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 Winter break is awaited by everyone. No 
matter if you’re a student, coach, teacher, or an 
administrator. Everyone loves the long break away 
from school. 
 Winter break gives everyone a chance to sit 
back and breathe for a bit. Go see family, celebrate 
the holidays, eat some good food. However, there are 
some students and staff who stick around a few hours 
everyday over the break. 
 Although school is out, athletes and coaches 
in winter sports still come in and put the work in 
over the two weeks “away” from school.
 Of course staying home, relaxing, and 
watching movies with your family is nice, but is that 
making you better at the end of the day?

 Student athletes are held to a higher 
standard and that standard does not drop when 

school is not in session. Over the break, teams 
still have practice most days and still compete 
in multiple games, matches, and tournaments.

Some of the athletes are going to give 
us some insight on what the break looks like for 

them. “Well, as a basketball player we don’t get a 
normal break like everyone else. It’s filled with 

practices because we go to the St. Dominic 
Tournament during Christmas break. I 
don’t know exactly how many days we 
practice, but we practice quite a bit because 

of the games. We also just can’t get too out of 

shape. When it comes to family and the holidays, our 
coaches make sure we get the holidays off and give 
us enough of a break to get that quality time with 
family.” said McKenna Jenkins ‘22.

Morgan McCauley will show how their 
break compares to their female counterparts.
               “Most of the time we have practice around 
11 or 12 o’clock during the break. When it comes 
down to family & sports during the holiday times, I 
can easily balance both of them out” said McCauley.
               Our third winter sport, wrestling, is often 
busier over break than any other time of the season. 
Sam Lancaster ‘24 tells us what their break looks like. 
               “Christmas break for wrestling is still very 
busy. Morning practices that are sometimes just 
mentally hard because you know it’s a break from 
school but not from wrestling. Besides when we 
have meets over the break, I practice in the morning 
and the rest over the afternoon with friends and 
family. Luckily, coach allows a couple days off close 
to Christmas and I still try to work out on those days 
but mainly focus on being with friends and family” 
said Lancaster.
 All Bulldog teams encourage everyone 
to come out and watch the numerous games and 
matches over the break. They would love your cheers 
and support. Have a wonderful break. 
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          The City of Sikeston hosted the annual Parade of Lights on 
Friday, December 3. The Parade of Lights is a celebration of the 
upcoming holidays. The parade began at 7:00p.m., beginning at 
the Post Office and winding its way through historic downtown.           

The Parade initially began with the Christmas 
tree lighting ceremony at American 
Legion Park, followed by the lighting 
of Santa’s Village.  Parade goers lined 
the cobblestone streets to watch as the 
lighted floats went by, and waited with 
anticipation for a glimpse at Santa.           

 “The parade did take a while to 
get to us just because we were at the end 
of the route, but it was definitely worth 
it because we got to see all the pretty 
floats” Bailey Minner ‘25 said.
            A large part of our community 
came to celebrate the season, along 
with several students, too. The 
World Language club and FRACC 
club (Fantasy/mythology, role 
play, anime, cosplay, and comics) 
participated in the parade. “We 
had about 17 people participate 
from FRACC Club, FFA, and 
WLC and it was great. We joined 
the parade because we wanted to 
spread the message of our club 

and build inclusion in the community,” 
 Lily Chessor ‘23 said.
            Santa’s Village was the main attraction of the evening, 
however many downtown businesses offered free candy canes, 
various treats, and even discounts to their shoppers. The 
Sikeston Convention & Visitors Bureau gave away cookies 
as well.  Student volunteers were excited to interact with the 
community.
            “The parade was exciting and everyone was so happy. 
The kids were so excited to see us when walking in the parade. 
They also wanted candy of course!” Aubree Hooten ‘22.  
  Parade participants were able to compete for prize 
money for the best float.  Some floats were represented by the 
Sikeston Department of Public Safety,  the Chief of Police, 
the Parade Grand Marshal, the Historic Downtown, the Scott 
County Fire Dept, the Scott County Sheriff ’s Dept, and the Scott 
County Central Marching Band.

While many floats were great, two in particular stood 
out as favorites.  “I believe the float with Santa Claus was the 
best” Chessor said.  “The Frozen themed float, in my opinion, 
was probably the best and most creative,” Hooten said.

Music performed on the Keith Collins bandstand could 
be heard throughout the night, adding to the holiday cheer. 
Children and families could pose for a picture with Santa, and 
mingle among his villages.  Citizens agree the Parade of Lights 
was a success. 

