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Spring FeverSpring Fever

“ I look forward to going to watch all the 
cardinals spring training games and 
getting ready for soccer season, but I also 
cannot wait for the warmer weather and 
getting ready for summer, another thing i 
cannot wait for is hanging out with my 
friends, especially my friend James 
LeLepior.”  - Jeremiah Wade ‘25

“I love the season of spring because I get 
to play tennis with all of my friends. I 
also get to enjoy the warm, nice weather 
and go out and do things outside.” - Ben 
Gilmore ‘23

    While it seems like Winter was just yesterday with the constant changing of everyone's 
favorite Missouri weather, we are in the middle of February and spring is right around the 
corner from us. 
    At this point of the school year we are already halfway through the year, with winter 
sports coming to a close while we turn our thoughts towards the upcoming spring sport 
activities. 
        I think I speak for most of the student body when I say I'm ready for the week break we 
get for spring break this year. It's always nice to be out of school. Spring break is a great way to 
give our minds a week's rest preparing to come back to school to finish out the rest of the year.

“This spring I'm most looking 
forward to track season. I’ve done a 
lot of oo season training and I'm 
ready to go and show everything 
I’ve been working on behind closed 
doors. I’m also looking forward to 
spring because that's just another 
ststep closer to summer.” - Reese 
Steward ‘23

 “The thing I look most forward 
to in the spring season is probably 
baseball season. I love sitting in 
the bleachers with all the bleacher 
babes and watching baseball just 
bring a smile to my face.” - Ava 
Alcorn ‘23

Article by: Harrison Arndt     Design by: Riley Watson

Photos courtesy of H
ailee Clark
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The Junior ACT is a great opportunity for students to 
have a chance to take the ACT without having to pay. While the 
ACT is normally $60 dollars, thanks to the SPS Foundation and 
the Sikeston Jaycees, students have a chance to take it for free 
on Tuesday, April 5.

“In previous years, we have seen juniors earn their 
highest score on the school district ACT test” Mrs. Thornbrough 
said. 
         Students will arrive at school at normal time and begin the 
test in the Math and Science Center. After the test they will be 
released to eat lunch under the pavilion by the tennis courts. The 
remainder of the day will be spent enjoying activities and games 
outside by the pavilion. This is an opportunity for students to try 
to raise their ACT score and get more money for college. 

“I am excited to take the free ACT this April because it 
will give me an opportunity to raise the score that I have worked 
so hard for.  I am thankful that the school gives us students the 
opportunity to do this each year and I think it is a good thing for 
every Junior to participate in,” Lilly Hodgkiss ‘23 said.

Last year, the test was taken electronically. This year, the 
school chose to offer the paper version of the test.

“This year, we decided to opt for the paper version of 
the test, because we felt the electronic version made it harder for 
students to view questions that require reading a table or finding 
a passage in a paragraph,” Mrs Thornbrough added. 

Juniors who have signed up for the free ACT will be 
registering during their English classes on March 17.  Students 
will receive more information regarding the testing  in the 
coming weeks.

“I feel like the ACT 
is a hard test, but it is 
important information 
you have to know and 
is very useful to get 
in college.” -Dominic 
Mullin ‘23

“The ACT has caused me 
so much pain emotionally, 
mentally and physically, I 
have a love-hate relationship 
with this test but I know it 
will pay off in the long run.”      
- Reese Steward ‘23

“I am excited to take the free 
ACT this April because it 
will give me an opportunity 
to raise the score that I have 
worked so hard for.  I am 
thankful that the school gives 
us students the opportunity to 
do this each year and I think 
it is a good thing for every 
Junior to participate in.”-
Lilly Hodgkiss ‘23

“I feel grateful to be given the 
choice of taking a free ACT. I 
took one in the summer and 
the payment caused me so 
much stress along with other 
variables, but since this one 
is free, some of the stress has 
been lifted and now I feel as if I 
can perform better on the test. 
I am looking forward to it!” - 
Kirsten Fairhurst ‘23
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 Senior year is the time everyone looks forward to 
as a high school student. Seniors take their favorite classes, 
enjoy their extra benefits they worked so hard for, such as off 
campus lunch, and they get to enjoy spending their last year 
with their favorite friends and teachers. However, what most 
seniors look forward to is graduation. 
 Getting out of school a little before all the 
underclassmen is a great feeling and a little reward for 
making it this far, but what allows seniors to get released 
this early? Senior Counselor, Kim Thornbrough, gives us the 
requirements that are met to allow seniors their last week off.
 “What requirements need to be met in order 
for seniors to be released early from the school year?”, 
Thornbrough said.
 With school being out due to weather and sickness 
issues, students’ hours are diminishing quickly, hurting 
seniors’ chances of getting out a week early. One activity that 
can take one’s mind off of lengthening their school year is 
filling out scholarships.
 Yes, school is already full of long hours, homework, 
and a sport or job afterwards and no one wants to do any 
extra work, but what if that extra work earned money to 
make the next steps in life easier.
 Scholarships are wonderful in helping pay for college 
and almost a necessity. Some scholarships are harder to 
get than others and some scholarships may not pertain to 
everyone, but there are scholarships for almost anything 
one can imagine from financial disadvantages to being left-
handed. 
 College Advisor, Taneshia Pulley, tells us why 
scholarships are so important. “Why are scholarships so 
important?”, Pulley said.

