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 After an eventful week at SHS, Homecoming 
is right around the corner. As anticipation builds for 
the football game and the announcement of the new 
Homecoming Queen, there is another thing that many are 
excited about: the Homecoming Tailgate and festivities 
that come with it. 
          For years the SPS Foundation Homecoming 
Tailgate has been a large part of the culture here at SHS, 
often serving as a means to fund teachers’ classroom 
needs and staff needs via grants. “The Homecoming 
Tailgate fundraiser helps to benefit annual projects such 
as Classroom Teaching Grants, Junior ACT Exam, MO 
Read-In Day and multiple requests presented to the 
Foundation throughout the year,” Rhea Boyce, Director of 
the Sikeston Public Schools’ Foundation, said. 
          “We set our goal to raise $25,000 this year! T-Shirt 
sales have gone great and it looks like we’re going to have 
really good attendance. We’re anticipating a great crowd 
with 30 plus tailgate sponsor tents. Wristbands can be 
purchased for $5.00 at the event,” Boyce said. Tickets can 
be purchased at the tailgate for $5.00 each. All proceeds go 
directly to the SPS Foundation.                                  
 The Tailgate is an event that many look forward 
to, whether it be for food, friends, or the other activities 
available. In years past, the Tailgate has featured several 
hometown staples such as Buffalo Wild Wings and 
Montgomery Bank. This year’s tailgate will be no different.
           “The tailgate will have great giveaways from our 
sponsors, Tailgate fare, raffles, photo booth, face painting, 
face tattoos and of course lots of Bulldog spirit! Each of 
the schools in the District will have a tent supported by 
faculty, staff and volunteers.  There are at least two class 

reunions planned that we know of, The Classes of 1991 
and 1996!  We always look forward to performances by 
the SHS Marching Band and our SHS Cheerleaders,” 
Boyce said.
          The SPS Homecoming Tailgate is known for being 
held on or around the tennis courts. This year there will 
be a change of location due to the growth of this year’s 
event. The tailgate will be moved to the lawn between the 
Pavillon and the Band Shell.  “This will accommodate 
the amount of growth in sponsors and SPS school 
organizations participating in our event,” Boyce stated. 
          Not only will this new location open up tons of new 
space for sponsors it will give students and parents alike 
more room to park. Boyce went on to explain that “This 
NEW location will allow for additional parking and offer 
accessibility from our surrounding parking lots,” Boyce 
said.  Finding a suitable location to park should no longer 
be a hassle for our students, staff, sponsors, and other 
organizations attending the event. 
          While the Tailgate 
may be an annual 
celebration, the memories 
you make will be unique 
and worthwhile.  The 
Tailgate opens to the 
community at 4:30pm 
and will last until game 
time. The event will 
be located on the SHS 
Pavilion lawn.

HOMECOMING TAILGATEHOMECOMING TAILGATE
ARTICLE BY:  TREVOR TARRANTS                 DESIGN BY: ALYSSA HILBURN
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It’s homecoming season which means the first 
dance of the year. Five girls await in anticipation for 
the announcement of who will take the crown. The fall 
Homecoming candidates are:  Sophia Carter, Kate Grubbs, 
Halley Kim, Leilani Smith, and Aubrey Wheeler. The fall 
court is made up of senior athletes.  

Being involved in school activities is a crucial part 
of getting nominated for Homecoming Queen. This year, 
the nominees are involved in things like Volleyball, Softball, 
Wrestling, and Cheer. Candidates are nominated by senior 
fall athletes and then voted on by the entire student body.

Being nominated for Homecoming Queen is an 
honor and something to be proud of. It shows that your 
classmates think highly of you. When asked what they 
think are the qualities that would make them the perfect 
homecoming queen, the candidates had a lot to say. “If being 
outgoing, friendly, and athletic are some of those qualities [to 
become Queen] then I’ve got them,” Grubbs said. 

 Kim shares her excitement about being nominated.  
“I am so happy to be nominated for homecoming court. I feel 
like every day of homecoming week will be a party for me,” 
Kim said.  Aubrey is equally as excited. “I am very honored 
and excited to be nominated for Homecoming Queen,” 
Wheeler said.  

In addition to dressing up in spirit attire for the week, 
the candidates also look forward to attending the game and 

dressing up for the dance. “I’m looking forward to seeing our 
Bulldogs beat the Tigers Friday night. We get to cheer and 
carry that excitement into the homecoming dance,” Smith 
said 

Most of the candidates choose friends of theirs to 
share this awesome experience with. “My escort will be my 
long time friend, Carson James.” Carter said. Leilani Smith is 
being escorted by senior soccer player Mason Slipis. Halley 
Kim is being escorted by senior soccer player Noah Mason. 
Aubrey Wheeler is being escorted by senior soccer player 
Carson Nash, and Kate Grubbs will be escorted by senior 
football player Johnathan Green. 

The Homecoming football game is scheduled to 
take place tonight, October 1, against rival Cape Central. 
Homecoming candidates will be escorted during the halftime 
show and the winner will be announced.  The Queen will 
also be crowned during a ceremony at the dance.