Article By: Belinda Minner
Design By: Dylan Wilson 
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As Christmas time approaches, lots of families are getting all of their 
holiday shopping done.  2021 has brought a new meaning to Christmas shopping.  
As many do their shopping online now, things like Black Friday and Cyber 
Monday deals have moved to the majority of online.
 As many anticipate longer waits on their prized packages, lots of shoppers 
have done their spending earlier than normal.  According to cnbc.com, many 
retailers are hoping to keep the shopping strong as there has been “a wave of early 
holiday shopping.”
 Black Friday and Cyber Monday are two days that bring millions of dollars 
to retailers and often fund the majority of their sales.  However, this year, the 
Thanksgiving weekend did not prove to be as strong in sales as many had hoped.
 2021 also brings the newest clothes, electronics, trends, and many more 
that will be added to Christmas lists this year.  One item that seems to top many 
wish lists is money.  As high schoolers start to think of ideas of what to ask for, cash 
has topped the list.

A poll was sent out to the students at SHS, and the most popular gift on 
many wish lists was money.  Forty-four percent of students said they wanted 
cash.  The second “most wanted” gift was clothes and shoes at 24 percent with 
particularly a lot of written responses voting for shoes.  

Shortages in supply chains have been a big deal in 2021, and that makes 
holiday shopping even harder.  According to today.com, many experts have said 
that these supply chain issues could affect certain prices and availability of the most 
popular products.  COVID took a large toll on businesses and many are still trying 
to recover from these issues.

The loss of inventory, shortages across the world, and long shipment and 
arrival dates are all various reasons that many started their Christmas shopping in 
early November.  Before you know it, these most prized items will be off the shelves 
and added to online carts.  

Christmas time is also a time that many spend a large amount of money.  
According to cloudwards.net, online sales are projected to reach $4.2 trillion by 
the end of the year.  Some of the most popular items have also gone up in price, 
causing more money to be spent.

Holiday shopping is a big part of Christmas traditions and one that will 
continue to industrialize over the years.   
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 The air is colder, birds have scattered, and the trees 
have shed their leaves. These are signs that Christmas is right 
around the corner. Not only is it time to make new memories, 
it’s also time to look back on those of the past. Often, people 
get distracted and carried away by their expectations for the 
season instead of appreciating the past Christmases and what 
made them great.
 Christmas is a time for giving. Much like most every 
other holiday, Christmas is reserved for friends and family. 
It doesn’t matter how much money is at one’s disposal or the 
predicament that they are in. Everybody can give a little bit of 
something, whether that be a helping hand during a difficult 
time, or a ride to work. Every little thing adds up to make this 
holiday one of the best. Every day can be used to spread that 
good spirit associated with the holiday. As long as someone is 
being helped and is all the happier for it, Christmas is being 
celebrated.
 Of course, most people are counting the minutes 
and excitedly turning in their wish lists in preparation for 
the festive holiday. While that joy and excitement are very 
important parts of Christmas, it is also incredibly important 
to look back on the fond memories from past years. Whether 
it be a funny argument, a new family pet, or an arts and crafts 
set, it’s good to know that those things are what make the 
Holiday great. That argument will be brought up for years to 
come, that pet will become someone’s new best friend, and 
that arts and crafts set will inspire and prepare a young artist 

for the big leagues. 
 The Barker staff asked students and staff to share some 
of their favorite Christmas memories:
 “Well, being my age there are a lot to choose from, 
but one of my favorite Christmas related memories would be 
my first Christmas as a dad,” Mr. Cox said when asked about 
his favorite Christmas memory, “I got to spend quality time 
feeding my daughter at 1 in the morning on Christmas Day. 
Lights were out and no one was up and she was eating away 
while sitting on my lap in my chair.” Of course, not everyone 
has experienced something like this, but that’s what makes the 
Holiday season unique. 
           Not every memory has to be wild, dramatic, or even 
super impactful.  Sometimes a favorite memory can be as 
simple as experiencing a family tradition, or receiving a gift.
          “My favorite Christmas memory is of me and my family 
getting a real Christmas tree every year,” Jaiden Knoeppel ‘22 
said.  
          “When I was in Kindergarten I got the bell from Polar 
Express for Christmas and that is by far the best Christmas 
memory I have,” Allison Jones ‘23 said. 
 Taking all of this into consideration, this Christmas 
season sure is exciting, but hold on to the memories that make 
it that way. Without those, this holiday would mean nothing, 
so keep your family close and your memories closer this year’s 
Christmas.