 An easy way to find scholarships is by looking online 
through trusted websites or by looking at the list in the Class 
of 2022 google classroom. Most scholarships found online 
will be national scholarships that are easier to fill out but 
harder to receive, while most scholarships posted by Mrs. 
Thornbrough are local scholarships that will increase the 
chances of receiving rewards. These local scholarships, such 
as the Mary Margaret Story Yarbrough Memorial Scholarship 
and the Kiwanis Club Scholarship, can also be found outside 
of Mrs. Thornbrough’s office.
 Scholarships often ask for essays, letters of 
recommendation, and multiple questions that usually ask 
for no more than 300-500 words. An easy time saver to 
help fill out more scholarships is to keep questions that you 
have already answered in a folder of some sort, as many 
scholarships will ask relatively the same questions. Essays can 
also be saved in the same folder as you might see some essay 
prompts multiple times.
 While getting out of school a week early is the main 
focus of most seniors as of now, scholarships still need to 
stay in that line of sight as they are a very important factor in 
these next steps in life. All we can do now is hope no more 
days of school get canceled and fill out scholarships.

A T T E N T I O N A T T E N T I O N 
A L L  S E N I O R S !A L L  S E N I O R S !

Article By: Trey Scott       Designed By: Hailee Clark
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March is upon us. With the start of March some would say it’s a dead period for sports. There is no more football, 
baseball is in a lockout, and professional basketball is on its resolution of the season. However, March is  definitely not 

deprived of sports. In fact, it is debatably the most exciting sporting event of the year.  
March Madness is the NCAA Division I Men’s Basketball Tournament that involves 68 of the best teams in 

the country going at it for a chance at a national championship for their respective schools. This year will be nothing 
short of an exciting tournament with no clear unanimous dominant team, and “dark horses” all around.

Andon Christian ‘24 said “My dark horse to win it all has to be St. Mary’s after they recently beat 
Gonzaga.”

College Basketball has seen constant changes in the AP polls.  As of now the top teams going into 
the tournament are:  Gonzaga, Arizona, Auburn, and Purdue.  Gonzaga has been on top of the AP polls 

for years and has stayed a tournament favorite for consecutive years. Gonzaga would be a safe bet to go 
far in the tournament despite having what many would say an easier second half of the season. 

Auburn is a team that brings the most in interest this year and has suffered from two very 
surprising losses to Arkansas and Florida.  These losses later in the season dropped them from the 
number one seed, however, they are still a top team in the country and shouldn’t be taken lightly. 

Tough conferences can’t be an excuse however because Purdue and Arizona haven’t had 
it easy either. Purdue had a tough go in the renowned Big Ten though it may be weaker than in 

previous years it still was no cake walk for the Boilermakers. Whilst the Arizona Wildcats came up 
on top of a surprisingly solid PAC12 conference. These teams will be your top dogs in this year’s 
tournament however March Madness has proven to evade expectations and you may see a few 
upsets throughout the tournament and could see someone beat the favorites.

As stated before, there is definitely no definitive favorite to win it this year and many 
teams could surprise and come on top. Starting off probably the two biggest schools in the sport: 

Kentucky and Duke, Kentucky has been considered by many experts a pick to win it.  They have 
accumulated a squad different from former years and has actually developed a team that isn’t 
completely filled with freshmen. This year Kentucky has one of the best shooters in the country, 
Kellen Grady, and a favorite for national player of the year, Oscar Tshiebwe.  Both players will play 
a major role in the tournament if the Cats are to go far. 

The Blue Devils are no slouches either. They play under possibly the greatest coach of all 
time Coach Krzyzewski who has been one of the highest achieving coaches in college basketball 
history. He has announced that he is retiring after this year so he will do his best to go out on 
a win. Duke has an extremely good team with a top five NBA prospect Paolo Banchero as the 

lead man with a great supporting cast. They are destined for success in Coach K’s last ride. 
Other teams to look at are UCLA, USC, and Illinois as potential winners. But the hype 
around March Madness for even the most avid fans is the Bracket.

The Bracket is probably the most appealing part for most people when it comes 
to March Madness it serves as an equal ground for both hardcore and avid fans due to it 

mostly being off luck. It is borderline impossible to make a perfect bracket but it is still a fun 
way to enjoy March Madness. There are a lot of dark horses to pick from in this year’s bracket 

such as:  Memphis, Alabama, UConn, Murray State, and Arkansas, being some of the many 
teams that could make or break a bracket. But despite what it may seem, brackets can’t be 
predicted, it is the most unpredictable sporting event in the world.

Lucas King ‘22 said “The fact that any team can beat any team on a given day makes it 
so interesting. There is no guarantee in March.”

