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          Veterans Day is a national holiday held on the 
anniversary of World War I. This holiday formerly known as 
Armistice Day, and was originally set as a U.S. legal holiday to 
honor the end of World War I. On Veterans day we honor U.S 
victims and veterans of all wars.  Veterans day is an important 
holiday to celebrate.

Veterans Day is held on November 11, every year in 
honor of the “eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh 
month” of 1918 that signaled the end of World War I.
          There are multiple veterans at our school such as:  Mr. 
Richard Justice, Mr. Charles Micheal, Mr. King Sidwell, Mr. 
Brent Trankler, Ms. Kim Meinke, and Mr. Doyle Noe.
          Justice shared why he wanted to join the Army, “I 
wanted to serve my nation, just like my family had done since 
the American Revolution. This meant a lot to me,” Justice said. 
“It was tough, and I became friends with lots of great people, I 
just wish I could have done more myself,” Justice said.
          Another school veteran spoke about how the military 
impacted her life and herself as a person. “Well, had I been 
allowed to serve longer than the four years I was in (medically 
discharged); I think I would have made that my career. I loved 
the structure of the military. It made me into the disciplined 
person I am today. I set goals and do not quit on the goals 
until they are accomplished. I love structure and routines; 
therefore, I felt at home in the military,” Meinke said.
          Meinke also shared on what influenced her to join the 
military, “I knew I wanted to go to college, and the military 
was my avenue for paying for college without help from my 
family. I am the oldest of four children; and, my parents could 
not afford to send me to college. The GI bill pays for college 
after you complete your service. Therefore, I chose to enter 
ROTC and went SMP (simultaneous military program) in the 
Army Reserves at the same time I was completing my college 
degree,” Meinke said. 
          SHS celebrated Veterans Day with the annual assembly 
on Thursday, Nov 11, 2021. The assembly consisted of guest 

speakers, multiple veterans, patriotic music from our choir 
and band, the 21 gun salute.  Mr. Michael Harris, keynote 
speaker, shared his experience in the military and why it is 
important to continue to honor Veterans beyond today. 
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Michael Harris delivers the keynote address during the Sikeston 
Veterans Assembly. 

Veterans attending the assembly stand while being recognized. 
3



 One of the many clubs at SHS 
is National Honors Society.  NHS is a 
service club that serves the school and our 
community in many different facets. 
 To become a member of NHS a 
student must have a certain amount of 
“points.” Students receive points for athletics, 
academics, and other clubs or extracurricular 
activities. NHS wants to make sure its 
members are great examples of the four 
qualities that are held in high esteem by the 
Chapter.  These qualities are scholarship, 
service, leadership, and character. 
          “These qualities [scholarship, service, 
leadership, and character] make you a well 
rounded human being and help you to be 
successful in multiple areas of life,” Kim 
Thornbrough, NHS sponsor said.
 Scholarship is the academic study 
or achievement of learning at a higher level. As a member of NHS, 
a student swears to pursue scholarship excellence by maintaining a 
3.5 GPA or higher.
 Service is the action of helping or doing work for someone. 
NHS members swear to be passionate and committed to serving 
their school and community by completing two service projects 
each semester. 
 Leadership is the action of leading a group or organization. 

When sworn into the NHS chapter, members 
take an oath to be leaders and take initiative in 
their athletic, academic, and personal pursuits.
            Character is the features within a 
person that distinguishes them from others. 
A NHS member is counted on to be integral, 
responsible, trustworthy, caring, and selfless in 
all areas of their daily lives.
            Every year NHS holds an induction 
ceremony where new and old members join 
together to celebrate each other on this great 
achievement. Monday, November 15, the NHS 
chapter will be inducting 32 students who 
exemplify these four qualities. 
           “I’m excited to light their candles and 
show the new members the importance of 
being in National Honor Society and having 
more volunteers in the community,” NHS 
Secretary Leilani Smith ‘22 said.

