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Bullying Prevention Convention

Photos Courtesy Sikeston R-6
Students and administrators enjoy their time at the convention.

Grace Blanton
Managing & Design Editor

 November 7-9, the school district took 
students, teachers, counselors, and administrators 
to a Bullying Convention in Chicago, Illinois. 
The district chose four students from the high 
school: Leilani Smith, Dylan Thornbrough, 
Zoie McDonald, and Morgan McCauley. At 
the convention, the attendees learned how to 
prevent bullying within their schools and how 
to stop people from wanting to bully. Along 
with bullying, the convention also discussed 
how to spread kindness within the schools. The 
convention had a huge impact on the students at 
SHS. 
 The convention touched many of the 
students that went. Zoie McDonald, freshman, 
gave her thoughts on the convention. 
 “During the convention I realized a lot 
about myself. I definitely realized that I want to be 
a leader within the school and in our community. 
I also want to promote treating people equally,” 

McDonald ‘23 said. 
 Leilani Smith, sophomore, also gave her 
opinion on the conference.
 “If given the chance, I would definitely 
go back to the convention, and I think that more 
students should have the opportunity to go. I 
realized that I have a bigger purpose in life, which 
is to help people,” Smith ‘22 said.  
 The convention also had a huge impact 
on the staff as well. Mrs. Self expressed her 
thoughts on the convention. 
 “I am thankful that our district chose 
to invest in this opportunity. It will benefit our 
staff and students in the long run. Hearing experts 
speak on things that are proven to work for 
preventing bulling gives us a goal,” Self said. 
 This was a great way for students within 
our high school to learn how to prevent bullying 
within our school. It is awesome that these 
students want to carry out what they learned.

Photos Courtesy of Leilani Smith
Zoie McDonald getting on the train to go to Chicago.

Photos Courtesy of Heather Self
Students enjoy the scenes of Chicago.

Photos Courtesy of Sikeston R-6
Students load the train on their way to the conference.
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A Warm Place to Stay

Photo by Spencer Clay
A hang out/storage room in the Warming Center.

 For most people, winter is a good time of 
the year. It is filled with presents, light snow, and 
family. The cold may be an inconvenience, sure, but 
overall it is insignificant. It is not a big deal at all 
because we all have homes...or do we?
 Some people in our community suffer 
every winter because they either have no place to 
stay or their place has no heat. These people get 
frostbite and face possible death every night in the 
relentless cold. For decades, Sikeston has had a 
problem with homelessness and cold, but finally, in 
2018, someone decided to do something about it. 
 Danny Kuykendall, David Matthews, Rick 
Schuerenberg, Marty McReynolds, and Darren 
Johnson all decided last summer to tackle the 
problem of homelessness in the wintertime. These 
men created a warming center through generous 
donations and hard work. As a subset of Spread 
Hope Now, the Warming Center is nonprofit and 
relies solely on donations and volunteers. 
 The Warming Center is open on every 
single night that the weather is below 35 degrees 
Fahrenheit and sometimes stays open until mid 
spring, where nightly temperatures exceed that. 
 Every night that the weather is harsh, the 
hospitality time begins at 5:00 PM and runs into 
9:00 PM. During hospitality time, volunteers will 
cook, serve, converse, and pray with the homeless 
people at the center. After hospitality time is over, 

two new volunteers come over and spend the night 
at the place, just to ensure safety and security to all 
who stay. Finally, at 6:00 AM everyone is woken to 
breakfast and coffee. The 6:00 AM crew is in charge 
of making the breakfast, cleaning the breakfast, and 
sometimes packing to-go lunches. 
 When sitting down with Darren Johnson, 
one of the creators, he spoke more about the 
experience of volunteering.
 “You come in here and feel like you’re 
trying to be a blessing to someone. It really comes 
right back around and blesses you. Sometimes 
we leave here with tears in our eyes because it’s 
incredible how God has blessed us. Being dedicated 
to something with this impact is just amazing,” 
Johnson said.
 Volunteers in the center truly believe that 
God has blessed their project and the people in it. 
The people in the center are truly grateful.
 “I think every minute of every hour of 
every day he is with us, watching us, and guiding 
us. I truly believe God has blessed this project,” 
Steve Hicks, another volunteer, said.
 Despite all of this success and joy, the 
center still has a need for even more volunteers.
 “Some people are scared to volunteer 
because they are afraid. It is not ‘us and them.’ We 
are the same. Volunteer and you won’t regret it.” 
Johnson said.

