer students the 

opportunity to speak with their teachers 
regularly. Students communicate with their 
teachers virtually when they need help on 
assignments for their class. Teachers for online 
classes can be reached during their office hours, 
and are just as eager to help as the teachers on 
campus. 
 Sikeston Public Schools is very 
fortunate to be given this program. 
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Shelby Hodgkiss
Co-Editor in Chief 

 This year, Matthews 
Elementary students walked in a new 
set of doors on the first day.   
 In April 2017, an $11 million 
bond issue was approved by the voters 
of the Sikeston Community. Since 
breaking ground on July 3, 2018, the 
school has come a long way. Wing 
Elementary now stands with five first 
and second grade classrooms, and 
four third and forth grade classrooms. 
It also includes its own art room, 
music room, library, and even has a 
gymnasium that is separate from the 
cafeteria. There was a lot of prior 
planning and effort that took place 
before the school got to where it is 
today. 
 The name “Wing” Elementary 
comes from the family of a man named 
Scott Matthews. Mr. Matthew’s 
family donated the land where Wing 
Elementary now stands. He requested  
that the school be named Wing, which 
is a family name on his mother’s side. 
Because of the generosity of Mr. 

Matthews and his family, the children 
who get to call Wing their ‘home’ will 
forever be changed. 
  “Everyone at Wing has had 
nothing but pure excitement since 
before school even started. Moving 
into the building was exciting for all of 
us.  Numerous students have stopped 
me throughout each and every day 
to tell me how much they love their 
new building.  They love that they 
have a space for all of their special 
classes:  art, music, PE, and library.  
They think that having a room for 
each is really “cool”. They also love 
the MakerSpace room and getting to 
be in that room to test their creative 
skills.  Teachers and students alike are 
very proud of their new school, and 
this pride is filtering into the teaching 
and learning process every day,” Head 
Principal Alecia Jordan said. 
 Students were not the only 
ones who could not wait for the school 
year. Teachers were just as eager, if 
not more.  

 “The thing I love most are the 
dedicated staff who work at Wing. We 
are committed to serving our students 
and community well and we are 
excited to be a part of this wonderful 
new space,” Kristi Williams, Second 
Grade teacher said. 
 The dedicated staff that Mrs. 
Williams is referring to has come up 
with a little saying to motivate students 
and members of the community to 
help one another RISE. 
 “Wing Elementary 
symbolizes hope for our community.  
It communicates to our students 
that they are valued and that their 
education is important to us. We 
have adopted the saying that ‘Wing 
helps you RISE’. We are teaching the 
students to be Responsible, Inspiring, 
Safe and Eager and remind them 
every day to help one another RISE.  
Just like the wings of a bird, Wing 
Elementary is enabling so many 
children to rise above challenges and 
obstacles,” Jordan said. 

All photos courtesy of Wing Elementary

 
Wing Elementary opened its doors 
to the future of Sikeston on August 

13, 2019. This building houses many 
different facilities. It holds a full-sized 

gymnasium, a library, a music room, and 
an art room. This building also hides 
some awesome features behind it. Of 
course, after long draining days in the 
classroom, it is a necessity to have to 

have space to play. 
“My favorite thing about the new 

school is the playground.” 
-Noah Grimes

 4th grade student

Students of Wing Elementary try
 out the new “MakerSpace” room to 

reveal their creative sides. 
“We have a Maker Space room 

dedicated as a space where children 
can freely create and explore hands-

on materials. My students loved it and 
asked if we could go there every day.” 

-Kristi Williams
2nd grade teacher

 

Wing Elementary students practice an 
earthquake drill in their new cafeteria, 

which also doubles as a safe room. 
“The cafeteria serves dual purposes as 
both the café and the safe room in the 

event of a tornado warning.  With all of 
these safety measures in place, we are 
able to clear the pathway to learning 

each and every day.”
-Alecia Jordan
Head Principal

Wing Elementary: Helping the community RISE

    Photo Courtesy of Sikeston R6 Schools
A schematic drawing of Wing Elementary in the planning stages.
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Meet the College Advisor
 My name is Taneshia Pulley, and I 
am the College Adviser here at SHS. I am 
employed through the Missouri College 
Advising Corps (MCAC) but work alongside 
the faculty of SHS to support juniors and 
seniors with their post-secondary plans.
 I am from Sikeston, and I graduated 
in 2012. During my high school career, I 
participated in the Lady Dawgs Varsity Girls 
Basketball and track and field. I continued 
my education at Lincoln University of 
Missouri and received my Associates of 
Applied Science (AAS) in Early Childhood 
Education and Bachelor of Science (BS) in 
Wellness. 
  I want you to know that I am here 
to be a resource to you. Whether you plan 
to attend a 2 or 4-year college, enlist in the 
military, find a full-time job, or don’t know 
yet, I can help you prepare for life after 
graduation. I plan to do this through a variety 
of methods such as: meeting one on one with 
you, assisting with college applications, 
scholarships, FAFSA, ACT registration, and 
much more.
  I wholeheartedly believe that you 
will succeed during and after high school. 
Take opportunities, ask questions until you 
understand, and learn new things, but most 
importantly, don’t give up. You are made to 
be great. 
 I am here for you! Let’s make this 
school year the best yet.

