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 Every year on February 14, millions gather with their loved 
ones to celebrate what is known as Valentine’s day. In current times, 
people exchange gifts such as flowers, candies, and other heart 
warming sentimentals to express love for one another but, many do 
not know the origin of this beloved holiday.
  During the middle ages, war was extremely common 
throughout many areas in the world. Emperor Claudius II of Rome 
longed for a strong army to protect his kingdom. After many years, 
Emperor Claudius came to the conclusion that his soldiers fight bet-
ter when they do not have a wife or family, so he outlawed marriage 
between young couples. Saint Valentine, a priest during this time, felt 
as if this law was an injustice to young couples who were in love so, 
he went against the Emperor and wed these couples in secret. When 
Saint Valentine was found marrying these couples, he was sentenced 
to death.
 Although the history of Valentine’s Day may be dark and 
somewhat tragic, many cherish the holiday. However, some might 
believe the holiday is a scam or a marketing strategy used by com-
panies to make money from young couples. Personally, I appreciate 
the holiday. I view it as a time to make memories with all my friends 
and family. I believe it is not always about the money, it can be about 
anything as long as the action is derived from true emotions.
 However, I do believe that the holiday is over commercialized 
which can take away from the true meaning of the holiday. From 
overpriced teddy bears to designer brand jewelry, big companies use 
Valentine’s day as a day of profit. Although the thought of taking ad-
vantage of people who may truly be in love is vile, most companies’ 
sole purpose is to make as much money as possible, making their 
prices more logical.
 Regardless of how you feel about Valentine’s Day, make sure 
to have the best day you can. Whether you have a significant other 
or not, you can still do all the fun things the holiday has to offer with 
friends, family, or even by yourself. Don’t worry about the negative 
connotations the day might bring and try to focus on the memories 
you can make. Have a happy Valentine’s Day!

“Valentine’s Day isn’t 
really for me; it’s not 
something I really 
enjoy participating 
in anymore. I like 
the finer and simpler 
things in life.” - Morgan 
McCauley ‘23

“It’s cool.” - Henry 
Arndt ‘25 

I love Valentine’s Day! 
Having someone you 
love is awesome. ”       
- Deonna Drury ‘23

“Valentine’s Day 
should be everyday, 
not only on February 
14th.” - Karris Allen 
‘22  
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Homecoming is a time full of fun activities and 
traditions. Spirit week is an ongoing tradition sponsored by 
Student Council that helps boost the spirit of Homecoming. 
This year’s Spirit Week dress-up themes were:  Metallic Monday, 
Tropical Tuesday, Wild Out Wednesday, Tye Dye Thursday, Red 
& Black Friday. Kelsey Couch ‘24 tells us what her favorite dress 
up day was. 

“My favorite day was Tropical Tuesday because I got 
to feel like I was at the beach, which is my favorite place to be,” 
Couch said. 

Along with spirit week comes the Homecoming 
assembly. The assembly will include Mr. SHS, games, and 
announcing winter athletes. Tug of War and Sled Races are just 
a few games incorporated into the assembly. Mr. SHS will also 
be a part of the assembly and it has been a Sikeston tradition that 
was just recently brought back. Mrs. Jill Grojean, Student Council 
sponsor, shares with us the story of Mr. SHS.

 “We brought Mr. SHS back about two years ago. We 
had to crown our first king, Peyton Howard, virtually in 2020. 
This was a Sikeston tradition that disappeared when Coach 
Colwick’s husband was a senior. Over the last decade students 
wanted to bring it back and there were a few attempts. One senior 
class had Mr. SHS off campus as a fundraiser. If I’m not mistaken, 
that was the year that Ray Council and Jack Sutton were seniors. 
Brooke Taylor’s dad was Mr. SHS in 1991. I still have a program 
from the 2005 Mr. SHS contest,” Grojean said. The assembly 
includes every student and allows them to get involved.

 “I love that it is the one opportunity for every student to 
connect with the event. Student Council, specifically the assembly 
committee, works really hard to make sure that everyone’s friend 
group is represented on the floor. We want everyone to be a part 
of the event, to have someone to cheer for,” Grojean said. 

Each day this week there were games in the cafeteria 
during every lunch shift. Some games played were:  cup tic-tac-
toe, marshmallow stack, and six cup. The week was jammed 
packed with activities. Many students enjoy the Homecoming 
festivities. Molly Bogle ‘22 tells us why her favorite thing about 
homecoming week is. 

“I love Homecoming week because being a Red Pepper 
officer and a Student Council member it is so busy and so 
stressful, but getting to see everyone all dressed up and having fun 
is so rewarding,” Bogle said. 

JV will take on Poplar Bluff at 6, and Varsity will follow 
at 7:30. The Homecoming Queen will be announced in between 
the JV and Varsity games. Sikeston is hoping for a win to better 
their record. 

 “Honestly I’m excited, we’ve already played [Poplar] 
Bluff twice and lost both times. This will be a great way to get our 
get back, in front of our fans on Homecoming night,” Harrison 
Arndt ‘23, SHS basketball player said. 

Homecoming games have many memories behind them. 
Mackenzie Conway ‘22 shares her favorite memory of a winter 
Homecoming game.

“My favorite winter homecoming memory I have is 
from sophomore year because junior year we sadly did not have 
one. I remember it was a nail biting game, even though we lost, 
the energy was great. Then we all stormed out of the packed 
field house and I rushed to get ready and take pictures with my 
friends,” Conway said. 