Spencer Clay
Reporter
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Thanksgiving dishes ranked

Robert Rodriguez ‘20

“Mashed potatoes 
because they are 

very versatile and the 
GOAT of foods”

Megan Witt ‘20

“Mashed potatoes 
because my grandma 
and I would always 

make them together”

Lawson Alcorn ‘21

“Duck feet. They’re a 
family tradition.”

Trinity Land ‘21

“The best would have 
to be my aunt’s collard 

greens because they 
taste like home.” 

Cullen Pearson ‘22

“Potato casserole. 
Enough said.”

Carter Robinett ‘23

“Pineapple turkey. 
That’s got to be the 

best.”

 Thanksgiving is a wonderful day for a 
plethora of reasons. We get to spend time with 
our families, we get a few days out of school, 
and we get to enjoy some amazing food. 
 One heavily debated topic amongst 
many families (mine included) is what should 
be considered as the overall best Thanksgiving 
dish. 
 Now, of course we do not just sit 
around and discredit all of the other dishes 
because somebody would get their feelings hurt, 
but I find it imperative to not only determine 
what the best Thanksgiving food is, but give a 
detailed explanation why.
 Every Thanksgiving dinner has six 
staple dishes. The dishes are as follows: turkey, 
mashed potatoes, dressing, pumpkin pie, and 
green beans.
 First, we will discuss cranberry sauce. 
Not much needs to be said here. Nobody ever 
seems to care about it until the holidays roll 
around, and even then, I have never witnessed 
any of my relatives consuming the substance. 
It always finds its way to the dinner table, 
however.
 Next we will speak about dressing. 
Despite cranberry sauce’s sub-par taste, it at 
least has a taste. Dressing is tasteless mush, but 
more  people would agree that it is superior to 
cranberry sauce, so I will place it higher on the 
list.

 Green beans, although they are 
not what everyone looks forward to on 
Thanksgiving Day, are a solid dish, and can 
be enjoyed year round. Therefore I am placing 
them in the middle of the list.
 Like green beans, mashed potatoes 
are a solid dish and can be enjoyed year round. 
Although they are not at the top of the list, no 
Thanksgiving dinner is complete without them, 
giving them a third place ranking.
 Coming in at second place we 
have pumpkin pie. Whether you love it or 
hate it, nobody can deny its prominence in 
Thanksgiving culture. Nearly everything has a 
pumpkin spice variation that rolls out around the 
holiday season, and it is all thanks to pumpkin 
pie. Even if it is not always enjoyed in pie 
form, its essence is consumed through several 
mediums during the holiday season.
 Finally, at first place, we have turkey. 
Turkey is an all time classic Thanksgiving dish. 
It is not just a staple dish of Thanksgiving, it 
is THE staple dish. Turkey is so prominent 
in Thanksgiving culture that turkey themed 
merchandise is the best selling Thanksgiving 
decoration. Not only that, but each year, one 
turkey receives a presidential pardon. That is 
serious stuff!
 In conclusion, Turkey is by far the best 
and most influential Thanksgiving dish. Be sure 
to have fun, and enjoy your Thanksgiving!

John Myres
Distribution Manager

Photo Courtesy of Google Images
Happy Thanksgiving!

Photo Courtesy of Google Images
A bountiful thanksgiving meal is presented

What is the best Thanksgiving food?
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Isabelle McGill
Co-Editor in Chief

Mia Arndt
Reporter

Let’s win, Sikeston

Model students

    Photo Courtesy of Mia Arndt
Jordi James ‘21, Mia Arndt ‘21, and Julia Spurlock ‘21 take a picture break after a long day of discussion 

over international affairs at Model United Nations.

 November 7, students from Sikeston 
High School traveled to the SEMO campus 
to take part in the Model United Nations 
Conference. Members discussed topics such as 
nuclear weapons, disability inclusivity, disaster 
relief, and the climate crisis. 
 Through Model United Nations, 
students represent different countries that are 
part of the United Nations. Participants role 
play as delegates for the nations and discuss 
resolutions to world problems in simulated UN 
committees. Amid debates, students can become 
allies with other countries, make motions to 
move the discussion in a different direction, and 
create their own resolutions. 
 President Brynna Wiese found this 
year to be a refreshing experience, though it had 
its challenges when it came to the country she 
represented. 
 “This was the first year that we have 
had a country that has a strong opinion on things 
like nuclear warfare and IEDs. I’ve gone every 
year and this was the first year I walked up to 
the microphone. It was really fun being around 
people that share common interests in politics 

and foreign affairs. The hardest part was having 
to speak from my country, China’s, perspective, 
because on many issues I do not share the same 
opinion, but that doesn’t matter in Model UN,” 
Wiese ‘20 said. 
 The day was even more surprising for 
first-time participants, like Rory Jaynes, who 
represented the country of Morocco. While 
some of the discussion was unexpected to her, 
she still enjoyed the discourse. 