              During the induction ceremony, President Dylan 
Thornbrough, Vice President, Noah Mason, Service Project 
Coordinator Mackenzie Conway, and Secretary Leilani Smith will 
light a candle for the four qualities held dear to the Society and 
explain their importance. Current NHS members will light the new 
members’ candles, and then everyone will join together and recite 
the oath.  
Article By: Noah Mason   Design By: Emily Morgan 

 Since its creation in the late 1600s, Thanksgiving has 
remained one of the most popular holidays. Every year families 
gather to celebrate their unities and to consume large amounts of 
(hopefully) delicious food. 
 Personally, my family has always gathered at my 
grandparents’ house on the holiday. We celebrate with a variety 
of foods but have several recurring dishes: homemade cheese 
ball and chicken and dumplings being just a few. Of course, 
turkey is a mainstay in most every household, serving as the 
perfect and most obvious go-to food. 
 Despite food being a huge part of the holiday, the 
bonds we share with our friends, family, and pets are at its core. 
Understandably, not everyone may have a strong support system. 
That shouldn’t discourage anyone from enjoying the holiday. 
Most everyone has at least one friend, pet, or family member 
to be thankful for and to spend time with. The point is that 
everybody has something (God, family, friends, hobbies, and 
passions) that they can be thankful for. 
 When I was young, I just saw Thanksgiving as an 
excuse to eat a lot of really good food, rush back home, and 

play videogames. Now that I am older, I still really enjoy those 
activities; however, there is much more to be thankful for aside 
from those, arguably, meaningless things. 
 Keep in mind that life is only a ride and all rides have to 
come to an end. Your parents, grandparents, siblings, and friends 
will not be here forever, and neither will you. The true purpose 
of Thanksgiving has little to do with the food served and 
everything to do with the uncertainty of tomorrow. Not every 
person may be so lucky to have parents to see or grandparents 
to call. So, without knowing what may happen tomorrow or a 
month from now, be thankful for the people you share your life 
with. There is no visible time limit on life, so act as though every 
moment may be your last. Spend time with your friends, put 
energy into everything you do, because if you aren’t thankful for 
anything right now you will be with just a little bit of effort. 
 With all of this being said, I hope that you have an 
incredible Thanksgiving, enjoy lots of food, and spend the week 
with people you cherish.

Article By: Trevor Tarrants Design By: Emily Morgan
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FFA NATIONAL
CONVENTION

ARTICLE BY: ALLIE RODGERS 
DESIGN BY: SOPHIA CARTER

 In 1928, the FFA Organization, which was initially 
created to bring students together who were interested in 
agriculture, was founded. Originally standing for Future 
Farmers of America, FFA has now extended to more 
than just farming and is an organization that is open to 
everyone. “No matter what you are interested in, even 
drawing, we can find you something to do here in FFA,” 
Katrena Jordan, FFA Sponsor said.
 Since the beginning of the organization, FFA has 
held a national convention every year, and this year was no 
different.  The 2021 convention was held in Indianapolis, 
Indiana, October 27-29. This year 54,000 FFA members 
and guests attended, along with Sikeston High School 
officers. According to Jordan, “Without the National FFA 
Convention we would be in an organization simply with 
our state and only learning things about Missouri,” Jordan 
said.
  This convention is held to bring FFA members 
together from all over the nation and promote agriculture. 
“At this convention, students visit college booths, listen to a 
main speaker and four retired FFA members' speeches, and 
get to meet other FFA members from all across the nation,” 
Jordan said. 
 Jordan also shared about Teacher's World, a crucial 
component of the convention for Agriculture teachers and 
sponsors. “Teachers world is a part of the FFA Convention 
and Expo where multiple curriculum companies come in 

and show what they have to 
offer to help teachers in the 
classroom,” Jordan said. 
 This year's main 
speaker was Courtenay Dehoff. 
“Courtenay’s speech was amazing and 
was about being able to be high class in New York while 
sticking to your roots,” Jordan said. She continued to say 
that Dehoff also talked about the importance of “sticking 
to your roots and being able to stick up and advocate for 
yourself,” Jordan said.  
 FFA Vice President, Mackenzie Conway attended 
the convention. “One of the things that stuck out to me 
the most was when Ms. Dehoff said ‘you never fall into a 
certain group and you can be absolutely anything you want 
to be,’” Conway said.
 This was Conway’s first year going to the national 
convention. “It's a very cool experience and I think all 
members should work hard and attend as much as they can 
so that they may be eligible to go,” Conway said. The FFA 
convention helps the club have ties to other schools around 
the nation and learn about agriculture in more states. 
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Identify your goals and resources.
Take the first steps on your pathway by
identifying long-term goals and exploring 
available resources, including tutoring 
and counseling. Do Naviance college
and career activities. Begin making
meaningful connections with at least
three teachers for future references.

Start control of your future.
Continue your explorations by 
interviewing people in careers of interest 
to you. Advocate for yourself with your 
teachers and counselors as you forecast 
your coursework. Take the PSAT and PLAN
tests. Use the summer break to further
your goals and planning for the future.