March Madness starts on March 13, and will be going on almost everyday through 
April 4. March Madness has gone on for many years and has been one of the more exhilarating 
sporting events ever. If you are not much of a basketball fan you should definitely give it a shot 
and make a bracket or two and watch a few of the thrilling games. It is truly a great experience 

for all and no one should miss out on the insanity that awaits in this year’s March Madness.
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Red Pepper Speeches and Cheer Tryouts

It’s March and that means it is time to elect 
new Red Pepper Officers and select the Cheerleaders 
for the next school year.  This is a time that many 
have thought about since they were little kids, 
dreaming of one day being a Red Pepper Officer or 
Cheerleader.  It is a time for stepping out of your 
comfort zone to give the speech or performance that 
you have worked so hard for.
 Red Pepper Speeches and Cheer Tryouts 
will be held at the Field House on March 10 at 6pm.   
Candidates running for a ‘22-’23 Red Pepper Office 
will give their speeches along Cheer Tryouts.  
 Red Pepper Sponsor, Sarah McGill gives 
some information concerning future Officers.  
“There are twelve students vying for six Red Pepper 
Officer positions,” McGill said.
 Each year, Red Pepper Juniors are eligible 
to run for Red Pepper Cayenne, Vice Cayenne, 
Secretary, Treasurer, Demerit Chairman, and 
Head Cheerleader.  Each of these positions play an 
important role in making sure the organization runs 
smoothly.
 Deonna Drury ‘23 is excited to run for 
Cayenne.  “I think I would make a good Red Pepper 
Cayenne because my personality is perfect for it.  I 
also think I’m a good candidate because I would 
keep the traditions alive and be a great leader for all 
of the Red Peppers and incoming greenies,” Drury 
said.
 A big part of being elected for an office 
is the speech you give during tryout night.  Reese 
Steward ‘23 and Brooke Taylor ‘23, the other 
candidates for Cayenne, are looking forward 
to giving their speeches. “I’m looking forward 
to supporting my friends and making as many 
memories as I can with the people I love before our 
time is up together,” Steward said.
 “I am most looking forward to sharing 
my Sikeston experience with my fellow candidates, 
current red peppers, our outstanding sponsors, and 
the rest of the crowd,” Taylor said.
 Red Peppers is an organization that gives 
girls the opportunity to make many memories over 
the years.  Ava Alcorn ‘23 and Harley Hunter ‘23, 
candidates for Vice Cayenne, share their favorite part 
about being a Red Pepper.  
 “My favorite part about being a Red Pepper 
is the tradition.  I love wearing our matching outfits 
and chanting together at the games. Being the only 
school that does this makes us unique and I love 
being a part of it,” Alcorn said. 

“My favorite part about  being a Red Pepper 
is the adrenaline rush cheering on the Bulldogs at 
any sporting event. The section is so alive and it’s 
a great experience cheering on the dogs with your 
good friends.  There’s nothing like it,” Hunter said.

Many of the girls running for office have 
dreamed of this day since they were little girls.  Zoie 
McDonald ‘23 has wanted this since she was little.  

“Red Peppers was something I couldn’t wait to be 
a part of ever since I was three years old.  I want to 
be Secretary because I know I could do the job well 
and I want to follow my best friend, Molly Bogle’s 
footsteps,” McDonald said.

Isabella Guzman ‘23, the other candidate 
for Secretary, feels the same.  

 “Ever since I’ve been in Red 
Peppers, I’ve looked up to the officers.  I want to be 
the one they look up to and an officer they can trust,” 
Guzman said.

The Red Pepper organization is full 
of tradition.  Lydia Couch and Allie Rodgers, 
candidates for Treasurer, share their favorite 
traditions.

“My favorite Red Pepper tradition is 
most likely fun night because we are bringing the 
incoming Red Peppers and showing them what this 
group will be like, and how much fun it will be,” 
Couch said.

“My favorite Red Pepper tradition is for 
sure the banquet,” Rodgers said.

Another big part of Red Peppers is the 
atmosphere we bring on Friday nights.  Emma 
Qualls ‘23, the only candidate for Demerit 
Chairman, talks about her experience.

“My favorite part of Red Peppers is getting 
to sit in the section with all of my friends and cheer 
for the bulldogs. I always lose my voice on Friday 
nights, but it’s totally worth it,” Qualls said.

Along with the Red Pepper section are the 
Cheerleaders, cheering loudly on the court.  Blair 
Durham ‘23 and Lindsay Byrd ‘23, candidates for 
Head Cheerleader, share why they believe they 
would make a great leader.

“I think I’d be a good candidate for Head 
Cheerleader because I love my team and cheer,” 
Durham said.

“I think I would be a good Head 
Cheerleader because I have good leadership skills, 
I’m very organized, responsible, and I love helping 
others. I will also strive to have great communication 
and a relationship with the other cheerleaders.  
Although, I think the other candidate for this 
position would be amazing as well,” Byrd said.

As March 10, approaches, these girls will 
prepare themselves for the night by writing Speeches 
and preparing cheers to show their fellow classmates 
why they believe they should be elected for next 
school year’s leadership positions.