My favorite Christmas 
memory was the time 
when I went to my 
first ever NBA game 
at Memphis because 
I got to sit court side 
and see a lot of people 
that were inspiration 
to me at the time.

 - Tristen Brotherton

My favorite Christmas 
memory probably was 
when I was about 5-6 
years old. I remember 
waking up very excited 
and as soon as I saw 
what I got, it’s stuck 
with me forever. 
A brand new bike, 
WITHOUT TRAINING 
WHEELES!!!!!
- Carson Beaird

My favorite Christmas 
memory is when I was 
6 and I got a big skirt 
with lots of ruffles that 
I could spin like crazy. I 
also got a pink karaoke 
machine, so you already 
know that I would make 
up dance routines in my 
skirt and sing my heart 
out everyday afterwards.
- Blair Durham

My favorite Christmas 
memory is waking 
up and seeing what 
“Santa” would bring 
as a child and opening 
presents from all of 
my family members 
because we try 
to get each other 
sentimental gifts for 
Christmas. 
- Lilly Hodgkiss

My favorite Christmas 
memory has to be 
about a decade ago 
when my brother and 
I both got an Xbox 
360 to share. I believe 
that moment literally 
helped make me who 
I am today.
- Trevor Tarrants 

When I was in 
Kindergarten I 
got the bell from 
Polar Express for 
Christmas and that 
is by far the best 
Christmas memory 
I have. 
- Allison Jones 

Article by: Trevor Tarrants              Design By: Blake Wrather
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The Sikeston cheerleaders recently participated in state 
competition. This year the state competition was held at the Show 
Me Center in Cape Girardeau, on December 12. It was a two day 
competition with two sections per day.  Zoe Robison ‘22 shared her 
favorite part of competing.

“My favorite thing about competing is definitely winning, but 
even when we haven’t won in years past it would be building such a 
special bond with so many of my teammates since we’re together so 
often,” Robison said.

At regionals there were a total of six teams competing in the 
coed small division: Liberty-Wentzville, VanBuren, JohnBurroughs, 
Fort Zumwalt South, Pacific, and Pattonville. After winning, the team 
was thrilled since it was their first time in the division. Hailey Caton 
‘24 tells how she felt about winning regionals.

“It felt amazing, like our hard work had paid off. I may even 
have cried a little. It also made me feel like we needed to step it up to 
win state,” Caton said. State combines Kansas City regional teams and 
St. Louis regional teams for a total of 12 teams at state competing for 
the title. 

Robison shares who she thinks is Sikeston’s biggest 
competition. “Our biggest competition is probably Pattonville, 
because they have such advanced tumbling, or the winner of the 
KC regional,” Robison said. Even though the cheerleaders have 
put in the time and effort to prepare for competition, frustrations 
on performing a perfect routine have surfaced.  Halley Kim, Head 
Cheerleader, shares her thoughts when things do not go just as she 
planned.  “I would have to say my biggest competition is myself. I 
tend to get really frustrated and down on myself when things don’t go 
right,” Kim said. 

The team has also made changes to their routine to increase 
their score. They started out with their skills hitting to prep, now 
they are at the extended level. Posture and cleanliness is also another 
element they have added. Kylin Laffoon ‘25 tells us how she feels 
about the changes in the routine. 

“The changes in the routine have definitely made me feel 
more confident. The routine itself looks much better overall and I 
hope that it will get us the points we need,” Laffoon said. Lindsay 
Byrd ‘23 agrees. “The changes in the routine have made me more 
confident. I think everyone feels a little more confident now,” Byrd 
said.  

 They have also spent many hours practicing at Wing 
Elementary. Cate Schrumpf ‘24 tells us how often they practice to 
make sure everything in the routine is correct. 

“We practice at least four days a week for two hours each 
night and sometimes have an extra practice on Saturday or Sunday 
each week,” Schrumpf said. Practicing is just one way the team has 
prepared. Byrd describes how she has prepared for state.

“I have prepared for competition by showing up to practice 
everyday, giving my all during practices, and going to tumbling 
classes/privates,” Byrd said. The team placed second out of twelve 
teams after competing in the new coed division this year. 

Article By : Blair Durham    Deigned By : Anika Artis 
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 “This will be my first ever time attend-
ing a cheer competition and I’m stoked 
for the first time to be with these girls! 
They have all been so positive and 
supportive of each other this year! This 
team has so much talent and I can’t 
wait to see them perform!”