Define your future. 
Develop a list of several colleges you are
interested in and start visiting these
campuses. Register for the SAT and/or
ACT. Search for scholarships. Create a
timeline with deadlines for college and
scholarship applications. Start drafting
your personal statements. Stay involved!

 Around SHS you will often see 
Ms. Taneshia Pulley, Sikeston Senior 
High school’s College Advisor, hanging 
posters to inform students about college 
scholarships, the FAFSA, trade schools 
and much more. Pulley began her career 
by working with the Missouri Advising 
Corps, and in a partnership with Sikeston 
Public Schools, to help high school 
juniors and seniors with their college and 
career plans.  This partnership led to a 
club called College Ambassadors which is 
open to students.
 “College Ambassadors are 
students that generally help foster a 
college culture and revamp the attitude of 
college,” Pulley said. 
 The students not only foster a 
college culture but also help Pulley with 
presentations, giveaways, and more. The 
club was created a few years ago and has 
some milestones for the record. The club 
and its members invite students from 
SHS to experience campus life personally. 
Pulley has organized numerous visits 
to college campuses such as Southeast 
Missouri State University and Three 
Rivers main campus to inform students of 
their college life. One of their most recent 
college visits occurred on November 6, 
when the Ambassadors visited Arkansas 
State University. 
 “We toured the campus, attended 

their tailgate, looked at some Greek life 
and even coincidentally met the president 
of the university, it was definitely a great 
experience,” Pulley said. 
 Pulley shared her advice for 
seniors at this time in their college 
planning. “Make sure you are filling your 
FAFSA IDs and scholarships,” Pulley said. 
The FAFSA is the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid which offers eligible 
students Federal Aid.  Pulley added  the 
importance of filling out scholarships to 
offset the cost of college.  “Seniors, make 
sure you’re trying to get scholarships, 
creating ends and making sure you’re 
putting all your work on paper,” Pulley 
said. 
 While seniors are getting ready to 
end their high school years, freshmen are 
beginning theirs. Preparation for college 
and career planning never starts too early. 
Pulley advises that students get involved 
in school by finding their niche. 
 “I would tell students to really 
just try to start getting involved as early 
as possible. Make sure you are currently 
trying to get things ready that would 
make you stand out to colleges,” Pulley 
said. 
 Sophomores and juniors have as 
many opportunities to get involved as 
seniors and freshmen. “As a sophomore 
you’re exploring your college or career 

options], but you should be focused on 
getting involved. While you’re a junior 
you should narrow down your college 
choices and try to get that ACT score 
needed for your choice of college,” Pulley 
said.
 Pulley has put plenty of effort 
into trying to instill a college culture at 
SHS. Encouraging students to become a 
part of the College Ambassador program 
is one of her many goals.  The College 
Ambassadors are still taking members, 
so it is not too late to join. One last piece 
of advice Pulley gives her students is 
“Remember, your future is yours, so 
prepare yourself greatly for whatever you 
might do.”
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Test Prep Lending Library- The 
Counseling department purchased several 
test prep books that are available to check 
out in our high school library. Tests includ-
ed are ACT, SAT, ASVAB, PRAXIS, and the 
Nursing Entrance Exam.

ACT Prep Class- This year we have 
added an ACT Prep class that students can 
take as part of their normal schedule. It is a 
semester-long class that goes in depth into 
the exam. It is currently restricted to the 
Juniors and Seniors.

ACT Blitz- This is an all day study event 
that takes place during the school day. The 
session is led by our Academic Coaches 
who cover general ACT information, tips 
and tricks, and an in-depth review of each 
of the subjects covered on the ACT. Stu-
dents must sign-up for this program. 

ACT Focus Tutoring- These are subject 
specific, small group study sessions that take 
place on Wednesdays leading up to a national 
ACT. Students will spend two or three periods 
on targeted studying with the Academic Coach 
for that subject. Students must have taken at 
least one ACT Blitz before they can participate 
in the Focus Tutoring. 