Bring New LeadershipsBring New Leaderships
Design By: Sophia CarterArticle By: Lilly Hodgkiss 
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 “I’m a Pepper, you’re a Pepper, she’s a Pepper, we’re all Peppers, wouldn’t you like to be a Pepper too?” 
The Red Peppers have been an official Sikeston High School club since 1928. The high school organization 
is considered one of the oldest in Missouri and brings a sense of school pride to all functions and events. In 
March, the organization will be congregating to commence their 93rd annual Spring formal.
 March is a very important month for the Red Peppers historically. Around this time, the girls prepare 
for their annual Spring dance and “old” officers prepare to hand over their titles to new girls. This ceremony 
like trade off occurs at an annual banquet and this tradition has taken place since the 1930’s.
 Originally, the banquet was held at the old Dunn Hotel but in recent years, the location has been 
switched to banquet halls. During this time, many girls share their feelings about the departing Red Peppers 
and praise the incoming officers by giving speeches. 
 “Being a Red Pepper Cayenne was my first big goal in life. I am proud to say I have accomplished that 
goal and I am so grateful I got to lead this amazing organization. It’s bittersweet because I am sad to leave 
but I am excited to see three passionate candidates run for the position of Cayenne for next year,” Mackenzie 
Conway ‘22 said.
 The officer titles include Cayenne, Vice-Cayenne, Secretary, Treasurer, Demerit Chairman, and Head 
Cheerleader.  These positions are currently filled by Mackenzie Conway, Lydia Wren, Molly Bogle, Taylor 
Dover, Laci Taylor and Halley Kim. These seniors will be passing the Red Pepper legacy onto incoming seniors 
such as Deonna Drury, Reese Steward, and Brooke Taylor.
 “Running for Red Pepper Cayenne makes me feel grateful because I can potentially be the person who 
carries on the Sikeston tradition. Receiving this title would be a great accomplishment in my book because it 
allows me to show how much of a dedicated leader I am and how the organization impacts the school. I would 
feel so honored to be Sikeston Senior High’s next Cayenne,” Deonna Drury ‘23 said.
 As well as the offices being handed over to new members, all senior Red Peppers will be recognized at 
the banquet. Baby pictures will be shown of them as a way of showing how far they have come. This may be a 
hard time for seniors because it is one of the last Red Pepper events they will have.
 “I’m going to miss being a part of an amazing group of people that has great school spirit. All of the 
Friday games and memories will be so missed! I can’t believe it’s almost over, these four years have gone by so 
fast,” Leslie Willis ‘22 said.
 After the end of year banquet, the Red Peppers will then have an annual 
Spring dance. This year’s dance is Met Gala themed, which is found to be 
exciting by many members of the organization.
 “The Met Gala theme seems so extravagant and is something that 
hasn’t been done before. I’m excited to see all the decorations and outfits 
that will be worn to the dance. I also enjoyed voting on the them and 
feel like that aspect made it more inclusive because it is what the Red 
Peppers want,” Rehanna Jones ‘25 said.
  The dance is solely for Red Peppers and you can only be invited 
by a member of the organization. At the dance, many converse and dance 
to the music.

93 YEARS OF RED93 YEARS OF RED
PEPPER TRADITIONPEPPER TRADITION  

Article by: Kirsten Fairhurst   
 Design by: Blake Wrather & Sophia Carter
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              Article By : Noah Mason  

 Spring season is here at SHS and 
that means the Sikeston Girls Soccer team 
is embarking on another season. The Lady 
Dawgs are hoping to bounce back after a tough 
season last year.
           “I am looking forward to getting 
back on the soccer field and having a great 
season, building on our accomplishments from 
last year” Cate Schrumpf ‘24 said.
           The girls have been hard at work 
during this offseason by attending indoor 
futsal sessions. The expectations and goals for 
the season are high.
            A goal that I have for the team is 
to improve our record from last year and be 
able to have fun as a team while playing” Zoe 
Robison ‘22 said.
           Coach Dement has set the standard 
high for his team this season and is expecting a 
lot out of them.
            “Our expectations are to improve on 
last season by our number of wins as well as 
being more competitive in the always tough 
SEMO Conference” Head Coach Gabe Dement 
said.
           This year the Bulldogs will be more 
experienced and a lot older of a team. The 
Lady Dawgs are expecting to have 8-10 
returning Juniors and Seniors. They have 
strong leaders in the group including seniors 
Karris Allen, Kelsie Anderson, Amaryi Blissett, 
and Zoe Robison. 
            Practices started February 28th and 
the team will be looking to those seniors and 
others to lead them to accomplish the goals 
that they have set this year.
           The team will travel to Carbondale, 
Illinois and Hannibal, Missouri for 
tournaments this year. The Bulldogs will host 
ten teams at home, including Fredericktown 
for their Senior Night on May 10. 
            The girls will host the Anna-
Jonesboro Wildcats on March 21 for their first 
home game of the season. Go out and support 
the Lady Bulldogs.

