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 Postseason baseball is only a month away. Whether your 
team makes it in the postseason or not, the excitement is still 
through the roof. For myself, when the Cardinals do not make the 
playoffs I am always cheering for whoever is playing against a big 
Cardinal rival. For example, in 2016, I was a Cleveland Indians fan 
for the world series. Unfortunately, the Cubs won (who is the team 
that I hate the most out of any sports team). The postseason is full 
of surprises and anticipation to see what will happen. 
 October baseball is coming up soon, but one of the most 
important months out of the whole year is September. September 
is the month where teams can make or break a season. With 
almost 20+ games in the month there is still opportunity for the 
underdog team to make an upcoming out of nowhere. 
 The National League postseason race has been a crazy 
one all season long. The west division has been a battle between 
the Dodgers and the Giants to finish first place in the division (the 
first place team gets an automatic bye into the NLDS). The Giants 
hold a two game lead in the division at the moment. If this holds 
out the Dodgers will hold the first Wild Card spot. The second 
wild card spot is a battle between the Padres, Reds, Phillies, and 
Cardinals right now. Anything could happen but I see the Padres 
or Cardinals having the best chance at getting that second wild 
card spot. If the Padres make it in the second wild card that would 
make three west division teams making the playoffs which is pretty 
rare. 
 The East division is led by the Atlanta Braves right now, 
but the Phillies and Mets are not too far behind. One losing streak 
and one winning streak could change everything. As of right now, 
I see the Braves winning that division but again anything could 

happen. 
  The Central division is led by the Milwaukee 

Brewers and I don’t see anyone catching them. The Reds 
are close in contention for the second wild card spot, 
but I do not see them getting that spot. For my St. Louis 

Cardinals it’s looking promising as we hold the second 
place wild card spot. It would be a long and dreadful month 

of October without my Cardinals in the postseason but I am 
super hopeful that if we don’t make it this season we will be in for 
next season. Anything could happen but I am hoping and praying 
that the Cardinals pull off a miracle.
 The American League postseason race hasn’t been nearly 
as exciting as the National League, but it will still get you on the 
edge of your seat. 
 The East division has been the craziest out of all the AL 
divisions. Tampa Bay, with a bunch of young and solid prospects, 
have held down the first place spot for a while now and I see them 
holding it out through the rest of the season. Boston had first place 
for most of the season and went on about a 20 game run of bad 
baseball. As of now, they trail by around 8 games. The Red Sox 
hold a Wild Card spot for right now. The Yankees have been the 
most inconsistent team in baseball. All season long sitting in third 
place and out of nowhere they went on a 13 game winning streak. 

They got close to the division lead and the fans were getting 
cocky. Not looking too hot for the Bronx Bombers now as 
they have lost 8 out of their last 10 and are tied for a Wild 
Card place but they still somehow hold a Wild Card spot. 

The Blue Jays are making a strong push to get the second 
wild card spot as they are 9-1 in the last 10 games. The Blue Jays 
have a strong future with players like Vladdy Guerrero and Bo 
Bichette. The Yankees, Blue Jays, and Yankees are in a three way tie 
for a Wild Card spot.
 The Central division has been nothing but boring. The 
White Sox have a cake walk of a division as they are the only team 
with an over .500 record. I mean, c’mon now! That’s about it for the 
central. White Sox lead. 
 The west has been a lot like the Central division. The 
Houston Cheaters, I mean Astros, have led for the majority of the 
season with the A’s and Mariners trailing. Astros lead the West. 
 October is coming up soon. Only one team comes out 
on top. Who will that be? I’ve got the Dodgers but every team that 
makes the playoffs has a chance. Don’t count any team out. 

*These are the standings as of 9/15/21. Possibly could change. 
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 As you look around the 
SHS campus, you will start to see 

Red and Black everywhere. 
It’s football season, and that 
means the Red Peppers 
and Bleacher Bums are 

back and in full force. 
The return of Peppers 
and Bums means spirit, 
tradition, and games are 
back in action.

The Red Peppers will 
celebrate their 93rd year on cam-
pus and are led by Cayenne, Mack-
enzie Conway; Vice Cayenne, Lyd-
ia Wren; Secretary, Molly Bogle; 
Treasurer, Taylor Dover; Demerit 
Chairman, Laci Taylor; and Head 
Cheerleader, Halley Kim. 

The Bums will celebrate their 
50th year and are led by President, 
Tharen Russell; Omar Martinez, 
Jay Lape, Noah Mason, Carson 
James, and Charlie Robinson.   