                   Jess Jordan  - Asst. Coach 

 This was Sikeston Cheer’s first year competing in the 
Co-ed division. This division is to be seen as a much harder 
division to compete in, but after working hard through 
everything, Sikeston Cheer won first place at the St. Louis 
Regional Competition on October 2, 2021.  After winning 
regionals, the team is hungrier to come back for a first place 
win at State. 

To prepare for State, the team had a showcase to 
show off their routine and get used to performing the 
routine in front of a crowd. The showcase was on Dec 1, 
2021 at the Field House and was very different from years 
past. Usually, Sikeston would just perform their routine 
and that would be it. Kelly’s cheer coach, Billy Hoskins, 
reached out to several schools asking if they would want to 
show off their state routine to support one another. Sikeston 
said yes and  was eager to be the host school.  “I absolutely 
loved having the other schools there. It opens up the team 
camaraderie and just gives each team an opportunity to 
perform in front of people, which does change how some 
people perform. I hope to be able to continue this in future 

years!” Betsy Colwick said. 
Several Cheer teams showed up to show off their 

state routine, including Thomas J. Kelly High School 
and Cape Central High School. The showcase started at 
6:30 and lasted for an hour. All teams warmed up their 
tumbling, stunts, then marked through their routine, 
then performed it full-out for the crowd. 

After long hours of hard practice, the team was 
proud of how they hit their routine for the showcase and 
really showed their skills. “I was honestly so nervous 
going into the showcase but when I stepped out on the 
floor, the nerves went away. After the routine, I felt so 
proud of my stunt group and my team. The hours of 
practice finally paid off ” Hailey Caton ‘24 said. 

 Even through hard times at practice, the team 
still preserved through it and kept going with the routine. 
“I was ecstatic! Of course we still have things to work on, 
but the team did their best full out yet while performing 
at the showcase.” Betsy Colwick said. 

“I am very excited 
for state! We are in a 
really good spot and 
the team has been 
working really hard!” 
-Betsy Colwick 

ARTICLE BY : MORGAN FITZGERALD      DESIGN BY: ANIKA ARTIS 
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 The girls basketball team has been off to a great start this season, 
starting the season with a 4-1 record with wins coming against good teams 
such as; North County, Poplar Bluff, and Dexter.
 The team also recently placed 3rd in the annual SEMO conference 

tournament Kirsten Fairhurst, one of the starting guards for the team, 
spoke on the best moment for the team so far this year. 

     “The best moment for the team so far has been getting third place 
in our SEMO conference tournament. Previously, we had only won 
consolation champs so winning third shows that we have improved 
individually and as a team. With that being said, I personally feel like 
we can be considered a team to watch out for,” Fairhurst said.
  Fairhurst also spoke on the team’s hot start to the season. 
“The team’s success can be defined by hard work, dedication, and will 

power. Many of the girls, including myself, have been putting up extra 
shots outside of practice and working extremely hard inside of practice. 

Going into the season, we did not know how much we had improved 
but, as we progress and play more teams we can see the difference from 

last year to this year,” Fairhurst said.
 Nayla Bonner, one of the starting forwards for the team, is another 

great player. Bonner spoke on what she thinks she has brought to the team, 
“I think as a player I bring hard work to the team because I’m always trying 

to learn more so we can be more successful as a team,” Bonner said.
 Karris Allen, the team’s leader, has recently committed to Western 
Kentucky University to continue her basketball career. Bonner spoke on 
how she’s improved as a player, and how Allen has helped her, “I think I’ve 
improved way more since last season, because I’m way more confident 
now, and karris has been helping me become more consistent,” Bonner 
said.
 Assistant coach of the bulldogs Bethany Asmus has played a big role 
in the bulldogs success with her leadership and great coaching ability.
 Asmus speaks on the season so far, “We’ve had a very good start 
to the season so far. We just have to keep working hard in practice and 

pushing each other. We have a lot of experience in our returning players 
and a pretty well rounded team. There are several offensive threats and 

everyone is working to get better all the time.” Asmus said.
  Asmus also spoke on rooms for improvement to finish out 

the season, “We are still getting into a rhythm of playing with 
each so team chemistry is improving all the time. As our season 

progresses, the players will get closer and the chemistry will 
click. As long as they are working together and pushing each 
other to be better, we will continue making strides in the right 
direction. They understand the effort necessary and they 
want to do big things come post-season.” Asmus said.