The dance is what most look forward to during 
homecoming week. At the dance the queen will be crowned. The 
candidates for this year’s winter formal are Kharis Allen, Anika 
Artis, Amyari Blissett, and Micah Coaker. The dance will start at 
9pm and end at 11:30pm. Ella Vinson ‘25 tells us what she is most 
excited for at homecoming. “I’m most excited to get dressed up 
and have fun with my friends all night,” Vinson said.
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 On February 15, the Sikeston High School Cheerleading squad will be holding a cheer clinic for younger kids. 
This is the first time a clinic has been held since the 2008-2009 school year. The purpose of this clinic is to inspire young 
kids to grow their skills and learn valuable hard working motives.  
 “We will reach the kids’ motion techniques which will lead into being able to perform a cheer and small routine 
that will incorporate a dance. We will also teach basic stunting techniques,” Cheerleading Head Coach Betsy Colwick 
said.
 Putting on a cheer clinic is an exciting experience. 
 “I’m super excited for the cheer clinic because I get to inspire younger kids to do something so cool, and it will 
eventually be something they love,” Blair Durham ‘23 said.
 After the clinic is completed, the squads will be taking the floor during a Sikeston Boys Basketball game. They will 
get to display their achievements they worked for.  
 “It is so amazing to see how many families want to get their kids involved in different sports in the district. This 
clinic gives the youth a chance to really experience a basketball game as a cheerleader. This in turn will then help build our 
program here in Sikeston and encourage all to try out for cheerleading in the 
future,” Assistant Cheer Coach Samantha May said.
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               Homecoming Queen has been a tradition at SHS for a 
long time. This year there will only be four girls on the court due 
to a tie in the nominations.  The top nominees will be presented at 
the Homecoming basketball game and the Queen will be crowned. 
This year’s nominees are Karris Allen, Anika Artis, Amyari Blissett, 
and Micha Coaker.
              Homecoming candidates are nominated by each senior 
winter athlete. Those nominations are tallied and the top 
nominations become the candidates. The candidates are then voted 

on by the entire student body.     
       “To be honest I really don’t know why I was nominated for 
Homecoming Queen, but I’m very excited and pumped about it,” 
Artis said.
              All of the candidates are thrilled to be nominated for 
Homecoming Queen. They are all excited to see who wins and to 
represent Sikeston as Homecoming Queen.   
          All of the candidates have reasons why they think they should 
win. Karris Allen, a player for the Sikeston Lady Bulldogs, thinks 
she should win.       
        “I think I should win Homecoming Queen because I feel like 
I embody what a model student-athlete should be. I make good 
grades, behave like a student should in class, participate in clubs, 
and represent my school every time I step on the basketball floor.” 
Allen said. 
 This year’s Homecoming game and dance is Friday, 
February 4. The Sikeston Boys Basketball team will play Poplar 
Bluff at 6pm in the Field House. The Homecoming ceremony will 
take place at halftime of the Junior Varsity game.
 “Good luck to the other girls!! No matter who wins, 
everyone’s a winner,” Blissett said.
          The Queen will also be crowned at the homecoming dance 
which is from 9pm  to 11:30pm after the Homecoming game. The 
crowning will take place at 11:00pm in the high school cafeteria.

5



 Here at Sikeston High School, there are many different clubs 
to choose from. Among those clubs, DECA (Distributive Education 
Clubs of America) and FBLA (Future Business Leaders of America) 
are chosen by many. 
 The club sponsors Ms. Pat Davault (FBLA) and Mr. Ryan 
Lindsay (DECA) help prepare their students to be well-rounded, 
successful business leaders and entrepreneurs. “Every year, I always 
look forward to meeting new students through FBLA membership 
and watching all of the members grow as leaders through community 
service and competition….For students who chose to take an online 
test-only event, they will be attending workshops” Davault said.

“I’m looking forward to (hopefully) having an in-person 
event again. It has been two years of competing virtually, which 
truthfully just isn’t as fun or rewarding for students” Lindsay 
said. 

Students prepare year-round for the competitions that come 
in the Spring. In class, they complete role-plays and scenarios that they 
might encounter during their competition. Along with that, they take 
practice tests over information needed for their competition. 
 Students can either choose to compete in a pair or as an 
individual. Each individual student will first take an online test 
over general information pertaining to DECA or FBLA, then at the 
competition, students either have to present ideas to judges, role play 
in certain roles, such as a CEO, manager, or HR staff, or give a speech 
pertaining to the event that they chose. 

“Students can expect to gain a new perspective on DECA 
and receive valuable feedback from professors at the SEMO Harrison 
College of Business. Typically, our district competition has driven 
DECA membership over my 8 years in the classroom, and I expect 
that love for DECA to be instilled or renewed for students that have 
joined or stuck with the organization through difficult times since it 
went fully virtual” Lindsay said.

 Districts for both groups are just around the corner. FBLA 
and DECA will both compete at Southeast Missouri University. 
However, FBLA competes on February 3, and DECA will compete the 
next day, February 4.

FBLA members Charlie Robinson and Harley Hunter are 
currently in the middle of taking their online test before heading off to 
SEMO for Districts to compete in the Marketing event. 

“I haven’t gotten to compete in person 
yet because of Covid, so this will be my first year.  I’m really excited 
about it. I think we can do well and from my understanding, it is very 
similar to the competition for DECA which will give me some more 
practice and I can’t wait for it” Robinson ‘23 said. 

FBLA member, Reese Steward will be one of the students 
competing in the online competition. 

“I really like competing for FBLA because there are so many 
different types of competitions you can do. If you’re like me and don’t 
want to speak in front of judges, then you can do online tests…It’s also 
fun because you can compete with your friends” Steward ‘23 said.

DECA member, Blair Durham will be competing in Retail 
Merchandising this year.

“I enjoy being put on the spot to come up with a solution to 
the problem they give you. Thinking of a million solutions, picking the 
best one, and presenting it to the judge is what makes it fun,” Durham 
‘23 said.
 Davault and Lindsey, along with members of FBLA and 
DECA are looking forward to the competitions.
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          The Sikeston Senior High Student Council is hosting a 
blood drive once again in support of the Red Cross. This year, 
much like the last, has plenty of students nervous to volunteer. 
        “The blood donated will go straight to the Red Cross and 
impact so many lives positively,” Jill Grojean, Student Council 
sponsor, said.
          People all over the United States in need of blood 
donations will benefit from the drive.
        “The blood drive will benefit patients all across the country 
such as burn and accident victims and cancer patients,” Emma 
Thompson, a frequent host of blood drives in the last two years, 
said. 
          Often people choose not to donate solely based on the 
fact they have no idea where their blood or money is going.
          “Many people are hesitant to give blood because it 
seems scary or intimidating, but it’s really pretty easy. This is a 
great gift to give others in need that doesn’t cost you a penny, 
Grojean said.

