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Oct .  29th 7:00p.m Oct .  30th 7:00p.m
Oct .  31st  2:00p.mARTICLE BY: KIRSTEN  FAIRHURST

Thriller, suspense, and horror, make for a spooky scene set 
at the Field House. The Drama club is setting up for their spine-
chilling play, Trap by Stephen Gregg. This two hour long play will 

bring nightmares to life and fulfill the haunting 
desires of most. This play is directed by Emily 

Steimle, the head of the drama club and class. 
Steimle has worked hard for the play and is the 
sole director.

“I’ve been interested in acting for 
as long as I can remember,” Steimle said. 

Steimle is a well experienced drama coach 
and pushes her cast members towards 

better performances. This play has 
been a time management task for not 
only the students but also Steimle 
herself. “Running a production in any 

venue; whether it be local theatre, school 
theatre, etc, requires so much planning 
and organization. At this school, it’s 
pretty much just me and the students 
doing everything. That means that I 
am responsible for selecting the show, 
casting the actors, running the rehearsals, 
coaching the actors, keeping the stage 
crew organized, ordering all of the 
materials, picking out costumes, building 
the set, keeping up with the budget, 

programming the light cues, 
arranging for marketing 
and ticket sales and more. I 
have to keep spreadsheets 
and reminders on all of 
my devices,” Steimle said.

Steimle makes everyone feel like they are equals off and 
on the stage. Trap does not have a lead actor so everyone has a 
specific and important role.

“This is a true ensemble cast with no real “lead actor.” 
There are lots of stand out performances but no one stars,” Steimle 
said. All actors help each other to make the play. Although she is 
the sole director, even Steimle has help from her stage managers, 
Ja’Savia Hampton and Jasmynne Green. With Trap being two 
hours long, help would be needed from everyone to make sure 
things run smoothly. Preparation seems to be one of the main 
aspects where everyone needs to lend a helping hand.

“I’ve been preparing for this play for almost a year now if 
you consider the fact that they picked this play out last October. 
I started working on the set design and lighting scheme in July. 
We have been having rehearsals since the second week of school,” 
Steimle said. The class and club have been preparing in more ways 
than just setting up, they’ve also been practicing. “I tell them, 
practice, practice and practice some more. Learn your lines so well 
that you don’t have to think about them. Preparation is the only 
way to deal with the stress,” Steimle said. 

Trap premiers on October 29 at 7:00 p.m, October 30 at 
7:00 p.m, and October 31 at 2:00 p.m.

DESIGN BY: MACKENZIE WARNING 

Drama students practicing for their parts for the upcoming production. 
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When October comes around it is often thought of as a time for 
spooks, scares, and frights.  Typically, people think of orange pumpkins 
and Halloween, but a new color and theme is now associated with the 
month.  October has become a month to spread awareness for breast 
cancer, and to support the people that have to fight this disease. One 
way people have come together to bring awareness to breast cancer is by 
wearing the color pink. Today, the color pink has become a symbol of 
the disease and a way to raise money to help find a cure.

Sikeston High School has been doing their part to support this 
cause.  They declared a “Pink Out” theme at a football game in 2013, 
and have raised almost $30,000 in the eight years that it has been going 
on through the sale of t-shirts. The Pink Out fundraiser has made a big 
impact on families lives and the organizations involved whilst serving a 
good cause for the community. In this year’s fundraiser the money will 
be raised for the American Cancer Society. 

The American Cancer Society is a nationwide voluntary health 
organization dedicated to eliminating cancer. The organization uses 
its funding to research cancer and to find results for potentially better 
treatments. The endless support of this organization makes them a 
reputable organization to support and financially aid in their journey 
to beat cancer. With an organization that is determined to eliminate 
cancer, it is a true honor for Sikeston to be funding and supporting this 
organization on this mission. 

SHS is taking part in supporting Pink Out with the production 
of shirts and merchandise to represent the cause. The shirts are being 
made by Mr. Brian Henson and his Graphic Arts students, along with 
SkillsUSA officers, for the student body and their families. 