“I am very 
honored and excited 
to be nominated for 
Homecoming Queen.     
-Aubrey Wheeler

“If being 
outgoing, friendly, 
and athletic are 
some of those 
qualities [to become 
Queen] then I’ve got 
them.” -Kate Grubbs 

THE FIRST DANCETHE FIRST DANCE
ARTICLE BY:  EMMA-CLAIRE SELF                 DESIGN BY: ALYSSA HILBURN



  Here at Sikeston High School, we have a long list of 
clubs that we are able to join. One of those clubs is FCA. 
 FCA hosts an event called Fields of Faith. Fields of Faith 
is a student led event. The students will share and empower 
their peers to dive into the Bible and follow Christ. There is a 
main speaker who will give a message or testimony, and there 
are a few student testimonies, and worship is done. 
 The idea of Fields of Faith started in Oklahoma in 
2002. Oklahoma’s FCA director, Jeff Martin, was troubled with 
the battles and temptations of the younger generation. He was 
inspired by King Josiah in 2 Chronicles 34.
 In 2004, the idea was made into a reality when over 
6,000 students gathered on fields across Oklahoma,Texas, and 
Kansas for Fields of Faith. 
 FCA Sikeston has held Fields of Faith here for four 
years.  Last year they were unable to host it due to Covid. Fields 
of Faith has been held on the football field and in the Field 
House, however, this year it will be held at the Sikeston Soccer 
field. 
 The location is not the only change that is being 
made to the event this year. In previous years there have been 
individual student testimonies given. This year there will be a 
“panel” of students who will have a conversation and answer 
questions about what a genuine relationship with Christ looks 
like and the difficult things of being a follower of Christ as a 
high school student.
 Josh Mills, the SEMO South FCA representative, is 
in charge of putting the event together. He has some great 
speakers coming and is very excited about this year’s event.  
“I’m really excited about our worship team this year.  We also 
have a student panel sharing their stories.  Coach Vip’s story is 
unbelievable - he literally had a near death experience and the 
whole story is just wild. People won’t want to miss it,” Mills said. 
 This year Coach Mike Vipperman (Malden High 
School) will be the main speaker. Worship will be led by Doug 
Johnson, Zach MaAanulty, Camyrn Self, and Emma Claire Self.
 Johnson leads worship for the First United Methodist 
Church in Sikeston. He has led worship every year for Fields of 
Faith at Sikeston. MacAnulty is a worship leader for his church 
in Poplar Bluff. Camryn Self is a senior here at Sikeston High 
School and has led worship with Doug for two years at Fields of 
Faith. Emma-Claire Self is a junior at SHS and this will be her 
first year helping lead worship at Fields of Faith. 
 Fields of Faith has impacted these people on a personal 
level and it shows by them volunteering to step out in front of 

the crowd and do this.
 “First of all, let me say it’s an absolute honor to get 
asked to lead worship for an event like FOF.  I have had the 
privilege of leading worship for Fields Of Faith every year since 
it’s genesis in 2016. I do this for the same reason I get on any 
stage, to hopefully introduce people to the life giving message 
of Jesus and to honor God with our praise. Let’s do this thing,” 
Johnson said.
 “This will be my second year of leading worship at 
Fields of Faith and the reason I do it truly is because I feel that’s 
what God is leading me to do and that’s the gift He has for me. 
Some people’s gift is talking in front of people and I believe God 
gave me the gift of leading others to Him through worship,” 
Camryn Self said. 
 “Fields of Faith has impacted how I live out my faith in 
school. Knowing that Fields of Faith gives us the opportunity to 
reach kids at our school is huge,” Emma-Claire Self said.
 Fields of Faith holds a special place in many people’s 
hearts. It’s a night full of emotion. Many lives are changed and 
transformed by the vulnerability and willingness of people to 
share their stories of what God has done in their lives. 
 “We’re excited to have this year’s event out at the SHS 
soccer field at the Complex. A new venue and a ton of room 
to spread out - it should be a pretty cool setting for our 2021 
event,” Mills said.
 Fields of Faith will be held at the Sikeston Soccer Field 
in the Complex on Wednesday, October 13, starting at 7:00pm.  
There will be a free tailgate starting at 6:00pm.
                         

Article by: Noah Mason Design by: Kelsie Anderson 
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 Senior High school as a community has always tried 
to display a positive environment for students to prosper.  
Principals, teachers, and counselors try their very best to ensure 
a welcoming school.  Mrs. Heather Self, junior counselor, and a 
group of students who attended the 2019 Bullying Convention, 
brainstormed some optimistic and especially inclusive ideas to 
ensure the inspiration of the SHS Students. 

“Inspired Presenters are students who will go above and 
beyond to find a way to make a difference and generally bring a 
positive influence on our school,” Mrs. Self said, explaining the 
role they play.
     In 2018, the first occurrence of Inspired Presenters were 
originally Link Crew members. Self wanted to make sure this new 
group of positivity had included definite research. “Yale University 
proved the increase of students’ mental and social health if 
students experienced presentations or influential information 
by other peers.” Self said. She was happy to see the research 
conducted at Yale increased students’ health in a positive aspect. 