Article By: Harrison Arndt   Design By: Sophia Carter 
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         The sweat and long hours the Sikeston Bulldog 
Wrestling team put in during the  off-season and early this 
season is already proving to be worth it. The Bulldogs have 
carried  their success from the 2020-2021 season into the 
2021-2022 season. 
          The Bulldogs hosted the Dexter Bearcats and the 
Desoto Dragons on November 30, 2021, and walked out with 
two convincing victories. The Girls beat the Dragons 40-18 
and the Bearcats 54-6. The Boys beat the Dragons 60-21 and 
the Bearcats 57-23.
              “The key to our early success is the urge to get better 
from everyone. Not just the varsity line up, but both girls 
and junior varsity has been very encouraging and tough on 
everyone because they want this team to be really just like 
the varsity and the coaches. From challenging for spots to 
substituting into the line up. Everyone has worked hard and 
pushes each other,” sophomore, Sam Lancaster said. 
           The Bulldogs have seven seniors this year. These 
seniors play a crucial role in how the team functions and 
competes.
          “The seniors have been very patient with the program. 
They’ve helped many kids catch up to speed with what we 
learn. Even though their previous partners have left. They 
have been able to impact the new kids coming in that will be 
great at wrestling in the near future” Lancaster 24’ said.
           The team had a successful trip up to the Fort Zumwalt 
North tournament on Saturday, December 4. Lila Eckert 

placed 1st, Kate Grubbs placed 2nd, and Ellie Douglass 
placed 3rd in their brackets for the girls. Dominic Mullin 
placed 3rd and Jax Lancaster placed 4th in their brackets for 
the boys.
           The Bulldogs continued their success at home on 
Tuesday, December 7. by beating our rival the Cape Central 
Tigers, 66- 18 for the boys, and 48-12 for the girls. Along with 
the Tigers, the boys beat the Carbondale Terriers 45-21. 
           On December 11 the Junior Varsity and Girls wrestling 
teams had a home tournament. They had many placings on 
the weekend. 
            Over Christmas break the Bulldogs will have three 
tournaments, including the Tiger Classic. Teams from all over 
the area in Missouri and Illinois will compete in this two day 
tournament at Cape Central High School.
            The Dawgs have three more meets at the Field House 
this season. Come out and support all the hard work that the 
team has put in. 
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 The boys basketball team has officially started their 
2021-2022 season. Recently, the boys played the DeSoto 
Dragons and beat them 71-27. With many more games to 
get through this season, the Dogs may be considered a force 
to be reckoned with. The team is led by head coach Gregg 
Holifield. Holifield is entering his 24th season as head coach 
with a new roster of hard working and dedicated players.
 “I really like the team’s work ethic.The boys put in a 
lot of hard work and energy during practice and out of prac-
tice. Their attitudes have been great and so has their body 
language. With all of this, I feel as if the season will be good 
and the boys will prosper this year,” Holifield said. 
 The five Seniors: Cleo Taylor, Carson Beaird, Dylon 
Turner, Tyler Owens, and Tyron Owens, have been playing 
together for years. Their experience together has been shown 
on the floor multiple times, especially recently. The senior 
boy’s leadership brings a lot of energy and liveliness to the 
court.
  “The senior leadership and teamwork is ideal this 
year. We all want one thing, and that’s to win. We will do 
anything and everything to win,” Beaird said.
 The experience and leadership from the senior’s has 
been visible by all. “The boys have done very well recently. 
The returning experience from the seniors adds an element 
to our game. The encouragement from the older boys to-
wards the younger boys and the previous chemistry the older 

boys already had together allows for us to be the best team 
we can be. Hopefully with all these factors, we can win an-
other district championship and go as far as winning a state 
championship,” Holifield said.
 Along with senior leadership, the local support 
brings a lot of energy to the team. With communal support, 
the boys continue to push themselves to hold on to Sikeston’s 
reputation. The crowd brings life to all the boys and their 
surrondings. 
 “If anything we feed off of the crowd’s energy. If we 
make a good play and the crowd hypes us up then why not 
do it again?”, Harrison Arndt said.
 To watch the boys play, their next game is against 
the Notre Dame Bulldogs in Cape Girardeau at 7:30.The 
previous season, the boys lost to Notre Dame in the regular 
season by a score of 68-69. Considering how hard the boys 
have worked, this should be a good matchup.   
      