Giving blood not only helps those in need of 
blood, but can help our local students in the form 
of a scholarship as well.        “The Red Cross does 
give financial scholarships to Student Council for 
a senior(s) based on the units of blood that are 
donated,” Grojean said.
          Students and staff who meet the 
requirements will be able to donate.
          “Students will be able to sign up 
electronically.  Students ages 16 and 17 must have 
parental consent. All students must complete a 
questionnaire and meet certain requirements. 
Often students who are dehydrated and are unable 
to give blood. It’s always important to drink plenty 
of fluid if you intend to donate,” Grojean said. 
          The blood drive will be held in the Senior 
High Girl’s Gym on February 14, from 8:00 AM to 
1:30 PM. 
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          People all over the United States in need of blood 
donations will benefi t from the drive.
        “Th e blood drive will benefi t patients all across the country 
such as burn and accident victims and cancer patients,” Emma 
Th ompson, a frequent host of blood drives in the last two years, 
said. 
          Oft en people choose not to donate solely based on the 
fact they have no idea where their blood or money is going.
          “Many people are hesitant to give blood because it 
seems scary or intimidating, but it’s really pretty easy. Th is is a 
great gift  to give others in need that doesn’t cost you a penny, 
Grojean said.

Giving blood not only helps those in need of 
blood, but can help our local students in the form 
of a scholarship as well.       s “Th e Red Cross does 
give fi nancial scholarships to Student Council for 
a senior(s) based on the units of blood that are 
donated,” Grojean said.
          Students and staff  who meet the 
requirements will be able to donate.
          “Students will be able to sign up 
electronically.  Students ages 16 and 17 must have 
parental consent. All students must complete a 
questionnaire and meet certain requirements. 
Oft en students who are dehydrated and are unable 
to give blood. It’s always important to drink plenty 
of fl uid if you intend to donate,” Grojean said. 
          Th e blood drive will be held in the Senior 
High Girl’s Gym on February 14, from 8:00 AM to 
1:30 PM. 

Ph
ot

o 
C

ou
rt

es
y 

M
er

ed
iit

h 
G

ro
je

ea
n

7



8

          Black History Month is an annual celebration of Black 
Culture lasting throughout the whole month of February. It 
celebrates the achievements, experiences, struggles, contributions to 
culture, milestones in history exclusively to the African- American 
race. It remembers and emphasizes the dysphoria of being black 
while also highlighting the relics of the past that contribute so much 
to Black Culture. Black History Month originated in 1926, as Negro 
History Week. An annual holiday celebrating  Black achievements 
for a week. In 1976, the month of February became known as Black 
History Month. 
              “Black History and every other history should be celebrated 
daily. It’s who we are. If we don’t celebrate Black History, you’re 
telling one not to be proud of who they are and where they come 
from. Also, it’s important to acknowledge the achievements of 
African Americans,” Tanisha Pulley SHS College Advisor.
           Black History Month not only celebrates achievements but 
also highlights some of the most known and notable figures of 
Black history. Last month on January 17, we celebrated Martin 
Luther King Jr. and his achievements while speaking out against 
the injustices against African-Americans in the US. M.L.K is most 
known for his lead in the Montgomery Bus Boycott.  December 
5, 1955, the Monday after Rosa Parks an African-American was 
officially arrested for refusing her seat, M.L.K. lead a group to fight 
racial segregation and policy, specifically on the public transit 
system of Montgomery. The campaign lasted until December 20, 
1956. Browder V. Gayle took effect in the Supreme Court, deciding 
that segregated buses were unconstitutional. This event was the 
foundational event in the Civil Rights movement in the United 
States. 
               “In my opinion, we have to take Dr. King’s message to 

heart for it to be able to stick with us as citizens. 
Oftentimes, we get so caught up in our own lives 
that we forget that we need to be thoughtful and 
inclusive of everyone around us,” Alex Mayes, SHS 
English teacher said. 
      Malcolm X, an African-American Muslim 
minister, most known for his voice as a human 
rights activist and also a prominent figure in 
the Civil Rights movement. Malcom X was 
seen as a beacon for black empowerment and 
the promotion of Islam people within the 
black community.  Malcolm X also became 
the most prominent and powerful voice 
within the Nation of Islam.  In December 
1953, a little more than a year after he 
was paroled from prison, Malcolm was 
named the minister at the Nation of 
Islams Boston Mosque, Temple No. 11. 
He organized these temples, founded 
a newspaper and led temple No. 12 in 
Philadelphia and also led temple No. 

7 in New York. Beginning in the 1960’s, Malcolm began to gain 
popularity, concerning his political stance. Malcolm X was invited 
to various debates, including forums on radio stations such as Los 
Angeles, New York and Washington. Invitation began to grow 
even faster after Macolm X debuted on television programs like 
Open Minds and Mike Wallace News. He also openly debated and 
spoke at Ivy Leagues Harvard and Columbia. In 1963, the New 
York Times reported that Malcolm X was the second most sought 
after speaker in the United States, explaining his opinions as most 
interesting.                        
      The Civil Rights movement was a unique and special event 
that empowered many African Americans to speak against the 
injustices that were made. Some would debate, publicly speak, 
protest, and much more. Some would even write about the issues 
in the American system, specifically Langston Hughes.
    “Often, people focus on the “major players” in the Civil Rights 
movement, but there were quite a few other people who had large 
impacts that go unnoticed,” Mayes said. 
     Langston Hughes was a African-American poet who was 
famous in the 1920’s for his work in the Harlem Renaissance. 
During the movement most of Hughes’ involvement was 
enlightening people about racial treatment, African-American 
injustices, and generally the effect it had on their lives. His works 
informed the public of African-American struggles like The Weary 
Blues, Black Nativity, Black Misery, and even of course Jericho-Jim 
Crow. Hughes has won several awards such as the Bynner Poetry 
Award and a NAACP award for his playwrights, novels, and 
groundbreaking poetry. Langston Hughes writings and himself 
was remembered as the voice for victims, specifically African-
Americans. 
        Black History Month is not limited to protests or struggles 
of the oppressed but a celebration of hardships. A celebration of 
achievements of the Black race. The month of February for Black 
culture is not to be burdened by the thought of challenges the 
Black race was handed but to remember and honor those who 
fought for the injustices in America. The movements were created 
to enforce the justice of African-American people, Black Lives 
Matter, Civil Rights, and many more. They were created to create 
justice and equity, to finally awaken the scales and set all equally. 
To bring light to the ones who protested the hardest, notable 
figures like M.L.K, Rosa Parks, Langston Hughes, Malcolm X 