Zoie McDonald, one of the Inspired presenters, shares 
what she thinks an inspired presenter is to her. “An Inspired 
Presenter to me is someone who can give students a voice or even 
a positive shoulder to look up to,” McDonald ‘23 said. McDonald 
is very passionate about her role as an Inspired Presenter. 

A student at SHS has even left feedback on the 
atmosphere the Inspired presenters provide. “I think the positivity 
they give students when presenting really helps the way students 
think of SHS. It definitely is nice to see so many cheerful people 
that attend SHS with such pleasant and warming attitudes” Bailey 
Minner ‘25 said. The Inspired Presenters have really given the 
students of SHS an inclusive environment to be inspired in.

The Inspired Presenters take initiative when concerning 
the welcoming and social influence of other students. “I really 
think it is extremely important to make students feel comfortable 
and included at SHS. I believe that is my favorite part of being an 

inspired presenter,” Cate Schrumpf ‘24’ said.       
“I believe involvement in school activities or 

extracurriculars is extremely important because it can prevent 
you from getting in trouble, or it can be fun to join a club or 
sport you’re genuinely interested in,” Molly Bogle ‘22 said. This 
month’s theme for inspired presenters was really highlighting the 
importance of getting involved and finding your place at SHS. 
        Self provided insight behind the choice of this month’s theme. 
“Research shows that when students are involved in one club or 
activity, it generally increases their mental health and decreases 
their relational problems,” Self said. The inspired Presenters and 
Self have encouraged students at SHS to get involved by adding 
Google Classroom codes of clubs to the presentations, chalking 
the sidewalk with motivation to engage in school activities, and 
even having club sponsors create videos to explain their clubs. 
        As a new month approaches us, The Inspired Presenters also 
have a new theme:  Bullying awareness and building positive 
relationships.  “We are really trying to positively affect the mental 
health of children with ideas to increase their mental overall,” Self 
said. 
       The positivity reported by the students and thoughtful 
research provided by Mrs. Self is definitely not overlooked. 
The inspired presenters make sure to provide an exciting and 
welcoming environment for the students to learn. 

GETTING YOU GETTING YOU INSPIREDINSPIRED

“An Inspired Presenter 
to me is someone who 
can give students a 
voice or even a positive 
shoulder to look up to,”

Zoie McDonald ‘22

Carson Beaird and Carson James present their inspired 
assignment to high school students. 
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This is the 77th year of pageant traditions at the 
Sikeston Cotton Carnival.  For many, participating in these 
contests is something that contestants have looked forward 
to for a long time. The Cotton Carnival pageants are:  Miss 
Sikeston, Junior Miss, Miss Cotton Carnival, and Little 
Miss and Mr Cotton Carnival. 

The Little Miss and Mr. Cotton Carnival is designed 
for ages 4-6 and will take place on Wednesday, September 
29, at 7:00pm. There are 21 girls competing and nine boys.
 This year nine Freshmen girls will have the oppor-
tunity to vie for the title of Junior Miss. For many, this is 
a chance for them to step out of their comfort zone and 
try something new. “I am very excited to do this pageant 
alongside my friends and peers. This will be a great bond-
ing time for all of us and I wish everyone good luck,” Kylin 
Laffon ‘25 said.  
 The Junior Miss pageant will take place on Septem-
ber 30th at 8:00pm. Cate Schrumpf ‘24 will be giving her 
crown away to the next Junior Miss on Thursday, Septem-
ber 30. 

The Miss Cotton Carnival pageant is open to all 
high school girls in the region, but only open for Sikeston 
sophomores and juniors. There are 15 girls competing in 
Miss Cotton Carnival.
 Olivia Gadberry ‘24 is one of the girls competing 
in Miss Cotton Carnival. “Something I am most excited 
for with Miss Cotton Carnival is getting all dressed up and 
making the best memories with my best friends,” Gadberry 
said. Miss Cotton Carnival will be Saturday, October 2 at 
1:30pm.
 Miss Sikeston is one of the most well known pag-
eants associated with the Cotton Carnival.  Some girls have 
watched the pageant from a very young age and cannot 
wait to compete in this long-standing tradition.  This year 
there are 19 competing for the prized crown.  The top 12 

girls placers will become the Standard Democrat Calendar 
Girls for the next year.  

Mackenzie Conway ‘22 is one of the girls competing 
in Miss Sikeston. “I’m most excited that I get to participate 
in this long-standing Sikeston tradition! I just feel like it’s 
something all Sikeston girls should partake in and make 
those memories that will last a lifetime,” Conway said. 

The Miss Sikeston pageant will be held Saturday, 
October 2, at 8:00pm.
 Even long after the pageant is over, the girls who 
win each of these pageants give back to the American 
Legion. Cate Schrumpf, Junior Miss 2020, understands the 
importance of giving back to the Legion firsthand.