Once a Bulldog, Always a Bulldog! 

Taneshia Pulley
College Advisor

• September 14- 
ACT Test

• September 17- 
Josten’s Senior 
Cap & Gown 
Meeting

• September 18- 
FBLA Career 
Day

• September 27- 
Homecoming 
Dance

• September 28- 
Sikeston Cotton 
Carnival Parade

Charlie Cox
Reporter
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John Myres
Distribution Manager

Spencer Clay
Reporter

 The fall sports season is already here, 
and with games just around the corner, it is a 
crucial time for all teams.
 The Sikeston Boys Soccer team is led 
by head coach Gabe Dement who has some 
ambitious goals for the season ahead. “I’d really 
like to see improvement from the first game 
to the last. I also want to see hard work from 
each and every one of my players, as well as my 
varsity players leading by example, and leading 
vocally,” Dement said. 
 This ambitious attitude also seems to 
be shared by the players, as shown by Robert 
Rodriguez ‘20. “My goals as a senior are to lead 
this young team with a positive attitude, and 
make meaningful contributions to each game in 
the hopes of a win.” Rodriguez said. 
 After losing several powerful players 
to graduation and injury, and a 0-4 start to the 
season, the team has a chip on their shoulder, 
and they won’t be stopped until they have proven 
themselves to all.
 The Bulldogs have shown steady 
improvement though: getting their first goals 
in the second game they’ve played against Ana 

Jonesboro. After giving up two goals in the first 
10 minutes of the game, the Bulldogs decided 
to fire back with two goals of their own: scored 
by Spencer Clay ‘21 and Heath Poindexter ‘23. 
After a strong comeback, they were unfortunately 
defeated in the last 15 minutes with Ana 
Jonesboro scoring two more beautiful goals.
 So far, the Bulldogs have faced 
three quality teams. After putting up a strong 
fight against Waterloo, Carbondale, and Ana 
Jonesboro, and taking a hard loss in each game, 

the Bulldogs are looking to build momentum 
with their first win.
 Perhaps the team will find their first 
win at Notre Dame Soccerfest this weekend. 
There they will face Notre Dame, Fredricktown, 
and district opponent Cape Girardeau. 
 The boys are determined to work 
harder than ever. Although the beginnings have 
been very humbling, make no mistake, this team 
is here to play hard and should not be counted 
out by any means. 

our volleyball team. 
 “I played for and graduated from 
Sikeston, so to be back as the head coach is truly 
a dream come true,” Pullen said. 
 The new season began on Tuesday, 
September 3, with a game against Bernie. Both 
JV and varsity lost in straight sets against a 
talented team.
 Again, the team faced off this past 
Wednesday, September 5, and lost to Cape 
Central, a powerhouse team.

Kicking off soccer season

Setting into a new season

Photo Courtesy of Sikeston Soccer via Twitter
Clark Steward ‘20 saves a corner kick as the team watches in amazement.

Photo by Semoball
Head Coach Emily Pullen talking to her players during practice.

the Bulldogs are still a very competitive team, as 
always. This team is ready to face any opponent.
 “We have a lot of great schools that we 
play, and the game of volleyball is becoming 
bigger and bigger in this area, so the competition 
is always increasing,” Pullen said. 
 The sport of volleyball has a long 
 history in Sikeston, and the girls this 
year are looking to bring pride and honor to our 
alumni and school. The volleyball team would 
love support at upcoming matches. 