 
 As the unpredictable Missouri weather 
begins to increase in temperature, boys tennis is 
gearing up for action with an exciting new addition: 
Coach Derek James. 
 With a brand new season right around the 
corner and spirits high a few players were asked to 
express their excitement. 
           “A lot of new people are going to be 
joining this season so I am excited for the freshness 
of that,” Jake Buchanan ‘23 said. 
            Longtime player Tyler Mchaffie 23’ 
offered his contribution to the question as well. 
 “I am excited this year because it’s a chance 
to better myself and be competitive,” Mchaffie said. 
            On a different note, there are a handful of 
brand new players to accompany Coach James.
            “I’m excited to try a new sport! I’ve never 
played legitimate tennis before so I’m ready to see 
what I can do,” Noah Mason ‘22 said.
          In light of a somewhat fresh start for the 
team, I asked Coach James what he had to say to 
anyone considering taking part in the sport.
 “Tennis is a fun and exciting sport to 
play. It does not take long to understand the rules 
and newcomers can become very competitive very 
quickly. It can be very rewardings and the results 
of your hard work can become apparent rather 
quickly,” Coach James said.
            Noah Mason spoke on his decision to 
change sports.
 “I’ve done track my whole life, but I’ve 
always wanted to try tennis so I thought I’d give it a 
shot senior year,” Mason said.
                     Coach James joined his players in 
speaking about his expectations for the season.
 “Since I am new this season I first want 
to get to know the guys and then we can find out 
what our strengths and areas of weakness are. I 
want our team to compete and learn to battle for 
points and ultimately matches. Tennis takes skill 
and athleticism, but also takes a strong mental 
approach,” Coach James said.
 So, for anyone considering joining 
the team now is the perfect time to do it. It will 
surely be a great learning experience for everyone 
involved, including long-time players. For those 
of you who just want to enjoy the games from the 
comfort of the bleachers with popcorn in hand, the 
first game will be in Jackson on March 22nd. 
Wildcats on March 21 for their first home game of 
the season. Go out and support the Lady Bulldogs.

      The 2022 track season is already 
underway. Track practice started on February 
28, 2022. The coaches for track are Jacob May 
for pole vault, Chris Sarakas for jumps, Ben 
Rushin for throws, *coach* for distance, and  
Head Coach, Betsy Colwick for sprints. 
       This upcoming track season will be 
very exciting, and so was last years. At the end 
of the year,  eight of the track athletes made 
it to state. Those athletes included, Armani 
Hodges for shot put, Daniel Lawrence for 
110m hurdles, 300m hurdles, and 4x100m 
relay, CJ Posey ‘22 for high jump, long jump, 
and 4x100m relay, Mark Fisher ‘22 for discus, 
Dakwan Tilson ‘22 for 4x100m relay, Jonathan 
Green ‘22 for 4x100m relay, Ethan Pope ‘23 for 
4x100m relay alternate, and Reese Steward ‘23 
for long jump. 
      All of those athletes were excited to 
go to state. They had made it through districts 
and sectionals, and got to go to state. This 
was a huge accomplishment to all, especially 
Reese Steward. Steward was very thankful 
considering it was her first year of track. 
       “Going to State my first year of track 
was really exciting and terrifying at the same 
time! It was a day I’ll never forget. I ended up 
getting a medal but the weather was awful! It 
was a great experience overall though and I 
was really thankful to be able to go,” Steward 
said. 
      This upcoming season will be much 
easier for Coach Betsy Colwick. Last year 
was her first year as the Head Coach and she 
did not know a lot of the athletes since she 
was new. This year she is very excited for the 
returners to come back. 
    “I’m super excited! I know how the 
season goes as a coach now. I also am super 
happy about knowing a lot of my athletes this 
year. Last year being the new head coach was 
intimidating having a lot of athletes that I 
didn’t know and that didn’t know me! I have a 
good amount of returners ready to work hard 
this year and show out!” Colwick said. 
      Even the newcomers into track are 
excited for this upcoming season. Raegan 
Revelle ‘24 is new to track this year. Revelle 
is most excited about running track with her 
senior brother, Camden Revelle, for one of his 
last.
      “I’m excited to do track with my 
brother for his senior year and try throws and 
distance which I’ve never done before,” Revelle 
said. 
     Adding onto newcomers, Sikeston 
track has a new distance coach. Kristen 
Richardet, who was the distance coach. 
Richardet moved to Union High School in 
Union, Missouri at the end of the school year 
last year, leaving track without a distance 
coach. *New coach* will take over her spot and 
is very excited for the upcoming season. 
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  Sikeston High School Baseball is finally be-
ginning their new  season this spring.  The tryouts were 
held the last week of February and the boys seem to be 
ready for their upcoming season.
    “ I am feeling confident about this upcoming season. 
As a team we’re doing all we can to get ready and 
dominate this upcoming season” Noah Pruitt ‘23 said. 
Players on the team are eager to get started as their first 
game is approaching quickly. 
                    With plenty of motivation for the upcoming 
season, the team also welcomes new head coach Josh 
Hopkins to lead the team. Not only do the players seem 
to be upbeat about the new season according to Pruitt 
‘23, but the new head coach also has some opinions 
about the upcoming season. 
    “I am very excited to have this opportunity to coach 
such a great group of kids and plan for this to be the 
best season yet,” Hopkins said. The team and it’s players 
plan to improve and excel in ways never done before, 
claims players and coaches. 
                    The SHS Boys Baseball Team left last year’s 
season with an overall record of 18-20. While they 
ranked 37 in the State division some players had a dif-
ferent view on their record. 