 “Seeing everyone’s perspective on 
such mature topics was so interesting. I wish 
I could have gotten involved sooner because 
I think it’s important that we start discussing 
these ideas at our age, but I’m just happy that I 
got to participate this year,” Jaynes ‘20 said.
 Model UN is a wonderful opportunity 
for students interested in learning about global 
affairs. The organization puts real-world 
problems into perspective for high schoolers.

    Photo Courtesy of Amy Blanton
The SHS cheer team celebrates with their first place banner.

 On Saturday, November 16, 2019, the 
Sikeston cheerleaders won first place at the MCCA 
State Championship. After months of practice 
and preparation, Sikeston cheerleading earned 
their 10th first place state title. Competing in the 
3A small division, the team had zero deductions 
and executed a nearly flawless routine on 
Saturday evening. Eight teams competed in the 
same division making the competition intense, 
and Sikeston accepted the challenge earning 
the highest difficulty score of all eight teams. 
 Beginning their hard work in June, the 

cheerleaders went to a UCA masters camp 
at the University of Mississippi. From there, 
the team worked for months preparing for 
competition. After hours and hours of practice 
and many obstacles overcome, the team was 
ready to compete. Before competing for a state 
title was possible, the team had to qualify for 
a bid to state at the regional competition. At 
the regionals in October, the team had a rocky, 
yet beneficial experience to start their season 
earning second place and a bid to state. With 
more determination to win than ever, Sikeston 
buckled down for an intense two weeks to 
perfect and solidify the routine that they knew 
they were capable of. After an entire season of 
strenuous mental and physical practice, the team 
knew that the state title was well within reach. 
 On Friday the 15th of November, 
the team traveled to Saint Charles to 
compete, determined to win Sikeston High 
School’s 10th first place state title. As the 
competition neared, nerves and excitement 
ran high. Saturday evening at Lindenwood 

University, the cheerleaders’ hard work 
paid off when they hit a beautiful routine 
and walked off the mat feeling confident.
 The awards ceremony occurred 
shortly after the competition and many teams 
cheered as they were rewarded for their hard 
work. Along with team awards, many athletes 
earned the title of All-State cheerleader. There 
were an astounding seven girls from Sikeston 
that earned the title including: Grace Blanton, 
Kylie Lossing, Mia Arndt, Mara Hartzog, Olivia 
Grant, Aubrey Wheeler, and Zoe Robison. 
 After announcing the All-State 
cheerleaders, Ms. Wanda Troop announced 
the places of teams in the 3A small division. 
Starting from last place, she worked her 
way up and as Sikeston was announced the 
winner, the stadium erupted in excitement. 
 The Sikeston competitive 
cheerleaders are your 2019 state champs 
marking Sikeston cheerleading’s 10th state 
championship win. Congratulations athletes 
and coaches on such a great accomplishment. 
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Charlie Cox
Reporter

Java City returns
  After a small hiatus, the coffee bar is back. 
Students can go to the library throughout the day to 
get coffee and now they can even purchase breakfast. 
The coffee bar first debuted last year under the name 
of ‘Java City.’ Students flocked to the library to get 
coffee before their classes started.
 This year, the coffee bar is back and better 
than ever now offering breakfast that includes fruit, 
muffins, and even cereal bars. This new addition to 
the coffee bar is taking the school by storm. Who 
knew coffee and breakfast could bring so many 
students together?
 Coffee drinking is becoming less and less 
unusual in teenagers. Many scientists believe that 
early school starting times are to blame for this 
spike in coffee consumption in teenagers. Although 
there is often controversy around the consumption 
of coffee, many scientists have helped display how 
coffee can help prevent health risks. Studies have 
shown that teenagers who drink coffee have a lower 
risk of developing type 2 diabetes, heart disease, and 
even Alzheimer’s disease.
 With Java City quickly becoming a staple 
of Sikeston High School, coffee drinkers around the 
campus are showing their gratitude that coffee is 
now readily available to all students who wish to try 
it.
 “As an avid coffee drinker, I wake up 
every morning and have my first cup of the day. It 
is a quiet and peaceful time that makes my days feel 
limitless. Coffee makes dreams seem possible. All 
over the world, Many young people are meeting 
over coffee and discussing the solutions to the 
problems of tomorrow. Hopefully the edition of 