The student body being involved and supporting the cause 
is ultimately the purpose for Pink Out.  “The students wearing pink 
represents them supporting an important cause.  That is our theme this 
year: “Dogs for a Cause.” It shows that the students of Sikeston care and 
as a community want to support the people that have to fight cancer 
while also supporting the organizations that seek to prevent cancer,” 
Henson said.

ARTICLE BY: TRISTEN BROTHERTON                  DESIGN BY: BLAKE WRATHER
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D e s i g n e d  B y :  K e l s i e  A n d e r s o n  

2 0 2 1  C O T T O N  C A R N I V A L  
P A G E N T  

P h o t o s  C o u r t e s y  o f  D a n i e l  B y r d  

T O P  S I X  M I S S  S I K E S T O N
M O L L Y  B O G L E K E L S E  A N D E R S O N  C A M R Y N  S E L F L E I L A N I  S M I T H S O P H I A  C A R T E R M A C K E N I E  C O N W A Y

M I S S  C O T T O N  C A R N I V A L
M A G G I E  D R U R Y

T O P  T H R E E  J R .  M I S S  S I K E S T O N  
C A R O L I N E  B L A N T O N L O R E L E I  S T A N D R I D G EB R A I D Y  Y O U N G  B R A I D Y  Y O U N G  

J R .  M I S S  S I K E S T O N
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 Friday October 15, this year’s current Red 
Peppers voted for Red Pepper King nominations.  To 
be a Red Pepper King nominee, one must be a senior 
boy involved in sports or extra-curricular activities at 
SHS. The top five nominees are announced and then 
at the November 6, Red Pepper Dance the King will be 
crowned. This year’s Red Pepper King candidates are 
Noah Mason, Carson Nash, Jay Lape, Carson James, 
and Cooper Dees. 
 The first Red Pepper King candidate is Noah 
Mason.  Noah is a two sport athlete and is in multi-
ple clubs. When asked his favorite thing about Red 
Pepper formal, Noah said “ Going insane on the dance 
floor.” Noah is honored to be a candidate and believes 
he should win Red Pepper King because “I workout 
with Tristen “Chest” Brotherton.”  If we were to ask 
Noah’s pets for a recommendation for him they would 

say, “He’s a dope guy.” 
 The next candidate is Bradley “Carson” Nash. Carson is 
also a two sport athlete and is in countless clubs. Carson’s favor-
ite thing about Red Pepper formal is “shaking what my momma 
gave me (or what she didn’t).” Carson thinks he should win Red 
Pepper King because “I have a strong connection between the two 
organizations (Red Peppers and Bums)”. Carson also said that“It 
would be an honor to have this title from an organization that I 
love and have so much respect for.” Carson also added “GO RED 
PEPPERS!”
 Next, is Jay Lape. Jay is in several clubs including being 
Senior Student Body Vice President and is on the Varsity Golf 
team. Jay thinks he should win Red Pepper King “because I’m 
goated.”  If we were to ask Jay’s pets for a recommendation they 
would say “He gives me all of his leftovers.” Jay’s catchphrase is “I 
know Taekwondo.” 
 Carson James is the fourth Red Pepper King candidate. 
Carson is a two sport athlete. He is also a Bleacher Bum officer 
and is in a handful of other clubs. When asked what he wants to 
do after high school, Carson said “Attend Missouri Welding In-
stitute or continue working at Bill James Excavating.” Carson also 

wanted to tell the Red Peppers thank you for the nomination.
The final Red Pepper King Candidate is Cooper 

Dees. Cooper wrestles and is in FFA and Bleacher Bums. 
Cooper thinks that the tradition of Red Peppers having 

to ask their dates is the coolest thing about the Red Pep-
per Formal. When asked why he thinks he thinks he 
should win the title of Red Pepper King, Cooper said, 
“So I can publicly humiliate my little sister.” If we 
were to ask Cooper’s pets for a recommendation for 
Cooper, Cooper said that “You would have extreme 
trouble getting a response because none of my pets 
speak English.”

Each candidate is honored to represent the 
organization on the Red Pepper King Court.  The 
King will be crowned at the Fall Red Pepper dance, 

at 10 p.m. on Saturday, November 6.
 