“I think we at the beginning really weren’t 
trying to play as a team but we tried our best to work 
together and not point fingers. But this year I really 
believe we will have another good season just like last 
year,” Conner Wallace ‘23 said. Team members believe 
their season was great but cannot wait to be better than 
last year. 
                      The team and the coaches all have high 
hopes for their upcoming season and it hopes it is simi-
lar or better than last season.  Both players and coaches 

focus on great things but realize they have things to 
correct too. 

“As a team I believe we can all improve on our 
communication aspect of the game, I think we need to 
talk better and get great chemistry going this season,” 
Pruitt ‘23 said. The players are greatly optimistic all 
together and welcome their weaknesses. 
                    We can see the SHS Baseball team is happy 
to play as a team but they also are able to focus on their 
strengths indiuvally.  Each member of the team reminds 
themselves  of how they can better serve as players on 
the team, not afraid to show how they can improve and 
improve their team. 

“My main goal this season is to perform well 
together as a team and get that chemistry going to make 
sure we can all play together nicely,” Pruitt ‘23 said. 
Improvement and motivation seems to be the motto for 
the SHS Baseball Team this year. 
                    The players and its coaches all have big goals 
this season. This goal is something the team has been 
wanting to accomplish since last year and hoping their 
work they are putting gets them to it. 

“I think it would be great if we could go far 
in the playoffs or even win state,” Landon Carter ‘24 
said. Team member Wallace ‘23 also agreed with this 
ambitious goal hoping to achieve something really big 
this year. 
                   Baseball players are beginning to welcome 
and enthusmain.. The SHS Baseball players are enthusi-
astic about their upcoming and optimistic but its overall 
outcomes.  The Boys baseball game is against De Smet 
Jesuit in St. Louis in Busch Stadium. The players and 
coaches encourage you to come and kick off the new 
season. 

 With the winter seasons approaching an end, 
the Spring sports are coming to life. Golf season is 
a unique season, and an exciting one. This year the 
team has four returning players: Payton Spurlock 
‘22, Jay Lape ‘22, Cullen Pearson ‘22, and Andrew 
Faire ‘22. The team also has two new freshmen on 
the squad:  Eli Stevenson and Henry Ardt. The team 
picked up a new Senior, Carson Beaird, who trans-
ferred from baseball.
 This year the team has a new golf coach, Mr 
Marvin Whitson who is looking forward to the sea-
son.
              The team didn’t finish with any players 
making it to the state tournament. They finished 
their season at a very difficult course in Farmington, 
Missouri called Crown Point. The team finished with 
392 strokes as a whole, which wasn’t good enough to 
continue their season.  
              Returning golfer Payton Spurlock looks to 

improve this season.
“I look to improve in all areas of my game 

this year. I have struggled with my irons in the past. I 
am very confident because all of my teammates and I 
have improved and are ready to go” Spurlock said. 
 The Bulldogs start their season over spring 
break. Their first match will take place on March 
22, in Kennett, Missouri. The team will take the five 
top players at the time to place the best score. Head 
Coach Marvin Whitson said, 
              “I am extremely excited for our first match. 
Kennett won’t be an easy course but I believe in my 
team. We really have improved a lot already this 
season.” 

Andrew Faire , a returning senior said, “I am 
very excited for this first tournament, it’s basically like 
a Jamboree so we can test our skills and see where 
we need to improve on. It also will help our game on 
different courses,” Faire said. 11
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          On February 16, Sikeston High Schools Wrestling program sent 
nine of their wrestlers to Columbia Missouri for state at Mizzou. 

The wrestling program sent four girls: Ellie Douglass (‘25), 
Alayna Ray (‘23), Kate Grubbs (‘22), Lila Eckert (‘22), and five 

guys: Sam Lancaster (‘22), Blayne McDermott (,23), Dominic 
Mullin (‘23) Trey Scott (‘22), and Mark Fisher (‘22).

           These wrestlers started wrestling February 17, and 
their last match was February 18. Head coach Blake 
Angle traveled with the team and was with the wrestlers 

both days 
This year the Wrestling Program sent more seniors than ever 

in Sikeston High School history. One of the four girls is Kate Grubbs. 
Grubbs has been a state qualifier for the past four years and last year placed 

fourth in the state. This year Grubbs got pushed out of the tournament after 
a loss to a girl from Washington High School.

           The same thing happened to Alayna Ray. Ray lost her first 
round match and ended up on the backside of her bracket. Once 

on the backside, Alayna won her first match on the backside 
of the bracket against Harrisonville but then lost her second 

match against William Christian to get her pushed out of the 
tournament. 