and of course a lot more. Black History month is more than a 
dedication to those who fought for equality, but a celebration to 
the achievements we’ve conquered.
      Black History runs miles deep in America, stories varying from 
each state and its laws. In Missouri there are plenty of historical 
protests and events affecting minorities’ lives, specifically African-
Americans. 
        “We can continue to listen to people’s stories and experiences 
with an open heart and mind.  We can intentionally seek to learn 
from the past and reflect on our daily choices and behaviors to 
make sure they line up with who we want to be as a unified group 
of people who lift one another up,” Heather Self, Junior counselor 
said. 
      Cleo Wright, an African American man was hanged by a lynch 
mob of white Americans due to charges of sexually assaulting a 
white woman, and also attacking her with a knife and stabbing 
a officer in the face. Wright was then arrested and shot multiple 
times by a Marshal. He was then refused by the hospital because 
of his race so then he was thrown into jail. Wright was then 
abducted that same night by a white lynch mob where he was then 
hanged to death. Cleo Wright lived in Sikeston, Missouri and was 
a cotton mill worker. Stories like these happen in numerous states 
right next to Missouri, only defined by details. Elijah McClain, 
George Floyd, Brionna Taylor, Tamari Rice, Sandra Bland and so 
many more. This month remembers their stories and honors their 
names. 
        May 25th, 2020, George Floyd Jr. was an African American 
man who was murdered. Floyd was killed by a police officer in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. Floyd was arrested because the store 
clerk believed he had given a counterfeit $20 bill. Derek Chauvin, 
one of the four officers who pursued Floyd that day, knelt on 
Floyd’s neck for nine minutes and 29 seconds. The death of George 
Floyd had thousands Americans up as numerous people began to 
protest and even invoking numerous Black Lives Matter protesters 
to support his unjust murder. The murder of George Floyd 
promoted many citizens to sign petitions, create sit-ins and much 
more. George Floyd is said to have much power to his name, as he 
unveiled problems in and was the main event that supported Black 
Lives Matter. 
         “We see Black history everyday and it is the most important 
thing because of the cultural influence we have had on other races” 
Amyari Blissett ‘22 said. 

Some have argued the History of Black History month has 
become shallow. The education of our leaders has become light 
and receptive of the same few names. Black History is noted as 
the celebration of the cultural achievements and effects of Black 
people.  As observers or genuinely wanting to become educated 
there are a variety of ways you can educate yourself on Black 
History.  

“I read books and articles about history and social justice.  
Many times, I am drawn to gut-wrenching tears when I learn 
about life in the early 1900s. Minorities and people in poverty bore 
unfathomable pain, difficulty and loss,” Self said. 

As Langston Hughes has presented, the limitation of not 
protesting because of location or any other barring factors is slim. 
Hughes, Maya Angelou, and Nina Simone have influenced cultural 
aspects of Black History by their art. Their achievements as black 
artists still inform and  observe the population of their experiences 
and their culture is the celebration. 
         “Black History is the remembrance of all the trials, 
tribulations, successes, and cultural effects that African Americans 
had. Not only focusing on the struggles but also knowing what 

African Americans have contributed to this country,” Blissett ‘22 
said. 

Last year Sikeston Senior High School had their first 
annual Black History Month Event. Tanisha Pulley, College 
Advisor and College Ambassador sponsor created and organized 
this event. The event consisted of music, poetry readings, and 
plenty of speakers there to inform people of Black History.                                                                                                                                      
          “The Black History event was incredible last year. Just 
imagine having one hour where you could celebrate your history 
without judgment. That one hour touched so many people, 
but most importantly the students. For once, they were not the 
minority but the majority. That moment will forever impact their 
lives,” Pulley said. 

The Annual Black History Month held at SHS was 
intended to enlighten the student body and the Sikeston 
Community. Pulley included stands similar to a fair, that informed 
watchers of some things that were implemented throughout the 
Black Culture, such as certain types of music, hair products and 
looks, as well as community events. The effect the Black History 
Month event had on the public was monumental towards the SHS 
community as a whole.
           “I attended the Black History month event last year. The 
messages, music, and artistic expressions were full of passion, 
talent and intellect. It was a powerful evening,” Self said.
            The illustrious music and the deviation of the poems 
being read by Brionna Flye and more students was said to be 
wonderful. Pulley did not only bring a community together with 
the celebration of black spirit but tried to unify the SHS body.  
      “I believe we are blessed by the unity our students and 
staff create here at SHS. Our students get to decide what type 
of environment is created.  They have chosen to create an 
environment that accepts and celebrates each other.  You’ll 
find students of all backgrounds represented in our fine arts, 
athletics, block classes, clubs, leadership roles and earning 
academic awards,” Self said. Sikeston High School’s influence and 
continuation of educating students of Black History is continually 
evolving. From posters of notable Black History figures around 
the cafeteria to full-on official events being held at the Field 
house, Pulley intends to share plenty more of Black History 
and its cultural effect on the world. The second Annual Black 
History Month Event is scheduled for Feb 24th, 2022 and Pulley 
encourages all that are able to attend. 