ARTICLE BY:  KIRSTEN FAIRHURST       
DESIGN BY: KELSIE ANDERSON 
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Tiger Woods steps up to a tee box on the par 3 
16th at the 1997 Phoenix Open. The young rising 

star has a rowdy crowd awaiting him to hit a good shot off the 
tee. Tiger gets ready to swing. “Tigers got 152 yards. Should be 
a nice, comfortable 9 iron for him. They’re gonna go nuts when 
he hits this thing” the commentator says. Tiger swings and hits a 
pure 9 iron. The crowd goes absolutely nuts. Screaming “Get in 
the hole!” The ball travels through the air looking perfect. It lands 
about 2 feet away from the hole and rolls in for a hole in one. “OH 
IT WENT IN!” The announcer screams. The 21 year old faced the 
pressure of almost 30 thousands fans watching him on a hole and 
made the most of it. It will be a memory that every golf fan will 
remember for the rest of their lives, whether they watched it on 
Youtube, TV, or in person. This will go down as one of the coolest 
golf shots of all time. 
 Tiger Woods is the greatest golfer of all time. From the 
start of his career he has been the best at being able to hit tough 
shots and make the most of tough situations. He makes the game 
look so simple while 95% of golfers can’t. Through the injuries 
and bad situations, he fought through adversity and worked as 
hard as he possibly could. Tiger came back from a number of 
back injuries through the 2010’s decade and won the 2019 mas-

ters. This was possibly the greatest comeback in the history of 
sports. Tiger was back. 
 A couple months ago Tiger was in a car crash. He broke 
his leg and didn’t believe that he would be able to play pro-
fessional golf ever again. He even stated that they talked about 

getting an amputation. The surgery went well and it took a while 
for him to recover to be able to step on a golf course again. The 
other day I saw a video of Tiger on the range getting some swings 
in. It brought tears to my eyes to see that beautiful golf swing 
again. Golf needs Tiger back. He is looking at a return to the PGA 
but he will never be full time again. Tiger may never be the Ti-
ger he was in the 2000’s and early 2010’s, but seeing him on the 
course competing professionally could make any man shed a tear. 
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Basketball never really starts until Semo 
Conference play begins. The Semo Conference Tournament 
of 2021 is a 9 team double-elimination tournament which 
begins on Monday, December 6, and will be held at the 
Sikeston Field House. Sikeston will be participating as the 
5th seed this year with a first round game against renowned 
rival 4th seed Charleston. With the Blue Jays getting the 
better of the Bulldogs. The other matchups consist of 1st 
seed New Madrid vs winner of 8th seed Dexter v. 9th seed 
Kennett which was won by favorite New Madrid, 2nd seed 
Jackson vs 7th seed Notre Dame with the Jackson Indians 
coming on top, and 3rd seed Cape vs 6th seed Poplar 
Bluff which was won by Cape.The tournament is a fun 

experience all around for the teams 
and the fans with all schools 

getting a shot to prove they 
are the best around.

Despite it being 
a double-elimination 
tournament every 
game matters and the 
competition will be fun to 
watch. With the reigning 
tournament champions 
New Madrid seeded 1st are 

favorites to win the whole 
tournament with the return 

of their young core leading 
the charge. But there are 
new teams arising that seek 
to take home the trophy this 

year.  

One of these teams being the Dogs, Sikeston had 
a very impressive win over Desoto and seek to achieve 
more “I expect them to go in fight and work hard and show 
people we better than what they think we are and I wish I 
was there with them but I know they are going to show out 
with or without me. I love my teammates,” Dylon Turner 
‘22 said.  It is expected to see success throughout the season 
by the Dogs with another season under Head Coach Gregg 
Holifield the Dogs have definitely been putting in the work 
during practices with hard and intense work. “I think it 
gives us the right mindset to go out and play as hard as we 
can. The hard practices help us as a team form a strong 
bond with each other and give us lots of room to keep 
improving throughout the season,” Creighton Sarakas ‘23 
said. The work will definitely be needed in order to make an 
impact on this tournament.

Sikeston faced good competition early on “Great 
competition, the conference is in an up year.”Said Coach 
Will Holifield. But with enough practice and the talent 
that the dogs made a good impact in the tournament.  The 
tournament was truly an exciting experience for fans and 
spectators to see extremely competitive and heart fought 
games in the tournament. Each team made an impression 
early on in the season and laid down a few potential upsets 
along the way. The Semo Conference Tournament madness 
comes to a close with New Madrid taking home the 
champion for the 2nd year in a row.  
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