Conway is looking forward 
to leading the organization. “This 
school year I am looking forward 
to leading the Red Pepper sec-
tion at all of our required Friday 
night games,” Conway said. Bogle 
agrees, “This school year I am real-
ly looking forward to bringing the 
organization back in full force,” 
Bogle said.

The Bums officers are equally 
excited about getting back into 
the swing of things. “This year for 
Bums, I am looking forward to 
making a great experience for the 
underclassmen,” Russell said. Lape 
agrees, “I am looking forward to 
giving the freshman a great first 
year of high school that they’ll 
remember forever,” Lape said.

 Red Peppers bring 93 
years of tradition and memories 
to campus. Each officer has her 
own favorite tradition. “My 
favorite tradition is the old school 
chants,” Wren said. Dover shares 
her favorite Red Pepper tradition, 
“My favorite Red Pepper tradition 
has to be Fun Night. I love getting 
the new members involved and 

showing them what Red Peppers is 
all about,” Dover said.  

The Bleacher Bums also have 
many traditions. “My favorite 
Bums tradition by far is the “I 
Believe” chant. Something about 
it just gets everyone ready for the 
game,” Martinez said. “My favor-
ite Bums tradition is themes [for 
games]; especially jersey night 
because I love seeing all of the 
cool unique jerseys people have,” 
Robinson said.

Red Peppers plan to kick off 
the school year with some exciting 
events. “Some amazing events we 
have planned this year are formals, 
and a normal fun year,” Taylor 
said. Because of not having dances 
last year, that’s on the forefront of 
many Peppers’ minds. “We have 
fun dances coming up that we 
couldn’t have last year,” Kim said.

The Bums also have events 
planned for the school year. 
“Hopefully we can get out in the 
community and complete some 
service hours to help others,” 
James said. Mason agrees, “We 
have some games and community 
service events planned,” Mason 
said.

The Peppers and Bums have 
welcomed new members into their 
organization this year. “This year 
we will have 79 new members,” 
Conway said. “Almost 150 people 
have joined Bums,” Russell said. 
Both organizations are excited 
to have so many new members 
interested in becoming a part of 
the club.

The Bums and Peppers should 
be easy to spot at Friday night 
games. Look for the sea of Red and 
Black and spirited cheers.

Article by: Lilly Hodgkiss
Design by: Kelsie Anderson

Mackenzie Conway, Lydia Wren, Molly Bogle, Taylor Dover, 
Laci Taylor, and Halley Kim were excited for their first game.

Photos courtesy of D
aniel Byrd and Brooke Taylor.

Noah Mason, Charlie Robinson, Tharen Russell, Omar Martinez, 
and Jay Lape are ready to cheer on the Dogs.  Not pictured is 
Carson James. 
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You might be wondering where all the bustling and noise is coming from 
on campus. That would be the construction site of our brand new C-Building. 

In just a few short weeks there has been an immense amount of progress 
made in the construction process. However, this process began long before 
anyone ever set foot on the construction site. 

A new C-Building has been wanted by everyone since most of today’s 
high school students have been alive. After a 21 million dollar bond issue 
was introduced before the city at a town hall meeting June 2, 2020, this idea 
became a reality.

The bond was voted on and passed, allowing for the construction of 
a new 6.6 million dollar C-Building along with the addition of a new Lee 
Hunter Elementary. 

Superintendent, Dr. Tony Robinson, gave some insight on why 
C-Building needed an upgrade. “Considering the age of the building and 
how much it was costing to keep up with all of the facility issues, such as the 
leaking, the bathrooms, the ventilation system and how it ran underground… 
it was more cost effective for us to build a brand new building than to keep 
renovating the old building” Robinson said.  

Robinson followed up by saying, “And I feel like our students and 
community deserve some of the best facilities possible.”

With the design process starting as soon as the bond vote occurred, it 
took awhile for the building to come together into its final design. “The design 
phase started and teachers and principals have been involved in the design 
phase, along with the administrators playing a part,” Robinson said. 

One staff member heavily involved with inputs on the design is Library 
and Media Specialist, Mrs. Sarah McGill. McGill had the opportunity to 
stay in touch with the designers of the building’s new media center and was 
ecstatic with the outcome. 

“The new media center will have something for everyone. We will move 
all of our books, resources and makerspace items to the new space. The 
facility will have areas for small group study, whole group instruction, and 
meeting spaces. There will be a computer lab in the library, coffee bar, and the 
journalism classroom will be accessed from the library as well. The library 
media center is much larger than the current space we have now,” McGill said. 