Article By: Belinda Minner
Design By: Mackenzie Warning
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          Black History Month is an annual celebration of Black 
Culture lasting throughout the whole month of February. It 
celebrates the achievements, experiences, struggles, contributions to 
culture, milestones in history exclusively to the African- American 
race. It remembers and emphasizes the dysphoria of being black 
while also highlighting the relics of the past that contribute so much 
to Black Culture. Black History Month originated in 1926, as Negro 
History Week. An annual holiday celebrating  Black achievements 
for a week. In 1976, the month of February became known as Black 
History Month. 
              “Black History and every other history should be celebrated 
daily. It’s who we are. If we don’t celebrate Black History, you’re 
telling one not to be proud of who they are and where they come 
from. Also, it’s important to acknowledge the achievements of 
African Americans,” Tanisha Pulley SHS College Advisor.
           Black History Month not only celebrates achievements but 
also highlights some of the most known and notable figures of 
Black history. Last month on January 17, we celebrated Martin 
Luther King Jr. and his achievements while speaking out against 
the injustices against African-Americans in the US. M.L.K is most 
known for his lead in the Montgomery Bus Boycott.  December 
5, 1955, the Monday after Rosa Parks an African-American was 
officially arrested for refusing her seat, M.L.K. lead a group to fight 
racial segregation and policy, specifically on the public transit 
system of Montgomery. The campaign lasted until December 20, 
1956. Browder V. Gayle took effect in the Supreme Court, deciding 
that segregated buses were unconstitutional. This event was the 
foundational event in the Civil Rights movement in the United 
States. 
               “In my opinion, we have to take Dr. King’s message to 

heart for it to be able to stick with us as citizens. 
Oftentimes, we get so caught up in our own lives 
that we forget that we need to be thoughtful and 
inclusive of everyone around us,” Alex Mayes, SHS 
English teacher said. 
      Malcolm X, an African-American Muslim 
minister, most known for his voice as a human 
rights activist and also a prominent figure in 
the Civil Rights movement. Malcom X was 
seen as a beacon for black empowerment and 
the promotion of Islam people within the 
black community.  Malcolm X also became 
the most prominent and powerful voice 
within the Nation of Islam.  In December 
1953, a little more than a year after he 
was paroled from prison, Malcolm was 
named the minister at the Nation of 
Islams Boston Mosque, Temple No. 11. 
He organized these temples, founded 
a newspaper and led temple No. 12 in 
Philadelphia and also led temple No. 

7 in New York. Beginning in the 1960’s, Malcolm began to gain 
popularity, concerning his political stance. Malcolm X was invited 
to various debates, including forums on radio stations such as Los 
Angeles, New York and Washington. Invitation began to grow 
even faster after Macolm X debuted on television programs like 
Open Minds and Mike Wallace News. He also openly debated and 
spoke at Ivy Leagues Harvard and Columbia. In 1963, the New 
York Times reported that Malcolm X was the second most sought 
after speaker in the United States, explaining his opinions as most 
interesting.                        
      The Civil Rights movement was a unique and special event 
that empowered many African Americans to speak against the 
injustices that were made. Some would debate, publicly speak, 
protest, and much more. Some would even write about the issues 
in the American system, specifically Langston Hughes.
    “Often, people focus on the “major players” in the Civil Rights 
movement, but there were quite a few other people who had large 
impacts that go unnoticed,” Mayes said. 
     Langston Hughes was a African-American poet who was 
famous in the 1920’s for his work in the Harlem Renaissance. 
During the movement most of Hughes’ involvement was 
enlightening people about racial treatment, African-American 
injustices, and generally the effect it had on their lives. His works 
informed the public of African-American struggles like The Weary 
Blues, Black Nativity, Black Misery, and even of course Jericho-Jim 
Crow. Hughes has won several awards such as the Bynner Poetry 
Award and a NAACP award for his playwrights, novels, and 
groundbreaking poetry. Langston Hughes writings and himself 
was remembered as the voice for victims, specifically African-
Americans. 
        Black History Month is not limited to protests or struggles 
of the oppressed but a celebration of hardships. A celebration of 
achievements of the Black race. The month of February for Black 
culture is not to be burdened by the thought of challenges the 
Black race was handed but to remember and honor those who 
fought for the injustices in America. The movements were created 
to enforce the justice of African-American people, Black Lives 
Matter, Civil Rights, and many more. They were created to create 
justice and equity, to finally awaken the scales and set all equally. 
To bring light to the ones who protested the hardest, notable 
figures like M.L.K, Rosa Parks, Langston Hughes, Malcolm X 

and of course a lot more. Black History month is more than a 
dedication to those who fought for equality, but a celebration to 
the achievements we’ve conquered.
      Black History runs miles deep in America, stories varying from 
each state and its laws. In Missouri there are plenty of historical 
protests and events affecting minorities’ lives, specifically African-
Americans. 
        “We can continue to listen to people’s stories and experiences 
with an open heart and mind.  We can intentionally seek to learn 
from the past and reflect on our daily choices and behaviors to 
make sure they line up with who we want to be as a unified group 
of people who lift one another up,” Heather Self, Junior counselor 
said. 
      Cleo Wright, an African American man was hanged by a lynch 
mob of white Americans due to charges of sexually assaulting a 
white woman, and also attacking her with a knife and stabbing 
a officer in the face. Wright was then arrested and shot multiple 
times by a Marshal. He was then refused by the hospital because 
of his race so then he was thrown into jail. Wright was then 
abducted that same night by a white lynch mob where he was then 
hanged to death. Cleo Wright lived in Sikeston, Missouri and was 
a cotton mill worker. Stories like these happen in numerous states 
right next to Missouri, only defined by details. Elijah McClain, 
George Floyd, Brionna Taylor, Tamari Rice, Sandra Bland and so 
many more. This month remembers their stories and honors their 
names. 
        May 25th, 2020, George Floyd Jr. was an African American 
man who was murdered. Floyd was killed by a police officer in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. Floyd was arrested because the store 
clerk believed he had given a counterfeit $20 bill. Derek Chauvin, 
one of the four officers who pursued Floyd that day, knelt on 
Floyd’s neck for nine minutes and 29 seconds. The death of George 
Floyd had thousands Americans up as numerous people began to 
protest and even invoking numerous Black Lives Matter protesters 
to support his unjust murder. The murder of George Floyd 
promoted many citizens to sign petitions, create sit-ins and much 
more. George Floyd is said to have much power to his name, as he 
unveiled problems in and was the main event that supported Black 
Lives Matter. 
         “We see Black history everyday and it is the most important 
thing because of the cultural influence we have had on other races” 
Amyari Blissett ‘22 said. 

Some have argued the History of Black History month has 
become shallow. The education of our leaders has become light 
and receptive of the same few names. Black History is noted as 
the celebration of the cultural achievements and effects of Black 
people.  As observers or genuinely wanting to become educated 
there are a variety of ways you can educate yourself on Black 
History.  