“This past year, Miss Sikeston, Miss Cotton Carni-
val, and I shopped for Christmas presents and other holi-
day gifts (Thanksgiving, Valentine’s Day, etc.) for veterans 
living in local nursing homes. We also wrapped the gifts, 
but because of Covid, we were not allowed to personally 
deliver them since nursing homes had strict visitation pol-
icies. Some of the queens also served a Thanksgiving meal 
for local veterans”, said Schrumpf. The experience for these 
girls is super impactful, too. The girls get to see what some 
of the veterans’ lives are like,” Schrumpf said “It was a really 
fun experience for me because I met new people and gave 
back to veterans living in our community,” Schrumpf said.
 

I’m most excited that I get to participate in this 
long-standing Sikeston tradition! I just feel like it’s 
something all Sikeston girls should partake in and 
make those memories that will last a lifetime,”
Mackenzie Conway ‘22
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Miss Sikeston Contestants

Junior Miss Sikeston Contestants
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 The air is getting cooler, the leaves 
are changing color, the cotton is starting to 
bloom, which can only mean one thing:  it’s 
Cotton Carnival time.  This year, Sikeston will 
celebrate the 77th annual Cotton Carnival. 
For many, this week is more than just riding 
rides, eating good food, and watching beauty 
pageants, but rather another opportunity to 
celebrate 77 years of hometown traditions and 
family fun.
 The excitement is electric when the 
Cotton Carnival comes to town.  It’s an event 
that many look forward to and often brings 
families and friends together.  The Carnival 
has changed over the years and has adopted 
new traditions right alongside of the original 
ones.
  “The American Legion Cotton 
Carnival started in 1944,” Vickie Wilson, 
outgoing District President of the American 
Legion said.  “It started when the veterans 
were coming home from World War II and 
they wanted a homecoming of some kind, 
so the American Legion put together the 
parade along with a carnival and it became 
[known as] the Cotton Carnival,” Wilson said. 
The festival also coincided with the farmers’ 
annual cotton harvest.
 The Cotton Carnival was originally 
held downtown in Malone Park.  An 
estimated 8,000 people attended the first 
parade with few rides and activities following.  
Local bands performed, Bingo games were 
played, and drawings for war bonds were held.  
Many people saw the “Queen of Cotton” as 
the highlight of the event. By 1950, the festival 
outgrew its original location and was moved 
to Legion Park. Since then, it has also been 
held at the Kingsway mall and most recently 
the Jaycee Bootheel rodeo grounds.
 The parade is still considered to be 
one of the main attractions of the Cotton 
Carnival week. Thousands will gather to 
line the streets of Malone and watch as 
the Veterans are honored, and community 
organizations and local bands march 
through the streets.  Beginning with the local 
Dignitary, parade goers will be welcomed 
by cheers and chants from the Sikeston Red 
Peppers and music such as “The Red and the 
Black” performed by the Sikeston High School 
Marching Band.  Various floats dedicated 
to the American Legion’s theme and beauty 
queens will also be present.

Many Sikeston residents have fond 
memories of the Cotton Carnival.  “I really 

have two memories:  marching in the Cotton 
Carnival Parade as one of the drum majors for 
the SHS Marching Band and walking with the 
Red Peppers in the Parade.  Both were great 
honors,” Sally Lape said.  
 Lape has attended the Carnival 
since her childhood.  “The Cotton Carnival 
used to be held downtown on Front Street 
where American Legion Park and the Depot 
are.  My friends and I walked to the Carnival 
after school, or in the evenings, to ride our 
favorite rides and eat corn dogs and cotton 
candy.  The parade also had a different route.  
We marched through the downtown streets.  
Teachers were really nice about not giving us 
much homework. Great memories, for sure,” 
Lape said.
 Some even traveled from 
surrounding communities to attend the event.  
“I went to school in Matthews, Missouri and 
marched in the marching band in the Cotton 
Carnival parade.  We were always amazed at 
the Sikeston band and how good they were 
marching through the parade. After marching 
in the parade I would go to the Carnival and I 
always thought it was the coolest experience,” 
Pat McDonald said.
 Pageants are also a big part of the 
Cotton Carnival.  There are four pageants 
held each year at this event: Little Mr. and 
Mrs. Cotton Carnival, Jr. Miss Sikeston, Miss 
Cotton Carnival, and Miss Sikeston.  “I have 
been helping with pageants in some capacity 
since 2006.  This year, due to my new job, I 
have had to take a step back, but the pageant 
directors have stepped in 110% helping in all 
the areas that I was not able to help this year,” 
Megan McGill-Knight, pageant committee 
member said.  Hard work and many 
volunteers are the key to the success of these 
pageants.
 The pageants have also changed 
since the start of the Cotton Carnival.  “The 
pageants started in 1944 as well.  The Little 
Mr. and Miss contest started out as ‘Little Mr. 
and Miss Cotton Top.’  The child entering the 
contest had to have blonde hair.  The reason 
for that was because of the color of cotton.  
That has changed since then,” Wilson said.