The media center will also include a second story that contains an 

outdoor balcony that students and staff will be able to walk out on and 
sit and do homework or even just admire the beautiful courtyard that 
will be laid out in front of the building’s main entrance. 

“I am most excited about the state of the art, safe facility that is 
designed with 21st century learning in mind,” McGill said.

However, Mrs. McGill is not the only one excited about the new 
C-Building. The students here at SHS cannot wait to get into the 
building.

“I’m excited for a building that’s up to code. I cannot wait to see 
the new classrooms and the new space we will learn in. Everyone loves 
something new,” junior Tyler McHaffie said. 

“I’m excited for something new. I’m not sure what all will be 
part of the new building, but the factor of the unknown is exciting,” 
sophomore Heidi Self said.

Along with the media center, the building will also include fifteen 
classrooms, two main bathrooms, and a faculty restroom.

This new building has already come a long way in just the few 
short months it has been under construction. After looking into the 
design process, we dug deeper into the timeline and the behind the 
scenes work that goes into constructing a new building.  

“We haven’t really encountered any issues other than Covid. With 
it raising the waiting times for materials and elevating costs of those 
materials it just makes the building a little more expensive than we’d 
like it to be. After the final design was set in stone, the project has come 
along nicely and on pace,” Robinson said.

The building is set to be finished in July of 2022, celebrated the 
next month of August, and is on pace to finish right on time.

mailto:trobinson@spsr6.org
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SMASHING INTO NEW SEASON  
Article by: Harrison Arndt          Design by: Blake Wrather
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 The Lady Bulldog softball team 
welcomes their new Head Coach, Jacob 
May, with open arms as he expresses his 
excitement, ambitions and expectations 
for the season. Many people know May 
from the various sports he has coached 
in the past such as football, wrestling, 
baseball, and track and field. This 
experience will come in handy as he 
makes his debut on the softball field. 
 After Coach Laura Brown 
stepped down from her position, the 
team was in need of a new head coach. “I 
have always had a passion for the game. 
I wanted to expand my knowledge of the 
game and really help these young ladies 
bring the best out of themselves every 
day,” May said about taking on this new 
role. 
 Hailey Cantrell ‘23, had this to 
say about her new coach, “I absolutely 
love J-May. He has changed the program 
for the better and has completely turned 
our confidence around,” Cantrell said. The 
Lady Bulldogs adore their new coach and 
would like him to stick around for the 
long haul. 
 Despite having a few losses earlier 
this season, the Lady Dogs went on to 
defeat Naylor at the Rock Wood Summit 
Tournament and win two games in a row. 
“I just want us to go out and compete 
every day. I want us to feel like we can 
win every game we play, and overall I just 
want us to have fun while competing,” 

May said. 
 Cantrell went on to talk about her 
expectations for the year stating that her 
“expectations are a lot higher than what 
they were last year… We have a lot of 
talent this year from freshmen to seniors 
and once we get our positions figured out 
we have a really good chance at districts,” 
Cantrell said. It is evident that there is a 
lot of excitement surrounding the sport 
this year, especially in regards to the new 
coach.  
 “I feel like the program is headed 
in a different direction than years past. 
I feel like we have a very positive team 
culture and if you have a positive attitude 
and a positive mindset then you could 
find yourself as a part of this team,” May 
said.
 Dakota Thompson ‘25, is 
enjoying being a part of the softball 
team. “J-May has made this experience 
a lot more fun for me. He cares a lot 
about his players and has made me feel 
very welcomed,” Thompson said. This 
is only the beginning of a long series 
of praise. “He is doing a great job. His 
encouragement and positivity makes 
softball fun and makes the players want to 
work hard, learn, and enjoy this season,” 
Thompson said.
 You can catch the Lady Dogs 
back in action at the Sikeston Complex on 
September 27. 

“I feel like the program is headed in a 
different direction than years past. I 
feel like we have a very positive team 
culture and if you have a positive 
attitude and a positive mindset then 
you could find yourself as a part of 
this team,” May said.