“I read books and articles about history and social justice.  
Many times, I am drawn to gut-wrenching tears when I learn 
about life in the early 1900s. Minorities and people in poverty bore 
unfathomable pain, difficulty and loss,” Self said. 

As Langston Hughes has presented, the limitation of not 
protesting because of location or any other barring factors is slim. 
Hughes, Maya Angelou, and Nina Simone have influenced cultural 
aspects of Black History by their art. Their achievements as black 
artists still inform and  observe the population of their experiences 
and their culture is the celebration. 
         “Black History is the remembrance of all the trials, 
tribulations, successes, and cultural effects that African Americans 
had. Not only focusing on the struggles but also knowing what 

African Americans have contributed to this country,” Blissett ‘22 
said. 

Last year Sikeston Senior High School had their first 
annual Black History Month Event. Tanisha Pulley, College 
Advisor and College Ambassador sponsor created and organized 
this event. The event consisted of music, poetry readings, and 
plenty of speakers there to inform people of Black History.                                                                                                                                      
          “The Black History event was incredible last year. Just 
imagine having one hour where you could celebrate your history 
without judgment. That one hour touched so many people, 
but most importantly the students. For once, they were not the 
minority but the majority. That moment will forever impact their 
lives,” Pulley said. 

The Annual Black History Month held at SHS was 
intended to enlighten the student body and the Sikeston 
Community. Pulley included stands similar to a fair, that informed 
watchers of some things that were implemented throughout the 
Black Culture, such as certain types of music, hair products and 
looks, as well as community events. The effect the Black History 
Month event had on the public was monumental towards the SHS 
community as a whole.
           “I attended the Black History month event last year. The 
messages, music, and artistic expressions were full of passion, 
talent and intellect. It was a powerful evening,” Self said.
            The illustrious music and the deviation of the poems 
being read by Brionna Flye and more students was said to be 
wonderful. Pulley did not only bring a community together with 
the celebration of black spirit but tried to unify the SHS body.  
      “I believe we are blessed by the unity our students and 
staff create here at SHS. Our students get to decide what type 
of environment is created.  They have chosen to create an 
environment that accepts and celebrates each other.  You’ll 
find students of all backgrounds represented in our fine arts, 
athletics, block classes, clubs, leadership roles and earning 
academic awards,” Self said. Sikeston High School’s influence and 
continuation of educating students of Black History is continually 
evolving. From posters of notable Black History figures around 
the cafeteria to full-on official events being held at the Field 
house, Pulley intends to share plenty more of Black History 
and its cultural effect on the world. The second Annual Black 
History Month Event is scheduled for Feb 24th, 2022 and Pulley 
encourages all that are able to attend. 
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 The Sikeston Girls Basketball 
team is in the midst of their 2021-2022 
season with high hopes for a strong 
finish.  The team is led by Head Coach 
Alisha Wills, returning players from 
years past, and various new faces on 
the court.  The Lady Bulldogs have 
put in hard work and determination, 
along with hours of practice to get them 
where they are today.
 At the beginning of a season, 
teams usually come up with certain 
goals they wish to accomplish by the 
end of the season.  

“I feel like our season is going 
well so far.  We wanted to come out 
and make some noise this season and so 
far I think the girls have done just that.  
They are playing hard and not taking 
any game for granted.  The goals for the 
season were to have a winning record 
and win the first district title.  I feel like 
we have a good chance to accomplish 
everything, if we continue to work hard 
each time the gym doors open,” Wills 
said.

The team goals often drive 
individual players to develop personal 
goals. 

“I want to see my team competing 
for the District Championship at the 
end of the season.  Being able to be the 
first team to bring home a District title 
for Sikeston would be extraordinary.” 
Amyari Blissett ‘22 said.  Each team’s 
ultimate goal is to win as many games 
and titles as possible.

Lady Bulldog Karris Allen ‘22 
describes her goals for the end of the 
season.

“I want to see us as State Champs 
at the end of the season,” Allen said.  

This year’s team has welcomed 
new faces to the court and along with 
that comes new talent.  Coach Wills and 
the rest of the team has welcomed these 
new players with open arms. 

Freshman Kennedy Watson has 
looked forward to playing on the team 
and has had a great time doing so.

“I’ve looked forward to being on 
this winning team and seeing how far 

we can go,” Watson said.
The Lady Bulldogs have created 

a number of memories already this 
season and these are the memories that 
will last a lifetime.

“The St. Dominic Tournament 
was my favorite memory from this 
season because it was nothing but 
laughs and good vibes,” Allen said. 

The Saint Dominic Tournament 
proved to top many lists of memories 
for the team.

“My favorite memory so far 
this season was at the St. Dominic 
tournament when the whole team 
played Uno in the Conference room,” 
Watson said.

One challenge for the Lady 
Bulldogs this season has been battling 
sickness.  

“The biggest challenge has been 
battling through sickness.  We had a 
couple weeks when there were people 
sick and struggling with health issues, 
but I was very proud of how some of the 
girls battled through it and played their 
best in spite of it all,” Wills said.

With the COVID-19 Virus, 
sickness has proven to be a challenge for 
many sports teams, not just this one.

With hopes for a strong finish, 
the Sikeston Girls Basketball team will 
battle through some tough competition.

“The team that I feel is our biggest 
competition coming up for this season 
would be Notre Dame and Jackson,” 
Blissett said.
 Along with competing against 
these teams, the team had a special 
Alumni Recognition event on January 
27th.  The Lady Bulldogs finished with 
a 43-41 win against the Dexter Bearcats 
and then recognized former Lady 
Bulldog players, coaches, and managers.
 

 

Freshman Kennedy Watson: 
“This season I have improved 
on scouting opponents and 
preparing for game days.”

Sophomore Ja’Naye Moore: 
“I feel good about the season 
now. I’ve worked so hard to 
get to where I’m at now.”

 Junior Kirsten Fairhurst: “I 
feel as if my communication 
with others has improved the 
most throughout the season.

 Senior Karris Allen: “I feel 
like I’ve improved the most 
by continuing to be a better 
leader to my teammates this 
season.”