 Our school offers many ways to achieve a better score on 
your ACT. Academic coaches here at school make these options 
available to students.  The coaches are Betsy Hunter (math), Sally 
Lape (English and reading), and Wanda Throop (science). Each 
option has its own benefit for students. Wanda Throop, one of the 
academic coaches, tells us how she thinks the prep/tutoring sessions 
can benefit students. 
          “The main benefit of the ACT Blitz prep sessions is to help 
the students learn HOW to take the test and to learn what content 
is required of them to know for the different content areas. The 
students become familiar with the format of the ACT test and this 
helps them to be more relaxed and have more confidence with their 
test-taking skills,” Throop said. 
          The coaches provide new opportunities for students wanting 
to achieve their ACT score goal. Sally Lape, the English and reading 
coach explains why she recommends taking these courses. 
          “Every student needs the opportunity to do the very best that 
they can on the ACT. Learning the strategies is the first step. Having 
the chance to practice taking the test provides an understanding of 
the types of questions on the test and, most importantly, confidence. 
Students will receive a study book with practice questions and a real 
ACT test that they can take home and continue to practice. Finally, 
the ACT Blitz and Focus ACT are FREE tutoring events,” Lape said. 
          The ACT Blitz and the Focus ACT are both offered on cam-
pus. Sherri Lawler, the sophomore counselor explains where they 
take place.
           “The ACT Blitz takes place in the Field House classroom and 
the ACT focus tutoring that is usually in C-building, either C-2 or 
C-Lab. It depends on what is available,” Lawler said. The groups are 
only offered on special days.
          “Focus tutoring is offered on different Wednesdays before 
the ACT test dates. Different content areas are offered on different 
Wednesdays. The Focus sessions for English and Reading are avail-
able on December 1, and the Math and Science will be offered on 
December 8,before the ACT test on December 11,” Throop said. 
Lape added “We offer both the ACT Blitz and Focus ACT before the 
October, December, February, and April ACT tests. The April ACT 
Blitz and Focus are for juniors only,” Lape said. If you are interested 
in signing up for any of these ACT prep/tutoring options, contact 
your counselor or look in your counselor google classroom page. 

Article By: Blair Durham Designed By: Hailee Clark
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 In a world that feels divided, it is more important than 
ever to find the positive things in everyday life. This is why 
Kindness Week was invented. To make people feel like they 
have a place to go and inspire others to be kind. 
 National Kindness day takes place on November 
13, every year, so world kindness week always starts on the 
Monday of that week. At Sikeston Public Schools, Sarah 
Thompson, Director of Communications, has proposed 
different activities to celebrate the week. 
       Monday was “Take Back Social Media Monday.”  People 
can be very hurtful on social media, so instead of making 
someone feel down, students and staff were encouraged to 
be kind to someone on social media. Tuesday was “Love Thy 
Neighbor Tuesday.”  A neighbor is not just the person that 
lives next door, but it can also be a fellow student or teacher, 
so everyone was encouraged to be kind to your neighbor. 
Wednesday was “Warm and Fuzzies Wednesday.” For this day 
it was recommended to take every opportunity to compliment 
someone so they feel special. Thursday was “Thank a Veteran,” 
in honor of Veteran’s Day.  Students and staff attended the 
annual Veteran’s Day ceremony in the Field House and were 
challenged to thank a veteran they know and possibly do 
something extra kind for them. Friday was “Feel Good About 
Yourself Friday.”  Kindness is not just about taking care of 
others, it is also about taking care of yourself.  It is important 
to practice self-care.  Finally, Saturday was “Kindness Day 
Saturday,” where individuals were inspired to focus on being 
kind and what that means in their life. 
 There are also many other different ways to observe 

World Kindness Week. One could write notes of kindness and 
put them in random places, offer to do an errand for someone, 
cook dinner for a friend, pay for the meal of the person behind 
you, etc. There are many different ways to be kind, they do not 
have to be big, they can be as small as smiling at someone in 
the hallway. 

Thompson recognized the need for this week at 
Sikeston Public Schools and hopes to encourage all of the 
students and staff to be more kind throughout their everyday 
life.  “It is my hope and mission in my own personal life to 
be kind to everyone and to try to go above and beyond to do 
things for others. Though in the last few years we’ve seen so 
many people go above and beyond to be kind and to take care 
of others, we’ve also seen an influx in very strong, emotional 
opinions on current events which has caused people to lose 
sight of being kind. I think if we can focus on spreading 
kindness, it then spreads joy, and hopefully then spreads 
respect for others no matter those differentiating opinions,” 
Thompson said.

After this week, Thompson hopes that everyone can see 
the difference they have made in other people’s  lives in just a 
short amount of time, and keep it going throughout the year.  
 “My hope is for students and staff to focus on one week 
and see what a difference they can make in others’ lives in such 
a short amount of time by doing such small tasks each day. 
Then maybe they can keep those small tasks going throughout 
the year. When we step outside of ourselves and realize there is 
so much more to life than just taking care of ourselves, then we 
find true happiness in helping others,” Thompson said.