Article by: Trevor Tarrants
Designn by: Sophia Carter
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 School is back in session, and that 
means Sikeston Football is back. The Bulldogs 
are coming off a 2-8 season and looking 
to bounce back after an underwhelming 
season. This year, however, the Bulldogs seek 
to achieve different results and set a new 
standard.
 To set the new standard, the 
Bulldogs have brought in fresh leadership 
with the addition of first year Head Coach 
Treston Pulley. The players are more than 
ecstatic to have Pulley on board. 
 “He’s a great man. I knew from the 
beginning when he got the job he’d be a great 
coach,” team Captain Jonathan Green ‘22 
said. 
 Pulley has already made an impact 
on the program and the players. 
 “Having him as the Head Coach 
is great because he’s built differently,” fellow 
team Captain Mark Fisher said. Pulley has set 
out to change the culture of Sikeston Football 
and build a winning reputation around the 
program with higher expectations for the 
program.
 Pulley, a lifetime Bulldog, has set 
a standard for all his players that he expects 
them to abide by. 
 “I want my players to be disciplined, 
and to build a brotherhood,” Pulley said.
 Pulley has set these standards to 
achieve his goals for the season. 
 “[I want to] keep the team together, 
finish the season strong, and get as many wins 
as we can. That’s the main goal,” Pulley said. 
He is confident in his players to achieve his 
expectations.  

 “I think we have a lot of depth 
quality.  I have two good quarterbacks, I have 
a few linebackers, and linemen-wise we’re 
still good in that position, so I like our kids 
to know that I believe in them, and if they 
believe [in themselves] then they can do 
anything,” Pulley said.
 Trust and communication with his 
players is Pulley’s biggest strength as a head 
coach. 
 “My personality is one that I feel 
that I can talk to all the players in a way in 
which they understand the game. Me, being 
a guy that played the game at a high level, I 
believe that translates as well, and just being 
personable with the players and breaking it 
down in terms in ways they understand it,” 
Pulley said.
 Pulley has already set a high 
standard for the Dogs with his personality 
and team culture that he is implementing.  
The team has shown that there is a 
bright future under the new head 
leadership.  The staff and players are 
all prepared to make a change for the 
better. 
 “I believe that our football 
team is a different team than the 
previous couple years. With 
our new head coach, Coach 
Pulley, I believe that the 
expectations of our team is 
higher. I believe that our 
team has much potential 
along with an urge to win.  
At the very least, I expect 
a winning season. Even 

though we have arguably the hardest schedule 
in Southeast Missouri, our team definitely 
has the tools to compete and win this season,” 
Captain Carlos Posey said.  
 A winning season is a regular season 
goal that the Dogs expect to achieve, and as 
for the postseason, the Dogs expect to make a 
splash more than past years. 
 “Making it at least out of the first 
round of the district playoffs [is the goal].  We 
have a good team this year and I feel like we 
just have to keep pushing and working and 
staying together as a team,” Keodrick Sherrod 
‘24 said. 
 With the Bulldogs under a new head 
coach, and a team with the desire to win, it 
will be an interesting and exciting season for 
the Sikeston Football team.

UNCOMMON Article by: Tristen Brotherton
Design by: Blake Wrather 

. “I have two 
expectations 
for my team-- I 
want them to 
be disciplined 
and to build a 
brotherhood,” 
Pulley said.
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 As a new year comes upon us here at Sikeston 
High School, so does another Sikeston Soccer 
season. So far the Bulldogs have started out 
strong, going 2-0-1 in the first tournament of the 
season. Senior caption, Noah Mason ‘22 shares 

his thoughts on the strong start. 
 “I think it’s a product of all the hard work 
that has been put in, not just this year, but the past 
few seasons. Everyone knows about our 0-24 season 
two years ago. That team was full of freshmen and 
sophomores. Now, those freshmen and sophomores 
are juniors and seniors with varsity experience under 

their belts,” Mason said.
    Last season the Bulldogs went 5-12 
after making it to the Class 3 District 1 
championship. The team lost 4 seniors. In 
addition, they also lost Assistant Coach Chris 

Cota. Head Coach Gabe Dement weighs in, 
“Coach Cota was a great help in many ways. Most 
importantly, he was a great help when it came to 
training goalies and keeping me patient at games,” 
Dement said. With losing a coach, the Bulldogs gained 
two new coaches, Jared Boyd and Marc Jannin. For 
the past couple of seasons, Boyd was a volunteer 
coach. This season marks the first volunteer season for 
Jannin.
 The soccer team has put in a lot of hard work 
over the summer with high attendance and doing very 
well at the summer showcase. The Dogs start off on the 
road for the first seven games of the season.  
 “I think all of the road trips are certainly 
tough, but I feel it will make us a better team as long 
as we embrace it vs. making it an excuse. We were 
supposed to have had two home games, but scheduling 
conflicts with those teams changed things to our first 
home match being September 20,” Dement said.
 This season will be different in that they will 
have a full slate of games, assuming no major issues 
arise. Last year the Dogs were unable to play out-of-