 With a new season around the corner, 
Sikeston’s girls’ volleyball team is ready for 
action. Over the offseason, Sikeston picked up 
a new head coach, and they also have many 
talented players. 
 “We have three dominant returning 
seniors: Taydrianna Barnett, Alivia Cobb, and 
Emily McHaffie, who are the leaders of our 
team,” Head Coach Emily Pullen said. 
 The team is returning to an always 
competitive area in Southeast Missouri. There 
are many teams that will be challenging this 
year, but a few are at the top of the list.
 “A few teams to beat this year include 
Notre Dame, Jackson, and Farmington,” Pullen 
said. Despite tough competition, the Bulldogs 
seem as ready as ever to face off against these 
opponents. 
 “Our overall team goal is a district 
championship. When we started, I told the girls 
I had this goal because I believe in this team and 
every single one of the girls,” she adds. 
 Aforementioned, Coach Pullen is the 
new head coach for the volleyball team. She is 
also a first-time head coach. Additionally, Coach 
Pullen graduated from Sikeston and played for 
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Grant Stoner
Reporter

Tyler Gilmer
Reporter

 The Lady Bulldogs are very excited for 
the start of their season. Coach Jannin is very 
confident in the capability of the team.   
 “My outlook for the girls season this 
year is that we have a great chance to grow as 
a team and individuals. Many of the players are 
new to the sport and if they continue to work at it 
and dedicate their time, then they will definitely 
see a positive return throughout the season,” 
Jannin said. 
 “As far as standout players, we are a 
fairly well balanced team. Our player with the 
most experience is Izzy Collins. Izzy does a 
great job of helping out with the younger class-
men by giving them tips and pointers during 
practice,” Jannin said. 
 The team only has one returning starter 
from last year, but Coach Jannin isn’t worried 
about the teams’ chemistry being affected by the 
new faces.
 “One of the big differences from last 
year compared to this year is the team chemistry. 
We have one returning player, so the dynamics 
are completely different. We all interact well 

Order on the court 

Swinging into the season

    Photo Courtesy of Semoball.
Molly Bogle ‘22 practicing tennis in the gym.

Photo courtesy of Tim Bartlett
Softball players conference around home plate.

 The Lady Bulldog Softball team is looking to improve this 
season coming off of a 6-13 record from last year. Over the Labor Day 
weekend, the team faced Fox High School, scoring eight runs in the 
first inning but eventually being rained out.
 Softball seniors for the 2019 season include: Megan Witt, 
Naudia Lazcano, Miranda Bartlett, and Emma Drury. Joining them are 
juniors:  Julia Spurlock, Jordi James, and Lydia Hodgkiss.  Sophomore 
players are: Amaree Nelson, Sydney Burton, and Kaylee Pipes; and 
finally freshman players are:  Nayla Bonner, Hailey Cantrell, and Sarah 
Keller.
 Head Coach Laura Brown and her players are focusing on uti-
lizing their senior leadership, returning players, and promising fresh-
man, to learn from their successes and shortcomings of last year and 
start the new season off on the right track. 
 “My goal for this year is to be better than last year. We have 
tremendous leadership and so much athletic potential on this team that 
we should improve,” Brown said.
 Coach Brown is also excited to combine experienced seniors 
and promising freshmen with team chemistry when they face district 
opponents Notre Dame, Fredricktown, North County, and Perryville.
 The Lady Dogs begin the new season with their first home 
game on Thursday, September 5 and the next home game against Sax-
ony Lutheran on Monday, September 9. The following day the team 
will look to get revenge for last year’s District loss when they travel to 
Perryville for a tough match-up. All home softball games can be found 
at the Sikeston Recreational Complex.

with each other and have fun,” Jannin said.
 After having one year of coaching 
under his belt, he has fine tuned some of his 
skills over the offseason.
 “I am extremely more comfortable 
now after my first year of coaching. Coming 
into the sport, I didn’t know the finer details 
and strategies. After talking to other coaches 
along with various experiences throughout the 
boys and girls season, I have gained a ton of 

knowledge,” Jannin said.
 The competition this year looks solid. 
Kennett is always the team to beat. Others such 
as Jackson and Cape have seemed to increase 
their talent as well. 
 “It will be interesting to see how we 
stack up against other programs this year,” 
Jannin said. 
  The girls will look to improve as the 
season continues.
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Hayden Alcorn
Reporter