The pageants are more than just 
getting up on the stage.  A lot of work goes 
into the application process. “I have helped 
with the pageants since 2000.  I help with 
typing up the pageant applications and the 
overall pageant process. Each contestant fills 
out an application with their school activities 

and hobbies.  This information is then typed 
into a script for the emcees to read at the 
pageant.  Depending on how many girls are in 
each pageant, the typing takes several hours 
to complete.  Kelly Williams and I both do 
this process,” Christy McDowell, pageant 
committee member said.

In addition to the carnival rides and 
pageants, many people come to the carnival 
for the food. “My favorite thing [about the 
Cotton Carnival] has to be the carnival 
food. I love eating the fish sandwiches and 
then sitting down to watch the pageants,” 
McDonald said. Some of the favorites are 
ribbon fries, fish sandwiches, funnel cakes, 
corn dogs, fried oreos, and cotton candy.  The 
Cotton Carnival allows time for local vendors 
and food trucks to shine.  
 Other things like rides, pageants, 
games, and parades are what makes memories 
for carnival goers.  “When I was in first grade, 
I remember being excited about going to the 
carnival because my older sisters talked about 
how fun it was.  We got to ride a few rides 
and I always ate cotton candy.  The highlight 
for me was the parade. I loved the bands and 
the beauty queens riding in the pretty cars,” 
McDowell said.  

Not only is the Cotton Carnival 
fun, but it has a big impact on Sikeston. 
“The Cotton Carnival draws people from 
communities all around Sikeston.  These 
people spend the entire day in Sikeston, 
enjoying the Carnival, shopping, and eating 
meals at our restaurants.  It is a wonderful 
event for our town,” Lape said.  The Cotton 
Carnival is a big deal for the small town of 
Sikeston. 
  While the Cotton Carnival has 
changed locations over the years, what has 
not changed are the memories and fun it 
allows families to create.  Additionally, it gives 
citizens the opportunity to give back to an 
organization that supports our Veterans.  “It is 
important to myself and the American Legion 
Post 114 to remind the community of what 
the Cotton Carnival represents.  It supports 
our local veterans and when you come to eat, 
ride rides, or participate in the pageants, you 
are helping our mission,” Mc-Gill Knight said.
 The Cotton Carnival will conclude 
with tomorrow’s festivities.  The parade 
will begin at 10:00am, followed by the Miss 
Cotton Carnival pageant at 1:30pm, and Miss 
Sikeston at 8:00pm.   

ARTICLE BY: LILLY HODGKISS
DESIGN BY: MAKENZIE WARNING 
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The Sikeston Cheerleading squad will be competing 
in Regionals at Lindenwood University, on October 2.  The 
competition season has brought about new changes.  Last year, 
Regionals were held virtually due to COVID-19, however this year 
Regionals will be held in person.  Another change for the squad is 
the division in which they will be competing.  Normally, Sikeston 
competes in the 3A small division, but this year they entered the 
small coed division.  In the coed division, there are boys and girls on 
the squads competing.

 The team must place in the top five to be able to advance 
to State competition.  The cheerleaders will be going against six 
other teams; Liberty-Wentzville, VanBuren, John Burroughs, Fort 
Zumwalt South, Pacific, and Pattonville. With tough competition, 
head coach Betsy Colwick shares her thoughts on who she thinks 
the biggest competitor will be. 
 “Pattonville or Liberty-Wentzville will be our biggest 
competitor this year because they won their divisions last year. If 
everything goes well for them and us, it will be neck and neck,” 
Colwick said. Landry Eason ‘25 agrees.  “I think Pattonville Pirates 
will be our biggest competition because they have showcased 
difficult skills before and they won State last year in small coed,” 
Eason said. 

At last year’s Regionals the squad placed third against five 
teams.  This year, they are hoping hard work and determination will 
bring them to a first place win.  Since entering a new division this 
year, there are lots of new learning curves this season.  This change 
has also brought out excitement among the squad.
 “I am most excited about hitting our stunt sequence and 
pyramid because they are very showy and amazing,” Chloe Bles ‘22 
said.  Because the squad will be able perform in person this year, 
they expect a big crowd to watch the routine.  Halley Kim ‘22 is 
excited to perform in person this year.
 “I’m excited that I get to perform on the mat with all of my 
teammates in front of a big crowd,” Head Cheerleader Halley Kim 
‘22 said. 

The squad has conquered many obstacles this year, because 
of teamwork, communication and perseverance.  Julia Sanders ‘24 
shares what she thinks the team’s best qualities are. “Our ability 
to communicate as a whole is one of our best qualities.  Everyone 
takes constructive criticism well and we all try to make this team 
better everyday,” Sanders said.  This year has been new for the whole 
squad but they are determined to bring home a win for Sikeston 
Cheerleading. 
 From the leadership of the coaches and the determination to 
win, the squad expects to make progress far into the coed division.  
There will be big competitors at regionals and it will be exciting to 
watch this year.  Sikeston is set to perform at 10:35 a.m Saturday, 
October 2.