1.  Hold the door for someone
“One way I show kindness is by always 
holding the door for people behind me!” 
Chloe Bles ‘22

2.  Make your greeting personal
“I always smile when I greet people and 
personalize my greeting.  I like to add 
something like “hey pretty” to make them feel 
special.” Kharis Andrews ‘23

3.  Keep a positive attitude
“I show kindness simply by my attitude 
towards my peers. Attitude is the core of 
actions, so whenever I am interacting with 
someone that I meet, I try to treat them 
without judgment, but head-on with a heart 
to help and love.” Emma Johnson ‘25

4.  Help someone with their work
“I try my best to help people with their work 
when they need it or just engage someone in 
a conversation.” Jax Lancaster ‘24

5.  Smile at someone
“I like to smile at most people I see in the 
halls.  I also sometimes offer to buy my 
friends something at lunch.” Zoe Evans ‘24

6.  Do something nice for someone
“One way I spread kindness is by taking a 
little time out of my day to do something 
nice for someone.  Sometimes I offer to 
help people with things they need.” Connor 
Lawrence ‘23

7.  Just simply be nice
“I show kindness by being nice to people 
because someone could be feeling down and 
small things like that can make a person’s 
day.” Camden Revelle ‘22

“Research shows that when we are kind on 
a consistent basis that we will be overall 
healthier people.  It can decrease feelings 
of depression and anxiety, it gives more 
energy, helps you sleep better, and causes a 
continuation of similar behaviors in other 
people.” Mrs. Heather Self

    
     Article by: Lilly Hodgkiss              Design by: Blake Wrather
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With the end of fall sports and the beginning of 

winter sports, athletes take a stride into their seasons and prepare 
to take on the challenges ahead. However, some athletes take 
on the new season with a different approach. One of the many 
beloved winter sports is basketball. Upward Basketball has been 
active in the community of Sikeston for years. Upward Basketball 
began in 2014, and now has over 200 players of all ages ranging 
from Kindergarten through 12th grade. Upward provides a fun 
alternative for the hoopers that can’t play for the Highschool 
team. That ultimately begins the biggest attraction for players that 
wish to have a more relaxed and fun experience playing the game 
of basketball.
 Upward has made an enjoyable alternative for many 
SHS students and the younger generation of players. Upward is 
probably the best opportunity to play with friends on the court, 
“You get to play basketball with your friends and it’s fun,” Dylan 

Thornell ‘22 said. Upward offers an 
environment for being around 

friends but also provides an 
opportunity to develop 

in a not extremely 
competitive 

environment, 
“It’s fun and it’s 

not a super 
competitive 
thing so you 
can have 
fun while 
playing, 
winning, 
or losing,” 
Henry 
Arndt ‘25 
said. Despite 

the lower 
level of competition it is still a game of 

basketball and there will always be a competitive nature in 
the game. With some hoopers not having the opportunity to 
experience the competition of high school basketball, Upward 
serves well for those players, “I enjoy playing upward because 
I love being able to play a sport I have played my whole life for 
fun with friends,” Andrew Faire ‘22 Upward ultimately serves a 
greater purpose even more than basketball, by serving for the 
future and helping the community and people in need.
 Upward basketball is one of the fewer basketball 
leagues that allows for girls, boys, and special needs kids. The 
church focuses on providing every player a chance at the ex-
perience of playing the game while teaching fundamentals and 
teaching valuable life verses in practices. Lower age groups tend 
to focus more on giving every player equal playing time and 
building up their skill level for the future. In the higher levels of 
competition coaches still give equal playing time to every play-
er even with a higher level of intensity throughout the season. 
But with all competition there are winners and losers and after 
a playoffs the season will come to an end with an Awards Pro-
gram to wrap up the season. The awards are primarily focused 
on individual performances, but there are some rewards that 
are focused more on character rather than actual skill. Which 
is what Upward primarily focuses on achieving through their 
players by developing them to cooperate with others and better 
themselves as people along the way.
 Upward Basketball is a great opportunity for kids to 
step out of their comfort zone and try something new. With 
there being no tryouts or tests to see how good of a player you 
are, Upward opens up opportunities for kids of any kind to play 
and have fun with basketball. It can also bring a great experi-
ence that can drop a lot of stress or anxiety going on in your life 
with the support of everyone involved with Upward. The league 
is growing every year and it continues to help this community 
grow for the better. 
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Nov. 16
Nov. 19
Nov. 20
Nov. 20
Nov. 26
Nov. 29-Dec. 3
Dec.13
Dec.16
Dec.20
Dec. 27-29
Jan. 3
Jan. 10
Jan. 13