Java City on campus can give our students at 
Sikeston High School an opportunity to take 
part in that,”  veteran Sikeston educator Emily 
Vinson said.
 Java City has already had a lasting 
impact on the students and educators on 
the Sikeston High School campus since its 
reopening. Allowing students to purchase 
coffee and snacks throughout the day has 
changed the way that school feels for some 
students.
 “After a long night filled with sports 
practice, homework, and studying, I am very 
content with the convenience of being able to 
grab coffee on my way to class. The coffee 
from Java City not only tastes great, but gives 
me the extra jolt that I need to get my day 
started on the right track,” Clark Steward ‘20 
said.
 Winter is approaching as fast as can 
be and with that comes daunting cold weather. 

With the addition of Java city on campus, 
students can also get a drink that can help 
warm them up and prepare them for the day. 
Warm coffee in the cold mornings is a must 
for some people. Allowing students to partake 
in drinking morning coffee with the cold 
weather ensures that students are comfortable 
and can be eager to learn.
 In conclusion, Java City is a great 
addition to the Sikeston High School campus 
and students are very happy that it is back 
with even more options. The coffee is great 
as well as the teas and new breakfast options. 
I find a great deal of comfort that if I am ever 
feeling very tired or just need an extra burst 
of energy that I can go to the library and get 
a coffee from Java City. This addition to the 
campus has been handled gracefully from 
the librarians. If you ever want a coffee or 
breakfast item, feel free to go to the library 
and indulge in all that Java City has to offer.

    Photos Courtesy of Shelby Hodgkiss
Students at SHS get coffee at Java City.
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Ethan Presley
Opinion Editor

Will President Trump make an early exit?

  Over the past three years, 
the Donald Trump Presidential 
Administration has been under 
severe scrutiny by many. Ordinary 
people and political figures alike 
have analyzed his presidency, 
searching for any reason to remove 
him from office. Only two presidents 
throughout U.S. history have been 
formally impeached: Andrew 
Johnson and Bill Clinton, and 
neither of them were removed from 
office because of the impeachment. 
However, in the near future, 
President Trump could find himself 
as the third president facing this 
process. 
 On September 24, 2019, the 
Speaker of the House, Nancy Pelosi, 
submitted a formal impeachment 
inquiry. This was the first time that 
an impeachment inquiry has taken 
place in twenty-one years, with the 
most recent being an inquiry against 

former president Bill Clinton. An 
impeachment inquiry is a process 
where certain individuals testify in 
a series of impeachment hearings 
to gather evidence relating to the 
person being impeached and their 
alleged crime. If the committee 
presiding over the impeachment 
hearings find sufficient evidence, 
they will then vote to have an 
impeachment trial take place. If this 
happens, a trial of the impeached 
will occur in front of the Senate, 
with the Senate acting as the jury. 
 It’s hard to say whether or 
not President Trump will undergo 
an actual impeachment process, 
seeing as we are currently only in 
the second week of impeachment 
hearings. However, if all House 
Representatives vote on a partisan 
basis, the Democrats will have the 
majority vote required to begin the 
impeachment trial in the Senate. 

But, if this trend continues in the 
Senate, then Republicans will 
have the majority vote required to 
allow President Trump to remain 
serving as President of the United 
States. This is because the House of 
Representatives is controlled by the 
Democratic Party, while the Senate is 
controlled by the Republican Party. 
If the members of Congress have 
the moral integrity to simply vote 
on the facts rather than their party 
affiliation, then it’s a complete toss-
up as to how far the impeachment 
process as a whole will go. 
 The reasoning for the 
impeachment inquiry is a phone 
call that took place between 
President Trump and the Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelensky. 
The call allegedly consisted of 
a conversation where President 
Trump asked President Zelensky 
to investigate 2020 Presidential 