           Lila Eckert was the only wrestler from Sikeston 
to win her first match putting her on the front side of 

her bracket. In the second round, Lila lost her second 
match to Park Hills South moving her to the backside 
of her bracket. In her third round of wrestling, she 

won her match against Seneca moving her on in her 
bracket. During the fourth round Eckert lost to Park Hills for her 

final match. 
           The Sikeston Wrestling program took one freshman this year, Ellie 

Douglass. Douglass placed at districts sending her to state. Ellie lost her first 
round match against Lebanon and her second round match against Mexico 
pushing her out of the tournament.
           This was everyone of the boys that Sikeston sent first year at state. All of 
the boys had the same outcome of losing their first and second round matches 
pushing them all out of the tournament.  Sikeston Wrestling Program only sent 
one Sophomore, Sam Lancaster. Lancaster lost to a junior from Neosho his 
first round and a senior from McCluer in his second round. 
           The wrestling program sent two Junior boys Blayne McDermott and 
Dominic Mullin. McDermott lost his first match to a freshman from Bolivar 
and his second match to a junior from Parkway West. Mullin lost his first 
round match to Marshfield and wrestled Van Horn ending Mullin’s Junior year.
           This was seniors Mark Fisher and Trey Scott’s first and last year 
qualifying for state. Both boys lost their first two matches making them the 
last matches they would wrestle through the Sikeston High Schools wrestling 
program. 
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With winter sports coming to a close and 
spring sports starting up, It is a good time to reflect and 
look back on how exactly winter sports played out. It 
is easy to say that the girls basketball team had a great 
season this year; finishing with a record of 17-6 in the 
regular season and made it to the second round of this 
year’s districts. 

The girls had a great season and many 
highlights throughout the season. They finished the 
season strong with dominating performances against 
Kelly, Doniphan, and Cape Central. The girls came out 
on top in the first round, but had a heartbreaking loss 
against Farmington to end the season. This is definitely 
a season to remember for both Coach Asmus and 
Coach Wills,

 “I think our season went very well this year. 
We had a great group of young ladies representing 
Sikeston High School and our basketball program. 
The girls had a successful and winning regular season, 
finishing with a 17-7 record.  Our postseason play 
didn’t go as we had hoped, but it wasn’t because of lack 
of trying. This team played every game with heart and 
the determination of true competitors. I could not be 
more proud of them individually, and collectively as a 
team. They are definitely a team to be remembered in 
years to come,”.Wills said.

Hopefully we can set a standard that can be 
followed for seasons to come. But even with a successful 
season like this one, it will be hard to emulate, but it is 
possible.  

This year’s season was definitely one for the 
books. The team overall had a good record and had 
developed a team that will continue to have successful 
seasons in the future. Having such a successful 
regular season and a solid outing in districts. It was 
overall a great season for the girls and they shouldn’t 
be discouraged by any means. The girls truly made 
Sikeston proud with a legendary season for the girls 
basketball team. Basketball is a team sport and everyone 
knows that the girls wouldn’t have succeeded without 
well polished chemistry and teamwork. But the known 
figurehead of this team was the seniors.

This year’s senior class was essential for the 
success of the Lady Dogs this year. All of the seniors 
provided leadership for the underclassmen and played 
roles that benefited everyone involved. The well-
polished team chemistry can be credited to the great 
leadership the seniors had. 

“We all really support each other. We win 
together and lose together. Us seniors have been doing 
this for a long time, and we know if we all want to 
succeed, we can’t make excuses for our mistakes. We 
just have to fix it and do better next time,” McKenna 
Jenkins ‘22 said. 

The entire team did well; there was no weak 
link to this squad and they should carry on to future 
seasons with similar success. However the dynamic duo 
of Karris Allen and Amaryi Blissett cannot be replaced. 
Both of the seniors had amazing final seasons, both 
were X Factors on both ends of the floor, and have both 
certified a legacy for themselves in their achievements. 

Amaryi Blissett joined the 1000 point club in 
the senior night game against Kelly. 

“It feels surreal to be able to join a special 
place in Sikeston Girls Basketball history,” Blissett said.  
Blissett has played a major role for all for four years of 
her high school career and hopefully her impact has 
encouraged her underclassmen to play up to her level 
one day. 

Her other half, Karris Allen, is considered 
the unanimous star of the Lady Dogs. She is ending 
her high school career as a Sikeston Bulldog Legend, 
making the record books for Sikeston helping the future 
of the program for years to come.  

 “When I first started playing basketball, I set a 
goal for myself and with hard work and determination, 
it translated onto the court. I spent many hours at 
the YMCA with friends. At school, I practiced after 
practice. I competed in AAU basketball every summer. 
I even had a personal trainer. It really goes to show that 
you get out what you put in. I want others to know that 
they too can be impactful, but it starts with a goal, then 
a plan, and then action, “Allen said.

It feels great to even be in the conversation of 
being the best girls basketball player in the history of 
Sikeston!”

 She will be going D1 as a Hilltopper for 
Western Kentucky and continue her basketball career. 
Allen and the fellow seniors all made a major impact on 
the team and will continue to have an impact as their 
influence continues down generations of present and 
future Lady Dogs.

The girls had a great season this year having a 
great regular season and having a solid run in this year’s 
district tournament. The Lady Dogs had a highlight 
season making it entertaining for everyone and left a 
remarkable impact on the program. 
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Sikeston Boys Basketball is back from DeSoto, where they competed 
against Windsor and Festus. Before going to districts, Sikeston had a 15-10 record. 