 After  an eleven year run by head 
football coach Kent Gibbs, the Gibbs era is 
officially over.  With the new opening, Terry 
Flannigan, will be taking over the Sikeston 
Football Head Coaching position. Coach 
Flannigan was at Sikeston as an assistant under 
Gibbs, but left to take the head coaching job at 
Chaffee High School back in 2017. 
 Flannigan is inheriting a team that had  
a sub .500 season, but did capture a playoff win. 
With a new team, but a familiar place, Flannigan 
is ready to get to work. 
 “It’s an exciting experience, and I’m 
glad to come back because it’s been my home 
for a long time. It’s like most programs I’ve 
been in. I’ve got to change a few things to fit my 
style, but I’m also a lot like most programs. It’s 
mostly just some adjustments for the kids, but 
nothing major. All programs are the same in the 
sense of if you get the kids to work hard, good 
things will happen,” Flannigan said. 
 “An adjustment we’ve made is making 
our number one expectation for our players to 
play more physically. We want the other team 
to feel us and know we’re coming to get them. 
The other big adjustment is to instill in the 
kids to be more focused by limiting our mental 
mistakes. Our goals are to win games so we can 
get into the playoffs and make a deep run, but at 
the same time we’ve got to work hard and have 
fun to achieve that goal. Another adjustment we 
made was bringing in a new style of offense: 
switching from a spread to a compact, old 
school, smash mouth, kind of football. Meaning 
we are just going to plow right through you.” 
Flannigan said.
 “During the Jamboree last week, we 
went in thinking a lot things weren’t going to 

go our way. We made some mistakes against 
Caruthersville and beat ourselves, but looked 
good against Fredricktown and Dexter. We 
learned some things about ourselves, and it was 
nice to get a look against players other than our 
own,” Flannigan said.
 With all the changes surrounding the 
football program, the players are being very 
optimistic about the head coaching change. They 
have also found one thing to rally around on, and 
that is to play physical, smash mouth football.
 “I’m sad to see Coach Gibbs leave, but 
I’m interested to see how everything unfolds 
with Coach Flannigan. I mean, he’s different. He 
wants us to be more physical than ever. He has 
totally changed practice in order to achieve this 
goal. As long as everything goes right and we 
play physical, I think we will have a pretty good 
season,” Grant Stoner ‘20 said.
 After an opening day win over Vashon 
by the score of 24-18, the Bulldogs will face 
McCluer North on Friday, September 6 at home.

Flannigan’s first football Friday

Photo courtesy of The Standard Democrat
A group of Sikeston Football players recovering a fumble against Dexter in the Jamboree.

 

 If you were to ask a St. Louis Cardinal 
player what time it is, they may very well answer 
with “time to fly.” This has been the rally cry for the 
Cardinals during their campaign towards the 2019 
MLB playoffs.  
 The Cardinals are one of the hottest teams 
in baseball. They have a Major League best record 
of 34-16 over their last 50 games heading into 
Thursday. That’s better than the Dodgers, Yankees, 
and Astros over this span. And with the momentum 
they have gained, I don’t think their hot streak is 
going to end anytime soon. 
 Many people have heard the saying “big 
time players make big time plays in big time 
games.” In that case, pitcher Jack Flaherty is one of 
the game’s most gigantic players right now. Since 
the All-Star break, he has posted an ERA of 0.85 
during his nine starts. He ranks first in the MLB 
over that span. Because of stats like this, Flaherty 
was awarded pitcher of the month in the NL for the 
month of August.
 Pairing Flaherty with Dakota Hudson’s 
recent dominance has given the team a solid 
starting rotation. Fellow pitcher, Adam Wainwright 
has also shown signs of vintage Waino. In his last 
start, Wainwright threw seven scoreless innings on 
the way to a 3-1 Cardinals win. 
 Combining this excellent starting pitching 
with relievers such as John Gant (10-0 this season) 
and Giovanny Gallegos (2.27 ERA) gives the 
Cardinals one of the best bullpens in the league, in 
my opinion. 
 One position that the Cardinals pitching 
needs to improve upon is their closer. After Jordan 
Hicks was placed on the injured list because of 
Tommy John surgery, Carlos Martinez has assumed 
his role. Martínez has been anything but dependable 
at the back end of the bullpen. His lack of control 
and inexperience in this role has not made for easy 
9th innings. 
 The Cardinals currently stand 2.5 games 
ahead in the NL Central, and are less than one month 
away from hopefully competing in October for the 
first time since 2015. I believe that the Cardinals 
have what it takes to make a playoff run.

Clark’s 
Clubhouse

Clark Steward
Sports Editor

Photo courtesy of Graphic Design
The football teams’ motto.
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Welcome back SHS!

       Photo Courtesy of Lora Fodge
Returning and new Red Peppers fill the stands.

       Photo Courtesy of Daniel Byrd
Bulldog football players run onto the field.

       Photo Courtesy of Daniel Byrd
Lontas McClinton carries the ball for the Bulldogs.

       Photo Courtesy of Lora Fodge
Red Peppers line the street for the Greenie Parade.

       Photo Courtesy of  Lora Fodge
Senior Cheerleaders and Red Pepper officers cheer loudly.

       Photo Courtesy of Lilly Beth Sutton
Friends smile while they are having a blast at Fun Nght.