Candidate Joe Biden. President 
Trump acknowledged that a call 
with President Zelensky did in 
fact take place, but stated that no 
misconduct occurred. 
 “The actions of the Trump 
presidency have revealed the 
dishonorable fact of the president’s 
betrayal of his oath of office, betrayal 
of our national security and betrayal 
of the integrity of our elections...
therefore, today, I am announcing 
the House of Representatives is 
moving forward with an official 
impeachment inquiry,” Pelosi said 
in an address shortly after news of 
the call broke. 
 The first news of the call 
surfaced through a whistleblower 
whose identity is still unknown to 
anyone. The whistleblower released 
information regarding an abuse 
of power by President Trump 
relating to foreign relations. The 

whistleblower report was allegedly 
based on interviews with U.S. and 
Ukrainian officials. Not much is 
known about the whistleblower 
himself, only that he or she was a 
CIA agent, which was how they 
acquired this information in the 
first place. 
 “In the course of my official 
duties, I have received information 
from multiple U.S. government 
officials that the President of the 
United States is using the power of 
his office to solicit interference from 
a foreign country in the 2020 U.S. 
election,” the whistleblower wrote. 
 Different individuals take 
different angles on the initial issue 
of the phone call. For example, 
some people believe that he used 
his political power to acquire favors 
from foreign nations. In contrast, 
however, some believe that he either 
bribed or blackmailed President 

Zelensky through the use of military 
aid. Many of the specifics of the 
phone call are unknown, which is 
why these impeachment hearings 
are so vitally important. Without 
them, no light would be shed on the 
matter and, ultimately, no resolution 
would be made from the situation. 
 The next few months will be 
a very interesting time period. We 
could quite possibly witness history 
being made with the first United 
States President being removed 
from office. Although, just as likely, 
we could witness nothing at all; the 
issue could simply die out due to 
lack of evidence or unwillingness 
of Congress members to vote 
across party lines to make the right 
decision. However, only time will 
tell; and for now, all we can do is 
wait. We hope that whatever takes 
place will be for the betterment of 
the country and its people. 

Photo courtesy of NBC
President Trump answers press questions regarding the Ukraine call.

Photo courtesy of The New York Times
Speaker Pelosi announces the Impeachment Inquiry.

Photo courtesy of The New Yorker
President Trump and President Zelensky meet amidst the controversy.

Photo courtesy of Deadline
Impeachment hearings have taken place over the past several weeks.
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• November 25-30 JV 

Girls & Boys Basketball 

tournament @ ND

• November 

27-December 1 

Thanksgiving Break

• December 2-6 Varsity 

Girls Basketball 

SEMO Conference 

Tournament @ Cape 

Central

• December 9-13 Varsity 

Boys Basketball 

SEMO Conference 

Tournament @ 

Sikeston

Tyler Gilmer
Reporter

“Local Government 
Hero”

Photo courtesy of Standard Democrat
Brent Mullin recieves the Local Governement Hero 

 Sikeston District Student Resource 
Officer Brent Mullin was recently awarded the 
Missouri LAGERS’ Local Government Hero 
Award. Mullin was awarded for his overall 
efforts as an SRO as well as his role in the 
operation of the Bulldog Pantry.
 The Bulldog Pantry is held in a pair of 
large sheds located at Lee Hunter Elementary. 
They’re filled with food, clothes, and other 
items that the community has donated for 
children and families in need. These goods are 
then distributed anytime staff sees a need the 
Pantry can fill.
 Mullin spoke to the impact that 
the collective efforts in the Pantry have 
heavily affected not only the schools but the 
community in a positive way.
 “I think the Pantry has helped 
tremendously with building a gap between 
the community, the police department, and the 
school. We’ve helped roughly 27,000 people 
since the Pantry started almost 4 years ago. 
It’s been great; the community has backed us 
100% since day one.”
 As a Student Resource Officer, 
Mullin spends many mornings around the 
Senior High along with many other campuses 
across the district.
 “It’s great to be able to bounce 
around our eight district schools and look after 
the students and staff especially looking after 
the kids and making sure they’re on the right 
path to succeed.”

 The Student Resource Officers for 
Sikeston consist of Officers Jackson, Knox, 
and Mullin. Jackson and Mullin can both 
be found around the Senior High Campus 
many mornings and throughout the day. If 
you have any issues, feel free to reach out 
to either of them.
 Next time you see Officer 
Mullin, make sure you congratulate him 
on receiving the Local Government Hero 
award and thank him for all that he does for 
the school and community. 
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Lady Bulldogs ready to compete 

This season’s new Angle 
Photo courtesy of  Semoball

Taydrianna Barnett ‘20 shoots a layup against Scott County Central.