ARTICLE BY: ALLIE RODGERS 

DESIGN BY:  KELSIE ANDERSON
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 Sikeston football’s 
new head coach, Treston 

Pulley, has endured some 
disappointing losses this season, but 

the team is quickly stepping up their game and getting 
back to being the best team they can be.
 After the hard fought loss to Cape on the first 
of October, 12-14, the Bulldogs knew something had to 
change and worked their tails off to change the way they 
play. Mark Fisher ‘22, gave us some insight on what the 
week’s preparation looked like.
 “We know we have the tools to get the job done, 
we’re built differently, we just need everyone to give a 
hundred percent every day. I think with this being an 
old rivalry [playing Charleston] that we did not get to 
play last year, everyone was eager to go out and play to 
the best of their ability and that is what we need week in 
and week out,” Fisher said.
 These changes were reflected in the final score of 
that game, where the Bulldogs beat the Blue Jays 62-8. 
 Coming from this much needed victory, the 
team would have to bring their focus back to the 
practice field in order to prepare for the 5-1 New 
Madrid Eagles.
              Blayne McDermott ‘23 gave us his thoughts on 
the team’s mindset.

 “I know we all wanted to win, especially after 
they came into our house and beat us last year. I just 
think we were all on our high horse after winning big 
the week before. Looking back, everyone left practice 
with a little left in the tank and that’s what cost us 
Friday night,” McDermott said.
 The Bulldogs did not leave 
with the outcome they had hoped 
for on the cold, windy night with 
the Eagles. The Bulldogs lost 40-0 
bringing their season record to 
3-5.
 The Bulldogs are 
looking to end the regular 
season with a win over the 
Kennett Indians. They will 
face the Indians at home on 
October 22. This will also be the 
football senior night, as well as 
the pink out game.
 The Bulldog Football 
Team would appreciate your 
support as they head into the 
postseason. Game time will 
be at 7p.m. at Sikeston Public 
Schools stadium.

ARTICLE BY:  TREY SCOTT

DESIGN BY: HAILEE CLARK
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 Positivity and dedication 
has been the motto all season long 
for the boys Soccer team. The team’s 
hard work and persistence will not 
go unnoticed as Coach Gabe Dement 
shares some special appreciation for 
the boys Soccer Team.
      “We try our best in every situation 
and serve others when the situation 
calls for it. We’ve had some bad luck at 
times, but we haven’t played the blame 
game and try to maintain trust in one 
another,” Dement said.
     The Bulldogs also celebrated their 
dedication to the sport and their 
seniors on October 11, on their 
official Senior Night. The seniors were 

celebrated on their home field after JV 
played Farmington with the ending 
score 5:2. Even though the team had a 
loss it does not affect their positivity, 
Rush Ault explains. 
      “It’s a constant grind to improve 
yourself and your understanding of the 
game. If that is your goal, you have to 
be willing to work everyday and strive 
for excellence” Ault ‘24 said.
       After JV played, the Seniors 
celebration started. Memories and 
much more were shared that night as 
the team and their coaches said some 
heartfelt thoughts. 
          “The team as a whole has been 
through ups and downs the past four 
years. My sophomore season we were 
winless. We didn’t win a single game 
that whole season. But the players that 
were coming back worked hard to 
make the team better for next season. 
You could say that the team and I will 
be dedicated till the end along with the 
coaches, Coach Dement, Coach Boyd, 
and Coach Jannin,”  Mason Slipis ‘22 
said.
       The seniors have said they love 
the team and the family it brings them 
but still their future awaits. “After high 
school, I plan on nursing a four year 
degree in marketing while continuing 
my career as a fashion model,” Carson 
Nash said. “After high school I plan on 
going to Murray State University to 
major in Fishery/Biology while being 
on the fishing team.” Slipis said.