Article By : Blair Durham 
Designed By : Anika Artis

Photo Courtesy of Daniel Byrd
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 The girl’s Tennis team has been breaking boundaries recently. 
They have won two team duals so far in their season. Prior to this, they 
had not won a team dual in three years. They also took second place in 
the Charleston Invitational with Quinn Riley ‘22,  taking first place in her 
division. 
 “It felt really good to be undefeated in the Charleston 
Invitational, and I could tell my hard work was paying off,” Riley said. 
Riley is looking forward to the rest of the tennis season.
Motivation has been a strong theme amongst everyone starting with Head 
Coach Derek James. His motivation brings the girls up along with other 
people, such as their family.
 “My family motivates me to become better and work harder. 
Without their motivation, I would not have accomplished all that I have 
accomplished, such as my first place win in the Charleston Invitational” 
Riley said. 
 Family seems to be a strong motivator amongst all the girls and 
their motivation has been working. “My mom and dad motivate me to 
do better and to be successful. They really push me towards my goals and 
keep me up when I am down” Molly Bogle ‘22 said.
 The motivation doesn’t stop with family members; James has 
really been a big push for them. “I’m not usually a ‘pep talk coach,’ but 
I always remind the players to do your best and compete. Compete in 
everything that you do, even if you know that the person you are playing 
has more skill or more talent than you. Go into that match with a great 
attitude and play the best that you can possibly play. If you do your best 
and you still lose, there is nothing to be ashamed  about. You gave it your 
all and that’s all I can ask for,” James said. 
 Encouragement from teammates is also equally important. “It 
is very important to encourage your teammates because when you get 
in tight matches, receiving that little extra push can mean a world of 
difference in the outcome.  When I notice my teammates down, I try to 
remind them that it is possible to come back with a win.  I know how 
much it means when my teammates motivate me, so I want to do the 
same for them,” Kate Grubbs ‘22 said.
 With all the motivation and encouragement coming from 
multiple sources, it is hard to say the tennis team has had a bad season. 
It seems that everyone is happy with the atmosphere and their season in 
general.

  “I feel joy for them. We’ve had some successes this year and just 
seeing the excitement and joy on their faces is what makes me happy as 
their coach. I go back to winning that duel with Cape Central, they were 
so excited about that team victory. That shows me how much they care 
and how much they want to experience success,” James said.
 With the regular season coming to an end, the girls have had a 
good year. The motivation and accomplishments they’ve had helped them 
achieve their goals and make new ones for the next season. To see the 
team’s improvement, you can watch them play at Districts on September 
30-October 1 at Farmington.
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Despite the Lady Dogs start-
ing the season at 1-7 they have shown 
improvement and flashes of success. 
With the early excitement coming off an 
impressive outing against Bernie the Dogs 
have continued to impress with grow-
ing potential in every match they play. 
Every single player has improved, and 
with a young roster the Dogs have time 
to improve and develop the team into a 
winning team. 

Head Coach Chelsie Holifield 
intends on winning with building team 
chemistry and developing bonds amongst 

the squad.  “Team 
chemistry is 

very important 
because it is the 
deciding factor 
for if the team 

will play 
together 
or divided. 
Our team 

has done a 
wonderful 

job putting in 
the work to play 
together as one. 

I’m very proud of 
them,” Holifield 
said.

Her 
plans of a 
strongly bond-

ed squad have already taken an impact 
on the players. “I think chemistry affects 
the success of the team a lot. Without any 
chemistry, we wouldn’t have any trust, 
communication, or routine and there 
wouldn’t be any flow on the court,” Harley 
Hunter ‘23 said.  With the team’s strong 
chemistry and developing potential the 
season can be seen as a successful season 
despite the underwhelming start.

The Dogs have yet to find their 
stride in the winning column but the sea-
son is still viewed as a successful season 
so far. The Dogs’ season so far has been a 
success.

“This season is going very well. It 
may not show on our record or in some of 
our scores yet, but as a team, we are com-
peting against every team we face. Every 
single girl has improved,” Holifield said. 

With the constant improvement 
to skill and cooperation of the players, 
the season has a lot of potential to have a 
winning record.

“I feel that things are going great 
this season. I think that as a team, we are 
working and communicating as a team 
better. Even though the record may not 
show it, we have left everything we have 
learned and our work ethic out of the 
court so far,” Lydia Couch ‘23 said.

The players have faith in their 
ability and also know that despite their 
record they still have the ability to suc-
ceed and with an optimistic mindset they 

can turn things around. It is known by 
the team and the fans that this squad is 
capable of winning and despite the slow 
start it hasn’t affected the roster nor the 
coaching staffs mindset, however with 
the continuing progression through the 
season the dogs are still considered to 
be having a underwhelming season but 
with the overall strong team their can be 
expectations of success in the near future 
for the Lady Dogs.

“I think chemistry affects 
the success of the team a 

lot. Without any chemistry, 
we wouldn’t have any trust, 
communication, or routine 
and there wouldn’t be any 

flow on the court.”

Harley Hunter ‘23
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 This year’s soccer team is looking more 
promising than recent years. Their current record 
is 4-6-1.   The Bulldogs have had a lot of close 
game wins to start the season, including their 
win at Hannibal in double overtime because of a 
game winning goal. Also, in their game against 

Carbondale, the Bulldogs scored early and 
fought hard to hold onto a one goal 
lead.
 Coach Gabe Dement is encouraged 
about the team.“The close wins were 
great for the guys to be a part of. 