Jamboree
East Carter JV Shootout
St. Paul Lutheran Shootout
Cape JV Tourney
Gibson Co. Thanksgiving Classic
SEMO Conference Tourn.
Farmington High School
Park Hills Central High School
Ste. Genevieve High School
St. Dominic Tourn.
Saxony Lutheran
New Madrid County Central HS
Notre Dame High School

A
A
A
H
A
A
H
A
H
A
H
H
A

TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
6:00PM
6:00PM
6:00PM
TBA
6:00PM
6:00PM
6:00PM

Jan. 20
Jan. 24
Jan. 27
Jan. 31
Feb. 3
Feb. 7
Feb. 14
Feb. 16
Feb. 23
Feb. 24
Feb. 28- Mar. 4
Mar. 8
Mar. 12
Mar. 17-19

Poplar Bluff High School
Perryville High School
Dexter High School
Kennett High School
Neelyville High School
Ellington High School
Doniphan High School
Cape Central High School
Jackson High School
Kelly High School
  District Tourn.
Sectionals
Quarterfinals
Final Four

H
A
H
A
H
H
A
A
H
H
A
A
A
A

6:00PM
6:00PM
6:00PM
6:00PM
6:00PM
6:00PM
6:00PM
6:00PM
6:00PM
6:00PM
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA

Article By:  Kristen Fairhurst       Design By:  Anika Artis 

 The girl’s basketball team has 
kicked off their 2021-2022 season. 
On November 16, the girls had their 
Jamboree against the Doniphan 
Donettes in Doniphan. It is clear 
that their chemistry is present from 
previous years, especially from the 
four returning seniors: Karris Allen, 
Amyari Blissett, McKennna Jenkins, 
and Madison Rudisill. These girls 
have been playing together since 
freshman year and have been led by 
head coach, Alicia Puckett-Wills and 
assistant coach, Bethany Asmus. 
  Preparing for the season 
begins with conditioning in practice.  
“A typical practice is going to have a 
lot of conditioning incorporated into 
drills. We like to get up and down a 
lot. We will have competitive drills 
where we compete against teams or 
try to meet goals. We will separate JV 
and Varsity, too, so we can work on 
different things since the teams have 
different needs and work at different 
paces. Usually at the end we try to 
scrimmage and fix things to help 
improve offense and defense. We like 
to make drills as game-like as possible 
too,” Asmus said. 
 Previously, the girls had a 
12-10 record in the 2020-2021 season. 
The coaches plan on working hard 
at practice with not only Varsity, but 
JV as well so they can improve their 
record and overall skills. 
 “This season will differ from 
last season because we don’t anticipate 
being quarantined as much as last 

year. There are many expectations 
for this year with it being my last, 
along with some of my teammates 
last year as well. Being able to win 
a district title would be a major 
accomplishment for Sikeston Girls 
Basketball,” Blissett said.
 The seniors and coaches 
alike have high expectations for 
themselves and the team overall. 
Allen has especially set the bar high 
for expectations among the girls 
by achieving her 1000 points the 
previous season and recently signing 
with Western Kentucky University.
 “I try to emphasize what 
hard work can get the girls. I tell 
them to look at what all I do outside 
of practice to make myself a better 
player. Also, hard work is not 
exclusive to my basketball career, but 
the approach I take in everything I do. 
If someone works hard then they are 
guaranteed success. I went from no 
offers, no looks, and a dream of going 
to a Division 1 school. If I can do it, 
so can the other girls,”  Allen said. 
 Although it is just starting, the 
girls look to have a promising season. 
With all their improvement and new 
players, they will have a chance to 
redeem themselves against teams they 
have previously fallen short to. To see 
the girls play, their first home game is 
December 13, against the Farmington 
Lady Knights. 
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 After coming off of a very successful season last 
year, the Bulldog wrestling team is ready to start right 
where they left off. The team has brought in a total of 
74 athletes into the room between high school and 
junior high. These athletes have grown a lot over these 
past couple weeks and are ready to take on their first 
competition, a tri-meet with the Desoto Dragons and the 
Dexter Bearcats on November 30.
 With the Bulldogs losing only three seniors in 
the last two years, the team has a very close bond. So the 
question must be asked, How strong is the team going 
to be with the young talent becoming the leaders and 
bringing up the new young athletes? Heavyweight Mark 
Fisher is going to tell us just that.
 “We look very promising and have some great 
opportunities to make statements and bring home 
hardware. All of our guys in the lineup are great all 
around, we’ve got a few holes in the roster that the young 
guys can fill but they will be the best for the job before 
the season is over,” Fisher said.