       The boys soccer team has suffered 
a couple losses but has always made 
sure to correct their mistakes, says 
Dement. “Tactfully, I would say we 
counter attack well. We also have 
positive leadership. It definitely helps 
that we have a family-like team,” 
Dement said. The team’s work has even 
got them to accomplish some great 
things. “Our two best compliments 
so far are finishing 2nd in the two 
tournaments we were a part of,” 
Dement said.
      The players are even especially 
happy about the wins they have come 
across so far. The hard work and 
determination has played a vile part 
in their abilities. “ I do not quit until 
the clock runs out. My teammates 
and I really love the game,” Heath 
Poindexter said.
      

 “ WE TRY OUR BEST  ANY SITUATION AND         
              SERVE OTHERS WHEN  IT’S CALLED FOR.”  
       
       
                     -COACH DEMENT

            Article by : Belinda Minner       Design by : Alyssa Hilburn                 
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The Sikeston Lady Bulldogs softball season has come to an end 
for the 2021 school year. With a hard working year, the girls ended the 
year on varsity with a record of 9-19. 

With the season ending, the district was on its way. The Lady 
Bulldogs played Windsor and their season came to a close with a 3-6 
loss. Kaylee Pipes ‘22 shares how her district experience was. 

“Our game in districts was honestly a really good game, I’m 
proud of our team for staying so strong and being positive through it 
all.” Pipes said. 

There were seven seniors on the team this year. Most of these 
seniors have played since they were little girls. They have worked hard, 
diligently, and taught the younger classmen valuable lessons. Pipes is 
one of those seniors. 

“As a senior, yes, I’m very sad to say goodbye to my girls. I love 
them like sisters.” Pipes said. 

With there being a new coach this year, there were a lot of 
changes.Pipes ‘22 say how they felt about the season. 
  “This season was my favorite out of the four. Jacob May has 
treated us like we were equal and voiced what he thought to us kindly.” 
Pipes ‘22 said. 

This year was Coach Jacob May first year coaching softball, and 
he hopes for many years to come. Jacob May shares how he felt about 
the season. “Overall I feel like the season was extremely successful. We 
competed hard each and every game we played. For next season I am 
looking forward to continuing to see the girls grow and develop their 
game. I look forward to seeing us continue to compete,” May said.

The Sikeston Lady Bulldogs have come a long way, and they will 
continue to grow over the years. 

ARTICLE BY: MORGAN FITZGERALD
DESIGN BY: SOPHIA CARTER 
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The Sikeston Volleyball team’s season has officially 
come to an end after a loss to Perryville in the first round 
of districts. They finished with a record of 11-21-1. This 
team saw many ups and downs throughout the season. 
They pushed through adversity and worked extremely hard 
to become the best team they could possibly be. The team 
is losing one senior, Lelani Smith, which shows that this 
team is young and has a chance to be really good the next 
few years with more girls gaining experience. 

The team opened up their season with four straight 
losses to opponents: Saxony Lutheran, Bernie, Cape, 
and Notre Dame. All four of these teams all had very 
solid seasons. It is always hard to open up a season on 
the winning side, especially against powerhouse teams. 
Sikeston then looked past those losses and won two 
straight games at the Dig For Life tournament against 
Arcadia Valley and Campbell. The Bulldogs saw trouble 
for the rest of the tourney, losing games to Fredericktown 
and Scott City while also tying Leopold. 

Sikeston bounced back from the loss seeing victory 
against Campbell once again. The next ten games were a 
struggle for the team. In those matches the team only saw 
victory in two of them, dropping the rest. “The scores of 
the games were definitely discouraging and did not show 
how much the team wanted to win,” Heidi Self ‘24 said 
about losing 8 games out of 10.     

After this the team bounced back to win six games 
in a row. “But with work ethic, attitude, and enthusiasm we 
finally got to see the results of what we had been working 
hard at to achieve”, Self said. Two of those wins were 
even on special nights. One of the W’s took place against 
Kennett on senior night, where the Bulldogs celebrated 
their lone senior Leilani Smith. The other win was against 
New Madrid on Pink Out. 

The Bulldogs then competed in the annual Semo 
Conference tournament where they won one game and 
dropped six to quality teams. The team would then use 
their remaining time to prepare for Districts by watching 
film and learning their opponent.  