Everyone was high energy and engaged 
in the game, including the bench. It gave 
us faith that we can win the close games,” 
Dement said.

 After a better start to the season 
than in recent years, the Bulldogs’ 
confidence is higher than usual. 
However, they are not satisfied with the 
current record. 

“I would say our confidence is up 
and down, depending on recent 

results. We’ve been 
kind of streaky with 
wins and losses so 
far. Some of our 
losses may have 

been a result of 
overconfidence, but 

we’ve been stressing to 
compete well against 

every single opponent,” Dement said.
Dement thinks the Bulldogs have some area 

for improvement. “We need to improve in our 
organization and possession as well as our 
creativity on offense. Also, there are a few big 
moments in each game where we have to either 
prevent a goal or score one. We have to be more 
clinical in succeeding in those moments,” Dement 
said. 
 John Martin Boner ‘23, the goalie of 
the soccer team, recently made the switch back 
to goalie after moving to the field after his 
freshman year. Boner took a break from goalie 
his sophomore to help in the field as the bulldogs 
needed help in that area of play. 
 “Switching back to goalie has been easier 
than I thought it would be. After a year off, I 
thought the switch would be more difficult. It has 
been comfortable to be back playing my original 
position” Boner said. 
 This year’s soccer team has been very close 
and bonded together. “The team has hung out a 
lot outside of the field this year. We are all very 
close friends, and bond together as if we are a 
family,” Boner said.
 There are four Soccer captains of the 
team. Those four are Andrew Faire, Dylan 
Thornbrough, Mason Slipis, and Noah Mason. 
“My role as a captain has not been challenging at 
all, I am able to be myself with this role. As long 
as I can be myself on and off the field I am happy 
with this role” Faire said.
 The Dogs hope to have continued success 
down the road.
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 Being a senior in high school is an 
experience within itself, but being a senior in a 
high school sport is a totally different experience. 
Being a senior in a sport comes with a lot of 
responsibility. This year Sikeston Softball has six 
seniors who hold this responsibility well. Seniors 
must always set a good example for the younger 
classmen. All of the seniors agree that  the biggest 
difference in senior year is how big of a role 
model you have to be.
          Center fielder Kaylee Pipes says that her 
biggest goal for this year is to “become the 
biggest role model I can be,” Pipes said. Pipes 
shows that she understands the importance 
of being a good role model for the younger 
classmen by taking them to and from practices 
and always cheering on her team. Even her little 
correction on swinging or catching make the 
biggest difference. 
          Next in the lineup is Kalee Kitchen. Kitchen 
will do anything asked of her. Kitchen said that 
the biggest difference in being a senior is “being 
a role model while trying to make the best of it.”  
Kitchen also takes younger classmen to and from 
practices and has a good attitude whether or not 
she is currently on the field. 
          Halfway through the lineup is Katie 
Payne. Payne seems to know her role as a 
senior is important, and always has snacks for 
everyone on the team. Payne is always lifting her 
teammates up no matter the circumstance. When 
asked about sharing her experience with the 
underclassmen, she shares her thoughts. “I am 
not ready to leave my babies behind but I know 
they will do well with everything I have taught 
them,” Payne said.

       Sikeston Softball’s fourth senior is the third 
baseman Sydney Burton. Burton is always 
encouraging her teammates no matter if the score 
is 12-0 or 0-12. Burton knows that her teammates 
will know how to encourage themselves and 
other teammates because of how she encourages 
them. Burton is feeling upset because “she is 
leaving SHS softball behind” but knows that her 
teammates will continue to utilize the things she 
has taught them from being a role model. 
          Next in the lineup is Right Fielder Sophia 
Carter. Carter is always there for her teammates 
and never gives up after a hard play. When asked 
about the underclassmen Carter said “They 
look up to us for everything we do so we have 
to be the most responsible and hardworking so 
they know how to be when it’s their turn to be 
seniors,” Carter said.  
         Last but not least Amaree Nelson. Nelson is 
always supportive and will be there for anyone. 
She feels like “softball is another family”. In a 
family you usually look up to the older people 
and it is the same in softball. Nelson tries her 
hardest to set an amazing example for the 
younger classmen and is very successful at 
playing the role of an amazing role model. 
        Coach May is always bragging about his 
seniors and even goes to say “This group of 
seniors is one of the best groups of role models. 
They all work super hard to set a good example 
and show the younger classmen what being a 
leader looks like.” May goes on to say “I could not 
expect more out of this group of seniors.” 
         Senior night is October 4, against North 
County. Game time is set for 4:30pm at the 
Sikeston complex. 

                                                                                      
“They look up to us “They look up to us 

for everything we do for everything we do 
so we have to be the so we have to be the 

most responsible and most responsible and 
hardworking so they hardworking so they 
know how to be when know how to be when 

it’s their turn to be it’s their turn to be 
seniors.” seniors.” 