Photos Courtesy By : Daniel Bryd
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Coach Blake Angle giving instructions during a match at the 
Sikeston Field House. 

Article By:  Morgan Fitzgerald     Design By: Dominic Mullin 

Photos courtesy of 392 Photography 

The Sikeston Bulldog Wrestling team has seen suc-
cess the past couple of months. The Bulldogs current record 
is 20 dual meet wins with only districts to go.

Recently, the Bulldogs traveled to the Ft. Zumwalt 
North Tournament where they placed 11th out of 19 teams. 
The top two placers for boys were Jax Lancaster and Domi-
nic Mullin. 

“It was a fun tournament. We saw some teams that 
we usually don’t see during the season. The completion was 
tough, but that means it’ll make us better. Dom Mullin and I 
took 4th and a couple others took 5th and 6th. It was a good 
tournament to start out the season.” Jax Lancaster ‘24 said. 

The other boy placer in the tournament was Dom-
inic Mullin, he felt that it was a tough tournament but 
worked through it. 

“It was a tough tournament and I think my training 
helped me place in the Ft. Zumwalt North tour-

nament”, Dominic Mullin ‘23 said. 
At the Ft Zumwalt North tourna-

ment, the girls also competed.
The girls placed 8th out of 21 teams, 

with the top placers for the girls being Ellie 
Douglass, Kate Grubbs, and Lila Eckert. 

“It was really cool. I’ve placed at 
almost every tournament this year and 

it’s been a great experience. It’s really 
fun to be a part of this team too, we’ve 

been really successful and I think 
we’ll continue to get even better 
individually and as a team” Ellie 
Douglass ‘25 said.

Senior night for the 
Sikeston Wrestling team was held 
January 12, 2022. There were 7 

seniors honored including Camden 
Revelle, Mark Fisher, Isaac Griggs, 
Trey Scott, Kate Grubbs, Kenyan 
Moore, and Lila Eckert. 

“My senior season has been 
really great, I loved being a part of 

this great team. When I was a freshman I came in expecting 
everything to be easy but it wasn’t. From managing weight 
to going to morning practice just to get better has taught me 
that it’s not just a sport. It teaches you things you need to 
have in the future. for example, you need patience, respon-
sibility, a good attitude, and much more. I couldn’t ask to 
be on any other team, I’m so glad I was able to be on this 
amazing team for four years,” Camden Revelle ‘22 said. 

These past four years have brought a lot of wins, 
losses and these seniors have led the Sikeston Wrestling 
team to great new values.

“Senior night brings a lot of reflection on the careers 
of our seniors and how much they have truly impacted our 
program. All of them will go on to be successful in whatever 
path they choose. Some of these seniors were a part of the 
Sikeston wrestling club before I began coaching the high 
school team. Their commitment to our club and high school 
programs will have a positive impact on both programs for 
years to come,” Angle said.

 

Launching Into Districts
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This year’s basketball team has had 
its ups and downs so far this season. The 
Bulldogs are currently sitting at a 8-6 record 
after coming off of a blowout win against 
Kennett. 

The Bulldogs prioritize working 
together, and having great teamwork. Senior 
Carson Beaird speaks on how the team has 
worked together up to this point, 

“I feel we have come a long way with 
working together. At the beginning of the 
season it was rocky, we really didn’t know 
how to play the game with each other. Now 
we are several games in and we are figuring 
it out as we go, and starting to gel as a team,” 
Beaird said.

 Beaird is very passionate 
about basketball and has one 
goal in mind to finish off his 
highschool basketball career. 

“My personal goal is to 
make it to state, I want to keep 
going as long as possible, I 
grew up playing this sport and 

I’m going to give it everything 
I’ve got,” Beaird said.
  

 The Bulldogs have recently added 
Senior Dylon Turner back in the lineup 

after he went through a foot injury at the be-
ginning of the season.
     “Coming back from an injury I feel like 
I’ve brought back communication, being the 
point guard you gotta talk and get your team 
talking on the court so we know what kind of 
situation we’re dealing with.” Turner said. 
      Turner is a great player for the Bull-
dogs with a lot of experience.
 “The aspect of my game that comes 
easiest is finding open teammates, I’ve always 
been the type of player who isn’t looking to 
score 20-30, or even 40 points, I look to find 
my teammates and get them good shots so they 
can find their rhythm, then I’ll do my part in 
the scoring column. I do my job well to get 
guys open,” Turner said. 
 Tonight the Bulldogs will take on the 
Poplar Bluff Mules for the Homecoming game. 
Losing to the Mules already twice this season, 
the Dogs look forward to seek redemption on 
their home court. Tip off for the JV game is 
scheduled for 6:00pm, with Varsity beginning 
at 7:30pm.  
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 Everyone wants to see success in the things they are 
involved in. Yet a lot of people are stuck in a place where they 
feel they only need to work when the time comes to work, 
when practice starts, or only in season. Success is earned, not 
given and those who earn it go get it. The work starts way 
before the season does. 
              All our sports here on campus prepare to get ahead of 
the game through offseason training. From Summer wrestling  
to Winter baseball, people can always find athletes running 
around the Field House or out on the practice field mastering 
their craft. 
 Head track and field coach, Betsy Colwick, tells us 
why offseason training is so important. 
 “One of the main purposes that a lot of coaches do 
for some form of offseason workouts is to start getting their 
athletes back into shape OR to help them not get out of shape. 
Track and Field is not different. If we as a team can start the 
season on the first "real" day of practice already being in some 
kind of decent shape, that certainly helps us get ahead of the 
curve. So, in those first few weeks, yes we are continuing to 
get into shape, but we will have so much more time to really 
work on techniques and fine tuning aspects of that athlete's 
performance. Even though track is a highly individual sport, 
offseason also allows athletes to make connections with each 
other and to really achieve that "team" feeling. I love offseason 
workouts because after not getting to see most of my athletes 
throughout the year I get the opportunity to catch back up 
with them and start getting them ready for this season. It 
also allows me to start getting to know new athletes better 
and figuring out what type of event they might be the most 
successful in. We have only had a few Open Gyms so far but 
I am already liking what I am seeing. I love my knuckleheads 
and several of them are hungry for this season. They are ready 
to put in the work to get them back to Jeff City for the State 
meet,” Colwick said. 
 Off season training gives athletes time to focus on 
skills that they do not get the opportunity to work on in prac-
tice. For instance, football players are working on running 
plays and getting coverages in practice. Wrestlers are trying to 
focus on technique and their gameplan. Every sport has a ton 
of aspects that are taken into account when playing them, but 