As the Bulldogs prepare to 
dominate, Asa Douglass, a 

promising, returning 
junior, gives us a peek 

into the team’s 
practices.
 “We get 
in the room 
and hang out 
with the team, 
usually start 
off with a little 

spike ball. Then 
we start with 

some stretches to get us more warm and ready and 
then we drill moves so that we’re ready and confident in 
matches,” Douglas said.
            Max Dukes tells us what his favorite part of 
practice is.  “My favorite part is definitely getting all 
sweaty and then telling people we don’t get to eat, also, 
Taco Bell Baja Blast, Dukes said.
            From going in the room and observing the 
practices, the room is full of confidence and hard work. 
The coaches’ persistent efforts to convey “practice makes 
permanent” and “attention to detail” have made an 
impact on the team that will make the season even better 
to follow.
 After working through the moves and mastering 
their technique, the wrestlers feel prepared and are ready 
to plow through the competition. The Bulldogs invite 
everyone to attend the annual Red v. Black intrasquad 
meet at 6pm on November 23.

Nov. 23
Nov.30
Dec.04
Dec.07
Dec.09
Dec.11
Dec.14
Dec.17-18
Dec.20
Dec.22-23
Jan.04
Jan.08
Jan.08
Jan.12
Jan.15
Jan.18
Jan.21-22
Jan.29
Jan.30
Feb.02-12
Feb.17-19

Red & Black Intrasquad
Dexter/De Soto
Fort Zumwait North Tourn.
Cape/Carbondale
Farmington/Whitfield
Sikeston JV Tourn.
NMCC/North County
Tiger Classic
Cape JV Tourn.
Hillsboro Duals
Poplar Bluff/Valie Catholic
Park Hills Central Tourn.
Jackson JV Tourn.
Ste. Gen/Windsor/Jackson Q.
Tiger Pride Battle
Kennett/Notre Dame
SEMO Conference Tourn.
SEMO JV Tourn.
De Soto Bob Georger Classic
District Wrestling 
State Tourn.

H
H
A
H
A
H
H
A
A
A
A
A
A
H
A
A
A
A
A
A
A

6:00PM
5:00PM
TBA
5:00PM
5:00PM
TBA
5:00PM
TBA
TBA
TBA
5:00PM
TBA
TBA
5:00PM
TBA
5:00PM
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA

Nov. 23
Nov. 30
Dec. 4
Dec. 7
Dec. 11
Dec. 14
Dec. 17-18
Dec. 29-30
Jan. 4
Jan. 12
Jan. 14
Jan. 18
Jan. 21-22
Jan. 28-29
Feb. 4-5
Feb. 17-19

Red and Black Intrasquad
Desoto/Dexter
Ft. Zumwalt North Tournament 
Cape/ Carbondale
Sikeston Girls  Tournament
New Madrid/North County
Tiger Classic
Wonder Woman Girls Tourn.
Poplar Bluff/Valle Catholic
Ste. Gen/Jackson/ Windsor
Tiger Pride Battle
Kennett/Notre Dame
SEMO Conference Tourn.
Bob Georger Tourn.
DISTRICTS
State Tourn. 

H
H
A
H
H
H
A
A
A
H
A
A
A
A
A
A

6:00PM
5:00PM
TBA
5:00PM
10:00AM
5:00PM
TBA
TBA
5:00PM
5:00PM
TBA
5:00PM
TBA
TBA
4:30PM
4:00PM

Boys Wrestling Schedule Girls Wrestling Schedule 
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           The winter season 
brings lots of joy. It also 
brings another Sikeston Boys 
Basketball Season. After 
having a bumpy season, the 
team pulled together and 
won the Class 5 District 1 
championship. They beat the 
Notre Dame Bulldogs in a 69-
54 blowout win. 
Last year the team lost in the 
sectional game to the North 
County Crusaders, in a 76-70 
loss. This loss ended the 2020-
2021 season. The Bulldogs 
lost five important seniors 
and leaders coming into this 
season. 
 The five returning 
seniors are:  Dylon Turner, 
Cleo Taylor, Tyler Owens, 
Tyron Owens, and Carson 
Beaird. The Bulldogs hope 
to build off of what they did 
last season to be able to go 
further in the playoffs. The 
hype coming into this season 
is immaculate, the players are 