Their record now is similar to when the team won the 2021 district championship, 
and their record was 12-9.

This year they are competing in a super district, which is a district that has 
eight teams. Every team has a game every round so no team gets a by. With super 

districts, the district championship game replaces the Sectional round. After the 
Chapionship game, there will be a quarterfinal game that takes place before the team 

heads to state (the semi final and finals game). Sikeston Basketball head coach Gregg 
Holifield tells us how the team prepares for the big games. 
 “We worked hard, our guys worked hard. Festus did a great job in the first 
half, we played well in the second half but it wasn’t enough,” Holifield said. Along 
with preparing for districts, the team was also excited to be a part of the DeSoto 
districts. Dylon Turner ‘22 shares how he felt about going to districts. 

 “I’m ready for it. It’s either win or go home and my team has always produced 
when it’s time. So I feel good and I don’t  think my season will be cut short at 

all,” Turner said. 
After district the team plans to move forward to state. Tyler Owens tells us how 

he felt playing at districts. 
 

  “I felt like every game was my last and I was determined to 
win those games,” Owens said.

     Sikeston basketball has lots to love about it. Carson Beaird ‘22 shares what he likes 
most about Sikeston Basketball.

 “I love the brotherhood that we develop over the season. I’ve made so many 
friendships with other players from other schools that I’d never imagine I’d have. 

The bond that my teammates and I have is unmatched and I can really rely on 
them. I’m constantly laughing because of them,” Beaird said. 
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The college baseball season is up and 
running. Just from watching the first week I can tell 
that this season is going to be a good one. There 
are plenty of young stars that will be big names in 
the MLB very soon including: Jacob Berry from 

LSU, Brock Jones from Stanford, Cayden Wallace 
from Arkansas, Landon Sims from Mississippi State, Hayden Dunhurst and 
Jacob Gonzalez from Ole Miss, Carter Young and Enrique Bradfield Jr. from 
Vanderbilt, Nate Self from UT Martin, Nolan Self from Three Rivers, and 
many more. There is an immense talent level this year and MLB teams will 
have a lot to choose from this upcoming draft. 
 As of right now the Top 10 teams in the country in order are: Texas, 
Arkansas, Ole Miss, Oklahoma State, Vanderbilt, Stanford, Mississippi State, 
LSU, NC State, and Florida State. Arizona is at eleven, but I don’t think they 
will be outside the top 10 for long. 
 The pre-season ranked number one in the nation Texas are looking 
strong to start the season. They swept Rice and recorded 36 runs while only 
giving up three. Texas has a complete roster this year and I would give them 
a good shot at winning the College World Series. They play Texas A&M-
Corpus Christi in a two-game midweek series and then host Alabama for the 
weekend series. 
 The number two seed Razorbacks of Arkansas hosted a tough 
Illinois State team in their weekend series. Illinois State took the first game 
but Arkansas bounced back and beat them in games two and three. This 
Arkansas team was very good last year and I don’t see them slowing 
down anytime soon. Arkansas always has a great chance for the 
College World Series title. Arkansas plays Indiana, number six 
Stanford, and Louisiana in the Karbach Round Classic this weekend. 
 The number three seed Ole Miss Rebels are looking like 
an offensive powerhouse this year. While the pitching may be their 
weak point their offense will definitely back them up. They have stars 
including: Jacob Gonzalez, Tim Elko, Kevin Graham, Hayden Dunhurst 
and plenty more. Ole Miss defeated Charleston Southern in a three game 
sweep while scoring 32 runs. The Rebels are always a threat to make a run at 
Omaha. The Rebels host Arkansas State for a midweek and then host VCU 
for the weekend series. 
 The Oklahoma State Cowboys were pre-season ranked 
number seven and faced number four Vanderbilt in a three 
game weekend series. Vanderbilts pitching is not nearly as 
effective as it was last year, by losing Kumar Rocker and 
Jack Leiter (who were both top 10 picks in the MLB draft). 
Vanderbilt also has had a below average offense the last 
two years. The Cowboys came to Vandy’s home ground and 
took two games out of three. Oklahoma State and Vandy are 
both looking solid this year and are definitely Omaha bound. 
 Stanford and NC State are the two teams that probably have the best 
offenses in the country. After this weekend this was apparent. Both teams’ 
pitching is at a high level as well. I can see both of these teams having a good 
shot at the title.
 Mississippi State has some of the best pitching in college baseball, as 
they did last year. The Bulldogs are looking very strong this year and I think 
they have a good chance to go a long way. 
 My pre-season pick to win the college baseball world series was the 
LSU Tigers. After the first weekend that prediction is still looking strong. 
With LSU getting a lot of transfers from Arizona including who I think is the 
best college baseball player right now, Jacob Berry. I see Jacob Berry being 
the number one overall pick when he is eligible. They also got a fresh start by 
hiring the Arizona coach which helped them receive big prospects. LSU is my 
favorite to win. 
 College baseball is one of my favorite things to watch. Every player 
has something to prove and they all want the big goal of playing in the MLB. 
This season is going to be one to remember. 
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