Unfortunately after a long fought season it would 
end in the first round of districts. There were many ups and 
downs this season for the girls and they learned from every 
single one of them. Next season is very hopeful as the girls 
only lost one senior. The younger ones are going to get 
more experienced and that turns into being a better player. 
Best of luck to the girls in the future. 

ARTICLE BY: DYLAN THORNBROUGH  DESIGN BY:  ANIKA ARTIS 
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Dylan’s Doubles Dylan’s Doubles 

Photos courtesy of G
oogle and A

llysa H
ilburn

College football is one of my favorite 
and least favorite times of the year. It’s one of my 

favorites because of the excitement and hype around it. It’s 
one of my least favorites because you have people who like 
to talk and argue about it all day every day. Not pointing any 
fingers (cough* Lucas cough* Andon). I’ve learned more 
about Florida and Ole Miss football this year than I have 
learned about anything in school. 
 The current AP standings in college football are:

1. Georgia
2. Cincinnati
3. Oklahoma 
4. Alabama
5. Ohio State
6. Michigan
7. Penn State
8. Oklahoma State
9. Michigan State
10. Oregon

I believe that the standings should look like this:
1. Georgia- Their defense is the best in college football 

by far. 
2. Cincinnati- Their offense is overpowered. 
3. Michigan- This one might be controversial but 

because of their recent success they are in my top 
three.  

4. Oklahoma- Their ability to make big plays happen 
over opponents is why they’re in my top four. 
Along with their true freshman QB1 Caleb Williams 
Oklahoma is a tough team to beat. 

5. Alabama- Losing to A&M is the only reason they are 
not in my top four. I can see them finishing back in the 
top four. 

6. Penn State- Overall solid team. 
7. Ohio State- They restructured their defense and their 

offense has continued to prosper. 
8. Oklahoma State- Their 7-0 record is the reason why 

they are in my top ten. 
9. Michigan State- Kenneth Walker III
10. Kentucky- Strong running game with a good transfer 

QB. Only loss was to number one Georgia at Georgia. 
Put up a good fight, deserves top ten mention. 

Later on...
      500. Mizzou- The defense is non-existent. 
The offensive line went on vacation and forgot 
to come back and block. Connor Bazelak and 
Tyler Badie are the only hope Mizzou has. 

 These are my standings for college football 
right now. They may change completely in 

a matter of two weeks but for right now I’m 
sticking with these. 
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A NEW MISS SIKESTON
IS CROWNED ARTICLE BY:  HARRISON ARNDT

DESIGN BY: ALYSSA HILBURN 

What made you decide to do 
Miss Sikeston?
 “I hadn’t planned to do the pageant, 
in fact I was anti-pageant my entire 
high school career until now. It just 
wasn’t my thing. But, at the last 
second I decided to get a dress and 
do it for fun, and here I am!” 

What are you most 
looking forward to with 
the American Legion 
community service?
“I’m looking forward to 
representing the American 
Legion the best I can 
throughout the year. I’m 
also looking forward to 
meeting and getting to 
know the Miss Cotton 
Carnival Maggie Drury, 
and the Junior Miss 
Sikeston Braidy Young.”

Looking back at it, if you could change your 
answers, would you?
“I wouldn’t change my answers looking back on it. I felt 
good about everything I said in my answers and was able to 
express my personality through them.”

What college are you looking to attend?
 “I’m looking to attend Belmont University in Nashville. It 
is a great campus and school, and I’m so grateful to be in 

the position I am in.”

What future jobs or majors are you looking 
at?
“I’m looking to major in Music Therapy while 
attending Belmont. Music Therapy is using musical 
interventions such as singing to help others 
mentally.”

What word did you use to describe 
yourself?
 “I used adventurous to describe myself 
because I believe that is who I am. I love 
trying new things even if they can be scary or 
intimidating.”

Overall, how was the experience of 
competing in Miss Sikeston?
“My experience in the Miss Sikeston 
pageant this year was better than I could 

ever expect. Not because I won, but 
because I got to have fun and spend 

time with all the gorgeous girls in 
my grade. They made it feel less 
nerve racking and made me just 
have a good time all around.” 