Shelby Hodgkiss
Co-Editor in Chief

 This year’s upcoming Girls 
Basketball season is anticipated by many. 
The future looks bright with the team being 
so young. With one senior, one junior, and 
three sophomores starting, this program 
has a bright future ahead. 
 “I’m always excited to watch 
teams come together as the season 
progresses. The challenges and the 
roadbumps and the difficulties often 
manifest themselves into great teams and 
better players. My favorite part of coaching 
is watching that process evolve,” Assistant 
Coach Dana Self said.  
 Coach Self has been around the 
game of basketball for years, but this is her 
first round coaching at the High School.  
 “Although I love coaching junior 
high and teaching the game, I am looking 
forward to high school. The sophomores 
this year are the ones that I had in junior 
high and we experienced some success 
there, so I’m glad to be back with them 

in some capacity. It’s fun to be able to 
strategize more instead of quite so much 
fundamental teaching,” Self said. 
 With the beginning of every 
season come new goals to reach and new 
teams and players to prepare for. 
 “Our goals for the season are to 
be competitive and successful. We hope 
to improve our skill levels and be the best 
teammates we can be to one another. Teams 
to watch this season in our conference 
will be Poplar Bluff, ND, and Jackson. 
They are all solid programs and have key 
returners this season,” Head Coach Alisha 
Wills said. 
 This season, the team has taken 
on a saying they plan to stick to throughout 
the season which is, “If it were easy, then 
everybody would do it”. 
 The Lady Bulldogs hope to have 
a successful season despite their youthful 
team and are working towards a common 
goal: winning. 

Photo Courtetsy of Semoball   
Nathaniel Vaughn takes down opponent.

Grant Stoner
Reporter

 The wrestling program will look a little different this year. There 
has been a head coaching change. Coach Blake Angle has been promoted 
to head coach of the Bulldogs. Coach Adkisson will take a back seat and 
go down to the junior high level and be the head coach there. Nothing will 
change for the Bulldogs as the goal will still be the same. 
 The team only has one returning senior this year in Cherei Jones. 
The team does not lack leadership, however, as there are several returning 
varsity starters. 
 “We have a young team this year but our goals remain the same. 
This young group is willing to put the work in to achieve those goals which 
is all we can ask for; come in every day and compete and push to compete 
at a higher level. I believe we are headed in the right trajectory,” New Head 
Coach Angle said. 
 The Bulldogs have a lot of young talent that the coaches hope to 
mold into great wrestlers.
 ‘We’ll have a lot of new comers in the line up, but it wouldn’t 
surprise me to see a few of them find success. There’s going to be a 
learning curve for some transitioning to a higher level of competition, but 
I’m confident they’re willing to take on the challenge. Kate Grubbs is our 
only returning state qualifier. She is back this year with her goals set higher 
and making sure her peers are seeking a similar path,” Angle said. 
 The teams first meet will be away for a four team match-up 
between Dexter, Notre Dame, and De Soto. They hope for your support. 
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Hayden Alcorn
Reporter

Clark Steward
Sports Editor

The scoop on hoops

Thanksgiving football
Photo courtesy of Semoball    

Payton Howard ‘20  shoots a contested layup.

 Sikeston basketball had yet 
another strong season last year. With a 
record of 25-1, they won twenty-five 
games in a row winning the Fort Zumwalt 
Tournament, St. Dominic Tournament, and 
the SEMO Conference Tournament. The 
Bulldogs’ one loss, unfortunately, came in 
the Class Four District One Championship 
to bitter rival Cape Central.
 “It was heart-breaking. I thought 
our guys played well all season; it was 
just a tough loss at the end,” Head Coach 
Gregg Holifield said.
 After last year’s success, the 
Bulldogs look to bounce back despite 
losing five seniors:  Trey Jenkins, Kevin 
Jones, Owen Long, Parker Long, and Tra 
Ranson. The Bulldogs have a plethora of 
returning varsity players including five 
returning seniors:  Nicholas Harrison, 
Colby Henson, Payton Howard, Kenyon 
Smith, and Clark Steward, and a new one 
in Gage Rolwing. With many returning 

players the Bulldogs have a great amount of 
experience as they approach the upcoming 
season. 
  “I think we’re more inexperienced 
than in years past, but we have really 
good seniors that can help with that 
inexperience,” Holifield said.
 The first Friday night home game 
will be against Charleston on January 
10. The Bulldogs will have two Friday 
night away games before that including 
a matchup with Confluence Prep on 
December 6, and against Notre Dame on 
December 20. Between then, the Bulldogs 
have two tournaments: the SEMO 
Conference Tournament from December 
9-13, and the St. Dominic’s Christmas 
Tournament December 27-30.
 “I think there are going to be 
some good teams around here. I think 
Notre Dame and Cape will be two tough 
matchups within our district,” Coach 
Holifield said.