games due to Covid and only ended up with 
17 games. This year, they currently have 22 
games scheduled. In addition, they have 
great numbers and should be able to play 
full JV matches. Last year, the team only 
filled a Varsity roster.
 Leadership is a key part of a 
successful team. There are a total of seven 
seniors on this year’s squad:  Carson Nash, 
Carson James, Dylan Thornbrough, Noah 
Mason, Ethan Foley, Mason Slipis, and 
Andrew Faire. With the seven seniors comes 
experience, and so does leadership.

Photos Courtesy of Mark Grimes 



 Postseason baseball is only a month away. Whether your 
team makes it in the postseason or not, the excitement is still 
through the roof. For myself, when the Cardinals do not make the 
playoffs I am always cheering for whoever is playing against a big 
Cardinal rival. For example, in 2016, I was a Cleveland Indians fan 
for the world series. Unfortunately, the Cubs won (who is the team 
that I hate the most out of any sports team). The postseason is full 
of surprises and anticipation to see what will happen. 
 October baseball is coming up soon, but one of the most 
important months out of the whole year is September. September 
is the month where teams can make or break a season. With 
almost 20+ games in the month there is still opportunity for the 
underdog team to make an upcoming out of nowhere. 
 The National League postseason race has been a crazy 
one all season long. The west division has been a battle between 
the Dodgers and the Giants to finish first place in the division (the 
first place team gets an automatic bye into the NLDS). The Giants 
hold a two game lead in the division at the moment. If this holds 
out the Dodgers will hold the first Wild Card spot. The second 
wild card spot is a battle between the Padres, Reds, Phillies, and 
Cardinals right now. Anything could happen but I see the Padres 
or Cardinals having the best chance at getting that second wild 
card spot. If the Padres make it in the second wild card that would 
make three west division teams making the playoffs which is pretty 
rare. 
 The East division is led by the Atlanta Braves right now, 
but the Phillies and Mets are not too far behind. One losing streak 
and one winning streak could change everything. As of right now, 
I see the Braves winning that division but again anything could 

happen. 
  The Central division is led by the Milwaukee 

Brewers and I don’t see anyone catching them. The Reds 
are close in contention for the second wild card spot, 
but I do not see them getting that spot. For my St. Louis 

Cardinals it’s looking promising as we hold the second 
place wild card spot. It would be a long and dreadful month 

of October without my Cardinals in the postseason but I am 
super hopeful that if we don’t make it this season we will be in for 
next season. Anything could happen but I am hoping and praying 
that the Cardinals pull off a miracle.
 The American League postseason race hasn’t been nearly 
as exciting as the National League, but it will still get you on the 
edge of your seat. 
 The East division has been the craziest out of all the AL 
divisions. Tampa Bay, with a bunch of young and solid prospects, 
have held down the first place spot for a while now and I see them 
holding it out through the rest of the season. Boston had first place 
for most of the season and went on about a 20 game run of bad 
baseball. As of now, they trail by around 8 games. The Red Sox 
hold a Wild Card spot for right now. The Yankees have been the 
most inconsistent team in baseball. All season long sitting in third 
place and out of nowhere they went on a 13 game winning streak. 

They got close to the division lead and the fans were getting 
cocky. Not looking too hot for the Bronx Bombers now as 
they have lost 8 out of their last 10 and are tied for a Wild 
Card place but they still somehow hold a Wild Card spot. 

The Blue Jays are making a strong push to get the second 
wild card spot as they are 9-1 in the last 10 games. The Blue Jays 
have a strong future with players like Vladdy Guerrero and Bo 
Bichette. The Yankees, Blue Jays, and Yankees are in a three way tie 
for a Wild Card spot.
 The Central division has been nothing but boring. The 
White Sox have a cake walk of a division as they are the only team 
with an over .500 record. I mean, c’mon now! That’s about it for the 
central. White Sox lead. 
 The west has been a lot like the Central division. The 
Houston Cheaters, I mean Astros, have led for the majority of the 
season with the A’s and Mariners trailing. Astros lead the West. 
 October is coming up soon. Only one team comes out 
on top. Who will that be? I’ve got the Dodgers but every team that 
makes the playoffs has a chance. Don’t count any team out. 

*These are the standings as of 9/15/21. Possibly could change. 
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