there is only so much time that can go into practice. Coaches 
are looking for the most important aspects to improve upon, 
so strength and conditioning is largely relying on the athletes 
integrity. 
 Sophomore, Kayden Craig, gives us a look into why 
he puts in the work in the offseason. 
 “I put in the work in the off-season to get better. 
When I leave SHS I want to have brought a district title home. 
Getting Sikeston Football back to their winning ways is my 
whole goal,” Craig said.
 Offseason training is the time for lifting and training 
the big aspects so athletes can spend more time in season fine 
tuning the little details. This is why coaches work so hard to 
get as many athletes in the workouts as they can because the 
less time it takes athletes to get prepared and in shape for the 
sport, the faster the team can get into tuning the fine details. 
Putting in the work in the offseason gets teams to reach suc-
cess faster in season.
 If athletes reading this need any more convincing to 
come out to offseason workouts, here are some words from 
head football coach, Treston Pulley. 
 “The offseason is when champions are made. If you 
are not on another seasonal team, you must be with your 
coach during the offseason perfecting your craft. Going to the 
YMCA and having personal trainers are fine but that does not 
excuse you from attending offseason training with the TEAM. 
Teams get better by pushing each other during the off sea-
son,”Pulley said.
 Any athletes are highly encouraged to come out to 
any offseason training to get better and get ahead of the game. 
Football players lift after school Mondays, Tuesdays, and 
Thursdays and track’s offseason workouts occur Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 3-4pm. 

Article by: Trey Scott                Design by: Brian Williams
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With the second half of the school year beginning, a lot of 
opportunities open up for students to participate in sports and in clubs, 
but a lot of students are still in need of an opportunity to gain community 
service hours.  February begins the season for the Lincoln Flag Football 
League, and provides students an opportunity to volunteer.  

Lincoln League was started by Head Coach Treston Pulley 
and Ms.Taneshia Pulley in September of 2017, at Lincoln Park and has  
continued to grow and improve year after year. With the help of his players, 
students, and coaches, Coach Pulley made the league possible for kids from 
ages Kindergarten through sixth grade. However, the League is still in need 
of coaches and referees for the upcoming season.  Having good coaches 
and referees are essential to having the best experience for the players and 
the fans. 

 “Students can participate by being students-coaches and student-
refs. Students will earn A+ hours or community service hours,” Pulley said.
Students looking to coach or ref should be willing to invest time and effort 
into the kids and the game. Students will benefit from participating in the 
league in many ways.  

“Students benefit from this league by understanding football 
foundation, responsibility, perseverance, and team development. The High 
School student coaches, typically HS football players, learn about football 
from a different perspective while being a role model, earning A+ and 
volunteer hours. Most of the kids we serve are at-risk kids, and some have 
never been on a sports team,” Taneshia Pulley said.

With all these benefits it is truly a fun and enjoyable experience 
for everyone and provides a fun opportunity to earn community service 
hours. 

“It was great. I had a lot of fun teaching the kids how to play 
football. Everyone involved is so nice and just makes your time there 
enjoyable. A great thing about it is it counts toward A+ hours. I can do it 
again this spring and be back to back champions as my team and I won the 
championship last year,” Prestin Smith ‘22 said.  

There are many fun and enjoyable moments that come from 
participating in the league as well. 

“It was great. A lot of things were learned as a coach and player,” 
Andon Christian ‘24 said.

There are many positives in involving yourself into the league; 
one being the effect it has on the community. The Lincoln League has more 

than one purpose in mind, but helping the community is a big part of the 
league’s goal. The league helps everyone involved.

“This league affects the community significantly because we 
created a program that allows children from K-6th grade to participate at 
low cost, including High School students as the coaches and refs, to earn 
the A+ hours and creating the culture for the Sikeston Bulldog Football 
team,” Taneshia Pulley said.

With other benefits involving the Lincoln League is the Youth 
Empowerment 573 Scholarship which is given out by the Pulley’s. The 
league provides a lot of opportunities for the students and the community 
and the Lincoln League encourages everyone to participate. “The purpose 
of the league is to create tradition. The league will open with 
registration for players on February 16. 
The first camp will be March 
19. Games will be the 
entire month of 
April,” Pulley 
said. 
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 The last time the MLB had a lockout 

was in 1990, which lasted just 32 days. 

The MLB is currently in another lockout 

and has been since December 1.  For 

Baseball fans, this is the worst thing that could happen. The 

offseason is one of the biggest times for crazy things to happen. 

It’s when players make their big decision on where they are 

going to play and for how much money. It could be a dark time 

for faithful fans of a team, or it could be a great time for the 

fans. I’m not used to the Cardinals doing anything during the 

offseason anyway, so this is not new to me, but this is besides 

the point. The lockout could hurt the start time of the season 

and the relationship between the MLB and the MLBPA. 

 To explain the lockout is very simple: The MLB (Own-

ers) and the MLBPA (Players Association) could not get in 

agreement to a contract about how much money the owners are 

giving the players. Both sides are trying to present a case and 

are getting nowhere. The owners are very cheap guys who want 

to keep as much money for themselves as possible. The players 

want to get a bigger cut of that because they are the ones doing 

the dirty work and ultimately making the money for the team 

and owners. 

 Rob Manfred (MLB Commisioner) was the reason 

this lockdown started. If I was Manfred I would take into 

consideration of the players, because they are the moneymakers. 

He needs to make better decisions to help the game of baseball 

continue to grow. Fans want this lockdown to be over. So I 

suggest that Manfred figures out a solution soon.

 As fans all we can do is pray that this lockout gets 

resolved quickly. I have a huge fear that the season would be de-

layed and those games would not be made up. Yadi and Waino 

are in their final season of their careers and I do not want this to 

be messed up because of some greedy owners. Pay the players. 
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