Photo Courtetsy of Google Images   
Mississippi State players celebrate an Egg Bowl win.

 Everyone has holiday traditions. Some people have a family 
dinner on Thanksgiving day. Some decorate the Christmas tree early. 
Many people watch the Thanksgiving day parade. For a number of 
people, this tradition involves football. 
 One of the long held Thanksgiving day football traditions is 
the Dallas Cowboys game. The Dallas Cowboys have played in and 
hosted 51 Thanksgiving day games since 1966. The Cowboys, who are 
widely known as “America’s Team,” have won 31 of these 51 games. 
Last season, the Cowboys took down the Washington Redskins. A final 
score of 31-23 improved the Cowboys’ Thanksgiving day record against 
the Redskins to 8-1 all time. 
 This tradition will be continued into this season, when the 
Cowboys will host the Buffalo Bills. After struggling in recent games, 
America’s Team will look to get back on the right track. The game starts 
at 3:30, and at this point in the season, almost every game is a must-win 
for the Cowboys. This game can be seen on CBS. 
 Another football tradition that is more prominent in Southeast 
Missouri is the Egg Bowl. The Egg Bowl is a college football game 
that is also played every year on Thanksgiving day. This game is played 
between the Mississippi State Bulldogs and The University of Mississippi 
(better known as Ole Miss) Rebels. This is a bitter in-state rivalry game 
that has no shortage of bad blood. Ole Miss leads the all time series with 
a record of 64-45-6 against Mississippi State, but the Bulldogs have won 
7 of the last 12 meetings between the teams. 
 After winning last year’s game by a score of 35-3, Mississippi 
State will look to continue their recent Egg Bowl success. On the other 

hand, Ole Miss is looking to bounce back after a small rough patch in 
this rivalry and get back to their winning tradition. The Rebels will travel 
to Starkville to take on the Bulldogs. No matter how each team’s season 
has gone before the rivalry game, each team will undoubtedly compete 
their hardest come Thanksgiving day. The match-up begins at 6:30 and 
is being televised on ESPN. 
 So, while you are sitting down this holiday season, you might 
turn on your television. Instead of watching giant balloons float down 
a street, you could change the channel and witness one of the greatest 
Thanksgiving day traditions: football.



Lilly Beth Sutton
Reporter

 Competitive gymnastics is an elite 
sport that is commonly looked over by the 
average person. When sports are thought of, 
most people do not think of gymnastics. The 
sport is extremely difficult and requires a 
countless amount of training that people do not 
even realize. 
 Gymnastics is composed of four 
different events performed by females and six 
different events performed by male gymnasts. 
Females compete on the vault, uneven bars, 
balance beam, and floor exercise, while males 
compete on the floor, uneven bars, parallel 
bars, rings, pommel horse, and floor exercise. 
 Simone Biles, one of the most 
influential gymnasts in the world, has taken 
gymnastics to a whole new level. Biles 
competed in the 2016 Olympics as one of the 
five on the U.S. women’s team. She became 
the first female gymnast to receive four gold 
medals in a single Olympics. 
 Biles received a gold medal for her 
performance on the balance beam, vault, and 
floor. She also earned a gold medal for winning 
the team all-around at the Games. 
 Since her victories at the Olympic 
Games, Simone Biles has become the most 
decorated gymnast in the history of the 
world championships. At the 2019 World 
Championships, Biles received five gold 
medals in the all-around, team competition, 
floor, vault, and balance beam. She has earned 
a total of 25 medals, nineteen of these medals 
being gold. That is more than any female or 
male gymnast in the history of gymnastics.
 As if breaking records wasn’t enough, 
Simone Biles has also extended women’s 
gymnastics by introducing four skills. The 

Tiny, but mighty

Photo Courtesy of Google Images
Simone Biles performs her balance beam routine at the Gymnastics World Championships. 