Sophia Carter ‘22Sophia Carter ‘22

Photos Courtesy of Tara Newman and Sophia Carter 
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 As the school year goes on and on, 
so does the Sikeston Football season. The 
Bulldogs stand at two wins and three loses. 
The Dogs started the season hot by packing 
back-to-back wins, beating Caruthersville 
and Dexter. They are currently on a three 
game losing streak. Dropping the games to 
Farmington, Poplar Bluff, and Jackson. 
 Despite losing three games in a 
row, the Dogs continue to work hard and 
keep their heads up. Mark Fisher ‘22 shares 
his goal for the season. “Playing three hard 
games all in a row is tough, it’s hard to keep 
guys healthy, but we are built differently. 
Grinding day after day trying to get better 
and make a deep postseason run is our 
goal,” Fisher says.
 The next game the Bulldogs 
have on their schedule is a close rival of 
theirs. Head Coach Treston Pulley says, 
“The rivalry is getting renewed this year. 
I brought the idea to Cape’s Head Coach 
over the summer that we need to do a 
trophy game between us, similar to Auburn 
vs Alabama (Iron Bowl), SEMO vs. SIU 
(War of the Wheel). The game is titled:  The 
Battle of I-55” Pulley said.  This is a new 
tradition that will take place every regular 
season game. The Bulldogs hope to win and 

bring the first “Battle of I-55” home. The 
Cape Central Tigers will be traveling down 
to take on the Bulldogs on Friday, October 
1. The Tigers sit at a 0-5 record for the year. 
“This game is always tough, but I know our 
kids are ready to get back on the winning 
side of things and there’s not a better 
matchup to do that with than Cape,” Pulley 
said.

This is an exciting game for the 
Bulldogs, marking the first Homecoming 
game of the 2021-2022 school year. Adding 
to Homecoming, it also marks the 77th 
annual American Legion Cotton Carnival. 
The coaches plan to enforce that they [the 
players] do the right things at school and in 
the community during Homecoming and 
the carnival.  
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 The 2021/2022 NFL season, where Justin Tucker 
is now the greatest football player to ever play the game 
and the Jets are still bad, is underway. 

 First of all, I want to talk about Justin Tucker’s 66 YARD 
FIELD GOAL. The 66 yard field goal is an NFL record, beating 
Matt Prater who kicked a 64 yarder in 2013. This is an insane 
record and I don’t see it ever getting beat again. You could give me 
10 years of practice and 20 mph wind and I could maybe squeak it 
over the post. What makes the field goal even better is that it was 
the game winner, and if he missed it they would have lost. Justin 
Tucker will forever go down as one of the best kickers of all time.
 Starting with the AFC East, the Bills have taken the early 
division lead with a 2-1 record. The Dolphins and Patriots are in 
a tie for second with a 1-2 record. The Jets are the tail end of the 
division, as normal, and they will most likely stay there for the 
rest of the season. It will be a miracle if they win a game in my 
opinion. 
 The AFC West has been a surprise to this point. If you 
want to know how the Raiders are doing this year just ask my 
good buddy Andon, he will tell you all about it.  The Raiders and 
Broncos are both 3-0 and lead the division. The Chargers are 2-1 
and hold the third place position in the division. The Chiefs have 
decided not to show up this year yet as they are 1-2 and last place 
in the division. I am a Chiefs fan so this one hurts a little. I have a 
good feeling they will pick it up soon. 
 The AFC North has the Ravens, Bengals, and Browns all 
are tied for the lead. The Bengals are definitely the biggest surprise 
in the division. They have not had a good season in a while. It’s 
only been three games but it is promising for the future. The 
Steelers are in last place like they deserve. 
 The AFC South should be a cakewalk for the Titans as 
they are in a division with the Texans, Colts, and Jaguars. The 
Texans will probably finish 5-12, with the Colts and Jaguars 
following with even worse records.
 The NFC East, which is the worst division in the NFL, is 
led by the Eagles and Cowboys right now. The Redskins, I mean 
Football Team, are in third and following them is the Giants. 
Honestly whoever sucks the least amount will win that division. 
I don’t see a team going over .500 in the division so anyone has a 
chance. 
 The NFC West is led by a strong looking Rams and 
Cardinals team. The Rams fans are loving their new quarterback, 
Matthew Stafford, as he has led the Rams to a 3-0 season so far. 
The 49ers are 2-1 and the Seahawks hold the last place spot. My 
good friend Tristen is not very happy with his Seahawks right 
now. 
 NFC North is led by an old man named Aaron Rodgers 
on the Packers. The Sikeston Bulldogs probably could have beat 
the Bears with their performance in week 3. Let’s just say they had 
a horrible offensive game. The Vikings and Lions hold up the rear 
end.
 The Panthers lead the NFC South with former Jets QB 
Sam Darnold. The Bucs are led by a 75 year old Tom Brady as they 
are in second. I see the Bucs coming out on top in the division. 
The Saints are tied for second and the Falcons bring up the rear. 
 As of right now, my pick for the Super Bowl Champs 
would be the Los Angeles Rams. I believe your second pick 
should always be Tom Brady though, because he somehow wins 

it when no one expects him too. This season will definitely be 
one to remember. 
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