very excited to play this year. 
Senior Guard Dylon Turner 
says, “I’m very excited for 
this season to be honest. We 
worked hard from the end 
of last season until now, we 
deserve a great season. Every 
player on the team put in 
blood, sweat and tears to get 
better during the off season, 
whether it was with the team 
in open gyms, or summer 
league games, so if we work 
hard we’ll have a good 
season,” senior Guard Dylon 
Turner, said.
 Head Coach 
Gregg Holifield  shares his 
excitement for the season. 
“I’m really looking forward 
to the season. Our players 
are working hard and I’ve 
been very pleased. The key 
is to work hard everyday,” 
Holifield said.
 The first regular 
season game for the 
Bulldogs is November 29, 

at the Fountain City Classic 
tournament. It is in DeSoto 
Missouri. You can first 
preview the team when they 
travel to Doniphan to take 
part in the Jamboree games. 
This will start on November 
19.   
 “I feel this season 
is probably one of the best 
seasons to watch just because 
we are the underdogs of the 
Semo area. We’re going to 
shock a lot of people and I 
feel we can make it farther 
than last year, and last year 
people didn't think we could 
do that. We are going to 
have a very good season, I 
can promise that,” Turner 
said.    
     The team is very 
confident and excited to 
play this coming season. The 
home opener for the Bulldogs 
will be the Semo Conference 
Tournament starting on 
December 6.

Design By: Tyler Owens

Article By: Carson Beaird

Photos courtesy of Daniel Byrd
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Dylan’s Doubles Dylan’s Doubles 

Photos courtesy of G
oogle and A

llysa 
H

ilburn

 College Basketball is underway. This is one of 
my favorite times of the year. I love it because I get 
to see the competitiveness of all the players try-
ing to prove something to be one of the 60 names 

called on draft night. It is very fun to watch. A lot of new big names 
have come into play and it’s just going to make college basketball even 
more entertaining. 
 Since I was a young kid I have been a huge North Caroli-
na basketball fan. The toughest time of my love for North Carolina 
was losing in the national championship in 2016, on a buzzer beat-
er against Villanova (which was also the year that my least favorite 
sports team of all time, the Chicago Cubs, won the world series, but 
I’ll talk about that in another article). There have been many great 
times though, by winning the National Championship in 2009, and 
2017, which are the only ones I can remember. Also, anytime that we 
beat Duke is a great time. North Carolina had a preseason rank of 19, 
which is promising. Watching the first game of the season was also 
promising as North Carolina looked very good. Hopefully this season 
will be a good one, but time will tell. 
 North Carolina is in the ACC which is one of the best college 
basketball conferences. The conference includes big teams like Duke, 
Louisville, Syracuse, Virginia and many more. All these teams have 
been in title contention or won a title in the past ten years. That is 
what makes this conference hard to win. There is only one team that 
can come out on top of this conference and more than likely that 
team will be a one or two rank in the big tournament at the end. 
This conference is challenging and gives us fans a lot of entertain-
ment. 
 The Big 12 conference is one of the more challenging con-
ferences as well. This conference includes teams like Texas, Texas 
Tech, Oklahoma State, Kansas, Iowa State, Oklahoma, and Baylor. 
This conference is stacked and the teams have been playing very 
well in recent years. This is probably the toughest conference in col-
lege basketball right now. 
 The Big 10 is also a very competitive conference. Teams 
include: Iowa, Purdue, Michigan, Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Ohio State, Michigan State and a couple more. These 
teams have been good for as long as I can remember, 
with a few that have had a couple good years then a 
cou- ple bad years. It’s all about rebuilding. This 

conference will be one of the best this year and it 
will be one to look out for. I can see all of these 

teams making the big tourney at the end. 
 The SEC has plenty of talent but the team I see 

coming out on top is Kentucky. After a rough season 
Kentucky had a preseason rank of 10 for this season. 

John Calipari is a great coach and will learn and grow from 
the bad things that happened. Kentucky will be one of the 

teams to watch this year. The only other team in the conference that I 
think has a chance is Alabama. They have been decent for the past few 
years and I can easily see them finishing second in the conference. 
 These conferences that I talked about are my top four con-
ferences to look out for this season. With the fans being back in the 
stands and the schedule going back to normal this season should be 
one to remember. 
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