 Cheating has always been a part of games. 
Whether it’s playing cards, poker, or a sport, 
cheating always finds a way into the game. 
 The Black Sox Scandal was one of the first 
major scandals in professional sports. During the 
1919 World Series some members of the Chicago 
White Sox placed bets that the Cincinnati Reds 
would defeat the White Sox in the World Series. 
Players were intentionally losing the games in order 
to make large amounts of money. This scandal 
resulted in eight players being banned from the 
MLB for life, including the famous Pete Rose. 
 In 1986 it was discovered that Southern 
Methodist University, SMU, had been violating 
an NCAA rule for the past 16 years. Players were 
given large sums of money from boosters and the 
school, and team management was aware of this. 
 The NCAA handed out one of the harshest 
punishments in NCAA history. For the first and only 
time, the gave a team the ‘Death Penalty’. SMU 
was not allowed to play a single game in the 1987 
season, and this virtually destroyed their program.
 The New England Patriots have been 
caught in the midst of multiple scandals, such 
as spygate and deflategate. The most recent is 
deflategate. In the AFC Championship Game of 
the 2014-2015 playoffs, the Indianapolis Colts 
discovered that the Patriots were playing with 
under-inflated footballs. These findings resulted 
in a $1 million fine for the team and a four game 
suspension for Tom Brady. 
 The question is, where does the Houston 
Astros scandal rank amongst the all time worsts? In 
my opinion, while I do believe that stealing signs 
using technology is morally wrong, I don’t have a 
huge problem with their actions. Yes, I understand 
that it could harm the integrity of the game, but I 
also think that it was bound to happen. With all of 
the technological advancements being made in the 
game of baseball, I do not think that sign stealing is 
uncommon. I believe that other teams have done, or 
at least though of doing the same thing. 
 Overall, I feel as if this isn’t as much 
of a scandal as it is an immoral advancement in 
technology usage in baseball.

Clark’s 
Clubhouse

Clark Steward
Sports Editor
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four skills, that had never before been performed 
successfully by a female, were ultimately named 
after Biles in the gymnastics’ official Code of 
Points. The “Biles” dismount off the beam, the 
“Biles” and the “Biles II” on the floor exercise, 
and the “Biles” on the vault will be skills that 
live in her name even after she retires. 
 Biles’ most intricate skill is known as 
the “Biles II.” At the 2019 U.S. Gymnastics 
Championships, Simone Biles was the first 
woman to ever successfully land a triple double. 
This triple double consists of a double back 
flip with three twists, which she performed on 
the floor exercise. Not only did she go for the 
skill of a triple double, she stuck the landing. 
The “Biles II” is a skill that has commonly been 
called “the hardest move in the world.” Simone 
Biles performed it with ease, which is the reason 
it will forever be known under her name. 
 Biles has also made history with 
her performance of the “Biles” dismount off 
of the beam at the 2019 U.S. Gymnastics 
Championships. She became the first person to 
ever land the extremely difficult double-double 
dismount. The dismount consisted of a double-
twisting, double somersault off the beam.
 Simone Biles is destined to compete at 
the 2020 Olympic Games in Tokyo. The young 
gymnast is hoping to extend her medal winnings 
and claim as many gold medals as possible. 
Biles has said that after the Games she plans 
to retire and end her career on a positive note. 
She will go down in history as one of the most 
impressive international athletes. 
 Simone Biles continues to inspire 
young gymnasts everyday through her passion 
for the sport. She has made a name for herself 
and the sport of gymnastics. 
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Fall Red Pepper Formal

       Photo Courtesy of Jennifer Hodgkiss
Shelby Hodgkiss, Red Pepper Cayenne, crowns Sam Drury  as the 2019 Red Pepper  

King. The King candidates were voted on by Red Peppers.

       Photo Courtesy of Jennifer Hodgkiss
The 2019-2020 Red Pepper Candidates are Warren Chinwuko, Zane Davis, Payton Howard, 

Sam Drury, Gage Rolwing, and Charlie Cox.

       Photo Courtesy of Candy Ellis
The 2019-2020 Red Pepper Officers: Shelby Hodgkiss, Isabelle McGill, Rory Jaynes, Kylyn 

Newton, Kirah Anthony, Lakyn Kaminsky, and Kylie Lossing. 

       Photo Courtesy of Lora Fodge
 Juniors Caroline Fodge, Lilly Beth Sutton, and Olivia Grant pose for a picture.

       Photo Courtesy of Kim Wheeler  
Sophomores Addie Coplin, Kenlea Cochran, Laci Taylor, Taylor Dover, Paige Faulkenberg,  

Quinn Riley, Camryn Self, Mackenzie Conway, Lydia Wren, Molly Grace Bogle, Aubrey 
Wheeler, and Zoe Robison get together for pictures before Formal. 

       Photo Courtesy of Kaci Self
Freshmen Emma Qualls, Lilly Hodgkiss, and Emma-Claire Self get ready to 

attend their first Red Pepper Formal.


